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Account of the fiege of Gibraltar.

A Lady who left Gibraltar the 28th of
May laft, in the Hope ordnance
' ftore-fhip, Capt. Walker, has given the
public an account of the blockade and
fiege. ~ An extract, we hope, will not be
unacceptable to our readers.

During the laft fourteen or fifteen
months not a veflel had arrived from
Barbary, nor from Algiers for a longer
time, and only four or five fmall brigs
at different times from Minorca. \What
they brought fold at enormous prices. A
turkey at 3 1. 12 5.5 a pig, two guineas
a duck, half a guinea; afmail hen, 9 5.3
for two years patt, cggs fold at sid.
cach ; cabbages at 8d. and the outlide
lcaves, which any where elfe the pigs
would fearcely cat, fold at a halfpenny
each ; old dried peafe, 1 s, 4 d. a-pound;
fiour, 1 s. a-pound; lrith butter, 2. 6d.
a-pound ; very bad brown fugar, 2s. 6 d.
a-pound ; candles, that would not burn
three quarters of an hour, 6 d. each;
bifcuits full of maggots, 1s. a-pound;
the very worlt of tea, 16 s. a-pound;
foap, 1s. 2d.a-pound; talt, more than
half of itdirt, 8 d. a-pound; goats milk,
balf water, 8d. a-pint; as much fith as
would dine two perfons, 4 s.; pork, ted
en all the filth of the place, 2 5. a-pound
a guinea has been refufed for a calt’s
pluck ; and 27 s. has been afked tor the
bead of an old ox. When Adm, Rod-
pey’s fleet arrived in Jaun, 1780, only falt
provifions were brought.  No officer was
allowed to mount guard with his hair
powdered.  Gen. Elliot is highly and
juftly applauded on this account, He
bought large uantities of rice, oil, and
raifins, and ditnibuted them inftead ot {o
much falt meat. 1n O&, 1780, he found
it neceflary to take a gquarter of a pound
of bread a-day from cach manj but the
foldiers, to their immortal honeur, mur-
mured not. Of meat they had only a
pound and a half a-week, which dogs in
Fngland would have turned from with
difguft ; but fome of the pork was very
good, Coals were nearly exhaufted, The
hulks of the Spanith fire-fhips atforded a
fupply for a few days. Cloaths were
wathed in cold water, and put on with-
out ironing. During the rany feafon it
is colder than 1 the fevereft wiater in
England.

The Hope, with feven other veflels,
left Gibraltar the 28th of May, uuder
convoy of the Enterprife, Capt. Lellic.
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Aﬁz(ratiz'ez q{ the fiege of Gibraltar, 1oken
Jrom a lady’s journal who was y
the [pot. s

¢ On the xath of April laf, at one
o’clock in the morning, an Englith cut.
ter came in with news of the fleet being
within a few leagues of us, Extravagant
was our joy, you may be fure ; and while
friends and neighbours were congratula.
ting each other on the profpet of eating
beef and mutton once more, the Spa.
niards, about eleven o'clock, began the
moft furious bombardment ever heard
of. Terror and confternation deprived
me for a minute of fenfe and motion,
Our houfe was one of the neareft to the
Spaniih lines, 1feized my children, and
ran with them towards Montague’s ba-
ftion, which 1 knew was bomb proof,
An officer of the 58th regiment met me,
faying, ¢ For God’s fake, Madam, where
are you going ¢ Do not you know that
you are going nearer to the encmy's fire!
Stop with your children under this co-
vered way.” Six and twenty pounders
without number went over my head, |
prefented my little oncs towards Heaven,
and, in an agony ot prayer, befeeched
the Almighty to preferve us, 1 then
bad the courage to advance towards
Montague’s battion, and having walked
down a few fteps, my flrength tailed me,
and I Tell down the reft.  Fortunatelyl
reccived no hurt, and ran or rather fliew
into the foldiers barracks. This wasno
time for the indulgence of pride, diftine:
tion, or cven dclicacy. The foldiers
who were off duty, in their biunt, hos
nelt way, endcavoured to chear my fpi-
rits, faying, ¢ Never fear, Madam ;!
the d——d Dons fire to cternity, they
will never take the old rock, nor the
good fouls that are upon it ; and it Gen
Elliot would let us fally out at Land-
port gate, ny life toa farthing we would
lay the Spaniih camp in athes. 1 adoris
fed their courage, but could not et any
dinner with them, agreeablcto their kit
invitation, -

