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M A DA M,

SITUATION, as exalted as your MajesTy’s,

requires a mind fraught with every virtue to
p-eferve it frcm the poifon of flattery, and from the

infidious praifes of a venal crowd.

Fate has placed me at an humble diftance from the
Throne 5 yet Itake a fincere pleafure in hearing your
Majesty poflefles thofe excellencies which are the

truc chara&eriﬁics Of Royalty.

The partner of my heart is now ferving his King
and Country at the Siege of Gibraltar ; and though I

have
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1V D E DI CA T I O N,

have gone through every {cene of diftrefs which the

wife of an officer could be {ubje& to in that place,
yet I am returned to England with a firm refolution

to educate my fon to arms.

Long, very long, may your Majesty be lent a

bleffing to our Gracrous SovErEIGN, to your Rovar

OrFsPRING, and to the admiring people of England !

Prays

Your MajesT vy S
Moft devoted

Subje& and Servant,

CATHARINE UPTON.
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H E following fheets were intended for the

fraternal - eye of an affe@ionate and {ympa-
thifing brother. — On my arrival in England, I was
interrogated by almoft every perfon who knew I
came from Gibraltar, refpe&ing the fituation of that

important fortrefs.

My health and {pirits are {o much impaired by my
{ufferings at that place, that I {feveral times put the
{ucceeding narrative into the hands of thofe, whofe
curiofity could not be fatisfied with afking a few
queftions. They liked it -— they borrowed it for
their friends, and defired me to publith it. I yiclded
to their perfuafions, and, ¢ with all its imperfe@ions
““ on its head,” I give it to the Public. 1If it is an
error to publith it, it is an crror of my fricuds,

b It
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It could not be difcovered by my advertifements
that it was the produ&tion of a female pen. I knew
the ill-natured and ill-judging part of the world
would freely condemn, though they had never feen
it, The Sicoe of Gibraltar by a Woman —Ridiculous!
—¢¢ What can a #oman {ay on _/225/5 a fubjelt 27 cries
Dapperwﬁ‘. —— Indeed, Sir, to {peak freely, it has
nothing but Truth to recommend it | —— ¢¢ But it is
“ no Journal, Madam.”——I do not give it to the
World as fuch. 1 was not fituated to know the exa

number of men killed and wounded each day, but it

is inter{perfed with fuch things as, I hope, will render:

it in fome degree entertaining to my Readers..

I wiil candidly own too I am fiimulated by anozhes
molive to prefent it to the Public 5 and as it is a zruly:
maternal eney 1t cannot poflibly aftront the underftand-

ing, or rcach the hecart ot Mr. Dapperwsr. 1t is an:

anxious defire to benehit my little family.. — The pre-
fent high price of cvery asticle in life, at Gibraltar,.

renders.



P R E F A C E. Vil

renders it impoflible tor my hufband to appear as a

gentleman zhere, and {fupporthis Offspring in England.

Thefe reafons will fatisfy every one, whole appro-
bation is worth my notice.—Thofe who f{oar beyond
the reach of human feelings, I need not attempt to

pleafe.

When I had been in London a few days, I folicited
the Commander in Chief for a commiflion for my

fon. Some Noblemen in Lord Ambherft’s elevated

fituation would fcarcely have deigned to an{wer the
wife of a Lieutenant; — but though his Lordfhip’s
An{wer contained a denial to my requeft, it was con-
ceived in the moft polite and refpectful terms: afluring
me, if my fon was of a proper age, he would im-

mediately recommend him to his Majefty for a com-

miflion.

I ]10;?6 I may be permitted herec to return Lord
Amberft chanks for his candid treatment, —Itwas more

cligible
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eligible for me to know at once what I had to truft to,
than, from falfe hopes, to ‘build caftles, which.could

have nothing but a7 for their bafis,

T HE
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GIBRALT AR

Gibraltar Bay, on board the Hope Ordnance Store-
Jhip, May 27, 1781.

DEAR BROTHER,

A M now, thank G o p, embarked, and I hope, 1n lefs than
twenty-four hours, to fet fall for my dear native country, the

land of liberty and plenty. Oh, Albwn, what have I fuffered fince
I left thy friendly fhore I Heat and cold in extreme, hunger and
thirft I bore with fome degree of firmnefs; but fince the haughty
fons of lberia have poured their thot and fhells with unremitting fury
into Gibraltar, I have been an unhappy objeét indeed: yet, I can

B fafely
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(afely fay, I felt little for myfelf. My hufband’s dangerous duty,
and my children clafping me in the hour of horror, when death, for

aught I knew, might be in every paffing ball! it was indeed too
much for the feelings of a wife and a mother.

