THE

WEST INDIA MERCHANT.

BEING 4
SERIES ofr PAPERS
'ORI’GINf’tLL}’

?RINTED UNDER THAT SIGNATURE
;r; THE
LONDON EVENING POST.

WITH |
iCO’RI_lECTI_ONS AND NOTES.

BY THE AUTHOR.

L OND O N:

Printed for J. ALmow, oppofite Burlington Houfe,
in Piccadilly.

M DCC LXXVi.



THE
EDITOR Tto Tre READER.
. CourTEoUS READER,
& X7 E have feen the Beginning’_of d
- great Revolution, the Revolt of thir<
teen, noble Provinces ; but we have not yet
feen the end of it: whatever, or when<
ever, that fhall be, we, in the interim,
think it our profeffional duty, independant
of our interefls, to record, for the inftruc-
tion or amulement. of Poﬁefit'}"', all Fa&s,
Sentiments and Opinions, concerning this
great and important Tranfation, that comé
within ,our knowledge and power; and
more efpecially fuch documents, as being
founded on general principles of found po-
licy, feem to be the genuine productions
of fober.men, untaintéd by factions. And
although the Grandees, of the prefent age
in our Nation, feem to have profited little
by the Hiffories of the Revolutions of
Switzerland, of the _Ne;berlmid}, and of
our own Country, in the three laft cen:
turies ; being perhaps more delighted with.
perufing the Narratives and Memoirs of
the Heroic Ufurpations of the Kings of Dens
mark and Sweden, and of othér Monarchs, -
over thofe /egal Right; and Immunities of
their Fellow Creatures, which, they were
chgfen; and fworn, to defend ; we do not,
how-
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however, on that account, relax our honeft
endeavours for the improvement of the po-
litical Virtue and Morals of Mankind.

The giddy and unthinking of the prefent
age, not {ufficiently warned or intimidated
by the apprehenfion of Maladies, which
“are deferibed, in many grave and lcarned
Authd:s, to be the certain confequences of
their debauched Lives, fuffer themfelves to
be fatally convinced by fad Experience :
Yet their negligence does not prevent the
medical Philofopher. from continuing to
¢ommunicate his farther Difcoveries from
repeated diffections of difcafed bodies.

In like manner, we go on, colle&ing
every thing that may contribute to fhew
pofterity, what were the generai fentiments
of private, as well as of public’ perfons,
daring the progrefs of this gredt Revolution.
To this end, we havé; in this Voliume,
collécted, from the feattered pages of the
London Evemng Poft, the Sentiments and
Oplmohs of the Weft India Marcbmzr, his
Friends and Correfpondents, on this ‘inte-
refting Subjet, agreeable to the defite ex-
preffed in his laft Number

FAREWELL.

THE
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T'H'E
WEST INDIA MERCHANT.

TAKEN FROM THE
LONDON EVENING POST cr Janvary, 1776.
NUMBER L

S IR,

'Y AVING fpent the greateft part of
my life in a compting-houfe, "I ne-
ver troubled my head much about the poe.
litical difputes between minifters and anti-
minifters, till this laft great topic concern-
ing America compelled me to take notice
of- it, as it broke into my compting-houfe,
and gave a fhock, through the whole cir-
cle of my dealings, to that little property
which I have been all my life labouring for.
The late extenfion of the Weft-India
trade in the Ceded Iflands, appeared to me
in fo advantageous a light, that about five
years ago I quitted another branch of bu-
fine(s, and adventured my whole capital,
for confignments, among the new planters.
The confident language of the Miniftry
Iaft year, who affured us that our difputes
with North-America would be fettled in a
few months, kept me tolerably cafy, tho’,
impreflions made on me by the rational
doubts and forebodings of many of our
B2 " body.
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body, as exprefled in our petitions * to
Parliament, obliged me to think ferioufly
and fteadily on :the fubjeét, though to my
ffxame, I own, I did not fign thofe pe-
titions. - B .' '
~ Unhappily, every thing aflerted by the
Miniftry has been falfified by events, which _
have proved the. fotebodings of the plan:
ters to be too true. But (as I have faid
above) having confined my attention prin~
cipally to the perfet underftanding of my
own. bufinefs, 1 nenerally concluded. that
men, who fet themfelves up for Minifters
of State, would, in like manner, apply
themfelves ftudioufly to be mafters of tbesr
trade, and confequently that their {chemes
and plans would be. equitable, rational;
practicable, and fo probable for their exe-
cution, that the odds of fuccefs thould al-
ways be greatly in their favour. The whole
train of events for fome years paft, and the
‘miferable ftate to which our trade and na.
tional profperity are now reduced, convince
me of the contrary in every point.

