Fhe fewiral Prinfers in 16t Urited States are requefed
10 publifl (nwith General Pigot's Letter to Sir Hinry
Clinton of tbe 31f8 of Augufi) the follving Olfere
VAot !

W HETHER s letter was (in £28) written

by Sir Robert Pigot, or framed by the Britith

Miniftry, s hard to detennine, The Itters of (he

Dritilh Commanders In Amierica have ever appeared

replete with fallhood and mifreprefentatian, butin no

inflance have they equalled the grofs mifteprafents-
tions and palpable falthoods in this, Eithesthe Britifh

Miniflers alter the lotters, and fafhion them to their

own tafle, before they. fuffer them to be publifhed, or

the Commandcrs are & {atent upon decgiving, the

Minifters, as tbey are upon cajoling their Sovereign

ard the people.

Sir Robers (ays, that Capt, Chriftian, Lieutenanis
Foreft and Otwey, returned the fire of the EFrench
Heet, both In comirgin and golng out, with great
{pirit, and in a good direétion § but fortunately not
one man was killed on his fide, or any injury done,
except to fome houfes in town. e might have
added, with equal truth, that not a fingle fhot of
thel's (truck o veflel in the French flect, notwithe
Azndirg iheir good direftion ; and that much fnuepts
dity could not be fhewn by officers commanding in
battsries, whete the enemy’s balls never reached,

In order 8 account for his flow and timid move.
inents on the 2gth of Augult, he fays, the rehels made
a fland, and wrre In great force on QuakeroHNI,
which occafioned him to fend a number of eroops to
foftain General Smith bug that his perfeverance
had pained that fronp peit before 1Eey arrived,
Parhaps it may be recellaty to remmk here, that the
greas force which appeared on Quaker.Hill, was
sart of our light troops, commanded by Col. Henry
n. Livingﬂon, whith amounted only to 369 men, and
that corps had orders to retreat, and if poflible to
draw the tnemy on {o the place where vur amm,
wias formed, which wias at Butie's or Windmill-Hit,
Sir Robert ought nlfo to be reminded, that the fison,

oft he paints at Quaker. Hill was never di(mnvcres

Et‘l by himfelf, for cvety other perfon who has viewed

the ground mult confefs, that in coining from New.

* pork dtls a perfect level for two miles before the
round defcends wowards the north,  The pott is ine
ﬁozd advantageous againk an enemy advancing to-
wards Newport, but not fo againft an  enemy
coming fram thendc to the north end of the ifland,

Thele light troops did retreat from Quaker-Flill,

agreeable to order, covered by a finall regiment

comma ded by Lieut, Col, Sprout, and brought off
with therm a Belufh Lieatensur aod fevernl other pti-

the west read, wne (o ipatthed Fanmings tojs tyan
General Lofberg, who obliged the enemy (as he
{ays) 10 quit two redoubts made (o cover their ee
teeat,  Thiy alarming fire proceeded from parg of
oyt light staops, commanded by Col, Lautens, gone
j'xﬂing of 248'men oaly, which wete pofted there as
‘an adyanced picker, to watch the motlons of the
eremy, and to retreat, and draw them on o the maln
 emy, If poflible ; ‘the two redoubis he tells of wera
fome flight works, thrown up ‘durlrg the fiege, but
never had any antillery in them, nqr was there an
idea of tlie Ametlcan_army retresthg  when thay
were conflruéled, nordid Col, Laureas placs a fingle
man in them, to make the lealt anempt o defend
them, Th the motnleg of the d&tion,  So that Gen.
Lotberg with his large: body af uuogn, juined by
Fanning's corpy, obliged 248men (o obey the order
tHey had beforereccived forjoining the main army,
and took two ftronp redoubts, which no perfon ate
‘tempted to occupy or defend, He taen poss on to
inform Gen, Clinten, that towards evening thercbels
having made ah ‘atienpt to fureound and cut off the
Heflians, who were advanced on the left, the regls
ments of Fuming and Hyyne were ordered up to
their fypport, and after & fmart engagement with the

