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					     UAC						      OVERALL
SCHOOL 		  W-L 	 PCT 	 PF 	 PA 	 H 	 A 	 W-L 	 PCT 	 PF 	 PA 	 H 	 A 	 N        STREAK

AUSTIN PEAY		  0-0	 .000	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1-0	 1.000	 35	 17	 1	 0	 0	 W1
CENTRAL ARKANSAS	 0-0	 .000	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1-0	 1.000	 36	 24	 0	 1	 0	 W1
NORTH ALABAMA		  0-0	 .000	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1-0	 1.000	 22	 10	 0	 0	 1	 W1
TARLETON STATE		  0-0	 .000	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1-0	 1.000	 49	 30	 1	 0	 0	 W1
WEST FLORIDA		  0-0	 .000	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1-0	 1.000	 34	 31	 1	 0	 0	 W1
ABILENE CHRISTIAN	 0-0	 .000	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0-1	 .000	 14	 21	 0	 1	 0	 L1
EKU			   0-0	 .000	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0-1	 .000	 21	 45	 0	 1	 0	 L1
WEST GEORGIA		  0-0	 .000	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0-1	 .000	 10	 24	 1	 0	 0	 L1

SP/Coaches

THIS WEEK IN UAC FOOTBALL                        
WEEK ONE                                                                                     

THURSDAY, SEPT. 3
WEST GEORGIA AT KENNESAW STATE // 7 P.M. ET
KENNESAW, GA

SATURDAY, SEPT. 5
TARLETON STATE AT BOWLING GREEN // 12 P.M. ET
BOWLING GREEN, OH

NORTH ALABAMA AT ARKANSAS // 4:15 P.M. ET
FAYETTEVILLE, AR

ABILENE CHRISTIAN AT TEXAS TECH // 7 P.M. ET
LUBBOCK, TX

AUSTIN PEAY AT VANDERBILT // 7 P.M. ET
NASHVILLE, TN

CENTRAL ARKANSAS VS. WEST FLORIDA // 7 P.M. ET
CONWAY, AR

EKU AT JACKSONVILLE STATE // 7 P.M. ET
JACKSONVILLE, AL

UAC PRESEASON HONORS                                                                          

PRESEASON OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR: CHRIS PARSON, AUSTIN PEAY
Austin Peay’s Chris Parson was named the Preseason Offensive Player of the Year after 
finishing the 2025 season ranked third in FCS in total offense (3,746), fourth in total offense 
per game (312.2) fourth in points responsible for (222) fifth in points responsible for per 
game (18.5) - all of which led the UAC. The redshirt junior was named First Team All-UAC, 
was a Third Team Stats Perform/Football Central All-American honoree and was selected 
as a Walter Payton Award Finalist. Parson led the Govs in four different categories (carries, 
yards, touchdowns and rushing yards per game) and ranked 11th in FCS (third among 
quarterbacks) and second in the UAC in rushing touchdowns. The Brentwood, Tennessee 
native was also the only player in the UAC last season to post 400+ yards of total offense in 
a game with 487 against No. 5 Tarleton State.

PRESEASON DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR: KADEN SMITH, EKU
EKU’s Kaden Smith was a unanimous decision for Preseason Defensive Player of the Year 
after the linebacker made 77 total tackles, 37 of them as solo efforts, with 4.5 tackles for 
loss during the 2025 season. A Buck Buchanan Award Watchlist honoree for this season, 
Smith added in a fumble recovery in the Colonels season finale win over Utah Tech and 
had a 16-yard pick-six against Nicholls with eight tackles for the game. The Campbells-
ville, Ky. native had seven games of seven or more tackles with a season-best against 
Marshall where Smith totaled 11 tackles.