My correfpondents in Grenada, Tobago,
St. Vincent’s, and Dominica (whofe calcu-
Jations of great crops have hitherto {o far
deceived both themfelves and me, that ]
have advanced both in money and credit
by much too far, without the rcturns I

~ # Sce the account of the Petition in Almon’s Parlia-
mentary Regifter, yol. I. pages 13t and 327, and in
Remembrancer, vol. IL. p. i02.

Y had
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had reafon to expedt) now call upon me to
-{end them dut ‘provifions and Jumber from
Europe, or they muft inevitably be ruined
for want of thefe fupplies, which hitherto
they had at 2 moderate price fiom North-
America, in exchange for theii rurh, which
now, fince the lofs of that market, will lie
as a dead ftock upon their hands. To make
{uch a farther advance as this demand re- .
guires, while things are more likely to grow
-worfe than better, has thrown me into fuch
4 perplexity, that ] know not how I can pro-
ceed, or what todo.  If I deny the requett,
I ruin my correfpondents, and perhaps lofe
my capital: If I comply with it, I entan-
gle myfelf ftill further, perhaps to be more
compleatly ruined at laft. The agitation
of my mind, under this dilemma, laft night,
produced the following dream :

i ¢ I thought, -that having adventured fo
much of my propeity in the new Iflands,
I had determined to make a voyage there,
to be at- hand to levy on the éffeéts or ef-
tates of my correfpendents, as prudence or
neceflity might direGt me, but in my paf-
fage was taken by a North American pri-
vateer, in view of a fquadron of French
and Spanifh men of war, and was carried
to Philadelphia, where I heard a treaty was
jult concluded with France, Spain, and
Pruffia; that the Spaniards had propofed to
have Jamaica in exchange for the Iflind of
' Porto
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Porto Rico ; but the Congrefs infifted, that
{as they had been obliged to affert their in-
dependence in oppofition to a barbarous,
minifterial faction, which not only endea-
voured to trample on their rights, natural
and civil, but in the execution renounced
thelaws of humanity) it would ill become
them to barter away the pofleffions of their
brethren in Jamaica, without their own
confent. But if the planters of Jamaica,
on being confulted, could be convinced
that the Ifand of Porto Rico would af-
ford them eftates equivalent to what they
now poflefled, and fufficiently indemnify
them- for the charge of removal, and
would on that account confent to the
propofed exchange; they would then ac-
commodate the Spaniards in this propofi-
tion, as it would bring their brethren fome-
what nearer to them. But as this was not
then in their power, they agreed on an al-
ternative, that Porto Rico fthould be ex-
changed for Jamaica or Penfacola, at the
option of the Congrefs, who knew, at all
events, what lmppmcis they could confer on
the inhabitants of the latter, by removing
them from their prefent mifery. France
had St. Vincent's, Grenada, and Dominica;
and Pruffia had Tobago, fecuring to the
inhabitants of thefe four iflands their pro-
perty, and the continuation of their prefeat
laws
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laws and forms ‘of government ; but the
dominion of Jamaica, the old ILeeward
Iflands, and Barbadoes, with rights of hav4
ing reprefentatives in the General Congrefs,
was guarantied by thefe three powers to the
United Colonies. — Lord have mercy upon
me, and Old England, faid I, —~muft I
now look to France and Pruffia for my pro-
perty in the Ceded Iflands!” — And fay-
ing this, I thought I fell as into a fwoon,
and hit my head againft a table, the fhock
of which awaked me. '

Now, Sir, though T was rejoiced to find
this was only a dream, yet by rcfle@ing
upon it, and confidéring what I fhould do,
if fuch a reverie fhould become real, m
perplexity was greater than before: where-
fore I refolved to fend this narrative to you,
hoping you will favour me with a corner
of your paper as an occafionai correfpond-

ent, for at prefent my thoughts are in fuch
a crouded confufion, that I cannot give

them orderly utterance. 1 alfo wifh for
the affiftance and advice of my brethren
and affociates, planters and merchants ; for
as thofe who are combined to injure u:s, muft
either be ignorant fools, or rogues, I hope
it is not abfolutely out of the power of
honeft and wife men to form fuch a com-

bination, as may legally and equitably
oppofe them to effect.

