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mittees, Onwards is the hall, 34 feet
fquare, terminated at the top with a cir-
cular dome, which is enlightened by fix
circular windows, four feet 11 inches dia-
meter, and two femi-circular windows,
nine feet xo inches diameter, This dome
is panelled in fucco, and the fpandrils
under it are decorated with fhields and
oak-leaves. ‘The fides of the hall are

finithed with pilafters of the compofite”

order, with an entablature, the frife of
which is ornamented with foliage and
medallions, reprefenting the caduceus of
Mercury and the Roman fafces. From
the hall, by a double flight of fteps, we
afcend to the Court, whichis in the form
of the Roman letter D, and is 34 feet by
30, and 26 feet high, with fpacious gal-
leries, over the Magiftrates feats, for the
fpectators.  Surrounding the hall and

ourt are corridors fix feet wide, opened
towards the hall by arcades, for the con-
veniency of accefs to the feveral offices.
By a grand flight of fteps, which ave
open and feen from the hall, we enter
a large room, which is in the principal
front, 64 fect by 30, and 30 feet high,
finihed with an arched cieling. This
room is for the accommodation of the
Magiftrates at the county meetings. The
fouth-welt angle of this” building is ap-
propriated to apartments for the houfe-
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keeper, and the north-weft angle for the
Clerk of the Peace, whofe office, in fu-
ture, is to be kept there,

The front towards Clerkenwell-green
is compofed of four columns, three quar-
ters, of the Ionic order, 2 feet 6 inches
diameter, and two pilafters, fupported by
a rufticated bafement. The county arms
are placed in the tympanum of the pedi-
ment.  Under the entablature are two
medallions, reprefenting Juftice and Mes-
cy. Thatof Juftice holds the fcales and
fword; and that of Mercy the blunted
fword, and the fceptre capt with the En-
glith Crown, on which refts a dove with
an olive-branch in its mouth, the emblem
of Comfort and Peace. In the centre,
between Juftice and Mercy, is a medal-
lion of his Majefty, decorated with feftoons
of laurel and oak-leaves, the emblems of
the Genius of the Country, Strength and
Valour. At the extremities are medallions
of the Roman fafces and fword, the em=
blems of Authority and Punifhment. The
execution of thefe defigns was performed
by the mafterly hand of Mr. Nolliken m
The whole ftru€ture, which will coft up-
wards of 12,0001, does honour to tEe
genius and elegant tafte of the Auxchiteft 3
and, it is thought, will be ready for the
tranfacting of bufinefs, by the opening. of
the enfuing year.

NARRATIVE of the SIEGE of GIBRALTAR, taken Jrom
the JoURNAL of a LiAD ¥ who was prefent on the Spot.

ON the 1ath of April laft, at one
o'clock in the morning, an Englith
cutter came in with news of the fleet be-
ing within a few leagues of us, Extra-
vagant was our joy, you may be fure;
and, while friends and neighbours were
congratulating each other on’ the profpect
of eating beet and mutton once more, the
Spaniards, about eleven o'clock, began
the mott furious bombardment ever heard
of —~Terror and confternation deprived me
for a minute of fenfe and motion. Our
houfe was one of the neareft to the Spanifh
lines. 1 feized my children, and ran with
them towards Montague’s baftion, which
Tknew was bomb.proof. An Officer of
the g8th regiment met me, faying, ¢ For
God’s fake, Madam, where are you going ?
Do not you know that you are going nearer
to the enemy’s fire? Stoop with your
children under this covered way »* Six and
twenty pounders without number went
over my head. I prefented my little ones
towards Heaven, and, in an agony of

prayer, befought the Almighty to pre-
ferve us. I then bad the courage to ad-
vance towards Montague’s baftion, and,
having walked down a few fteps, m
ftrength failed me, and 1 fell down the
ret,  Foriunately I received no hurt, and
ran or rather flew into the folliers bar<
racks. This was no time for the indul~
gence of pride, dittin&ion, or even deli-
cacy. The foldiers who were off duty,
in their blunt, honet way, endeavoured
to chear my fpirits, faying, ¢ Never fear,
Madam ; if the d —————d Dons fire to
eternity, they will never take the old
rock, nor the good fouls that are upon it;
and, if General Eiliott would let us fally
out at Landport-gate, my life to a far-
thing we would lay the Spanifh camp in
afthes.” T admired their courage, but
could not eat any dinner with them agree-
able to their kind invitation,