All-UAC Preseason Offensive Team
QB: Chris Parson, Austin Peay*
RB: Tylan Hines, Tarleton State
RB: Brayden Latham, EKU
WR: Jaden Robinson, Austin Peay
WR: Dallas Dudley, Abilene Christian
TE: Jackson Head, Austin Peay
OL: Joshua Sales Jr, Austin Peay
OL: Aidan Moe, Tarleton State
OL: Luke Roaten, Abilene Christian
OL: Landon Roaten, Abilene Christian
C: Colter Lynch, Abilene Christian*

All-UAC Preseason Defensive Team
DL: Kortlin Rausaw, Abilene Christian
DL: Trevion Traylor, Central Arkansas
DL: Fred Vili, North Alabama
DL: Chris Herpin, Abilene Christian
LB: Kaden Smith, EKU
LB: Ashtyn Williams, Central Arkansas
LB: Tango McCauley Jr., North Alabama
DB: Omar Emmons, Tarleton State
DB: Dillon Williams, Abilene Christian
DB: Marcus Washington, Central Arkansas
DB: Derek Taylor, EKU

All-UAC Preseason Specialists Team
K: Brandon Perez, Abilene Christian
P: Charlie Mullen, Tarleton State
LS: Quaid Luginbill, EKU
RS: DeAndre Buchannon, Tarleton State

 *indicates a unanimous decision
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UNITED ATHLETIC CONFERENCE                       

THE UNITED ATHLETIC CONFERENCE (UAC), A MEMBER OF THE UNISUN SPORTS UMBRELLA, 
REBRANDED FROM THE WESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE AND SPONSORS 16 SPORTS AND 
CHAMPIONSHIPS WITH NINE FULL-TIME MEMBERS THAT SPAN ACROSS SIX DIFFERENT STATE 
(ALABAMA, ARKANSAS, GEORGIA, KENTUCKY, TENNESSEE, AND TEXAS).

LEANING INTO A BOLD VISION FOR THE FUTURE ROOTED IN AMBITION, INNOVATION AND 
OPPORTUNITY, THE UAC UNVEILED ITS FORGE AHEAD. BRAND IDENTITY THIS SUMMER.

MORE THAN A SLOGAN, FORGE AHEAD. EMBODIES THE SPIRIT OF THE INSTITUTIONS, 
STUDENT-ATHLETES, COACHES, AND COMMUNITIES THAT DEFINE THE UAC.

AT ITS CORE, FORGE AHEAD. IS NOT SIMPLY A BRAND SLOGAN. IT IS A DECLARATION: WE AREN’T 
RESTING ON HISTORY; WE ARE SHAPING WHAT COMES NEXT.



WEEKLY AWARDS                                                  
The UAC will name an Offensive Player, Defensive Player, Specialist, and Freshman of the Week each Monday during the regular 
season. 

DATE		  OFFENSIVE			   DEFENSIVE			   SPECIALIST			   FRESHMAN                        

8/31		  DONOVYN OMOLO			   BYRON PURYEAR			   DEANDRE BUCHANNON		  XAVIER JOHNSON

		
CENTRAL ARK.			   WEST FLORIDA			   TARLETON STATE			   NORTH ALABAMA

9/7

9/14
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10/5
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10/26

11/2

11/9

11/16

11/23
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NATIONAL POLLS                                                   
AFCA COACHES POLL

AUG. 31 POLL
	 SCHOOL			  RECORD		  PTS
1. MONTANA STATE (26)		  1-0			   650
2. SOUTH DAKOTA STATE		  1-0			   604
3. MONTANA			   1-0			   599
4. ILLINOIS STATE		  1-0			   563
5. TARLETON STATE		  1-0			   554
6. UC DAVIS			   1-0			   493
7. YOUNGSTOWN STATE		  1-0			   466
8. RHODE ISLAND		  1-0			   463
9. NORTH DAKOTA		  1-0			   421
10. LEHIGH			   1-0			   382
11. STEPHEN F. AUSTIN		  1-0			   374
12. SOUTH DAKOTA		  1-0			   354
13. TENNESSEE TECH		  1-0			   330
14. AUSTIN PEAY		  1-0			   284
15. MERCER			   1-0			   267
16. LAMAR			   1-0			   230
17. VILLANOVA			   0-1			   185
18. YALE				   0-0			   158
19. WILLIAM & MARY		  1-0			   137
20. NORTHERN ARIZONA		  1-0			   120
21. ABILENE CHRISTIAN		  0-1			   118
22. SOUTH CAROLINA ST.		  1-0			   87
23. RICHMOND			   1-0			   71
24. CENTRAL ARKANSAS	 1-0			   63
25. SOUTHERN ILLINOIS		  0-1			 