I purpofe to relate, during my voyage, what happened to us from
the time the Spaniards began to fire upon us till this day, which 1s
exadtly fix weeks and three days ; but you by no means comprehend

what I mean by fuffering from cold, hunger and thirft, unlefs I give
you fome account of the BLockapk alfo. How, in the name of

truth and common {enfe, can Writers, Printers and MINISTERS,

fo impofe on the Public, as to (ay, the garrifon was well fupplied with
proviflons? I have pot patience to find the news-papers, which the

fleet brought cver, ftuffed with fuch palpable falthoods! We have
not had a veflel from Barbary thefe fourtcen or fifteen months, nor

from Algiers for a longer time. Four or five {mall brigs, at different
times, got in from Minorca; but how inadequate were their fmall-
cargoes to fupply fo many thoufands of people! Befides, what they
brought, fold at fuch an enormous price, that few fubaltern officers

could become purchafers. W hat enﬁgn or lieutenant could afford to

give three pounds twelve fhillings for a turkey, two guineas for a pig,
half a guinea for a duck, and nine {hillings for a very fmall hen? Eggs
were fold for two years paft at a rca/ a-piece, which 1s almoft fix-
pence Engliflh money; cabbages, eight-pence a-piece, (the outfide
leaves of which the pigs in England would fcarcely eat) were care-
fully tied up, and fix of them fold for threc-pence; old dried peafe,
onc fhilling and four-pence a pound ; flour, a (hilling a pound ;IIri(h
butter, half a crown a pound; very bad brown fugar, halt a crown

a pcund; candles, that would not burn three quarters of an hour,
f1X -
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fix-pence a piece; bifcuits, full of maggots, a fhilling a pound; the
worft tea that ever was ufed, fixteen fhillings a pound; {oap, one
fhilling and two-pence a pound; falt, that was more than half dirt
and rubbifh, eight-pence a pound ; goat’s milk, half of which was
water, was eight-pence a pint, I have many times paid a fhilling
for a few herbs to put into my peafe foup.

Though Gibraltar is furrounded by the {fea, we were no better {up-
plied with fith than with the other articles of life. The fithermen
were Genoefe, and illey chofe to catch very few, that they might
have a pretence for enhancing the price :==a quantity that would dine
but two perfons, coft four fhillings. Many people kept pigs in the
garrifon, but the pork, which was fed on all the filth the place Pro-
duced, never fold under two fhillings a pound. 1 have known a
guinea refufed for a calf’s pluck, An ox, which could work no
longer, was killed, and twenty-feven fhillings were afked for its head !

The garrifon expe@ed to find an agrecable alteration when Ad-
miral Rodney’s fleet arrived in January, 1780, but it proved nothing
more than a {upply of falt provifions. Government could not fpare
any line of battle fhips to be f{tationed at Gibraltar, and by that means

the Spaniards remained mafters of the bay. General Elott, like
a wife and prudent Governor, was extremely defirous to make the
ftock of provifions laft as long as poflible, not knowing what might
befal a fleet of fhips fent from England for our relief, or when fuch
a fleet could be fpared, being then epgaged 1n a Dutch war.

You may form fome judgment how fcarce we began to be of the
neceflaries of life, by the General’s giving out an ordert hat no officer
{thould
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ﬂ;,o,u]d'mount guard with his hair powaered. .- He-confidered, I fup-
pofe, that the time perhaps was not far diftant when they would
be extrernely glad of that for nsourifhment which they then ufed as,

an ornament,

Of all men living, General Eliott is the moft likely to keep pof-
feflion of Gibraltar, Though he 1s formed for great acions, he at-
tends, with unwearied affiduity, to the minutiz of what relates to

his important truft ! He 1s, I think, take him all in all, 2 moft ex-

ccllent charad&ter. He would much fooner forgive rudenefs than
flattery, which 1s at once a proof of the goodnefs of his heart, and

