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CHAP. XXV.

An account of Nowa Scotia from its firff difcovery
to its complete fettlement in 174q. The propofals
made to the foldiers and failors after the peace,
to provide for them by giving them land in
Nowva Scotia; the great fuccefs of thefe propo-
Sals 5 the building of the town of Halifax; and
a defcription of the country.

Vb E are now brought by the order of time
to the fettlement of Nova Scotia or Acadia.
‘This country was in the reign of queen Eliza-
beth, confidered as a part of Virginia, and as
fuch was included in the charter of the weftern
company eftablifhed by king James I.

In the year 1618, fir Samuel Argall, governor
of Virginia, made a cruizing voyage along the
coaft northwards, as far as cape Cod in New-
England, when the Indians informing him that
fome white men, like himfelf, were come to in-
habit to the northward of them, he being fenfible
that all the country, as far as it had been difco-
vered by Cabot, belonged to the Virginia com-
pany his employers, failed thither, and found a
fettlement, with a French fhip riding before it.
This veflel having but one deck, fir Samuel {oon
drove the men from it with his {mall arms, and
having taken the fhip, landed his men, marched
to the fort, and fummoned it to furrender. The

French afked time to confider of it; but this being
denied,
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denied, they gotprivately away, and fled into the
woods; upon which the Englith entered the place,
and having lodged there that mght, the French
came the next day, and furrendered themfeives
to fir Samuel, cancelling the patents that had
been granted for their {ettlement by the Frenca
king. Sir Samuel now permicted thofe who chote
it, to ftay and take a paflage to Furope 1n the
fifhing veflels, which then frequented the coaft,
and thereft, who were willing to join the Englifh,
he took with him to Virginia. |
Sir Samuel being then informed, that the
French had another fettlement at a place they
called Port Royal, fituated on a bay on the {outh
welt coaft of Acadia, failea thither ivithout de-
lay, and obliged them alfo to {urrender ; wher
refolving that they fthould quit the country, he
made thofe who did not care to return home, to
remove to the river St. Laurence, where Quebec,
now the capital of Canada, has fince been built.
In theyear 1621, Sir William Alexander, afier-
wards created Earl of Sterling, applied to King
James I. for a grant of the country tc the north
of New-England: when 1t was fuggefted .to that
King that the tralt of country on the continent
of North-America,belonging to the crown,being
very large, and not likely to be planted by the
Englith 1n any reafonable time, it wotld bea
very wife and prudent meafure, to grant, ynder
the great feal of Scotland, a part of it to his {ub-
jeéts of that kingdom, upon a‘fuppofition that
it would be more beneficial to them, and more
for the intereft of thefe kingdoms, if they went

over and fettled there, than if, as they frequently
did,
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did, they removed to Poland, Sweden, and Rufhia,
where there were at that time many thoufands of
Scots families.

Thefe reajons appeared of fuch weight to king
james, that he readily granted a patent to fir
\7illiam, and the next year, thatgentleman, and
{fome others who were concerned with him, {ent
a thip with paflengers to plant and {ettle there.

At that time Newfoundland was well known,
on account of the fithery, and the fhip being
late in her voyage, putin, and wintered there,
in 1623, they failed irom thence, and made the
cape at the north fhore of the ifland of Cape-
Dreton, and coafting till they came to Cape Sable
in Acadia, they found three good harbours, and
went afhore at one of them, which they called
- &t. Luke’s Bay. They there found a large river,
'~ that had eight fathoms water at ebb, and having
failed up it, thethipreturned to England, and the
~vroprictors publithed an account of the country,
which they defcribed as a kind of paradife; fir
VWilltam Alexander himf{elf wrote and publifhed
a book on this {ubjet, and king James, in order
to facilitate this plantation, erefted a new order
calied the knights of Nova-Scotia.

Thus,that countrv, called by the French,
Acadia, obtained the name of Nova-Scotia, or
New Scotland, from 1its being intended to be
lettled by the Scots; but the {cheme of that
lectlement was unhappily turned into a job, and
by that means defeated. Afterwards another
¢rant was made of the northern part of the
country to fir Davgd Kirk, from whom the
vrench king bought it, or atleaft agreed to %ive

G ~him
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him goool. for it. ‘Though 1t i1s evident this
proprietor had no more right to difpofe of the
property of the crown 1in that country, thana
nobleman in England has to difpofe of his eftate
to the French king, yet this i1s an evident proof
thatthe French acknowledged the right by which
that propnetor held it, and held fo juft an opinion
of the pufillanimity of king James, as to be inno
apprehenfions of his vindicating the unalienable
rights of the nation.