STATS PERFORM FCS TOP 25

AUG. 31 POLL
	 SCHOOL			  RECORD		  PTS
1. MONTANA STATE		  1-0			   1425
2. SOUTH DAKOTA STATE		  1-0			   1333
3. MONTANA			   1-0			   1303
4. ILLINOIS STATE		  1-0			   1228
5. TARLETON STATE		  1-0			   1163
6. RHODE ISLAND		  1-0			   1070
7. UC DAVIS			   1-0			   1006
8. NORTH DAKOTA		  1-0			   1004
9. YOUNGSTOWN STATE		  1-0			   981
10. LEHIGH			   1-0			   927
11. SOUTH DAKOTA		  1-0			   860
12. TENNESSEE TECH		  1-0			   810
13. STEPHEN F. AUSTIN		  1-0			   806
14. LAMAR			   1-0			   626
15. AUSTIN PEAY		  1-0			   574
16. YALE				   0-0			   415
17. WILLIAM & MARY		  1-0			   408
18. VILLANOVA			   0-1			   406
19. MERCER			   1-0			   381
20. ABILENE CHRISTIAN		 0-1			   282
21. SOUTH CAROLINA ST.		  1-0			   247
22. NORTHERN ARIZONA		  1-0			   217
23. IDAHO STATE			   1-0			   184
24. WESTERN CAROLINA		  1-0			   165
25. WEST FLORIDA		  1-0			   110

WEEK-BY-WEEK IN THE POLLS                                
BELOW IS A WEEKLY LOOK AT EACH UAC TEAM’S SPOT IN THE AFCA COACHES AND STATS PERFORM POLLS IN 2026. RANKINGS ARE LISTED STATS PERFORM/COACHES.

				    ACU	 APSU	 EKU	 TSU	 UCA	 UNA	 UWF	 UWG
PRESEASON			   15/14	 17/18	 -/RV	 5/5	 -/RV	 -/-	 -/-	 RV/-
AUG. 31				    20/21	 15/14	 -/-	 5/5	 RV/24	 -/-	 25/RV	 -/-
SEPT. 7
SEPT. 14
SEPT. 21
SEPT. 28
OCT. 5
OCT. 12
OCT. 29
OCT. 26
NOV. 2
NOV. 9
NOV. 16
NOV. 23



AROUND THE UAC                                                  
IN THE PRESEASON POLLS
The UAC placed three teams in both the Stats Perform FCS Top 25 and 
AFCA Coaches Polls to start the season. Tarleton State comes in at No. 5 in 
both polls, Abilene Chrsitian found themselves at No. 15 in Stats Perform 
and No. 14 in the Coaches Poll while Austin Peay clocked in at No. 17 and 
No. 18 in the Stats Perform and Coaches Polls, respectively.

UAC PRESEASON COACHES POLL
To no surprise of anyone, Abilene Christian and Tarleton State were picked 
to win the UAC this season, both receiving 65 points and three first places 
votes. ACU took the regular season  last season for back-to-back titles.

PHIL STEELE PRESEASON ALL-AMERICA TEAM
The United Athletic Conference placed five athletes on the Phil Steele 
Preseason All-America Team. Offensive linemen Joshua Sales Jr. from 
Austin Peay and Luke Roaten from Abilene Christian both were named 
to the Offense Second Team while Tarleton State’s B.J. Fleming (WR) 
and Aidan Moe (OL) were named to the Offense Third and Fourth Teams, 
respectively. DeAndre Buchannon (KR) was also named to the list as a 
Special Teams honoree on the Second Team.

