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HE following calculation taken from a
litt of the Poll Tax, for the year 1767,
- ive the reader an idea of the importance of
the I%md of Jamaica,_ to the kingdom of Great-
'Béntau% Hosfhead
8,160 Hogfheads |
7,029 Tcn%ces aod Baprels }Sugar.
12,149 Punchions of Rum,
10,545 Piemento, }

3947 Cotten, Packages.
4,034 Bags .and Cafks of Ginger.
15,328 Planks of Mahogany.

3,212 Tons of Fuftick and Logwood.

190,914 Negroes.
!37,773 Catle,

q Caule

‘335 Water OMills,
35 44 Wind g

647 Sugar Plantations.
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T O THE ~
KING’s moft Excellent MA]ﬁSTY.~

The HumsrLe PeriTion and MemoriaL of
the AssemeLy of JAMAICA,

Moft gracious Sovereign,

‘ N 7 E your Majefly's moft dutiful and foyal fubfels,

the Aflembly of Jamaica, having tzken into out
confideration the prefent critical fiate of the colodfes, hum-
bly approach the throne, to affure your Mijefty of our moR
dutiful regard to your Royal Perfon and Family, and our st-
tachment to, and rclumce on, our fellow-fubje&s ip Gmt
Britain, founded on the moft folid and durable badis the con-
tinued enjoyment of our perfonal Rights, and the Ecwuy
of our Properties. ,

Tuar weak and feeble as this Colony is from its very
fmall number of white inhabitants, and its peculiar fituation
from the incambrance of more than two hundred thoufand
flaves, it cannot be fuppofed that we now intend, or ever
could have intended refiftance to Great Britain.

Taar this Colony has never, by riots, or otherviolent mes-
fures oppofed, or permitted an a& of refiftance againft any
law impofed on us by Great Brisain, though always truly j‘ep-
fible of our juft rights, and of the pernicious conkqncnses
both to the parent and .~*agt fate, with which fome of them
muft be attended ; always selying with the moft implicit con-
fidence, onthe juftice m,d paternal tendernefs of your Majetty,
even to the moft feeble and diftant of your fubjeis, and de-
pending that when your Majefty, and your Parliament fhould
have maturely confidered and deliberate on the claims of

Great Britain and her Colonies, every caufe of difatisfation
would be removed. THaT



[ 4]

Tuat jultly alarmed with the approaching horrors of an
unnatural  conteft between Great Britain-- and her Colonies,
in which the moft dreadful calamities to this ifland, and the
inevitable deftrulioh of the {mall fugar colonies are involved ;
and excited by their apprehenfion, as well as by our affec-
tion for our fellow fubje&ts, bothin Great Britain and the

Colonies, we mplore your Majefty’s favourable reception of

this our humble petition and memorial, as weil on behalf of our-
felves and our conftituents, the good people of this Ifland, as

on behalf of all other your Majefty’s fubjets, the Colonifts of
America ; but efpecially thofe who labour at prefent under the
heavy weight of your Majefty’s difpleafure, for whom we en-
treat to be admitted as humbie fuitors ; that we may not, at
fo important a crifis, be wanting to contribute our fincere and
well meant, however {mal! endeavours, tc heal thofe diforders,
which may otherwifc terminate in the dci’tru‘twn of the Em-
puc.

THAT as we conceive it neceffary for this purpofe to enter
into the different claims of Great-Britain and her Colonies,
we beg leave to place it in the royal mind as the firft eftab-
lithed principle of the conflitution, that the people ot Eng-
land have aright to partake, and do partake of the Legifla-
tion of their country, and that no laws can affeét them, but
fuch as rcccxve their affent, ngen by themfelves, or their re-
prefentamvcs ; and it follows therefore, that no one part of
your Majéfty’s Englith fubje&s either can, or ever could lc-
giflate for any other pert.