We were then firing upon the enemy
from almoft every battery that ln:!"." Ug:
on them. My head was almolt dira
¢d with the notfe ot to many "-‘"""."d 4
ing fired trom the top of the buil ’::
where I had taken fhelter. I ha.dt:-l'-
happinets, however, of feeing MY ht
baud cnter the place ; - luckiy for l;lv
he was not on duty that or the day‘
lowing : he procured a cumm,h“
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pung it round one of the foldiers b;ds
for me, 1 laid guwn in my cloaths, but
flecp was out of the queftion ; the bur(t-
ing of thells, and the (crrgtymg found
of cannon-balls, were faflicient to keep
me awake 3 and to this the dxlugrccablc-
pefs of lying among near 100 private fql-
Jiers3 yet 1 was thaokful to find admit-
tance even here, forfrone know what
they will fubmit to in order to fave their
lives, till they are tried with the near
profpect of .'q»pm.'lching‘dc::th. _

The next day our fervant faid, he
would venture into our houfe, and en-
deavour to bring me a few cloaths ; he
did fo, but found it almoft in ruins: a
fhell burft in the Xitchen, and a ball en-
tered the roof and paffed through my
bed 1ato the parlour, while he was there.

On the third day, Mr *¥*¥%% way
licatenant of the picquet.—— Many build-
ings were fet on fire by the enemy’s
fliells; and it was his duty to fee the
fires put out, and to proteét fome of the
better fort of the inhabitants who were
endeavouring to remove their eflects to
the fouth, and who had applied to the
governor for a guard for that purpofe.
Leould not recolledt the dangers he was
expofed to, without being almoft certain
L hould never fee him again,

While I was torturing myfelf with
thefe refledtions, an order came for all
the foldiers in Montague’s battion to re-
move to the King's, I and my little
ones were to march likewife, 1 was, if
pofiible, more terrified than before; for
I'had a much longer way to go, and the
Spaniards were firing from all their bat-
tries,  To the lateft period of my life
Al | remember with anguifh that dread-
fulwalk ! Sometimes [ ftopt, and thought
Imightas well refign myfelf to die, and
with my quivering lips begged of Heaven
admit me into its divine abodes ! —
But when 1 looked on my children, 1
farted up and dragged them forwards,
mot knowing what I did,  Our fervant,
and two iHldiers who were with me, faid
::i they could to comfort and encourage

.

Atlength we arvived fafe at the King’s
Altion, My #»**%% wag marching the
Pequet from thence : he waved his hand,
Ut being on duty, could not ftop to
Peak to me.  The room | was put into
fmelt very difagreeably ; I inquired the
Saufe, and was told a man was killed in
", not an hour before, by a ball which
¢dia at a hole over the door.
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Notwithftanding the vigilance of the
officers and non-commiflioned officers,
many of the men were fhamefully in-
toxicated.  The town-major and a party
of foldiers were bufily employed in fta-
ving all the catks of liquor they could
find in the town. And here 1 cannot
help reflecting on many of the wine and
liquor merchants, who hoarded up their
flocks to enhance their value, till at laft
they were drank by any perfon, or ftaved
by order of the governor, and fuftered to
run into the fea ! But cunning often o-
ver-reaches itfelf,

This place was fo crowded with fol-
diers, it was impoflible to procure either
a bed or platform: my fervant put me
a matirefs into akind of arch or hole by
the door, and in here 1 and my children
crept. T'was ill for waat of fleep, yet
could not compofe myfelf to reft,  Tho’
neither (hot nor fhell could pierce the
roof, yet the cnemy kept on fo furious a
cannonading, that I thought we muft
lofe numbers of our men, It was com-
puted that the Spaniards fired, upon an
average, at the rate of 200 fhot and fhells
an hour,

The Spanifh church, and many other
bnildings, were at this time in flames.
The firft object I beheld in the morning
was a man lying dead by the door, He
died, I was told, from intoxication,

Some hours after this, [ faw Dr C=——m
and Licut. B——h fall. They were
wounded by the fplinters of a thell : the
former had Lis foot fhot off, the latter
had a dangerous contufion on his head.
He was the fon of my old friend : a bet-
ter heart never inhabited a human breaft,
They brought his fword to me ; and as
he was carrying to the hofpital, our fere
vant, with his ufual bluutnefs, came and
told me [ might take a lalt view of him,
for it was {uppoted be could not furvive
the drefling of hiz wound. In this, how-
ever, he was happily miftaken,

Mr was on the guard next day,
and as foon as he came off, he informed
me an order was given out for all ranks
of women to rcmove to the fouth, |
was again in terrors, but was obliged to
obey. My hufband carricd my Char-
lotte, while my fon Jack ran by my fide.
We got fafe to the navy-hofpital, but
when there, found it {o crowded with
wounded foldiers, we could not procure
a place to lic down in, except an open
gallery. I weptin filence! Mr -
at laft recollected a lady of our tcguncr;:.
wio
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who bad been here fome time before the
fiege on account of her health. She rea-
dily admitted me, and gave me a difh of
tea, which was a great refre(hment. 1
laid a mat on the floor, and that night
flept three hours, which feemed to put
new life into me.