PRESEASON WATCH LISTS
Four UAC football players earned spots on preseason watch lists with 
Collin Hurst (UWG), Chris Parson (APSU) and Tylan Hines (TSU) finding 
themselves on the Walter Payton Award Preseason Watch List while 
Kaden Smith was named to the Buck Buchanan Award Watch List.

WEST FLORIDA JOINS THE UAC
On April 2, the Atlantic Sun Conference (ASUN) and the UAC announced 
that the University of West Florida will transition to the NCAA Division I 
level and join both leagues beginning Fall 2026. UWF will compete in the 
ASUN as a full multi-sport member, in addition to joining the UAC as a 
football-playing affiliate. UWF became the 17th member of Unisun Sports.

TARLETON STATE’S TOP RECRUITING CLASS
The Texans inked their  largest NSD class in Tarleton State Football histo-
ry. According to AthLinkd, College Football’s Premier Prospect Database, 
Tarleton State had the No. 1 class across all of the FCS. Earlier in the portal 
window, 247Sports had the Texans as the No. 1 ranked portal class in the 
FCS. 

AUSTIN PEAY PARTNERS WITH MITCHELL ROSS ROCCONI FOR 
JERSEY PATCH
Austin Peay State University Athletics and Clarksville law firm Mitchell 
Ross Rocconi, PLLC have announced a multi-year jersey patch sponsor-
ship through Taymar Sales U. supporting Austin Peay football, beginning 
with the 2026 season. Through this agreement, a Mitchell Ross Rocconi 
patch will be worn on all APSU football uniforms following the passing of 
NCAA legislation in January allowing for jersey patches to be worn. 

NORTH ALABAMA’S BANK INDEPENDENT STADIUM
The University of North Alabama is finishing the final touches on a brand 
new stadium - Bank Independent Stadium - which will officially open on 
Saturday, Sept. 19 in the Lions home-opener against Alcorn State. The 
$65 million dollar project includes new football (Bobby Wallace Field) and 
baseball (Mike D. Lane Field) facilities.

WEST GEORGIA INKS HOME & HOME WITH MONTANA STATE
Just days ahead of the 2026 football season the UWG Department of 
Athletics has announced a marquee matchup in a future home-and-home 
series with defending FCS National Champion Montana State. The Wolves 
will make the nearly-2,000-mile trek to Bozeman, Montana for a meeting 
at Bobcat Stadium in 2030 and Montana State will return to Carrollton 
in 2031, playing in Georgia for the first time in their program history that 

dates back to 1897. The 2030 meeting is slated for September 14 while 
the game in Carrollton in 2031 will take place on September 6 of that 
year.

WILDCATS AT HOME
Abilene Christian starts the season on a current 10-game winning streak 
at Anthony Field at Wildcat Stadium - the third longest in the program’s 
history. To break the school record of 11 straight home victories, ACU will 
have to go through Stephen F. Austin (13/13) and Mercer (21/17).

NATHAN BROWN INDUCTED INTO ARKANSAS SPORTS HALL OF 
FAME
Current Central Arkansas head coach, and former Bear himself, Nathan 
Brown was inducted into the Arkasnas Sports Hall of Fame on April 10. A 
Russellville native, Brown has left a lasting mark on the Bears program 
as both a player and coach. He has been part of four of the top six total 
offense seasons in school history—two as quarterback and two as head 
coach—and has contributed to seven of the program’s top 10 passing 
seasons. Brown was a three-time All-American with 10,558 passing 
yards and 100 touchdowns in his tenure.

TOP PLAYERS TO WATCH - NCAA FCS
NCAA FCS writer Stan Becton put together a 49-player to watch list prior 
to the season with five UAC players being named to the list: Collin Hurst 
(QB, UWG), Chris Parson (QB, APSU), Tylan Hines (RB, TSU), Luke Roaten 
(OL, ACU), Joshua Sales Jr. (OL, APSU).

