
I really enjoyed the conversations we had after our first video, where we talked about how 15 
minutes a day dedicated to our art can change our life.  
 
Wouldn’t it be great to feel confident in your artist voice, working towards a portfolio for your first 
solo exhibition or to set up the release of your online shop? Making more art is part of it, and 
blocking off an appointment in your calendar for a weekly studio hour, or committing to 15 
minutes every day can make a huge difference in your productivity and your ability to work 
towards that portfolio. 
 
Hi, my name is Carrie Brummer and I’ve created a community called Artist Strong to help artists 
like you refine your skill and develop your unique artist voice. I spent years looking for my voice 
and trying to understand how to get there.  
 
It was only when I began teaching art and fostering high school students through a two year 
program designed to improve skill and develop voice that I finally began to understand what it 
took. Now I’m here, serving artists like you. 
 
Today I want to talk a bit more about finding time for our art. In addition to creating a daily 
practice, there are ways to save time and make more art when we give ourselves that time to 
create. I’m curious: have you heard of batching? 
 
Batching is a strategy I know a lot of artists use, myself included, that can help you save a bit 
more time. For example, while I lived in Muscat, Oman I was inspired to paint a series of 
lanterns. Instead of painting one piece at a time, I batched the works. I selected the canvas for 
all of the works I planned to create at one time. I then gessoed them all with my base color at 
one time. And then, I drew out the composition for each artwork at the same time. I went even 
further with my batching, I also painted all 6 of the pieces at the same time, working on the 
same layer in each painting in one go.  
 
I have an article that talks more about this that I’ve showed you here in the video. I’ll be sure the 
article is linked below this video. 
 
Wouldn’t it be nice to know that when you have time to create, you are using it well? Batching is 
a great way to make more art, more quickly and efficiently.  
 
This can also help you with the challenge of “making a lot of art,” which we discussed in my last 
video. Say you take the advice of Flora Bowley and create 100 artworks before you start 
worrying about whether you have a distinct style or voice. Well, 100 artworks can sound pretty 
daunting and scary. Batching can help us reach for large numbers like this. In the works I just 
talked about I had 6 artworks and I finished them all relatively quickly in part because of their 
size and because of my batching. You can also focus on creating work in a series. 
 

https://www.artiststrong.com/why-batching-your-art-is-important/
https://www.artiststrong.com/why-batching-your-art-is-important/


Series are why some people have the misconception we MUST stick to one style of art for our 
whole lives. Artists across history have often worked in series. It’s a way to study an idea and 
have a beginning, middle and end to our research as an artist.  
 
Those group of lantern paintings were a series of artworks about a very specific theme. And 
when I finished them, I felt like I had fully investigated the idea. I had a sense of 
accomplishment and resolution, and I had a group of artworks to sell or show. 
 
Series help you extend outside your comfort zone while also fully investigate an idea you have. 
These are important qualities to have in your work if you truly want to understand your artist 
voice. 
 
Don’t let your inner critic, or anyone else for that matter, tell you what you HAVE to make. 
Create the art you feel called to create. Use batching and create art in multiple series to help 
you make a lot of art and find your voice. You will save time and make more art. 
 
I want to be clear here: sometimes we don’t know we have a series of work until we’ve made a 
lot of art. There can be threads in our work that tie to one another that we don’t even know 
about until after we sit down and look at it. That’s where having the right artist friends and 
mentors can also be helpful, the right kind of feedback is invaluable to this process, too. 
 
Think about it: we can spend all this time daydreaming about having a solo show, or setting up 
an online shop of our art, but does any of it matter if we don’t have the art? How free will it feel 
to be investigating an idea in a series, knowing that when that series is done you have a group 
of works you can showcase, blog about, or promote! 
 
In the next video I’m going to talk about how copying other artists is actually an important part of 
our process and share a map with you that describes our journey to Artist voice.  
 
Let’s keep this conversation going. Have you used batching? What is one takeaway you can 
use from this video today? Comment below this video and tell me more about it. Do you have a 
question or feel resistance around some of this conversation? It’s totally normal. Please share 
and let’s see what we can do to help you find the strategies that will work best for YOU. 