the folidity of his underftanding. Was there any probability of
my opinion of him falling into his "hands, I would f{upprefs it;
for as he could not poffibly difcover the fincenity of m; thoughts,
he might miftake candor for panegyric.—He bought a large quan-
tiiy of oil, raifins, rice, &c. and gave them to us inflead of fo
much meat; but f{ubalterns with their families, who depended
{olely on their pay, 'fenﬁbly felt the difference : rice, without either |

milk, buttef, fugar, or eggs, (which were delicacies we could not
afford to purchafe) and boiled in aqua pura only, was a taftelefs viand.
Oil indeed was very ufeful ; it ferved us to burn inftead of candles,
and I was no longer obliged to go to bed by five o'clock for want of
light. Raifins pleafed and fatisfied my children when I had no bread
to give them. Now I muft mention two important articles we began
to be diftrefled for, namely, bread and fire. About October laft, the
Governor found it neceflary to take a quarter of a pound a day of the

former {irom each man ; but the foldiers, to their immortal honour,

murmured not! Each man’s allowance of meat was reduced to a pound
and
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and a half a week, and fuch meat l—the dogs in England would have

turned from it with- difguft !—But it was not @/ in that puzr:d con-
dition, for fome of the pork was very good. |

I was in continual dread of the fcurvy; and my beloved Charlotte,
who.I have fuckled for fifteen months paft, will, I am much afraid,
_ feel the effe@s of my unwholfome diet as long as the lives. Yet,
what could I do? My hufband’s pay, though a lieutenant, would
not purchafe milk for my children! The * filken fons of eafe " in
England know not what the army have endured in Gibraltar! Yet,
fome will fay, that ull the Spaniards fired, their duty was not
hazardous; to thefe 1 anfwer, Is not death from the mouth - of a
cannoa more acceptable than 1n the fhape of famine ¢

By this time the ftock of flour the bakers had in hand was nearly
confumed ; a fmall quantity was baked, and fold at feven o'clock in

a morning at one particular place; a guard was obliged to be kept at
the door, to keep the people from tearing each other to pieces! A
handkerchief was thrown in at the window with the money in it, and
no perfon was fuffered to purchafe two loaves; thefe weighed about a
pound, and coft five-pence. - Happy were they who could get one,
for the inhabitants who had no flour left, and ofhcers who had chil-
dren, were in-a deplorable fituation'indeed! I cannot now recollect

the diftrefs of a poor woman, without feeling a pang at my heart
which gives me a fenfible uneafinefs. She fat weeping at my door

with two children, the onc about feven years old, the other an infant
‘which fhe fuckled :«~—after the former had repeatedly afkeld her for
bread, fhe laid down her youngeft child, and gave her_ breaft to her
other fon, faying, Suck me to death at once !—Gracious Gon | how

C much
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much did I wifh, either for the power to relieve her mifery, or to be

a ftranger to the {oft pleadings of humanity ! However, 1 defired

her to come into my apartment, and gave her part of my own break-
faft, though I knew not what to do for bread for the next meal !

Firing was now become a fcarce and important article. The coals
which government fent by the fleet in the winter of 1780 were nearly
exbauﬂ:ed. General Eliott, ever watchful for the prefervation of the
garrifon, fecured the hulks of the Spanith fire-thips, which were
driven almoft under our batteries, and gave every officer one hundred
and a half of wood, which was to laft each family a fortnight, The
ftriteft care and ceconomy could not make it even laft for the drefling
of our {canty meals, Our cloaths we wathed in cold water, and put
on without ironing; but when the rainy feafon came on, I {uffered

more from the cold than I ever did in the fevereft winter in England :
for what 1s the inconvenience of a cold day by the chearing warmth
of a good fire-{ide : You can form no idea of the periodical rains

in Gibraltar!

May 28. The Captain has juft informed me the fhip is under
way, which [ was partly apprized of by the ficknefs of my flomach,
We have a ftrong Levant wind, as we call it in Gibraltar; and I hope
the Dons will keep on their own fide of the bay. I have juft under-
gone the painful {cene of parting with my hufband.—What a dread-
ful alternative is mine ! either to expofe my life and my childrens’ to
the well-directed fire of the Spaniards—or leave the partner of my

heart behind }——yet 1 could neither affift nor fave him, if I ftaid.
My fon fack, obferving me grieve, juft now ran to me, and faid,
“ Don’t cry, Mamma ; the good roaft beef we fhall get in England

« will
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«« will foon make me a man, and then I will return to Gibraltar; fink
«« the gun-boats, and kill all the Spaniards.” 1 embraced my little
hero with a fmile, and he is now exulting in the thought of having
dried his mother’s tears!.