UAC AGAINST FBS
Numerous UAC teams have FBS teams on their schedule for the 2026 
season; Tarleton State will take on Bowling Green, North Alabama will 
head to Arkansas, Abilene Christian makes the trip to Texas Tech and 
Austin Peay will face Vanderbilt in Week One of the season. West Georgia 
will head up to Arkansas State in Week Two while Central Arkansas will 
head to Florida State in Week Four.

WEST FLORIDA STUNS FOOTBALL WORLD
The Argos pulled off the ultimate upset when they took the 34-31 win 
over then #16 Southern Illinois in their Division I debut. West Florida took 
as much as a 20-9 lead over the Salukis before the SIU came stomping 
back in the second half. With SIU driving in the final minute of the game, 
David Law-Mortimer sealed the Argos victory with the game-winning 
interception.

TARLETON STATE TAKES INAUGURAL CHANCELLOR’S CUP
Tarleton State Football brought home hardware in its first game of the 
2026 season, winning the inaugural Chancellor’s Cup by defeating Prairie 
View A&M 49-30 on Saturday at Memorial Stadium in front of a national-
ly-televised audience on ESPN2.

LIONS WIN FIRST SEASON OPENER SINCE 2019
North Alabama broke a season-opener losing streak Saturday with a 22-
10 victory over Samford in the Story Financial Partners Bowl at Joe Davis 
Stadium in Huntsville, Ala. The Lions put up nearly 400 yards of offense 
while the defense sacked Bulldog’s quarterback, Gabarri Johnson, six 
times.

CENTRAL ARKANSAS TAKES DOWN UT MARTIN
The Bears opened the 2026 season with a bang when they defeated #23 
UT Martin 36-24. While the UCA offense put up an impressive 471-yard 
performance, the defense was led by Ashtyn Williams 16 tackles.



AROUND THE UAC CONT.                                    
THE UAC IN THE POLLS
After having three teams in the polls for Week Zero, the UAC placed five 
different teams in the national polls heading into Week One games. 
Tarleton State, Austin Peay and Abilene Christian showed up in both top 25 
polls while Central Arkasnas (Coaches) and West Florida (Stats Perform) 
made their first appearence on the lists this season.

WEST FLORIDA GARDNERS NATIONAL ATTENTION
The Argos continue to put their names on the map after a stunning 34-31 
win over then #16 Southern Illinois. West Florida was named the Stats 
Perform Team of the Week while multiple national outlets have talked and 
featured the Argos in segments over the week.



AGAINST THE CONFERENCES                              
FCS

Big Sky
Abilene Christian at Idaho (9/19)

Independent
Tarleton State vs. Merrimack (9/19)
Tarleton State vs. Chicago State (10/3)

MVFC (1-0)
West Florida 34 vs. Southern Illinois 31 (8/27)

Northeast
Austin Peay vs. New Haven (10/3)

OVC-Big South (2-0)
Austin Peay 35 vs. Gardner-Webb 17 (8/27)
Central Arkansas 36 at UT Martin 24 (8/27)
Central Arkansas at Southeast Missouri (9/19)
Austin Peay vs. UT Martin (9/26)
North Alabama vs. Western Illinois (9/26)
West Florida at Southeast Missouri (9/26)

Pioneer
Austin Peay vs. Morehead State (9/12)
EKU vs. Dayton (9/19)

Southern (1-2)
West Georgia 10 vs. Chattanooga 24 (8/27)
EKU 21 at Western Carolina 45 (8/29)
North Alabama 22 vs. Samford 10 (8/29)
EKU vs. Chattanooga (9/12)
West Georgia at ETSU (9/19)
Abilene Christian vs. Mercer (9/29)
EKU at Tennessee Tech (10/17)

Southland (0-1)
Abilene Christian 14 at Lamar 21 (8/29)
North Alabama at Southeastern Louisiana (9/12)
Tarleton State at McNeese (9/12)
Abilene Christian vs. Stephen F. Austin (9/12)
Central Arkansas sv. UT Rio Grande Valley (10/24)

SWAC (1-0)
Tarleton State 49 vs. Prairie View A&M 30 (8/29)
North Alabama vs. Alcorn State (9/19)