" Tuar the fettlers of the firt Colonies, but efpecially
thofe of the eldér Colonies of North America, as weil as
the Conquerors of this Ifland, were a part of the Englith
people in every refpe&t equal to them, and poflefled of every
Right and Privilege at the time of their emigration, which
the people of England, were poflefled of, and irrefragably,
to that great Right of confenting to the Laws which thould
Lind them, in all cafes whatfoever ; and who emigrating at
fir in {fmall numbers, when they might have been oppref-
fed; fuch rights and privileges were conflantly guarantied

by
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by the Crown(, to the emigrants and conquerors, to be hald
'and enjoyed by them in the places to which they emigrated ;
and were confirmed by many repeated folemn engagements, -
made public by proclamauon, under the faith of which, they
did aflually emigrate and conquer: That therefore, the
peop]e of England had no rights, power, or privilege, to
give to the emigrants; as thefe were, at the time, of their
emigration, poflefled of all fuch rights, equally with them-
felves.

Tuar the Peers of England were poflefled of very emi-
nent, and diflinguifhed privileges in their own right, as a
branch of Legiflation, a Court of Juftice in the dernier refort,
for all appeals from th< people, and in the firft inftadce, for
all caufes inftityted by the Reprefentatives of the people ;
but that it does not appear that they ever confidered them-
felves as a&ing in fuch capacities for the Colonies, the Peers
having never to this day, heard or determined the caufes of
the Colonifts in appeal, in which it ever was, and i is tbcu'
duty to ferve the fubje@s within the realm,

THaT from what has been faid, it appears that the Emi-
grants could receive nothing from either the peers or the peo-
ple; the former ' being unable to cammunicate their privi-
ledges, and the latter on no more than an equal footing with
themfelves ;- but that with the king it was far otherwife ; the
royal prerogative as now annexed to, and belopging to the
Crown, heing totally independent of the pepple, who cannot
invade, add to, or diminith it, nor reftrain or inyalidate thofe
legal grants » which the prerogative hath a juft right to give,
and hath very liberally given for the enconragement of colo-
pization; to fome Colonies, it granted almoft all the royal
powers of government, which they hold and enjoy at this
day ; but to none of them did it grant lefs, than io the firft
conquerors of this ifland, in whofe favorr it is declared by a
royal proclamation, ¢ That they fhall have the fame privi-

ledges to all intents and purpcfes, as the free bcm {ubjels of
England.”

Taar
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TuraT to ufe the name, or authority of the people of the pa-
rent flate, to take away, or render ineffetual, the legal grants
of the Crown to the Colonifts, i» delofive, and deftroys that
confidence, which the people have ever had and ought to have,
of thé moft folemn royal grants in their favour, and renders
anftable and infecure, thofe very rights and priviledges which
prompted their emigration.

"Tiaat our Colonifts and your Petitioners having the matt
implicit confidence in the royal faith pledged to them in the
moft folemn manner, by your Predeceflors, refted fatisfied
with their different portions of the royal grants, and having
been bred from their infancy, to venerate the name of Par-
liament, a word fill dear to the heart of every Briton, and
confidered as the palladium of Liberty, and the great fource
from whence their own is derived, received the feveral A&ls
of Parliament of England, and Great-Britain, for the regu-
lation of the trade of the Colonies, as the falutary precau-
tions of a prudent Father, for the profperity of a wide ex-
tended Family ; and that in this light we received them,
without a thought of queftioning the right, the whole tenor
of our condu®, will demontrate, for above one hundred

yests.

