
 

 
February 15, 2019  
 
Dear Governor Cuomo, 
 
First and foremost, congratulations on the tremendous progress New York has made to begin to 
overhaul its antiquated voting laws. These new voting laws will bring New York one step closer 
to aligning state law with New York’s values. We, the undersigned national organizations, urge 
you to be a true reform partner and expressly fund these much needed voting reforms in the 
2019-20 state budget.  
 
The new laws are truly historic, as New York is finally joining the ranks of the 37 other states 
that have early voting. New York has strengthened its civic engagement pipeline by allowing 16 
and 17 year olds to pre-register to vote. New York is making it easier to vote by allowing voter 
registration to automatically move when New Yorkers move, and, by consolidating state and 
federal primaries, increasing the likelihood that more citizens participate in local elections.  
 
Our organizations know that change is never a linear process, and the work is rarely over once 
a bill becomes law. Implementing these historic reforms will strengthen our democratic 
institutions and bring more citizens into the participatory process. However, this will only be 
achieved if these reforms receive adequate support from the state which includes dedicated 
funding. 
 
New York voters have waited for these changes for decades. We urge you to do everything in 
your power to ensure New Yorkers have the elections they deserve and provide dedicated 
appropriations to early voting and electronic poll books in your 30 day budget amendments.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rock the Vote 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
Voter Rights Action 
Andrew Goodman Foundation 
NALEO Educational Fund 
People For the American Way 
MinKwon Center for Community Action 
Indivisible 
Asian and Pacific Islander American Vote 
(APIAVote) 
Sierra Club 
 
 
Campus Vote Project 

Ohio Voter Rights Coalition 
Bus Project 
Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under 
Law 
Common Cause 
African American Ministers In Action 
Democracy Initiative 
National Jewish Women’s Council 
Patriotic Millionaires 
Friends of the Earth 