We are only eight fail of fmall fhips, under convoy of the Enterprize
frigate. If a ftrong eafterly wind does not continue to blow for twelve
hours at leaft, we fhall inevitably fall into the bhands of the Spa-

niards.

I find myfelf very fea-fick ; when I am recovered, I will-endeavour
to give you fome account of

THE SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR.

I have bufinefs that will detain me fome time in London; and as
you will be impatient to know how we have fared fince the com-
munication with Spain was fhut up, I will tranfmit you my little
narrative from the firft town I land at in England. The wind blows
very frefh ; I have juft been upon deck, the failor at the helm fays we

run feven knots an hour, and all on board are in hopes we fhall get

through the Gut before our enemies can make ready to follow us,

Fune 3'. I am not fo good-a failor as I expected to be, confidering
this i1s my fecond voyage. I have been very fea-fick feveral days, our
convoy too has left us. The wind is contrary ; and we are going (the

Captain informs me)- towards Madeira :—by fteering this courfe, we

{hall, perhaps, be out of the track of our enemies,

TWﬂ/vgw
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Tuwelve o'clock at night. 1 am fick when up, and when I li¢ down,

forrow keeps me LI | ol —

«« Tir'd nature’s fweet reftorer, balmy fleep !
, ¢« He, like the world, his ready wvifit pays,
¢«« Where fortune fmiles ; the wretched he fofakes

« Swift on his downy pinion flies from woe,
« And lights on hids unfully'd with a zear.”

My children, the tender 'obje&s of my care, are in a found repofe;
but how fares it with my hufbanc ? Oh, my brother, — ¢ there's
« the rub!”—Perhaps he is wounded, and wants the foothing offices

of an affectionate wife ;—perhaps he is—#o more ! — This 1s
too much ; ’tis wrong to anticipate misfortune ;. hope fhall chear me :
the horrors and ravages of war will have an end, and peace {hall {fend

the father and the hufband home. But I promifed you
THE SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR.

On the twelfth of April laft, at one o'clock in the morning, an
Englith cutter came in with news of the fleet being within a few
leagues of us. Extravagant was our joy, you may be fure; and while
friends and neighbours were congratulating each other on the profpect
of eating beef and mutton once more, the Spaniards, about eleven
o'clock, began the moft furious bombardment ever heard of.—Terror
and confternation deprived me for a minute of fenfe and motion.
Our houfe was one of the neareft to the Spanity lines. I fcized my
children, and ran with them towards Montague’s baftion, which I
kncw was bomb proof. An oflicer of the fifty-cighth regiment met

me,
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me; {aying, * For Gop’s fake, Madam; where are you going?” Do
“ not you know thatyou are goirig nearer to the enemy’s fire ? - Stoop:
“ with. your children under this covered way.”" Six and twenty

pounders without' number went over my head. I prefented my little

ones towards heaven, and.in an agony of prayer, befeeched the AL~
MIGHTY to preferveus. I then had the courage to advance towards:
Montague’s baftion, and having walked down a few fteps, my:
ﬁi'eng‘thr failed me, and I'fell down the r‘eﬁ‘; Foritfunately I received:
no hurt, and ran or rather lew into the foldiers barracks. This was.
- no tume for the indulgence of pride,. diftinGion, or” even delicdcy..
The foldiers who were off duty, in their blunt, honeft way, endea-
voured to chear: my {pirits, faying, ¢ Never fear, Madam;: if the
‘¢ d——d Dons fire to eternity, they will never take the old rock,.
‘“ nor the good fouls that are upon it; and if General Eliott would-

‘“let ws fally out” at Landport Gate, my life to a farthing we would:
¢ lay the Spanifh camp in athes.” I admired lcir cuurage, but
could not eat any dinner: with. them agreeable to their kind invi-

tation..

We were then firing upon the enemy from almoft every battery that
bore upon them.. My head was almoft diftrated with the noife of
fo many cannon being fired from the top of  the bailding where 1 had
taken thelter. I had the happinefs,. however;, of feeing my huiband
center the place; luckily for me, he was not on duty that or the day
following : he ‘procured a curtain, and hung it round one of the
foldiers beds for me, I laid down in my cloaths, but fleep was- out:
- of the queftion; the burfting: of fhells, and the terrifying found of’
cannon balls; were- fufhicient to keep me awrake; add to this, the

difagrceablenefs of lying amongft near an bundred private {cldiers:-
DI' y(‘i’_:
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yet | wds thankful to find admittance even here, for none know what
they will fubmit to in order to fave their lives, till they are tried with

the near profpect of approaching death.

