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- For MON D AY, Septémber 24, 1781.

_NARRATIVE of the SIEGE of GIBRALTAR, taken from the
JOURNAL of a LaDY who was prefent on the Spot.

_ O N the 12th of April, 1781,.at one o’clock in the morning,
“" an Englifh cutter came in with news of the fleet being within

a few leagues of us. Extravagant was our joy, you may be fure 3
and, while friends and neighbours were congratulating each other
on the profpect of eating beef and mutton once more, the Spa-
niards, about eleven o’clock, began the moft furious bombard-
ment ever heard of.—Terror and confternation deprived me for a
minute of fenfe and motion. Our houfe was one of the neareft
~ to the Spanifh lines. I feized my children, and ran with them
towards Montague’s baftion, which I knew was bomb-proof. An
Officer of the 58th regiment met me, faying, ¢ For God’s fake,
Madam, where are 'you going ? Do not you know that you are
going nearer to the enemy’s fire ¢ Stoop with your children under
this covered way.” Six and twenty pounders, without number,
went over my head, I prefented my little ones towards Heaven,
and, in anagony of prayer, befought the Almighty to prelcrve us.
I then had the courage to advance towards Montague’s batftion,
and, having walked down a few fteps, my ftrength failed me, and

- Ifell down the reft. Fortunately I received no hurt, and ran, or
rather flew, into the foldiers barracks. This was no time for the
indulgence of pride, diftinétion, or even delicacy. Thefoldiers
who were off duty, in their blunt, honeft way, endeavoured to
chear ‘my fpirits, faying, ¢ Never fear, Madam ; if the d—d
Dons. fire to eternity, they will never take the old rock, nor the
good fouls that are upon it ; and, if General Elliott would lec us
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Mally outat.Landport-gate, my life to a farthing .we would lay the '
- Spanifi_camp.in"afhes.” T admired their: courage, but could not
eat any dinner with them, agreeable to their kind invitation.

We were then firing upon the enemy from -almoft every battery

» thatibore..upon - them.: My, head was. almoft diftracted - with the
noife of fo many cannon being fired from the top of the building
where I had taken thelter. I had the happinefs, however, of fee-
“"ing my hufband enter’ the place : luckily for me, he was.not on
duty that, or the day following ; he produced a curtain, and hung
it round one of the foldiers beds for me.. I laid down in my
cloaths; bt ﬂeep was out of the queftnon 3 the ‘burfting of fhells,
and the terrifying found of cannon-balls, were fufficient to keep:
.me awake : add to this, the difagrecablenefs of ying amongft near
an hundred private foldiers ; yet I was thankful to find admitrance
even here ; for none know what they will fubmit to, in order to
' fave; theinlives, till they are tried with the. near profpeé’c of ap=
proachmg death, .

Thenext day our fervant faid he would venture into our houfe,
-+and endeavour toibring. me a few. cloaths : he djd fo, but found it
almoft'in ruins 3, a.thell burft in the kltchen, and a ball entered
- the roof, and paﬂ"ed through my bed into the parlour, whllc he
was therge . .,
© On the tivird, day, Mr. — . was- Lleutenant of the plcquet

. ~—many, buildings were fet on ﬂrc by, the enemy ’s fhells,; and it
'was -his duty. to fee the firés put out, and to_prote :& fome of the
 better fort of the inhabitants, who_were endcavourmg ‘to remove

« their.effeds: to the South, and who had applied.to, the Governor:
¢ for. asguard for that purpofo. I copld.not recolle@ . the dangers
“he.was expofed to, wnthout bemg almoft certain I ﬂlould never fce
hlmngam AN e s : :

- While I was, tortunng myfelf with thefe reﬂcﬂlons, xan order

. came for.all the foldiers,in. Montagug’s baftion to remove to the
«Kiaglss . I and. my, little ones were to maich hkgwnfc. T was, if
poiT:ble, mose terrified than hefore 5 for.I" had a much Ionger way
1o g0, and; the«Spamards were, ﬁrmg from all their battern.s Tothe
Jateft period of.my life thall I remember, with, angm[h _hat 'dreada
ful walk |- Sometimes.[ Roppcd and thought I mxght as well re-
dign: myfelfnto d;e, and, with my qmvenng lips, begged Heaven
tojadmit me-into.its dlvme abpdcs —But when I looLcd on my
«children, Iﬂartcd up and d:aggeg them forwards not knowmg :

