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Figure 5: Demolition of the Buze�ti-Berzei district, January-March 2011. Source: Author; Teodor Iliescu. 

 
To address the problem posed by this “disconnected morphology,” the Municipality proposed a 

radical solution: a centralized system of roads that would circumscribe, as well as bisect, the city. This vast 
road system was to be incorporated in the new master plan of Bucharest. The Municipality’s proposed 
infrastructure plan was breathtaking in scope. Four ring roads would divide the city in concentric circles: 
the Central Ring Road circumscribed the historic center, the Median Ring Road overpass served the mass 
housing developments of southern Bucharest and high end residential areas in the northern districts, the 
Expressway Ring connected the peripheries relatively underserved by public transit, and the partially built 
Beltway Ring Road marked the outer boundary of Bucharest’s jurisdiction. Several “diameter” arteries, 
among which was the Buzesti-Berzei-Uranus Diameter, bisected the city to create connections between the 
four ring roads. Sliced up in radial patterns, diced in new discrete zones that presently formed cohesive 
districts, and bounded by the four ring roads, Bucharest 2020 was undisputedly connected. And since high-
speed traffic was not to be impeded in high-density areas, the proposed plan redirected pedestrian traffic 
through several underground crossings. Finally, upon this web of arteries, the plan overlaid a series of new 
underground parking facilities and transit hubs.  

This titanic undertaking, one would assume, involved the effort of hundreds of planning and traffic 
experts, architects, preservationists, economists, and policy makers. But this vast system of roads was in 
fact produced by a small cadre of planners connected with a handful of planning firms and quasi-public 
institutions.73 Among them, Western Outdoor S.R.L., whose director previously served as the Chief 
Architect of Bucharest and currently serves as a member of the Technical Planning Commission of the 
Municipality of Bucharest, was responsible for the ambitious concept. Other organizations involved have a 
long history in the planning of Bucharest dating back to the communist period. Today, some of these 
planning institutions have been transformed into quasi-public corporations (Regii Autonome) in which the 
state is a majority shareholder. Such firms have been systematically favored in the awarding of state 
contracts for infrastructure projects, which include the numerous road projects that have recently broken 
ground in Bucharest. [Table 5] 

                                                
73 The principal authors of the Bucharest 2020 Urban Infrastructure Plan are Asocierea S.C. Proiect Bucuresti S.A., 
S.C. Ecoterra S.R.L., S.C. Metroul S.R.L., S.C. Western Outdoor S.R.L., si S.C. Alpha Studio S.R.L. 
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Figure 4: The demolition of half of Mr. Iliescu’s house, January 2011.  
Source: Teodor Iliescu. 
 

By 2020, with the support of the European Regional Development Fund, the Municipality intends 
to transform Bucharest into a major European “growth pole”70 by connecting it to the Trans-European 
Transportation Network. The development of new local roads and national transportation corridors are a 
key part of this strategy. “Bucharest is a city with a chaotic, disconnected morphology and major 
development deficiencies,” noted one of the leading planners of Bucharest 2020, “and this problem can 
only be addressed through a centralized planning strategy.”71 “Southern Bucharest is underdeveloped, 
lagging behind in most economic indicators; there are major discontinuities in the street system caused by 
the absence of a complete ring road artery; there are no connecting expressways between the major existing 
arteries A1 and A2; no connections between major tunnels; no connecting arteries to facilitate access to 
local districts; no transit nodes; insufficient parking; and insufficient public transit services in the northern 
sector.”72 These, in sum, are the conclusions of a 2011 feasibility study commissioned by the Municipality 
to evaluate the needs for its “Bucharest 2020 Urban Infrastructure Projects” strategy. 
 

                                                
70 Turning cities into “growth poles” is a central strategy of European Territorial Development programs. 
71 Personal interview with Sorin Gabrea, director of Western Outdoor S.R.L., and member of the Technical Planning 
Commission of the Municipality of Bucharest, June 2013. 
72 Feasibility Study commissioned by the Municipality of Bucharest in 2011. “Inchidere Inelul Median de Circulatie la 
Zona Nord/Autostrada Urbana—Tronsonul Lacul Morii—Soseaua Colentina, Studiu de Fezabilitate,” Autoritatea 
Contractanta: Primaria Municipiului Bucuresti. Prestator: Asocierea S.C. Proiect Bucuresti S.A., S.C. Ecoterra S.R.L., 
S.C. Metroul S.R.L., S.C. Western Outdoor S.R.L., si S.C. Alpha Studio S.R.L., Bucuresti, Decembrie 2011.  