The next day our {ervant faid, he would venture into our houfe,

and endeavour to bring me a few cloaths: he did {o, but found it
almoft in ruins: a fhell burft 1n the kitchen, and a ball entered the

roof and pafled through my bed into the parlour, while he was there.

‘On the third day, Mr, *¥**¥%% was [ icutenant of the picquet—
many buildings were {et on fire by the enemy’s thells ; and it was
his duty to fee the fires put out, and .to prote&t fome of the better
fort of the inhabitants who were endeavouring to remove their effects
to the f{outh, and who had applied to the Governor for a guard for

that purpofe. I could not recolleCt the dangers he was expofed to,
without being almoft certain I thould never fee him again.

‘While T was torturing myfelf with thefe reflections, an order came
for all the foldiers 1n Montégue’s baftion to remove to the King’s.
I and my little ones were to march likewife. I was, if puffible, more
terrified than before, for I had a much longer way to go, and the
Spaniards were firing from all their batterics. To the lateft period
of my life fhall 1 remember with angnith that dreadful walk! Some-
times | {ftopt, and thought I might as well refign myfelf to die, ard

with my quivering lips begged of heaven to admit me into its divine
abodes ! == But when 1 looked on my children, 1 ftarted ‘up and
dragged them forwards, not knowing what 1 did.  Our fervant, and

two
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two foldiers who were with me, faid all they could to comfort and.

encourage me.

At length we arrived fafe at the King’s baftion, Mr, %#¥¥¥¥ yag
marching the picquet from thence : he waved his hand, but being on
duty, could not ftop to {peak to me. The room I was put into {melt
very difagreeably; I enquired the caufe, and was told, a man was

killed in it, not an hour before, by a ball which entered in at a hole

over the door.

Notwithftanding the vigilance of the officers and non-commiflioned

ofiicers, many of the men were fhamefully intoxicated. The town-

maj or, and a party of foldiers were bufily employed 1n ftaving all the
caiks of liquor they could find in the town. And here I cannot help

reflccting on many of the wine and liquor merchants, who hoarded up
their ftocks to enhance their value, till at laft they were drank by any

perfon, or ftaved by order of the Governor, and {uffered to run into

the fea! But cunning often over-reaches itfelf,

This place was fo crouded with foldiers, it was impofiible to pro-
cure either a bed or platform: my fervant put me a matrafs into a
kind of arch or hole by the door, and in here I and my children
crept. I wasill for want of fleep, yet could not compofc myfelf to
reft, ‘Though neither fhot nor thell could pierce the roof, yet the

enemy kept on {o furious a cannonading, that I thought we muikt

lofe numbers of our men. It was computed that the Spaniards fired,
upon an average, at the ratc of two hundred fhot and fhclls an

hour.
The
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The Spanith church, and many other buildings, were- at this time
in flames, The firft obje&t I beheld' in the morning was,. a man:
Jying dead by the door. He died, I was told, from intoxication,.

Some hours after this,. I faw Df, C———m-and Liutenant B——H
fall ; they were wounded by the {plinters of a fhell :. the former had:
his foot fhot off, the latter had a dangerous contufion on his head..
He was the fon of my old friend :. a better heart never inhabited a.
human breaft, They brought his {word to me, and as he was car-
rying to the hofpital, our fervant, with his ufual bluntnefs, came and:
told me I nuight take a laft view of him, for it was fuppofed he could:
not {urvive the drefling of his wound.. In this; however, he was.
happily miftaken.

My #®%%#%% was on guard the next day, and as foon as he.came
off, he informed me an order was given out for all ranks of: women.
to remove to the fouth, 1 was again in terrors, but was obliged to .

obey. My huifband carried my little Charlotte, while my:fon Jack.

ran by my fide. We got fafe to the navy hofpital, but when there, .
found it fo crouded with wounded foldiers, we could not procure a.
place to lie down 1n, except an open ga]lermy. I wept in filence =M. .
iR E gt laf recolleCted a lady of our: regiment, who had been

here fome time before the fiege on account of her health.,  She readily.
admitted me, and gave me a difh of tea, which was a great refreth-

ment. 1 laid a mat on the floor, and that night flept three hours, .

which fecmed to put new life into me.