- "Puur thongh we received thefe regulations of trade from
wir fellow fubjetts of England, and Great-Britain, fo advan-
mgeoee to us as Colonifts, as Englifhmen and Britons, we did
siot thereby confer on them a power of legiflating for us, far
Jefs that of delroying uz2 and our children, by divefting us of
wll rigtits and property,

TuaT with reluftance we have been drawn from the profe-
eution of our internal affairs, to behold with amazement, a
plan almoft carried into execution, for enflaving the Colonies,

founded, as we corceive, ona claim of Parliament to bind the
eolonies in all cafes whatfoever,

Your hamble petitioners have for feveral years with deep
and filent forrow, lamentd this unreftrained exercife of le-

gedauve
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giﬂ;ﬁve Power ; flill hoping, from the interpofition of thsir
Sovereign, to avert that &t and greate of calamities, that of
being reducec. to an abje ftate of flavery, by having an ar-
bitrary goverament efablifhed in the Coloaies, for the very
attempting of waich, a Minifter of your Fredecefior was im-
peached by a Houfe of Commons.

WirH like forrow do we find the Popith Religion ¢ftablith-
ed by Law, which by treaty was only to be tolerated.

THAT the moft effentiai rxghts of the Colonies have been
invaded, and their property given and graoted 1o your Ma-
jefty, by men notentitled to fuch a power,

THAT the murder of the Colonis hath been enﬁouraged
by another A&, difallowing and annulling their trials by ju.

ries of the vicinage ; and that fleets and armies have been feat
to enforce thofe dreadful laws,

W therefore in this defperate extremity, moft humbly beg
leave, to approach the Throne, to declare to your Majetty,
that our fellow fubjes in Great-Britain, asd confequently
their reprefentatives, the Hoafe of Commons, have not a
right as we trult we have fhews, to legillate for the Colo-
ni¢s ; and that your Petitioners and the Colouifts ase not, por
ought to be bound by any other laws, shan fuch as they have
themfelves aficared te, and are. not difallowed by your Ma-
jefty. N

Yowz Petitioners do therefore make this claim and demand
from their Sovereign, as guarantee of their juft rights, on the’
faith and confidence of which, they have fettled, and continue
to refide in thefe diftant parts of the empire, thatno laws fhall
be made and attempted to be forced upen them, injurious te
their rights as Colonifts, Englifhmen, or Britons.

TaaT your petitioners fully fenfible of the gréat advan-
tages that have arifen from the regulations of trade in gene-
wal, prior to the year 1760, as well to Great-Britain and her

Calonics,
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Colonies, as to your Petitioners in particular, and bexvng

anxioyfly defirous of mcreaﬁng the good e&‘e&s of thefe laws,

as well as to remove ah obftacle which is new in our Govcm-

ment, and could not have cxifted on the princi iples of our Con.

ftitution, @ it hath arifen frow colonization, we do de;larc for

ourfelves and the good people of this Ifland, that we frecly

confent te the operation of fuch A&s of the Britith ‘Parlia-

ment, as are lmmcd to the regulation of our external com-
merce only, and the fole obje@ of which, is the mutyal ad-
vaatage of Great-Britain and her Colonies.

We, your Petitioners, do thcreforc befecch your Majeﬂy,-
that you will be pleafed, as the common parent of your fub--
je&a, to become a médiator between your European and Ame- -
rican fubje@s and tp confider the latter, however far. removed
from your royal prcfence, as equally entitled to your protec- -
tion, and the benc”bf e Englith conftitution, the depriva-
tion of which, mul ve that dcpcndance on. the parent
flate, which it is oupglory to acknowledge, whillt enjoying
lhpfe sights under her prate@jon ; but thoyxd. this. bond of
union be ever deﬁroycd, and the colonifls reduced to canﬁdcr
themfelves as tribgtaries to Britain, they moft ceafs to yene-
saie her as an affe@ionat e parent,

L

"Wt befeoch your Majefy to belicve, that it is our earneft
prayer to Almighty Providence; to preferve your Majcﬁy in
 althappinefo®yprofperity and honor, and that there pever may
be wanting one of your illukrious Line; to tranfmit the blef-
fings of our txcellent conitution, to the latef pofterity, and
toreign in thc hearts of a loyal, grateful and affctionate

_‘ people.