FBS

ACC
Central Arkansas at Florida State (9/26)

Big 12
Abilene Christian at Texas Tech (9/5)

Conference USA
West Georgia at Kennesaw State (9/3)
EKU at Jacksonville State (9/5)

MAC
Tarleton State at Bowling Green (9/5)

SEC
North Alabama at Arkansas (9/5)
Austin Peay at Vanderbilt (9/5)

Sun Belt
West Georgia at Arkansas State (9/12)

UAC ON NATIONAL BROADCASTS
Tarleton State (49) vs. Prairie View A&M (30) // ESPN2
Abilene Christian at Texas Tech // FS1

UAC NONCONFERENCE TOTALS
ALL GAMES…………………………………………5-3
FBS OPPONENETS………………………………0-0
FCS OPPONENETS………………………………5-3
STATS PERFORM TOP 25………………………2-1



2026 COMPOSITE SCHEDULE                               
Thursday, Aug. 27
Austin Peay (35) vs. Gardner-Webb (17)
West Georgia (10) vs. Chattanooga (24)
West Florida (34) vs. Southern Illinois (31)
Central Arkansas (36) at UT Martin (24)

Saturday, Aug. 29
Abilene Christian (14) at Lamar (21)
EKU (21) at Western Carolina (45)
North Alabama (22) vs. Samford (10)
Tarleton State (49) vs. Prairie View A&M (30)

Thursday, Sept. 3
West Georgia at Kennesaw State // 7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 5
Tarleton State at Bowling Green // 12 p.m.
North Alabama at Arkansas // 4:15 p.m.
Abilene Christian at Texas Tech // 7 p.m.
Austin Peay at Vanderbilt // 7 p.m.
West Florida at Central Arkansas* // 7 p.m.
EKU at Jacksonville State // 7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 12
Austin Peay vs. Morehead State // 5 p.m.
EKU vs. Chattanooga // 6 p.m.
Central Arkansas vs. Central Oklahoma // 7 p.m.
North Alabama vs. Southeastern Louisiana // 7 p.m.
Tarleton State vs. McNeese // 7 p.m.
West Georgia at Arkansas State // 7 p.m.
Abilene Christian vs. Stephen F. Austin // 8 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 19
West Georgia at ETSU // 12 p.m.
Abilene Christian at Idaho // 4 p.m.
EKU vs. Dayton // 6 p.m.
Austin Peay at West Florida* // 7 p.m.
Central Arkansas at SEMO // 7 p.m.
North Alabama vs. Alcorn State // 7 p.m.
Tarleton State vs. Merrimack // 7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 26
Central Arkansas at Florida State // TBD
Austin Peay vs. UT Martin // 2 p.m.
North Alabama vs. Western Illinois // 4 p.m.
West Georgia vs. Fort Valley State // 6 p.m.
West Florida at SEMO // 7 p.m.
Abilene Christian vs. Mercer // 8 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 3
Austin Peay vs. New Haven // 5 p.m.
EKU vs. North Alabama* // 6 p.m.
Tarleton State vs. Chicago State // 7 p.m.
West Florida at Abilene Christian* // 8 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 10
West Florida vs. Northeastern State // 5 p.m.
West Georgia at EKU* // 6 p.m.
Tarleton State at Austin Peay* // 7 p.m.
Central Arkansas at Abilene Christian* // 8 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 17
Austin Peay at West Georgia* // 2 p.m.
EKU at Tennessee Tech // 2:30 p.m.
West Florida vs. West Alabama // 5 p.m.
Abilene Christian at North Alabama* // 7 p.m.
Central Arkansas at Tarleton State* // 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 24
Tarleton State at West Georgia* // 2 p.m.
West Florida at EKU* // 3 p.m.
Central Arkansas vs. UT Rio Grande Valley // 5 p.m.
Austin Peay at North Alabama* // 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 31
West Georgia at Abilene Christian* // 4 p.m.
North Alabama at Central Arkansas* // 5 p.m.
EKU at Tarleton State* // 7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 7
EKU at Austin Peay* // 5 p.m.
West Georgia at Central Arkansas* // 5 p.m.
Abilene Christian at Tarleton State* // 7 p.m.
West Florida at North Alabama* // 7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 14
Abilene Christian at Austin Peay* // 2 p.m.
Central Arkansas at EKU* // 2 p.m.
North Alabama at West Georgia* // 2 p.m.
Tarleton State at West Florida* // 3 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 21
EKU at Abilene Christian* // 2 p.m.
West Florida at West Georgia* // 2 p.m.
Tarleton State at North Alabama* // 4 p.m.
Austin Peay at Central Arkansas* // 5 p.m.