‘what1.did.., Our fcrvants, and .two foldners who were mth me,
faxd all .they. could to comfort and encouragé me. | .-

- At Jength we arrived fafe at the King’s battion., Mr. —

~'was marching the picquet from thence : he waved his hand but,

being on duty, could not ffop to fpeak to me. 'The'room I was
put
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put into fmelt vcry dnflgreeably 3 I enqmred the cauf'c, and was
told 'a’ fiian' was killed iti(it, . ot an:hobr : beforé; by a baIl which;
entered in at a hole over the door. |

(No withftanding " thé'vigilance of the Officers, and non-com-
miffioned Officers, many'of the men were thamefully intoxicateds.
The Town-Major; and & Harty' of foldiers, rwere bufily-employed
in ﬁavmg all the cafks of liquor they could find.in the:towny And,
here T “caniiot help reﬂe&mg on’ any of therwine and liquor
me’chants, ‘who'hoardéd up ‘their Htocks:to enhanceitheir values
’till dt laft'they were drank by any’! perfon, or ftavedby::ordeniof;
thé' Goverhor, and ﬁuﬂ'ex‘ed to run mto thef..m' But cuntiing often:
: cver-rcaches itfelfl i i 1.9« VW 1wl vey ‘einids

“"This place was! fo crouded thh foldlers, that'it was.impoflible
to procure either ‘a bed or® platform iy fervant put:meia mattrafs
into‘a kind of 'arch,’or hole; by 'the doors-/and in herek"and iy
children crepe. 'T ‘wasill for ‘watit of Hleep;iyet-icould not comit
poﬁ! myfelf to-reft.* Though tieither thot norifhellicould: pierce
the roof, yet the enemy kept on“fo’ furioustadcannonading, that.I
thought we - muftlofe “nunibers' of our’men. )!dtiwas: computed
¢liat ‘tHe Spanidrds fired, tpon 4n' average,at(the rate,of wyo:bune
dred fhot’ and‘{hclls afi Bouribe .97 ¢ o se oo of Letdraash

“THe Spanifh chuarch, and many other bulldmos, were at this
time in ﬂames.‘” THe'firft obje& I beheld tini the mornirigy:was a
fidn lyan’ dead by the ddér.”' He dxcd I was told, frdm ‘intoxicas
tloﬂ. f1ey 2 l P o) Ny ot .“,._:“_ o th rr 2ICC
" Some hours after thns, I faw Dr. C m and Licutenant
S—_Rfall; they were wounded by the fphntcrs ‘of.;ai fhellis
the formét had ‘his footfhot ‘off, the Jatter had-a dangerous.cantu-
fion on his head, He was the fon of my old friend sba better
heart ‘never'inhabited a human’ bréaft. © They brought his fword
to me, ‘andy as'he‘was darrying to‘the hofpital, our fervant, with
his ‘dhual bluntntfs, camé-andtold' me I'might take a:laft;:view: of
him, for'it'was'fuppofed " he “céuld ot furvive the:drefling-of:. hls
Wdlmd In this, however,'he' was happily miftakeni 1w

- M. - -'was' on guard ‘thie next dayyiand; as foon as he
cartie off, Ke infotmed te an"rdeér: was given. out-for-all [fanks of
women to reniove'td the"South, - 1'tas again in‘terrors, . butiwas
obliged to'obey.* My hafbind cdrried my: lictle Charlotteyiwhile
my fon Jack ran by my fide. ~We pot fafe to:the navyhofpital ;
but; ‘when'’ Ehere, found it fo crouded'wmh wounded foldiers, thdt
we coufd not’ procux‘e a place to'lie'down 'in, ‘except an/opep gale
léry 'T'wept ‘in filehce'! “Mr, —— at laft recolleCted a lady of
our regimént, wh Had’ been here fome tis'befare the fisge, on ac-
count of her health. She readily admitted me, and .gave:me a
dlﬂl of tea, whlch was a great refrefhment. Jo lald ' mat on the
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ﬂoor, and that night {lept three hours, whlch feemed to put new,.
life into me. ;
- April 19, "The Commanding Oﬂicer of our reglment was, fo
kind as to fend 'a marquee for us.. Captain » Who was al-f
ways a generous friend to my little famxly, defired me to have it -
- fixed in his'garden.” :