We were then firing upon the encmy
from almolt every battery that bore upon
them. My head was almoft diftratied
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with the noife of fo many cannon being
fired from the top of the bui'ding where I
had taken fhelter, 1 had the happinefs,
however, of feeing my hufbind enter the
place; luckily for me, he was not on
duty that or the day following : he pro-
duced a curtatp, and hung it 1ound one
of the foldicrs beds for me. I laid down
in my cloaihs, but fleep was out of the
queition 5 the burfting of fhells, and the
terrifying found of cannon balls, were
fufficient to keep me awnke; add to this
the difsgrecablencs of lying amoneft near
an hundred private foldicis + yer I was
thankful to find admittance even bere, for
none know what thev will {ubmit to in
order to fave their lives, till they are tried
with the near profpect of approaching
death.

The next day our fervant faid, he would
venture into cw houfe, and endeavour to
bring mea few cloaths s he did 1o, but
found it almoft in ruins, a Me!l buiit in
the kitchen, and a buil entered the rocf
and pafled through my bed into the pai-
lour, while he was there,

On the third day, Mr. was
Lieutenant of the picquet——many build-
ings were (et on fire by the enemy’s fhells ;
and it was bis duty to fee the fires put
out, and to protect fome of the better fort
of the inhabitants who weie endeavouring
o remove - their effects to the South, and
who had applied to the Governor for a
guard for that purpofe. T could not re-
collelt the dangers he was expofed to,
without being aimolt certain I ficuld ne-
ver fee him again,

While I was torturing myfelf with thefe
vefletions, an order came for all the fol-
diers in Montague's baition to remove to
the King’s. I and my little ones were
to march likewile. T was, if poffible,
more terrified than before, for T had a
much longer way to go, and the Spaniards
weie fiting from all their batteries. To
the latet period of my life (ha!l T remem-
ber with anguith that dreadful waik !
Sometimes 1 fopt, and thought I might
as well refign myfelf to die, and, with
my quivering lps, bezged to Heaven to
admit me wto its divine abodes ! —But
when T looked on my children, T flarted
up and dragged them forwards, not know-
ing what 1 did.  Qur fervants, and two
foldicrs who were with me, fiid all they
couid to comfort and encourage me.

At length we anrived e at the King's
baftion. M. s was marching the
piequet from thence ; he waved Lis hand,
but, being on duty, could notftop to (eak
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to me. The room T was put into finelt
very difagreeably; T enquired the caufs,
and was told, a man was killed in it, not
an heur befere, by a ball which entered
inat a hole over the door.

Notwiihitinding the vigilance of the
Officers a: . non-comm flioned Officers,
many of the men were fhamefully in-
toxicated,  “T'he Town - major and a party
of foldiers were bufily employed in Raving
all the cufks of liquor they could find in
the town. And here T cannot help re.
fletting on many of the wine and liquor
merchants, who hoarded up their ftocks
to enhance their value, till at laft they
were drunk by any perfon, or ftaved by
order of the Governor, and fuffered to
run into the fca? But cunning often over-
reaches itielf,

This place was o crouded with fol.
diers, it was impoflible to procnre either a
bed or platform : my fervant put me a
matrafs into a kind of arch or hole by the
door, and in here Tand my children crept.
I was ill for want of fleep, yet could not
compofe myfelf to reft. Though neither
fhot nor fhell could pierce the roof, yet
the enemy kept on fo furious a cannonas
ding, that I thought we muft lofe num-
bers of our men. It was computed that
the Spaniards fired, upon an average, at
the rate of two hundred fhot and fhells an
hour. .

