
Thank you so much for the great conversations and the general excitement and enthusiasm for 
the past two videos. I love digging in like this and helping artists find systems that help them be 
the artist THEY want to be. It’s great to hear about how you plan to apply batching or working in 
a series to your artist life. 
 
In the first video I talked about making more time in our lives for art so we can make more art. I 
shared the story of my friends and artist peers in our community finding success and real 
change by committing to a daily practice of 15 minutes of art. 
 
Then we talked about using batching and working in a series to help us make a lot of art. I 
shared the story of my own bathing experience as well as the false belief many of us hold that 
we have to stick to one style our whole lives. Artists work in series so they have work that is 
connected and has a distinct style, but it also gives them the freedom to move on when their 
heart calls them to something new. 
 
I want to emphasize something here. These strategies, well, it’s not just about 15 minutes of art 
a day for example, it’s about building art into your life as effortlessly as brushing your teeth is a 
daily ritual. 
 
Hi, my name is Carrie Brummer and I’ve created a community called Artist Strong to help artists 
like you refine your skill and develop your unique artist voice. I spent years looking for my voice 
and trying to understand how to get there.  
 
It was only when I began teaching art and fostering high school students through a two year 
program designed to improve skill and develop voice that I finally began to understand what it 
took. Now I’m here, serving artists like you. 
 
To find our voice as creatives, we have to make a lot of art. Sometimes, that art doesn’t feel 
very good. Other times, that art looks like work by other artists. We can feel crappy about that, 
sometimes it even feels like we are cheating. That’s another myth I want to dispel for you.  
 
Because guess what: in order to find your voice as an artist, you have to copy other artists! 
Sometimes this is a conscious choice: we admire the marks made by Monet, or the color of 
Helen Frankenthaler and studying their work is a way to develop our skill.  
 
Other times we are subtly influenced and don’t realize it until the work is done, but it’s obvious 
that we have a love of Frida Kahlo or Georgia O’Keefe. Again, don’t feel bad. This is normal. 
The important part here is to recognize this is one of the steps on our journey to finding our 
voice. 
 
I want to show you a map that describes the path we take as creatives to find our voice. I 
created the map as a circle because the creative path is far from linear. I think we can jump 



around on this path, too. But this circle helps us see where we can go and how we can get 
there. 
 
Of course, as creatives we need to get organized. We need to catalogue and keep track of our 
art. We need to schedule time and prioritize our art making. And this is all part of developing a 
regular, habitual artist practice, which is always ongoing. 
 
Once we start making, it’s important for us to think about how and why we make. Who inspires 
our art? What do we want to learn or further explore? Do we have certain habits or personality 
traits that help or hinder our creative process? How can we work to our strengths? If we want to 
save time and make more art, understanding these things can really help us be more productive 
artists. 
 
Once we understand some of the hows and whys, then we can start making art with a 
conscious direction. This is where our conversation about making in a series comes in. We start 
digging into stories that intrigue us and let our inner artist guide us to work towards a body of 
art. 
 
As we dig into these investigations, it becomes important to have peers we trust to give us 
feedback on our art. Research shows that feedback is a super important ingredient for our 
success. But of course, the right kind of feedback is important here. Having a community and 
mentors you can trust is integral to your success. 
 
Once you have feedback you can return to your series and investigation and decide: am I 
finished? What else do I want to add or say in the work? It’s an opportunity to refine. 
 
And while all of this is going on, we are building grit muscles, our resiliency muscles, which are 
necessary if you want to be an artist. Being an artist means you will fail. You will create bad art. 
You will apply to shows or grants or try to sell your art and it won’t work out. But… if you stick 
through those failures, celebrate taking the risk to put your work out there, well, that’s when the 
wins can start pouring in. We MUST celebrate both our failures and our successes. We wouldn’t 
have success without failure. 
 
This process repeats over and over as we create new work and grow as individuals and artists. 
Our art changes as we change. And that’s part of the joy of creating and sharing our unique art 
with the world. 
 
Once you start making a body of art and have work, you might start to wonder what to do with 
all of your work. Maybe you want to apply for a grant, or to an exhibition. Or maybe you want to 
set up an online shop. If you start thinking about these kinds of activities for your art, our map 
has a few more categories to fit in. 
 



We now have to choose a goal, like a solo exhibition, and build steps to reach for it. Having 
community, networking, and supporting others along the way will help us reach those goals. 
And all of this becomes a part of our creative journey. 
 
Think about implementing these strategies and being well on your way to making and promoting 
a body of art. What would it feel like to confidently call yourself artist and talk about your work to 
friends and strangers alike? 
 
That’s what I do with our community of artists in my program The Circle. If taking all these steps 
on your own feels daunting and you long for an artist community where you share your work 
and get real feedback, be sure to keep your eyes peeled for my next video. The Circle only 
opens once a year, you don’t want to miss this. 
 
Now I’d love to know: what’s a big lesson for you in today’s video? Let’s keep the conversation 
going in these comments below. I’m here, listening! 