Oliver Cromwell, however, fent major Sedg-
wick to diflodge the French from Port-Royal,
which he did, and though he afterwards con-
fented that a French proprietor fhould enjoy the
country, yet it was upon condition that he fthould
purchafe it of the earl of Sterling, which he
afterwards did, and then fold it to {ir Thomas
‘T'emple,. who was both proprietor and governor
at the reftoration : after which the French fettled
there again, and continued in the quiet pofleflion
of the country ’t1ll the year 169o, when they were
difpoflfefled by fir William Phipps, governor of
New-England ; but it was afterwards given up
again tothe French, by king William III. at the
ireaty of Ry{wick.

In all thefe changes the ifland of Cape-Breton
followed the fate of Nova-Scotia, and both con-
tinued in the hands of the French ’till the yea
1710, when governor Nicholfon made himfelf
mafter of Port-Royal, which was then become:
place of great confequence, asit gave the French
an opportunity of diftrefling our trade, to fuchs
degree, that it was properly ftiled the Dunkirko

America. The taking of this place was therefor
| confidered




confidered as an important fervice, and queen
Anne, to fhew that fhe would never part with it,
gave it her own name, and called it Annapolis-
Royal. Upon col. Nicholfon’s returnto England,
fhe made him governor of Nova-Scotia and of
Annapolis-Royal, and commander of all her
majefty’s forces there, and in Newfoundland.

Things were in this fituation, when the treaty
of Utrecht was concluded, by which our right to
Nova-Scotia,or Acadia, with allitsancient boun-
daries, the city of Port-Royal, now called Anna-
polis, and every thing in thofe parts that depend
on landsand iflands, togetherwith the dominion,
property, and pofleflion, of the faid iflands and
lands, fhall be for ever vefted in the crown of
Great-Britain: to which the French king added,
the exclufion of the fubjelts of France from
fithing on the coaft of Nova-Scotia, and within
30 leagues, beginning from Cape Sable, and
itretching along to the fouthweltt.

This colony was however much negletted for
many years; for though Nova-Scétia had been
fo long delivered up to the Englith, yet we had
{carce any {ettlement there, except at Annapolis
Royal, and Canfo, while the French had a num-
ber of little towns and villages, {cattered along
the coaft, and on the banks of the rivers; but
theEnglifh commanderat Annapolis, wasin {ome
degree acknowledged as governor. The country
was then divided into ten or twelve diftrits, and
each diftri€t annually chofe a deputy to be ap-

proved by the commander and council at Anna-
polis;
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polis ; this deputy was a fort of agent for his
countrymen the defcendantsof the French 1n that
diftri¢t, and reported the ftate of 1t from time to
time ; butin what manner 1s not difhcult to de-
termine. Therewasno civil power ; the French
miflionaries who were not only appointed by the
bithop of Quebec, but abfolutely under his di-
reétion in their feveral diftriéts and vallages, afl-
ed as the fole magiftrates, or juftices of the
peace ; yet all complaints might, if the parties
thought proper, be brought before the com-
mander and the council at Annapolis, which was
very rarely done. \

In this wretched fituation were thefe two fettle-
ments in the beginning of the war before the laft,
{furrounded by difguifed enemies, continually en-
croaching, and whofe numbers daily encreafed.
At length thele defcendants of the French, |
though profeflfedly the fubjeéts of Great-Britam,
joined with that nation, deftroyed Canfo, and |
~ laid fiege to Annapolis, but without {uccefs, fo
that at the conclufion of the peace in the be-
- ginning of 1749, there were no other Englifhm
Nova-Scotia, befides the garrifon of Annapols,
and theinhabitants who lived within a fevw miles
round that place. | .