The Spanith church, and many other
buildings, were at this time in flames.
The firit object I beheld in the morning
was a man lying dead by the door, He
died, T was told, from intoxication.

Some hours afier this, I faw Dr.
C——m and Licutenant S——h fall;
they were wounded by the fplinters of a
fhell: the former had his foot fhot off, the
latter had a dangerous contufion on his
head.  He was the fon of my old friend :
a better heart never inhabited a human
brealt.  They brought his fword to me,
and, as he was carrying to the hofpital,
our fervant, with his ufual bluntnefs, came
and told me T might take a laft view of
him, for it was fuppofed he could nct
furvive the dreflfing of his wound. In
this, however, he was happily miftaken.

M. — was on guard the next
day, and as foon as he came off, he in-
formed me an order was given out for
all ranks of women to remove to the South.
I was again in terrors, but was obliged
to obey, My hufband carried my little
Charloite, while my fon Jack ran by my
fide,  We got get fafe to the navy hofpi-
taly but, when there, found it fo cmud‘mtll
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with wounded foldiers, we could not pro-
cure a place to lie down in, c¢xcept an
open gallery. I wept in filence ! Mo
e e @t ot recollclted a ludy of
our regiment, who had been here fome time
before the fiege on account of her healih,
She readily admitted we, and gave mea
dith of tea, which was a areit refreth-
ment.  Ilaid a mat on the fluor, and that
night flept thice hours, which fiemed to
ut new life into me,

April 9. The Commanding Officer of
our regiment was fo kind as to fend a mar-
quee for us. Capuiin , who
was always a generous friend to my little
family, defired me to have it fixed in his

rden.

My hufband was that night on guard,
and I had no company but my children.
Never fhall I forget the fhocking feene
day-light prefented to me. The Spanifh
gun-boats were firing upon us with all the
rage of well-direfled antillery, == Gun-
boats, methinks you fay! What are thofe?
=l will tell you, They are boats con-
fructed on purpofe for carrying mortars
and cannon, from which they throw thir-
teen-inch fhells, and twenty-fix pounders
from thefe dreadful vifitors no human
forefight can find a fhelter. Tt is all
chance, and they are fuch fmall objels,
and (0 uncertain to hit, that it is ouly a
walle of ammunition in our batteries to
attempt to bear vpon them,

A woman, who'e tent was a little be-
low mine, was cut in two as fhe was
drawing on her fteckings! Our feivant
na in, and endeavoied to encourage me,
Hemade me a kind of breaft-work of beds,
trunks, mattrafles, bolfters, and whatever
elle he could find, and fet me behind
them. I clafped my darlings, and prayed
moft fervently, that the bali that fliculd
pierce their tender bofoms ' might transfix
my own too! But how neediels was this
prayer—I circled them in my arms, and
mult have perifhed with them, had chance
or fate (call it which you witl) direéted a
fhot or fhell to the place where I far,
The balls fell round me on every fide !

When thefe formidable vifitants bad ex-
pended their ammunition, they retired. I
refolved to fliep no more in that place ;
yet, where to find one that was {afer, T
knew not: for thefe infeinal fpirfires can
attack any quarter of the ganifun they
pleafe.

The town was now become little more
than a heap of ruins. The provitions
which we had in the garifon before the
aival of the fleet weze burned, but the
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army did not efteem this a misfortune;
we 1ather rejoiced atit, for fome of them
were {0 bad, ihore was no beuring to be
w.thin the fmeli of them.