April 19, The commanding-officer of
our regiment was fo kind as to fend a
marquee for us. Capt. D———t, who
was always a generous friend to my little
family, defired me to have it fixed in his
garden, ,

My hufband was that night on guard,
and 1 had no company but my children.
Never {hall T forget the fhocking fcene
day-light prefented to me,  T'he Spanith
gun-boats were firing upon us with all
the rage of well-directed artillery.—Gun-

e

boats, methinks, you fay! What are
i thofe ? —I will tell you, They are boats
W conftru¢ted on purpofe for carrying mor-
- arrying
tars and cannon, from which they throw
19' thirteen-inch fhells and twenty - fix pound-
- ers! From thefe dreadiul vifitors no

-

human forefight can find a fhelter. 1t is
all chance, and they are fuch fmall ob-
jeés, and fo uncertain to hit, thatitis
only a wafte of ammunition in our bat-
teries to attempt to bear upon them.

. A woman, whofe tent was a little be-
low mine, was cut in two as fhe was
drawing on her ftockings ! Our fervant
ran in, and endeavourced to encourage
me. He made me a kind of breaft-work
of beds, trunks, mattrefies, bolfters, and
whatever elfe he could find, and fet me
behind them. [ clafped my darlings,
and prayed moft ferveutly, that the ball
that picrced their tender bofoms might
transfix my own too! But how need-
lefs was this prayer. — [ circled them in
my arms, and muft have perithed with
them, had chance or fate (call it which
3 you will) directed a fhot or fhell to the
j* place where 1 fat.  The balls fell round
Ef me on every fide !

When thefe formidable vifitants had
expended their ammunition, they reti-
red. | refolved to flecep no more in that
place; yet where to find one that was
fafer, 1 knew not: for thefe infernal
fpitfires can attack any quarter of the
garrifon they pleafe.

The town was now become little more
than a heap of ruins. The provifions
which we had in the garrifon before the
arrival of the fleet were burned ; but the
army Jdid not efteem this a misfortune ;
we rather rejoiced atit, for fome of them

¥ e
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were {o bad, there was no i
within the finell of them._ T+ "8 10 b

April 23, 1 begged Mr #*#xwe ¢ let
me take thg fervant’s tent towards Euro.
pa; I fancied I could lean againft the
rocks there, and find fhelter from the
fhot of the enemy.  He faid, there might
be a chance of fecuring myfelf againft a
ball; but affured me one ‘place was no
mg“rlcgfccurc than another againft their

I was prevailed on to ftay a few nights
more in this place, as I had here the
pleafure of Mrs D t's company,
who was at all times a kind neighbour
and fympathifing friend. We were, in
fome refpects, in fimilar circumftances;
:'hlcf fuckled a darling child as well as my-
elf.

April 30. 1 had enough of Nleeping, or
rather endeavouring to fleep, in thisfpot,
The gun-boats paid us another vilit, and
killed feveral people, 1 fuftered greatly
latt night from another caufe. About
eleven o’clock it began to thunder and
lighten exceedingly 3 the flathes feemed
to laft feveral minutes, and the thunder
was fo uncommonly loud, that the like
had never been heard fince the great
ftorm which happened thirty years ago.
The rain deluged through onr tent, but
I did not mind being wet.  The glareof
the lightning was fo great, that my eyes
were fenfibly affeéted; and though accus
ftomed tothethunderrattling amongf the
rocks at Gibraltar, yet this by far ex
ceeded all 1 ever heard, MrU*****
atked me, if I fhould think myfelf fafer
in Capt. D ’s fummer houfe ! He
went firft to fee if it was open; but be-
tween the flafhes it was fo dark, he could
not keep the road : at laft he got there,
and found our fervant, whom he fent 0
carry the children. I went to the door
of the tent, but the whole hemifphere
feemed on fire; and, as if we did oot
fuffer enough from the Spaniards, Hea-
ven’s artillery feemed in array againft us:
They were firing all the time, but ';‘
could fcarcely hear their cannon, the
thunder was fo loud ! — Towards mor*
ing the ftorm abated. ;

g./lIa)'S. Affairs remained much mhtt:
fame fituation. Our enemies muft ‘ni-
expended an immenfe fum 10 ammr‘:d_
tion ; for I am told by perfons of ';I‘lhq
ty and experience, that every fhe the
throw cofts them three guineas; yetU7
continue to annoy us as much 28 o

. . m
I cannot afcertain the exact nu
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men we have loft, perhaps none knows
for a truth but the governor, !