However, the peace was no fooner concluded,
than the earl of Halifax projeéted the complete
fettlement of Nova-Scotiaby the Englith,andani-
mated with the warmeft zeal for the honour and
interefl of his country, refolved to ufe his utmot
endeavours to carry it in the moft effectul
manner into execution. He with the othe

lords commiffioners of trade and plantations,
having
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having gained his majefty’s approbation, they in
March 1749, publifhed propofals, offering pro-
per encouragement to {uch of the officers and
private men, as after the late conclufion of the
‘peace, had been difmiffed his majefty’s land and
{ea-fervice, and were willing to accept of grants,
in order to fettle 1n Nova-Scotia. Fifty acres of
land in fee fimple were offered to every private
{foldier or feaman, free from the payment of any
quit-rents and taxes, for the term of ten years,
and at the expiration of that time they were to
pay only one fhilling a year for every 5o acres.
But this was not all, every private {oldier or fea-
man who had a family, was to have ten acres for
every perfon of which his family confifted, in-
cluding women and children ; and farther grants
were to be made to them on the like conditions,
in proportion as their families encreafed, or to
their abilities for cultivating the land.

Eighty acres were offered on the {fame condi-
tions, to every officer in the land-fervice under
the rank of enfign, and that of lieutenant in the
{fea-fervice, and to thofe who had families, 13
acres more for every perfon of which their fami-
lies confifted.

On the {ame conditions 200 acres were to be
granted to every enfign, 300 to every lieutenant,
400 to every captain, and 600 to every oficer
above the rank of captain, in the land fervice.
Every lieutenant in the fea-fervice was to have
400 acres, and every captain 600 ; while fuch of
the above officers who had . families, were of-
fered a further grant of 30 acres, over and above
their refpetive quotas for every perfon belong-

VoL. V. ' D - ing
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ing to them. 'The fame conditions that were
propofed to private foldiers and fatlors, were
alfu offered to carpenters, fhip-wrights, {miths,
mafons, joiners, brickmakers, bricklayers, and
all other artificers neceflary in building and huf-
bandry. -

In fhort, all who were willing to accept thefe
prouvofals, were to be {ubfifted with their familes,
not only during their paflage, but for 12 months
after their arrival at Nova-Scotia, and to be fur-
nithed with arms and ammunition as far as
fhould be thought neceflary-for their defence ;
with a proper quantity of materials and utenfils
for hufbandry, clearing and cultivating their

‘lands, ere@ing houfes, carrying on the fifhery,
and fuch other purpofes as might be found pro-
per for their {fupport.

Thefe generous propofals had all the fuccefs
that could be defired; and about the beginning

‘of May moft of the tranfports fet {ail from
Portfmouth, with above 3000 families, and foon
after others followed from Liverpool and Ireland.
'This embarkation, which was the largelt ever

‘made on fuch an occafion, was doing at once
what in other fettlements had not been done
under a-long courfe of years. This great number
of fettlers arrived fafe at Chebucto harbour on
the 28th of July, aftera pleafant paflage of be-
tween five and fix weeks; lofing few or none in
the voyage, which was in a great meafure owing

“ to the ventilators, fixed in the tranf{ports ; a hap-

" py invention, then but lately difcovered.

On the arrival of this numerous body, they

found thé Sphinx of 20 guns, which had entered
the
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the harbour a few days before, with col. Corn-
wallis, their governor on board. His excellency
had been intormed of the arrival of the French
at Cape-Breton, which had been juit reftored to
that nation, he therefore fent for the Englith
oarrifon from Louifburgh, and they foon after
entered the harbour, with the regiments of Hop-
{fon and Warburton, on board other tranfports ;
the officers bringing with them all their furni-
ture, {everal milch cows, and other ftock, with
military ftores, and ammunition of all {forts.
About the fame time there alfo arrived a com-
pany of rangers from Annapolis, and encamped
near the new fettlers, in order to give them af-
fiftance and proteétion.

