
Charter Revision Commission 2019 
250 Broadway, 26th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
  
June 11, 2019 
  
Dear Charter Revision Commissioners, 
  
As you deliberate what to include in the City’s Charter Revision, we, a coalition of business, 
civic and philanthropic leaders, strongly support a Ranked Choice Voting system that allows 
voters to rank their top 5 candidates for all city offices in primary and special elections -- in place 
for the 2021 election cycle. We urge you to select this policy as one of the ballot proposals that 
the Public will vote upon later this year.  
  
The current system of elections incentivizes candidates to appeal to voters’ frustration instead of 
their aspirations. Ranked Choice Voting is a simple, proven and worthy model that encourages 
candidates to build broad support from across the community, and empowers voters to cast their 
ballot based on their hopes, not their fears. It not only creates a more efficient and representative 
electoral system, but also equalizes the voting process for disenfranchised communities. It saves 
the city money by eliminating costly runoff elections, and produces consensus candidates. For 
example, had RCV been used in the recent public advocate race, it would have saved the city $10 
million. 
  
When Maine became the first state to use Ranked Choice Voting for both statewide and federal 
elections in 2018, many questioned how the process would work on such a large scale. Despite 
doubts, the system worked, and voters overwhelmingly supported the freedom allotted to them in 
the new system.The implementation of Ranked Choice Voting in Oakland, Berkeley and San 
Francisco, California has allowed for more voters to have a say in the final electoral outcome. In 
addition to increasing the amount of consensus candidates, there has been an increase in diversity 
amongst the candidate pool in those cities, as more female candidates and candidates of color 
were able to run without voters fearing a spoiler effect.  
  
Our elections are broken: the “winner takes all” system reduces the amount of choice we have in 
determining our representatives, disenfranchises communities, and encourages negative 
campaigning. Entire communities are ignored, voters are reluctant to vote for their true 
preference, and winners emerge with very little of the actual vote. In 2017, over 61% of 
multi-candidate primaries in New York City were won with less than 50% of the vote, which led 
to a lack of support in the general election. With 2021 looming, when 70% of Council Members, 



all Borough Presidents, and the Comptroller and Mayor will be term-limited out, the time to act 
is now.  
  
As you’ve seen at the borough hearings on this issue, grassroots support demonstrates the 
popularity of Ranked Choice Voting amongst voters frustrated with having to choose the “lesser 
of two evils,” rather than who they truly support. Now more than ever, electoral reform is 
integral to ensure that every New Yorker’s voice is heard, and Ranked Choice Voting is the best 
way to improve our antiquated electoral system. As a Commissioner, you have the opportunity to 
make New York City the model for a more fair and functional democracy. We ask that you take 
it. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Jennifer Lawrence, Actor 
Michael Douglas, Actor 
Emma Bloomberg, Founder and CEO, Murmuration 
Alan Schwartz, Executive Chairman, Guggenheim Partners 
Kathryn Murdoch, Co-founder & President, Quadrivium Foundation 
Stephen Foster, President & CEO, Overbrook Foundation 
Peter Georgescu, Chairman Emeritus, Young & Rubicam 
John Johnson, Founder, Harmony Labs 
William von Meuffling, President, Cantillon Capital Management 
Jonathan Soros, CEO, JS Capital Management 
Danny Goldberg, President, Gold Village Entertainment 
William N. Hubbard III, President, Center Development Corporation 
Evan A. Davis,  Senior Counsel, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP 
John P. Coffey, Partner, Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP 
Robert M Pennoyer, Esq., Retired Partner, Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP. 
 
 
 