May 13. A fmall tent that would juft
hold a bed was carried towards FEuropa
for me; vet I cannot fay I found my/elf
fafer here.  Every time the gun-boats
ame 1 dragged my poor children out
of bed, and ftood leaning with them a-
gainft a rock.  The third night I was
here, a ball firnck the rock againft which
Ileaned, and covered us with dirt and
fones.  In a few minutes after, a fhell
burft fo near us 1 had fearcely time to
run out of the way.

It would have melted the hardeft heart
to fee the women and children ran from
the camp, withoat a rag to cover them,
whenever the gun-boats approached. 1
was fo haratled for want of reft, that |
thought fatizue would kill me, if the
Spaniards did not,

May 20. 1 will now endeavour to de-
feribe that dreadful night, which made
me determine to leave Gibraltar; but
laingnagze will convey but a faint idéa of
the horrid feene !

About one o’clock in the morning, our
old difturbers the gun-boats began to fire
upon us, Iwrapped a blanket about my-
fif and children, and ran to the fide of a
rock; but they direlted their five in a
dificrent manner from what they had
ever done before.  They had the teme-
Tty to advance fo near, that the people
inour fhips could hear them fay, Guarda,
Inplifes ! which is, Take care, Enplifh!

Mrs Tourale, a handfome and agree-
able lady, was blown almoft to atoms !
Notling was found of her but one arm.
Her brother, who fat Ly her, and his
cierk, both fhared the fame fate. The

wghter of that unfortunate woman,
whom 1 mentioned before, was killed
that night 3 a fhell cruthed the houfe,
-‘:nd buried the unfortunate givl in the

umne, i

Miny othier people were fent to their
¢ternai homes, but 1 do not know their
Ramecs,

After what I had feen and fuffered, 1
Wis of opinion it was not courage but
madnefs to ftay. As a parent, I confi-
Cered | had no vight to expofe the lives
of my children; and conjugal affection
gave place to maternal tendernefs: ac-
f""d”‘gly Lapplied for and obtained leave
f::r";\}'l;:lrk in one of the firlt thips bouud

aigland.

Affairs remained in the fame fitvation

' the hour of my embarkation, which
Vou, XL,
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was the 29th of May laft. 1 cannot clofe
this account, without informing you, my
hufband prefented a plan of operations
to Gen. Eiliot for the deftruction of the
enemy's gun-boats, which was approved
of, and is, I fuppofe, before ti's time,
put in exccution,”

The pamphlet from which the above is
taken, contains alfo a thort defeription
of Gibraltar, and the manner of taking
it by Sir George Rooke in the reign of
Q. Amne. The lady, in her preface,
gives her reafous for the publication ;
one of whichis a truly maternal one, an
anxious delire to beunefit her hittle family ;
every article of life being fo extremely
dear at Gibraltar, that her bufband, a
licutenant, cannot appear as a gentleman
there, and fupport his offspring in Ly
land. We hope the extract we have gie
ven will aflift the fule.  Pod. Alrg,

EPITAPH, froma handfome marble monue
ment at Bromlcy in Kent,

“ To the memory of
oHN HAwkesworrTH, LL D,
Who died the 16th of November
MpccLXxt1l, aged g8 years.

That he lived ornamental and ufeful
to Society in an eminent depres,
Was among the boufied felicities
of the prefent age s
That he laboured for the beuefit of Society,
Let bis own pathetic admonitions
record and realife!

¢ The hour is hafting, in which whatever
praife or cenfure | have acqnired will be te-
membered with equal indifference. . . . . ~
Time, who is impatient to date my laft pa.
per, will fhortly moulder the hand that is
now writing it in the duft, ard (i1l the
breaft chat now throbs at the refle¢tion @ bue
let not this be read as fomething that reiates
only to another; for a tew years only can
divide the eye that is now reading from
the hand that has wiitten *,

Alfo to the mmeroy of
Benj. Brown ot this parifh,
who dicd 22d OCt 1999, aged 66 years,
If no {lining quahites adomed his hite,
Cheartul Inteprity and diligent Guodw:ll
rendered him always defireable to oihas,
and comfortabie to himfeif,

This monument is infcribed by
Their foriowing Rehi& and Sifer,

M
* La? Number of the Adventurer. (16, s71°}
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