 *denotes a UAC game



ABILENE CHRISTIAN
0-1, 0-0 UAC

LAST GAME: L vs. #20 Lamar (21-14)
NEXT GAME: at Texas Tech 

•	 Wildcats picked to finish first in the UAC - tied with Tarleton State 
in overall points (65) and first place votes (3)

•	 Eight players named to Preseason All-UAC Team
•	 Luke Roaten (OL) was named a player to watch this season by 

NCAA FCS writer Stan Becton

AUSTIN PEAY
1-0, 0-0 UAC

LAST GAME: W vs. Gardner-Webb (35-17)
NEXT GAME: at Vanderbilt

•	 Chris Parson (QB) was named the Preseason Offensive Player of 
the Year.

•	 Austin Peay State University Athletics and Clarksville law firm 
Mitchell Ross Rocconi, PLLC have announced a multi-year jersey 
patch sponsorship supporting Austin Peay football.

•	 The Govs finished the 2025 season with a perfect 6-0 record at 
home

CENTRAL ARKANSAS
1-0, 0-0 UAC

LAST GAME: W at #23 UT Martin (36-24)
NEXT GAME: vs. #25 West Florida

•	 Three Bears were picked to the All-UAC Preseason Defensive 
Team: Trevion Traylor, Ashtyn Williams and Marcus Washington.

•	 Current Central Arkansas head coach, and former Bear himself, 
Nathan Brown was inducted into the Arkasnas Sports Hall of 
Fame on April 10. 

EKU
0-1, 0-0 UAC

LAST GAME: L at Western Carolina (45-21)
NEXT GAME: at Jacksonville State

•	 Kaden Smith was named the Preseason Defensive Player of the 
Year.

•	 Brayden Latham, Derek Taylor and Quaid Luginbill all named as 
Preseason All-UAC selections.

TEAM TALKING POINTS                                         

NORTH ALABAMA
1-0, 0-0 UAC

LAST GAME: W vs. Samford (22-10)
NEXT GAME: at Arkansas

•	 Fred Vili and Tango McCauley Jr. were named to the Preseason 
All-UAC Team

•	 Dearmon hired former NFL talent Jovante Moffatt as his safeties 
coach.

TARLETON STATE
1-0, 0-0 UAC

LAST GAME: W vs. Prairie View A&M (49-30)
NEXT GAME: at Bowling Green

•	 Tarleton State was voted first in the UAC Coaches Poll - tied with 
Abilene Christian with 65 overall -points and three first place 
votes.

•	 Five Texans were named Preseason All-UAC Teams: Tylan Hines, 
Aiden Moe, Charlie Mullen, Omar Emmons and DeAndre Buchan-
non.

•	 Head Coach Todd Whitten agreed to a two-year extension with 
Tarleton State following the completion of the 2025 season.

WEST FLORIDA
1-0, 0-0 UAC

LAST GAME: W vs. #16 Southern Illinois (34-31)
NEXT GAME: at Central Arkansas

•	 West Florida joined the UAC in football on April 2 when it made 
the jump to Division I.

•	 The Argos broke ground on Darrell Gooden Stadium on Feb. 11 . 
The multi-use football and events facility is expected to host UWF 
football in the fall of 2027.