The next care of the governor, was to pitch

' upon a proper fpot for the firt fettlement, and

as the peninfula appeared preferable, both on
account of 1ts commodious fituation, and the
tertility of the foil, the able-bodied men on
board each fhip were employed in clearing
ground in order to build a town at the {outh
point, at the entrance of Sandwich river; but
many objetions being foon found againft that
place, another fpot was chofen by the governor,
at about the diftance of a mile and a half from
1t, on the fide of Chebuéto harbour, and on the
declivity of a rifing ground that commands the
whole peninfula, and would fhelter the town .
when built from the north-weft winds. 'The
beach they found was a fine gravel, convenient for
Imall boats, ‘the anchorage was every where good
for large fhips, within gun-fhot of the town, and
fmall but navigable rivers of frefh and wholefome

| D 2 waters
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waters flowed round about it. Here then they
made a fecond and more fuccefsful attempt, and
indced 1t would not have been eafy to have chofen
a more happy fituation, they therefore cleared the
ground 1n as expeditious a manner as poflible,and
having erefted alarge wooden houfe for the go-
vernor, with proper ttorehoufes, the ground was
laid out {o as to form a number of ftrait and beau-
tiful fireets, croflingeach other at equal diftances,
upon a moft exceilent plan, faid to have been
formed by the ear] of Halifax; the work went
on brifkly ; the people of New-England brought
feverzl fhipsladen with planks, door-cafes, doors,
window-frames, and other parts of houfes; and
the people being employed in fhips companies,
this created an emulation, thatrendered their la-
boursremarkably {uccefsful, {fo thatin about three
years time, this town, which was named Halifax,
ifrom that noble lord, to whom this {ettlement
owed its beginning,was finithed,and every family
had a goed houfe of their own, of which the maf-
ter was landlord. Within the fame fpace of time
were alfo ereéted a church, and wharfs, the town
was pallifadoed, and other fortifications ereéted:
fome land was alfo cleared for agriculture, and
already planted, notwithftanding the oppofition
they met with from the French, and their tools,
the Indians. ‘To explain this circumftance, 1t15
neceflary to obferve, that in the beginning of the
fettlement,, and foon after the landing of the
Englifh, 100 black cattle and fome fheep were
brought them by land from a French {ettlement
at Minas, atown about 30 miles from the bottom

of Bedford Bay ; and French deputies alfo coming
10
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to make their fubmiflions, 1t was propofed to cut
aroad thither, thofe deputies promifing to contri-
bute o men towards carrying on that work. The
Englifh alforeceived the promife of friendfhipand
afliftance from the Indians, their chiefs waiting
upon the governor for that purpofe. But thefe
{ubmiflions and thefe promifes were foon broken,
by the perfidy of the French court, which difap-
proved of thefe proceedings, and refolved to har-
rafs the Englifh before their town was built, and
their fortifications erefted. Inftruftions were
theretore {fent from France to be communicated to
the defcendants of the French in Nova-Scotia,
and immediately the {cene was changed; the
Frenchengaged the Indians to ufe their utmoften-
deavours to prevent the new colony from proceed-
ing ; and the yearin which peace was proclaimed
and Cape-Breton reftored was not expired, when
the town began to be frequently attacked in the
night, and the Englith, in a country which in .
the ftrongeft terms had been fecured by treaty to
the Britith crown, could not ftir into the adjoin-
ing woods, without the danger of being fhot,
{calped, or taken prifoners. The Englifh how-
ever profecuted the fettlement with indefatigable
induitry, and the town, as has been already men-
tioned, was foon happily finifhed. | |

But 1t was impofiible to clear woods and plough
lands, without {eparating into {mall parties, and
this work was rendered extremely dangerous ;
tor though the French and Indians durft not at-
tack any confiderable body of the Englifh, yet
they frequently fell upon {mall parties ; and tho’
they had been often repulfed, they always re-

' D3 | turned,
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turned, whenever they could find an opportunity
of doing it to advantage. Complaint of this
open war in a time of peace, was now made to
the court of France, when his moft chriftian ma-
jefty propofed that commiffaries fhould be ap-
pointed to fettle the bounds of Nova-Scotia ; but
thofe of the French endeavouring by all the arts
of fophiftry, to prove that Nova-Scotia ceded to
the Englifh by the treaty of Utrecht, was no more
than the peninfula of that country, the Britifh
commiflaries juftified our claim to the whole, by
memorials filled with the ftrongeft and moft evi-
dent proofs; and the moft trifling anfwers being
returned to thefé, admiral Bofcawen was {ent to
{eize the French fhips in North- America, that
England might once more have fomething to re-
ftore to France, as an inducement to that faithlefs
nation to adhere to her treaties; but this expedient
was 1t vain ; Francé appeared evidently to have
concerted the means of conquering all the Britith
dominions on the continent of America, and
theréforé war was entered into to preventit. Du-
ring which the town of Halifax became firmly ef-
tablithed, and thatbeing the principalrendezvous
for.our men of war, which naturally caufesaquick
circulation of money,. the inhabitants were foon
in a very profpérous fituation.