NU M.
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IT is reported, I cannot fay on whaé
“authority, that the Congrefs has refol-.
ved to open a trade to, and with all the
world, except Great-Britain and Ireland,
by which I undeffland they would relax,
their former refolation in favour of the
Suger Iflands. =~~~ .
If this fhould be true, what an unhap-,
Py confequence muft the late hafty mea~
fure, the Prohibitory A&, have? For by
cutting off all communication and com-~.
merce between our Sugar Iflands and the,
United Colonies, it will prevent them from
receiving thofe fupplies for their fubfif
tencé, which the humanity of the United
Colonies would have given, and which this
country cannot give effettually, and I fear
will not even grant what they can, _
Hitherto our Sugar Iflands have been
fupplied with corn, bifcuit, cattle, {alted
provifions, and principally falt fith, (which
* laft is the chief fupport of the labouring
clafs) and alfo with Iumber, under which
denomination is comprehended all forts of
timber, planks, boards, &c. for main-
taining their buildings, and for making the
cafks, without which they could not fave
or convey their produce to market. And
all thefe neceflaries they paid for conve-
niently by barter ; that is, with'a p'ar}t] of
their
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their ptodudts, and chiefly with ram ; fot
being by the feveral navigation acs confined
to a narrow channel of domeftic frade,
and moft of the wealthy planters refiding
in England, their fpendings here, toge-
ther with the freight, the coft of cloat'ffing;
furniture, iron fools; and fundry other
ftores and implements feat from Great-
Britain, generally exhauft the value of all
the reft of their products, fo that little or
no money in gold or filver fpecie, is re-
turned fo the iflands from hence; and con-
{fequently the North-American commerce
(by fupplying what this country could not)
was not only indifpenfibly neceffary for the
exiftence of the Weft-India Colonies as
fugar plantations, but alfo their traders, by
accepting payments in rugg, inftead of cath,
were ferving the intereft of Great-Britain,
and of the Sugar Iflands, in a double ca-
pacity. _

In confideration of the abofe-mentioned
circumftances, I find it is now the unani-
mous opinion of our body, that to' what-
ever part of the world we are to look for
fupplying the Sugar Iffands with lumber
and provifions, there is a preliminary ftep
to' be taken, which is to find a market for
that part of the fum (upwards of fifty thou-
fand puncheons) which hitherto was taken
by North-America, in exchange for lum-
ber and provifions, without which expe-

dient
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dient the planters are in no condition t¢'
pay for thcm_; for, as in the iﬂands, their
produce, fugar, or rum, is their only mo
ney ; and rum was a fpecies fufficient to
pay for the aforefaid fupplies, as purchafed
of the North Americans, it is clear, that
after the North-American commerce is cat
off, if that money (rum) cannot be made
to pafs in exchange elfewhere, they cannot
purchafe thefe fupplies at all.

And therefore, if the wifdom of adminij-
ftration, or of Parliament, or of the power
that manages that wifdom, does not find
them as czrtain, and as good 2 market for
their rum, as they have deprived them of
m North-America, there can be no doubt;
but that all the fmaller eltates muft ceafe
to be {ugar plantations, to the ruin, not only
of nineteen in twenty of the planters (for
whom as a fpecies of foreigners, it muft
be confefled we have very little regard) but
alfo to ourfelves, and-our trade here at home,
to a degree that will fhake both the Ex-
change and the Exchequer.

P.S. My nephew, Welchcotton (whole
father was happy enough to make his for-
tune, and retire from buiinefs before the
commencemsnt of the prefent’ diforder in
the State) being lately married, wrote to
me to look out for a decent houfe to be
purchafed for him, in the new ‘buildings

at the Weft end of the town, But I ad-
vifed
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wifed him to content himfelf for a while
with lodgings, as I had reafon to think he
may have great choice, a year or two hence,
at fifty per cent. below the prefent rate,
He has been prudent enough to liften to
my advice, and in his anfwer has fent me
the following epigram, in the laconic ftyle
of the London Gazette, made by the cu-
rate of his parith, and which I think is not
amifs : .

One Hannibal from Carthage pafs’d the Alps,
And put the Romans in a mighty pother;

One ArnoLrp pais’d the wildernefs of Scalps,
And fcar'd Quebic !--where find we fuch another?

NUMBER Il
Mr. Printer, |
SHALL trouble you no further at
I prefent, than to communicate to you
the following letter from a correfpondent.

I am, &c.
' The Weft India Merchant.

Tothe WEST-INDIA MERCHANT.

SIR, Hereford, Jan. 19, 1776.

I dined vefterday at the houfe of a wor-
thy gentleman, who, for the fake of good
neighbourhood, endeavours, in the midft
of our county buftle*, to make his houfe

* A contefted Election.
C2 a ney «