My hufband was that night on guard, and I had no company.
but my children, | Never fhall I forget the fhocking fcene day-
light prefented to me.  The Spanifh gun-boats were firing upon
us with all.the  rage'of .well-direGted artillery.—Gun-boats, me-
thinks you fay | What are thofe ?—I will tell you. . They are
boats conftruéted: on purpofe’ for. catrying mortars and cannon,
' from which they throw: thirteen-inch fhells, and twenty-fix poun-
ders.  From thefe dreadful vifitors no human forefight:can find a
fhelter : it is all chance, and they are fuch fmall obje&s, and fa
uncertain to hit, that:it:is only a wafte of ammunition” in our bat—
teries to attempt to-bear upon them. =
A woman, whofe tent was. a Jlittle below mme, was cut in two, -
as fthe was drawing on:her ﬁockmgs ! Our fervant ran in, and en-
deavoured to encourage me : he made me a kind of breaft-work
of bads, trunks, mattrafles, bolfters, and whatever elfe he could

find, and fet me bebind them.. I clafped r my darlings, and prayed
" moft fervently, that: the. ball that. fhould pierce their tender ba=
foms, might transfix my own too! But how needlefs was this
prayer—I_ circled- them in my arms, and ‘muft have perithed with
them, had chance or fate (call it which you will) directed a fhot
or‘fhell to the place where I fat.” The balls fell round me on
every fide 1.

‘Wihen thefe formldable wﬁtants had expended their ammuni-
tlon, they retireds ' refolved to fleep no more in that place ; yet,
where :to ' find .one that was fafer, I knew not ; for thefe infernal
fpitfires can attack any quarter of the garrifon they pleafe.

The town was now become little more than a heap of ruins.
The provifions which we had in the gamfon before the arrival of
the flect, were burned : but the army did not efteem this a mif-
fortune ; .we rather rejoiced at it, for fome of them were fo bad :
that there was no bearing ta be within the fmell of them.

- April 23, I begged Mr, ——— to let me take the fervant’s
tent 'towards Europa; I fancied I could lean againft the rocks
there, and find fhelter from the fhot from the enemy. He faid,

there might .be a chance of fecuring myfelf againft a ball ; but
_ aﬂ’ured me, -one plage was npo more fecure than anothcr agamﬁ :
their fhells,

"1 was prevailed op to ﬂay a few mghts mofe in this place, as [
hul here the pleafure of Mrs, D— t’s company, who “alsl at

. a
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all times a kind nelghbour, and.fympathizing friend. - We were,,
in fome refpe@s, in fimilar cxrcumﬂances, the fuckled a darlmg
" child as well as myfelf.:

~ April 30. T had enough of fleeping, or. rather. endeavourmg to
fleep in this fpot. The -gun-boats paid us another vifit, and
killed feveral people. I fuffered 'greatly laft night from. another
caufe. About eleven o’clock it began to thunder and lighten ex~
ceedingly ; the flathes feemed: to laft feveral minutes, and the
thunder was fo uncommonly loud, that the like had never been .
- heard fince the great ftorm which happened. thirty years ago. The
rain deluged through' our tent, but I did not mind. being wet."
The glare of the lightning: was fo.great, that my cyes were fen=
fibly affeCted ; and though accuftomed to 'the thunder rattling ,
amongft the rocks at Gibraltar, yet this by far excceded all I ever
heard, Mr. U afked if I fhould think myfelf fafer in,
Captain D t’s fummer-houfe ?. He went firft to fee if it was
open ; but between the flafhes it.was fo dark, that h¢ could not,
keep the road‘: at laft he got there, and found our fervant, whom
he fent to carry -the children. I went to thedoor of the tent,
but the whole hemifphere feemed on fire 3 and,.as.if . we did not,
fuffer enough from the Spaniards, Heaven’s amllery feemed in ar-
ray againft us! ‘They ‘were firing-all the time; hut we could’
fcarcely hear their cannon, the thunder was fo loud —T owardSr
morning the ftorm abated.