My fituation here was painful beyond comparifon, from hearing the -

groans of the wounded, and from the fhricks of others, whofe limbs
were
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were undergoing the excruciating torture of amputation ! If T in-
dulzed myfelf with a litle frefh air in the gallery, I was often
fhocked  with feeing the mangled bodies of my {laughtered coun-
trymen brought into the hofpital I 1 intreated my buiband to convey
me from this fcene of woe! but this requeft ] found was needlefs,
for the hofpital was fo crouded, I could not have obtamned leave
‘to ftay, had l been ever {o defirous..

Fune 22, Twelve o’cleck, 1 muft here leave off; the Captain in-
forms me two large French fhips are in fight: and now, perhaps, to

crown my fufferings, I fhall be taken prifoner.. Well; I muft bear
what I cannot fhuun.

Tawo o'clock. 'The fhip is cleared for a&tion. Captain Walker hasi
deflired me to take my children down into the held. 1 have been

there, but above twenty Jews and Jewefles, with their children, have

lived in that part of the ﬂﬁp ﬂuring the voyagece, and thc P]ace fmells
{o dilagrecable and unwholfome, I could not {tay. |

Our. veflel is the fartheft from the enemy, and as the carries only §
fix pounders, and s a faft failing fhip, I hope the Captain will en-
deavour to efcape. I have fcwed a few guineas in the plaits of my
petticoat; for it they are privateers, they will take cvery thing from
me. Such is the chance of war, and fuch arc the viciflitudes my life

has of late been chequered with !

Four o’clock. "The enemy has juft boarded one of our thips. The
Lady opberft and the Hannal brig feem likely to eleape,
1D | Fun:
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Yune 2. We foon got clear off ; and now, my good fhip, carry
me fafe to old England, and I will write a poem In thy praife !

I will endeavour to finitth my account of Gibraltar.

April 19. The commanding officer of our regiment was fo kind
- as to {end a markee for us. Captain D———w—t, who was always a.

generous friend to my little family, defired me to have it fixed in his-
garden.

My huiband was that night on guard, and I had no company but
my children. Never fhall I forget the fhocking fcene day-light pre-
fented to me, ‘The Spanifh gun-boats were firing upon us with all
the rage of well-direCted artillery. — Gun-boats, methinks you fay!

What are thoie !—I will tell you., They are boats conftruted on
purpofe for carrying mortars and cannon, from which they throw

thirteen-inch fhells, and twentv fix pounders! From thefe dreadful

vifitors no human forefigit can find a fhelter., ’'Tis ali chance, and
they are {fuch fmall objects, and fo uncertain to hit, that it is only
a walte of ammunition in our batteries to attempt to bear upon them.

A woman, whofe tent was a little below mine, was cut in two as
fhe was drawing on her ftockings! Our fervant ran in, and endea-
voured to encourage me, IHe made me a kind of breaft-work of

beds, trunks, mattraffes, bolfters, and whatever elfe he could find,

and {at me behind them. I clafped my darlings, and prayed moft
fervently, that the ball that fhould pierce their tender bofoms might

transfix my own too! But how needlefs was this prayer — I circled

them
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them in my arms, and muft have perithed with them, had chance
or- fate (call it which you will) direted a thot or fhell to the place
where 1 fat. The balls fell round Me on every fide !

When thefe formidable vifitants had expended their ammunition,
they retired. I refclved to fleep no more in that place; yet, where

to find one that was fafer, I knew not: for thefe infernal fpit-fires

can attack any quarter of the garrifon they pleafe.

The town was now become little more than a heap of ruins. The
provifions which we had in the garrifon before the arrival of the fleet
were burned, but the army did not efteem this a misfortune; we

rather rejoiced at it, for fome of them were {o bad, . there was no

bearing to be within the {mell of them.