encmy, obliged them to retecat to thelr ‘main body}

on Windmill.Hill. The fadt was exallly thereverfe s
Tha Hellians made an_ attempt to turn the right of
the American array, at the time the fhips began their
fire on that flank, and were driven back in great cone
{ifion g their works on Turkey.f1illy So far was
the Awmmrican atmy ‘rom being driven, that the Rrft
line was advznced half s mile further atthe clofe of
the day than it was in the maning, and nur pickers at
might wete futioned beyond the field of altlont acd
the fame Col. Campbell, on whom Le fays fell the
welght of (he action, came the next day with a flag,
to ,ogb:aln permifiion 1o {ra on the field of battle, in
Fearch 6f this dead body of his n.phew; Eofign Bultace,
who he told Col. Shetburne and Coli Fleury fell
by his fide, and that our troaps prefled them fo had
oa their retreat, that they could not bring off his bedy,
Sir Robert forgot to mention, that his Britans on the
right advanced up almoft abreaft with Windmill Hili
in the morning, and were beat back by Gen, Glo-
ver's brigade to QuakersHill; and that hrigade
remained, through the whole day, half & mile
advanced of where the Britifh troops bud taken poRt
in the morning, 1n fhort, the falthoods and mifres
prefentations in this letier have no exampld but in
thofe accounts with which Britifh Commanders have
long been endeavouring 10 decelve mankind, It i
furprlzing that any officer, who hus the leat regard
for hls own honor, fhould give an account which both
atmics.uuft agree has no foundation in trath, The
account of the killed, wounded and mifing, 1s flil]
mote errancous, if pofible: He makes the whole lofs
but 256, when, from the befi authority, weo know
the lfs (including the deferters which came off #hile
our army was on the iflard) amounts to 1023 ; but
thisfs not to be wondered at, when we confider, that
Gen, Howe informed the minifiry, or rather the mi-
nitry informed the world, that at the battle of
Trentan, the lofs In killed, wounded and miffing, wa
batwesn fix and feven hundred, when it was notarious,
that we took upwards of a thoufand prifenars, exclue
five of killed and wounded; and at the battle of
Princeton, hie informed the mlnmr{,, that the lofs
in killed, wounded and mifling, was b¥tween two and
three bundred, when the prifoners 1aken amounted
to upwords of five, befides a confiderable number of
killed pnd wounded 3 and Sir Henry Clinton, 10 ex-
cufe his fl;ing 2t midnight from ths plains of Mon«
‘month, to avold Gen, Walhington, tells the miniflry,
thathe did it 10 take advantage of the moon-light to
jin Gen, Kniphavfen 3 but unfonunmely for Sir
Jenty, there was no moon, of which he could avail
himfelf at the time, the having charged but threg
days befores  T'hofe mattens being cotfidered, they
may fa fome meafure excule Sir Robert, and prove
that he is only following the example of his fuperiors,
His defcrption of the retreat of the American army
1s truly flriking ; he fayy, that, by means of the great
number of boals, the enemy retreated in the night
over Brifol and Howland's Ferry, The vigilant
Slr Robert onght to have recolleéted, that the anny -
was pofted with allitsfores near two miles from the
ferry, where it croffed, and that the multiplicity of
b 1d be no advantage in movingall the artillery
and flores of the army vear twamilesby land, before
they came to the place of crofling; orif writing the
trath iy admiflible in a Britith army, it might be as
well for him to have fald, that "he was fo feverely *
unithed, for pting to moleft the Amerlcan arm;
!’n their setreat, that he did not chufe to hazard anoe
ther attempt, Butto crown the whole, and to pruve
10 §ir.Henry Clinton what important aZvantsges
weee gained by the Ametlcan army'’s retreat, he
concludes the nerrative by affurlng him, that the
encmy, by reweating oft the ifland, relinquithed
every bold o; it, and' refigned to them the cntire
T e

{fonerr, and retreated in the bel osder, i e
g peeat inwepidity and perfeverance of General

Lmith, E

sir Robert dhenspas alermed with & fmart fitlng on
L T

g never could have
been drawn by Sir Henry, if 8ir Robert had not af-

+ filted hls reafoning faculties, by teminding him that

an atny, by retreatlng fom an ifland, rellsqaithas the

enfere Brsression of t
Though he hastsken groat palay to paloy thelnfy
vety avd good condutt of hls troopsin their et g f
ment with our advenced coipr,  he gl b
glven & more Mijking defcriptien of hiv'awn heroi§
and thatof Generals Bmith and Lofherg, withy
braye troops under thelr coromand, by adopiy§
Addi{on's defcription of the batile of the Plzmies, wi§]
fome (il alierations, A8
Nor lefs on earth the Pigmy fisry glows,
Whofe chiefs for fight the martlal troops difpofs,
Dite& the war, and a3 the fus drawa near,
Ltach gripes bis fword, and eager thakes his fpear
While clofely wedg'd, and dreadfulto the. fus,
Their double battle hides the plain below s
And now the Gen'ral of this Pigmy threng,
Advancing, flstks with ampla fiides along ;
Glowly he moves, majefically tall,
‘T'ow’ts c'er his troops, and overloolss them ally:
A glant Pigmy, whofe high fpirits fwell,
Elaied with the fize of half 2n ell.
Stern was his vilagé, fer his face all o'er
Qfreliét claws tho dire impreffions bore,« L
Andfeam'd with ghaitly woundy, his masly breat
Sull own'd the foc, and Ml] thelrnails confet, ¥4
Henge wrath, immortal nerath, hls bofom fird,
To quell thale rebels that his fall confpic’d,
Who join'dn arms his fury 16 seftraln, -
Whet'keen thelr claws, and plurge their beaks ia val,
Qit. &1 his word 113 ¢dge in battle hows,
To lop 2 pinion and retard his focs,
What hezps of dead, what mountains of the flajn,
What laoghter reddens all the flippery plain't
While fighing o’cr Strymonlan lake along, il
Srd widow Iengulth]and fad orphans moan, |
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