April 23. I bepged Mr. ememm e to
let me take the fervant’s tent towards
Europa; 1 tancied 1 could lean agamnit
the recks there, and fiad fhelter from the
fhot from the enemy.: He faid, there
micht be a chance of fecuring myfelf
agamit a ball ; but atiiwed me one place
wis 1o more secure than another againft
their thedls,

I was prevailed on to flay a few nights
more in this place, as I had here the plea-
fure of Mis, D ~—1’s company, who
was at all times a kind neiglbour and
fumpathizing friend.  We were, in fome
relpe&s, in fimilar circumftances; fhe
fuckled & darling child as well as my-
feIf. ‘

April 30. T bad enough of fleeping, or
rather endeavouring to fleep in this {pota
The gun boats paid us another vifit, and
killed feveral people. I fuffered greatly
latt night from another caufe. About
eleven o'clock it began to thunder and
lighten exceedingly 5 the fluthes feemed to
latt ifeveral minutes, and the thunder was
fo uucemmonly loud, that the like had
never been heard fince the great ftorm
which happened thirty years sgo. The rain
deluged thiough our tent, but T did not
mind being wet.  The glare of the light-
ning was fo great, that my eyes weie
fentibly atfeéted 5 and though accuftomed
to the thunder rattling amongft the rocks
at Gibraltar, yet this by far exceeded all
I ever heard, My, U == afked if I
thould think myfelf fafer in Captain
D e ’s fummer-houfe ? He went
fult to fee if it was open, but between the
flathes it was fo daik, he could not keep
the road ; at lalt he got there, and found
our fervant, whom. he fent to carry the
children, I went to the door of the tent,
but the whole hemifphere feemed on fire 3
and, as if we did not fuffer enough from
the Spaniards, Heaven's artillery feemed
in aray againtt vs! They were firing all
the time, but we could fcarcely hear their
cannon, the thunder was fo loud ?~=To=
wards moming the (torm abated.

May 8. Alfairs wemained in much the
fame fituation.  Our enemies mult have
expended an immenfe fum in ammunition 3
for T am fold by perfons of veracity and
experience, that every fhell they throw
cotts them three guineas; yet they con-
tinued to annoy us as wuch as ever. I
camno;l alcertain the exat number of e
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we have loft, perhaps none know for a
troth but the Governor. .

May v3. A fmall tent, that would juft
hold a bed, was carried towards Europa
for me; yet I cannot fay I found myfelf
fafer there. Every time the gun-boats
came, I dragged my poor children out
of bed, and {tood leaning with them againft
arock  The third night I was here, a
ball ftruck the rock againt which I leaned,
and covered us with dirt and (tones, In
a few minutes after, a fhell burlt fo near
us I had fcarcely time to run out of the
way.

It would have melted the hardeft heart
to lee the women and children yun from
the camp, without a rag to cover them,
whenever the gun-boats approached, I
was fo harraffed tor want of reft, that I
thought fatigue would kill me, if the
Spaniards did not.

May 20. I will now endeavour to de-
feribe that dreadtul night, which made
me determine to leave Gibraltar; but
Janguage will convey but a funt idea of
the horrid feene!

About one o'clock in the morning,
our old ditturbers the gun-boats began
to fie upon us. I wrapped a bianket
abour mylelf and children, and rin to
the nde of a rock; but theyv direéted
their firein a different manner from what
they had ever dune before.  They had the
temerity to advance 1o near, that the
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people in our fhips could hear them fay,
Guarda Ingléjes, which is, ¢ Take care,
Englitht®

Mis. Tourale, a handfome and agree~
able lady, was blown almoft to atoms|
Nothing was found of her but one arm.
Her brother, who fat by her, and his
clerk, both fhared the fame fate. The
daughter of that unfortunate woman,
whom I mentioned before, was killed
that nighty a fheil crufhed the houfe,
and buried the unfortunate girl in the
ruins

Many other people were fent to their
eternal homes, but I do not know their
names.

After what T had feen and foffered, I
was of opinion it was not courage but
madnefs to fay.  As a parent, I confi
dered 1 had no right to expofe the lives
of my childien; and conjugal affeétion
gave place to maternal tendernefs ; ac.
cordingly T applica for and obrained leave
to embark in one ot the firft thips bound
for England.

Affais remained in the fame fituation
to the hour of my embarkation, which
was the 27th of May laft. I cannot clofe
this account, without informing vou my
hufband prefented a plan of operations to
Geneial Elliott for the deftruétion of the
enemy’s gun-boats, which was approved
of, and 1, T fuppofe, before this time,
put i execution,
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