Aprﬂ 2 3. ) | beggc_'_d M, *¥*¥%%E% 5 ler me take the fervant’s

tent towards Europa; I fancied I could lean againft the rocks there,
and find fhelter from the fhot of the enemy. He faid, there might

be a chance of fecuring myfelf againft a ball; but afifured me one

place was no more fecure than another againft their thells,

I was prevailed on to flay a few nights morc in this place, as I
had here the pleafure of Mrs. D

all times a kind neighbour and fympathizing friend. We were, in

-—t’s company, who was at

fome refpeCls, in fimilar circumftances; fhe fuckled a darling child
as well as mylelf,

April '
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April 30. 1 had enough of fleeping, or rather endeavosring to-
fleep in this fpot. The gun-boats paid us another vifit, and killed.
{everal people. I fuficred greatly. lﬁﬁ night from anather caufe.
About eleven o'clock it began to thunder and lighten exceedingly;
the Hafhes feemed to laft feveral minutes, and the thunder was fo
uncommonly loud, that the like had-never been heard fince the great
florm which happened thir‘t% ycars ago, ' The ran deluged through
our tent, but I did not mind being wet, The glare of the lighten-

ing was {o great, that my eyes were fenfibly affected ; and though

accuftomed' to the thunder rattlmg amoneft the rocks at Gibraltar,

yet this by far exceeded all I ever heard. Mr SELEES aﬂ{ed me if [

fhouid think myfelf {afer in Captam D-—- t’s (ummer-houfe? He

went firit to fee if it was open, but between the flathes it was {o

dark, he could not keep the road; at laft he got there, and found

cur fervant, who he fent to carry the children. I went to the door

of the tent, but the whole hemifphere feemed on fire ; and, as if

we did not fufler enoush from the Spaniards, Heaven’s attillery
{fcemed in array againft us!  They were firing all the time, but we
coutd fcarccly hear thewr cannon, the thunder was {o loud I~=Towards

momiug the {lorm abated.

Mey 3, Affairs remained much-in the fame fituation.  Cur enca
mics mud have expended an immenfe fum 1n ammunition; for I
am told by perfons of veracity and cxpeiience, that cvery fhell they
throw cofls them three guineas; yet they continued to annoy us as

as much as ever. I cannot afcertan the cexaét number of mecn we

have loft, perhups none know for a truth but the Governor..

May
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May 13. A fmall tent, that would juft hold a bed, was “cafried
towards Europa for me; yet I cannot ay I found myfelf fafer here,
- Every time the gun-boats came, I dragged my poor children out of
bed, and ftoed leaning with them againft a rock. ‘The third night 1
was here, a ball ftruck the rock againft which I leaned, and co-
vered us with dirt and ftones! 1In a few minutes after, a fhell burft
{o near us, I had fcarcely time to run out of the way.

It would have melted the hardeft heart to fee the wotnen and
children run from the camp, without a rag to cover them, whenever
the gun.boats approached. I was fo harafled for want of reft, that

I thought fatigue would kill me, if the Spaniards did not.

May zo. I will now endeavour to delcribe that di=adful night,

which made me determine to leave Gibraltar ; but language will

convey but a faint idea of the horrid fcene !

About one o’clock in the- morning, our old difturbers the gun-boats
began to fire upon us. I wrapped a blanket about myfelf and child-
ren, and ran to the fide of a rock; but they direted their fire in a

different manner from what they had ever done before. They had

the temerity to advance fo near, that the people in our fhips could

hear them fay, Guarda, Anglife! which is, Take care, Englyh !

Mrs. Tourale, a handfome and agreeable lady, was blown almef!
to atoms! Nothing was found of her but one arm. Her broiher,
who fat by her, and his clefk, both fhared the fame fate. The

danghter of that unfortunatc woman I mentioned a few pages apo,

I WHE
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was killed that night ;- 2 fhell crufhed the houfe, and buried the

unfortunate gicl in the ruins,

Many other pcople were fent to thcxr eternal homes, but I do niot
know their names

After what T had feen and fuffered, I was of opinion it was not
courage, but madnefs to ftay, As a parent, 1 confidered I had no
right to expofe the lives of my children; and conjugal affeCtion gave
place to maternal tendernefs : accordmg]y, | apphed for and obtained
leave to embark in one of the firft fhlps bound for England.

Affairs remained in the {fame fituation to the hour of my embarka-
tion, which was the 27th of May laft. I cannot clofe this account,

without informing you my hufband prefented a plan of operations to
General Eliott for the deftru@ion of the enemy’s gun-boats, which

was approved of, and is; I fuppofe, before this time, put in execution,

The thip is now at anchor. We are performing quarantaine, and
as I have {fwelled my account of the fiege beyond the compafs of a

Jetter, I fhall {end it as a parcel as foon as I get on fhore.