Nova-Scotiais fituated in between 419 30.and
499, 30. north latitude, and between 60 and 660
of weft longitude, and is bounded by the bay of
St. Laurence, on the north-eaft; by the river of St.
Laurence on thé north-weft; by New-England
on the fouth-weft, and by the bay of Fundy, and
the Atlantic océan on the eaft. According t{O

| theic
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thefe limits 1t contains about 420 milesin length,
and 3801n breadth. The fouth-eaftern partis a
large peninfula, extending from the north-eait
to the fouth-weft, and joined to the main land
by an 1fthmus a little above the gulph of Canfo.
Though the weather i1s very fharp in winter, yet
the air, efpecially about the town of Halifax, 1s
remarkably clear, fo that the fevereft frofts are
frequently accompanied with a fine azure tky and
funfhine : but though the cold in winter 1s very
{evere, the fummer 1s hotter than in England.
The coaft has the advantage of many bays, har-
bours, and creeks, and the land 1s enriched by
many rivers, fome of which are navigated for a
long courfe by the native Indians. The harbour
of Chebufto, upon which is fituated the metropo-
lis, may juftly be efteemed one of the fineftin the
world, and has extraordinary advantages for a
filhery. ‘T'he entranceinto it is from the fouth,
with a large 1fland of an irregular form, lying on
the north-eaft fide, named Cornwallis ifland,
from the firft governor of Halifax. Betwixt this
ifland and the oppofite fhore on the fouth-weft,
is a2 channel deep enough for the largeft fhips.
This ifland, as well as a {maller one that lies
higher up the harbour, named George Ifland,
1s very commodioufly fituated for a fithery, and
has conveniencies of all forts proper for drying
and curing the fifh.

About two miles higher up the harbour 1is a
creek on the fouth-weft fide, with a fmall har-
bour at its entrance. This creek, which was
called by the firft fettlers of Halifax, Sandwich

River, is at the mouth about as wide and deep as
the
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the Thames at London-Bridge, and is falt water
tor about four or five miles up, when it terminates
where a fmall frefh-water rivulet falls into it from
the north. I'rom the mouth of Sandwich River
to the oppolfite fide of the harbour, is about two
miles, with good anchoring ground for the largeft
fhips 1n any partofit, and a fine watering place
on the north-eaft fide: the land on both fides is
exceeding high, and in general very rich and
fertile, but covered with wood.

About four or five miles north of the above
river i1s a narrow entrance of half a mileinto Bed-
tord Bay,whichisaboutiz milesin circumference,
and has feveral creeksat the bottom ofit, abound-
ing with the fineft falmon in the greateft plenty:
there are alfo leveral iflands in 1t; and a great
quantity of pines, fit for mafts, grow on the welftern
fide of 1t. T'his bay, with the harbour, and Sand-
wichriverdividethe peninfula from the main land,

Upon theoppofite fhore are {everal large rivers,
among which that of St. John 1s the moft confi-
derable. Itisten leagues diftant from the gut of
Annapolis,and has avery long courfe. Thereare
prodigious falls of water near its mouth no lefs
than 3o fathoms deep, occafioned by the great
head of water above, and the channel here being
pent up between two fteep mountains., By this
river, and the afliftance of fome land carriage,
there 1s a communication with the river of St.
ILaurence; the French hzad therefore erefted a fort
upon it, which was taken by the Englifh in the
beginning of the late war.

The woods abound with game, efpecially

partridges, wild ducks, wild gcefe, woodcocks,
‘ - herons,
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herons, pigeons, &c. among the beafts are moft
of the forts found in New-England. Thetrees
are oak, fir, fpruce, birch,-&c. and the fruit
found growing wild, are goofberries, rafberries,
ftrawberries, &c.

The inhabitants of this province, are com-
puted at above 20,000. The commodities ex-

ported from thence are chiefly lumber, fuch as
plank, ftaves, hoops, joifts, &c. and fifh.

THE