WEST GEORGIA
0-1, 0-0 UAC

LAST GAME: L vs. Chattanooga (24-10)
NEXT GAME: at Kennesaw State

•	 The Wolves are led by new head coach Steve Engelhart, who was 
the 2025 AFCA FCS National Coach of the Year last season at 
Presbyterian College.

•	 West Georgia announced a home-and-home series with FCS 
powerhouse Montana State for the 2030 and 2031.



ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
845 Coliseum Way
Abilene, TX 79601

Keith Patterson, Head Coach
Evan Nemec, Assistant AD for Media Relations
Mobile…………………………(325) 899-7404
Email……………………evan.nemec@acu.edu

AUSTIN PEAY STATE UNIVERSITY
681 Summer Street
Clarksville, TN 37040

Jeff Faris, Head Coach
Colby Wilson, Assistant AD, External Relations & Communications
Mobile…………………………(615) 604-3803
Office………………………… (931) 221-7792
Email……………………wilsonrc@apsu.edu

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL ARKANSAS
201 Donaghey Ave.
Bear Hall - 4th Floor
Conway, AR 72035

Nathan Brown, Head Coach
Jeremy Bishop, Assistant AD for Media Relations
Mobile…………………………(501) 269-9507
Email…………………………jbishop@uca.edu

EASTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
521 Lancaster Ave.
Moberly Building 203
Richmond, KY 40475

Walt Wells, Head Coach
Alex Pryor, Director of Athletics Communications
Mobile…………………………(859) 409-8939
Office………………………… (859) 622-2720
Email…………………………alex.pryor@eku.edu

MEDIA SERVICES                                                       
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH ALABAMA
1660 Tune Ave.
Florence, AL 35630

Brent Dearmon, Head Coach
Mike Ezekiel, Assistant AD for Communications
Mobile………………………… (256) 349-1290
Office…………………………  (256) 765-5034
Email……………………dezekiel@una.edu

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY
201 N Saint Felix
Stephenville, TX 76401

Todd Whitten, Head Coach
Jake Withee, Sr. Associate AD for Communications
Mobile…………………………(970) 319-2260
Office………………………… (254) 968-1803
Email……………………jwithee@tarleton.edu

UNIVERSITY OF WEST FLORIDA
11000 University Pkwy - Bldg 234
Pensacola, FL 32514

Kaleb Nobles, Head Coach
Ted Johnson, Assistant AD, Athletics Communications
Mobile…………………………(585) 813-1787
Office………………………… (850) 474-2140
Email…………………………tjohnson5@uwf.edu

UNIVERSITY OF WEST GEORGIA
1601 Maple Street
Carrollton, GA 30118

Steve Englehart, Head Coach
Jared Boggus, Sports Information Director
Mobile…………………………(770) 876-7738
Office………………………… (678) 839-1883
Email…………………………jboggus@westga.edu



UNISUN SPORTS                                               
CREATING WHAT’S NEXT
On July 1, 2026, Unisun Sports, the groundbreaking strategic alliance between the Atlantic Sun Conference (ASUN) and the 
United Athletic Conference (UAC) commenced. Unisun Sports serves both conferences, designed to significanntly enhance 
operation effience, foster deeper collaboration, and drive innovation across both NCAA Division I organizations.

Unisun Sports is a first-of-its-kind consortium stretching throughout the southeast. We serve as the operational and business 
engine for two premier NCAA Division I conferences, uniting them under a single umbrella to drive innovation and shared 
success, creating a high-performance ecosystem that benefits every student-athlete and partner institution.

AN INNOVATIVE BUSINESS MODEL
Through Unisun Sports, we leverage collective scale to unlock premium media rights, amplified sponsorships, and operational 
efficiencies that traditional models can’t match. By bridging the gap between legacy conference structures and modern 
business demands, Unisun Sports provides the ASUN, UAC and their 17 member institutions with the financial strength and 
national visibility needed to thrive in a transformative era, ensuring our members remain at the forefront of Division I 
competition while retaining independent access to NCAA Championships.

At Unisun Sports, we aren’t just reacting to the future—we’re building it.
















































