May 8. Affairs remamed in.much the fame ﬁtuatlon. Our
enemies muft have expended an immenfe {um in ammunition ; for,
I am told by perfons of veracity and experience, that every (hell |
they throw cofts them three guineas ; yet they continued to annoy
us as much as ever. I cannot afcertain the exa&t number of “fmren-
we have loft, perhaps none know. for a truth but the Governor,

- May 13. A fmall tent, that would Ju{t hold a bed, was camed
towards huropa for me ;. yet T ‘cannot fay I found myfelf fafer
there. Every time the gun-boats came, I dragged - my poor chil~
dren out of bed, and ftood leaning with them againit a rock. The,
third night I was here; ‘a ball ftruck the rock againft which I
leaned, and covered us with dirt and floness In a few minutes
after, aihcll burft {o near us, that I had fcarcely time to run out
of the way.

It would have melted the hardeft heart to fee the women ancl
chnldren run from the camp, without a rag to cover them, when-
ever the gun-boats approached. [ was fo harrafled* for want of
reft, ‘that. Ithought fatigue would knll me, if the Spaniards did

not. b
" .May 20. I will now endeavour to defcribe that dreadful night,
which' made me determine to leave Gibraltar ; 3 but language will
convey
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convey bat a faint idea of . the horrid fcene |—About. one o’clock

ini;the-morning, our. old dlﬂurbgrs, the. gun-boats, began to fire
upon us. I wrapped a blanket about myfelf and chgldren, and‘,
rari tdithe fidelof> a rock ;1 but they directed their fire in a dlEprent !
manner: fromiwhat: they had dane before. They.. had the temerity
to advance{o. near, that ithe. peOplc in  our, ﬂ')lps could hear themf
f:iy, Grarda Inglz/és, which is, ¢¢  Take care, I;ngleh [ '

* Mfs¢ Tourale, a handfome.and; agreeable lady, was t blown al-
mioft“to atoms:! Nothing was found -of her. but, one arm. Her'
brother; who fat by ther, and,, his clerky both: fhared thc fame fate.
"Fhe'ddughter: of ‘that. unfortunate -woman, whom I’ me{moned;
before; was killed-thatmight ; a. fhell: icrufhed, the. houfe, and bu-
rled ‘the:unfortunate. glrl in .the ruins; .

* Many other:people were-fent to theif. eternal homes, but, I do
not know theirinames.

- Affter what:I'hadifeen and fuffered, I. was, of QplmQILIt was not
courage, but madnels to.ftay. . Asa parent, I confidered l had no’
ngh' to-expofe thelives of ‘'my children ; and conjugal,aﬂpéhon'
gave place to maternal tendernefs : accordingly I applied for, andx
obtzined leave to.embark in.one of the firft: ﬂllps bound for En;,-
land

" Afhairs remamcd in the fame. fituation,to the hour, of, my em~
barkation, which:wason the.27th of May laft.—I cannot, clofé this’
account, without informing you my hufband. prefented a plan of
operatiofis to General- Elliote for the) deﬂru&non of, the encmy ’s
gun-hoats, which. was approved of; and is, Ifuppofe, befote this
time, put in-execution. : ,

== MRSERASLARME A CE L o tod ca g ur—r o 0 R e S o Aienl aniipfa

Curious Account of the Nymber of Romnfh Przgﬂ& now in. England )
- and of the Schaols abroqd far tbg Edz{cat:an of Engllfh Catho-
- licss Byan Enghih Catholic.

BY an arrangement which took place in the reign of James 1L
England was divided into four diftriéts, and a Blﬂ)op was ap=
pomted to prefide over each. They had then 10c0l. ‘per ainum
fettled on each of them out of the Exchequer ;- but this only con=
tinucd ’till the Reyolution, when they were reduced to the necel=
fity of fupportmo themfclves by the beft means in their powers
Since that time, the fame regulation with' regard to numbers has
continued ; 3 and as they haye no particular place of refidence al-
lotted, each Bithop' generally chufes tolive in the moft centrical
and convepient fituation. T heir ofﬁce is to attend the fmall con-

gerns of their refpe&wc d;ﬁn&s F ) admmxﬂer the Sacrament of
Conﬁrmatxon.
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