I here fubjoin you a poem I made, on Col. Rofs being appointed ta
command the Seventy-fecond Regiment, or Royal Manchefter Vo-
Junteers. A London Gazette from Minorca brought the account of
his promotion, but his commiffion was expelted by the fleet, The

Colonel is a plain worthy charater.

I am, bere and every where,
Your affeCtionate Sifter.
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An ADDRESS to ZOLUS,

On hearing that Col. Ross was appointed to com-
mand the Seventy-fecond Regiment, or RovaL
MANCHESTER YOLUNTEERS.

N O R once, Eolus, hear a female Mufe,

- And be propitious—when a Woman. fues |
O fpeed the Fleet from Britain to this Port,
Fill all their Sails, and waft them to this Fort ;.

They bring for Ross, whofe Merits well demand

His Sov’teign’s Mandate for 8 new- Command..
Each Volunteer will glory to obey,

And dare the Foc, when Rioss fhall lead the Way.
Difpatch the Fleet ;. for ah ! the battle roars,.

Already wag'd on proud Iberia’s Shores !:

Her crafty Sons frain every Nerve to gain

Their antient Rock, but all their Works are vain.

Firm as-this Rock 1s ELtoTT’s fteady Soul,
‘Watchful he guards, and wifely guides the whole.
Alike he hates the Sycophant and Slave,

And gives his Favours only. to the Brave.

May Ross’s Regiment, and every Corps

Deferve their Praife, thould reach from Shore to Shore! .
Veet'rans, proceed ; enfure a marzial Name,

And gather Laurels in the Fields of Fame !
Defpifing.
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Defpifing Death, and firm in Arpron’s Caufe,
Make haughty Spamn’ fubmit to BRrTisu Laws.:

ApRIaudmg Senates {hall reward your Toil,

And Honours wait you an your natwe 8011

4
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A
SHORT DESCRIPTION

O F

G I B R A L T A R,

WITH THE MANNER OF TAKING IT

BY SIR GEORGE ROOKE,

IN QUEEN ANNE’S REIGN.

IBRALTAR is in length near a league from north to fouth,

and in breadth irregular, from half to three quarters of a mile.

The fummit of the rock is one thoufand four hundred feet perpendi-

lar above the fea.

I the year 1704 this Important fortrels was torn, moft probably

for cver, from the Spanifh domain by the Inglifh forces commanded
by Sir George Rooke,

G ‘_ In
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In a council of war, held July 17, on board the Englith fleet,

ahout. {even leagues eaft of Tetuan, the attack was refolved upon.
F‘ou‘r‘ days after, the fleet got into the bay of Gibraltar, and one
thoufand eight hundred Englith and Dutch marines, under the Prince
of Hefle Darmﬁadt, were landed.

On the 23d, food after day-break, the-fhips being placed, the Ad-
miral threw out the fignal for cannonading, which was continued

with great fury for five or fix hours, fifteen thoufand fhot being fired

in. that time againft the town, fo that the befieged were foon driven
from their guns, efpecially at the South Mole Head. As the gain-
ing that fortification would enfure the reduction of the town, the Ad-

miral fent Capt, Whitaker with all the boats immediately to endeavour

to poficfs it; but whilft he was puﬁliilg for it with great alacrity, the

Captainé Hicks and Jumper, who lay next the Mole, landed {fome

men from their pinnaces and boats befcre he came up., On this, the

Spaniards blew up the fortifications about the Mole, and killed two

Lieutenants and about forty men, and wounded fixty more, Yet our
men kept pofleffion of the gre*at platform, and Whitaker landing with
the feamen who had been ordered on this fefvice, they advanced and
took a redoubt or fmall baftion, half way between the Mole and the

Town, and many of the enemy’s cannon; upon which, the Spanifh
Governor defired to capitulate, and furrender on honourable terms,

which they did on the 24th of July, 1704,
The
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The Prince of Hefle, -with the marines belonging to the fleet, were
left in garrifon, and furnifhed from the fleet with every neceffary
for fubfiftence and defence, and a regular plan laid down for fupply-
plying them in future from Lifbon,

Under the dominion of Great-Britain, the fortifications have been

fo improved and perfeGed, that, joined to the natural ftrength of the
place, they render it impregnable, —— Tol the Moors, Gibraltar was

the key of Spain; and the Englith defervedly reckon it the key of

the Mediterranean.



