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LETTERS OF WELCOME

Board of Directors  

Patrick Hörl 
Board Chairman 
WCSFP

Dear Members,

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the Editorial Advisory Committee,  
we’d like to welcome you to Seattle for the 31st edition of Congress.

This is our first time back in North America since 2017 when we gathered  
in San Francisco, and we’re delighted to be back on the coast and in such  
a dynamic city this year. Set against the awesome natural wonders of the Pacific 
Northwest, Seattle is both an influential hub for science and tech industries  
and a cultural hotspot famous for its music and coffee scenes. We hope that 
you get a chance to explore this inspiring city and all it offers during your time 
at Congress.

Every edition of Congress is a unique and skillfully crafted event that requires 
a remarkable team effort. We’d like to especially thank the Hot Docs team; the 
session producers, moderators, panelists and speakers who have volunteered 
their time, creativity and energy; and the Board of Directors and the Editorial 
Advisory Committee for their support.

In addition to Host Sponsor National Geographic, we’d also like to thank  
the many other partners and sponsors who have supported this year’s event, 
including: Gold Sponsors The Kavli Foundation, NHK, PBS International,  
NOVA and Sloan Foundation; Silver Sponsors BBC Studios Science Unit, bilibili,  
France Télévisions, HHMI Tangled Bank Studios, ITV Studios and Terra Mater 
Studios; and all our other partners. It is their commitment that allows us to 
create the best industry event for specialist factual content creators anywhere 
in the world.

We look forward to an exciting, successful and fun week at Congress ’23  
in Seattle.
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LETTERS OF WELCOME

Hello, and welcome to the 31st annual World Congress of Science  
and Factual Producers.

As someone who’s been attending Congress for over 20 years, I’m utterly 
thrilled that National Geographic is the host sponsor of this year’s event, 
which is being hosted in the U.S. for the first time in 6 years, in the Emerald 
City: Seattle, Washington. 

At National Geographic, our mission is to tell gripping stories that entertain 
and inspire a deeper connection to our world—an ambition that we can 
only realize with the help of the many hundreds of producers, presenters, 
production companies and contributors that we work with from all around  
the world, many of whom are here at Congress. 

This is an exciting moment for National Geographic as we expand the range  
of genres we operate in, and our work continues to be recognized with 
industry acclaim and global audiences via Disney+. I have been thrilled with 
the response to the premiere of JFK: One Day in America (72 Films), and I  
am excited by our forthcoming slate, which includes a new series from Alex 
Honnold, Arctic Ascent (Plimsoll Productions); pioneering natural history  
with Queens (Wildstar); and bold access documentaries such as The Cancer 
Vaccine (Oxford Film & TV) and Return to the Moon (Lightbox).

But what’s most exciting to me about National Geographic right now is our 
ability to truly work across all platforms—on linear, on streaming, in print  
via our magazine, digitally via our website and newsletters, in long- and short-
form, and on social, including on Instagram where we remain the No. 1 brand 
in the world. 

It feels like we’re at a crossroads in the television industry, and every attendee 
here will grapple with how to navigate a changing entertainment landscape. 
Change, in truth, has felt like the only constant these past few years, which  
is why it feels more important than ever to come together as a community 
for four days of inspiring panels, talks and events—to share ideas, to see old 
friends and to build new relationships. 

I, along with my team, look forward to spending time with you in Seattle, where 
we will also host a reception at the Museum of Pop Culture. 

Cheers!

  National Geographic

Tom McDonald 
Executive Vice President  
of Global Factual and 
Unscripted Content,  
National Geographic
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

COLUMBIA A ASHNOLA (ROOM 301) BECKLER (ROOM 302) BOGACHIEL (ROOM 303) PRE-FUNCTION AREA (LEVEL 5)

8:00 am

9:00 am

10:00 am

11:00 am

12:00 pm

1:00 pm

2:00 pm

3:00 pm

4:00 pm

5:00 pm

6:00 pm

7:00 pm

8:00 pm

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28

Getting to Know You
1:30 PM–2:30 PM

Close Encounters… : ITV Studios  
5:00 PM –5:30 PM

Ideas Salon: 
The Innovators

3:30 PM–4:30 PM

Registration Desk
 & Member Lounge Open

11:00 AM–6:00 PM

Close Encounters… : National Geographic 
1:30 PM –2:00 PM

Ideas Salon: 
The Biggest Breakthroughs

2:30 PM–3:30 PM

Ideas Salon: 
Technology of Tomorrow

4:30 PM –5:30 PM

NEW MEMBERS & EMERGING PRODUCERS 
COFFEE BREAK 2:30 PM –3:00 PM
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

COLUMBIA A ASHNOLA (ROOM 301) BECKLER (ROOM 302) BOGACHIEL (ROOM 303) PRE-FUNCTION AREA (LEVEL 5)

8:00 am

9:00 am

10:00 am

11:00 am

12:00 pm

1:00 pm

2:00 pm

3:00 pm

4:00 pm

5:00 pm

6:00 pm

7:00 pm

8:00 pm

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28

SOCIAL EVENT
Welcome Reception 

5:30 PM–6:30 PM  
Cash bar.

NOTES:
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

COLUMBIA A COLUMBIA B COLUMBIA C COLUMBIA D ASHNOLA (ROOM 301) BECKLER (ROOM 302) ELWHA A&B (LEVEL 5) QUINAULT (LEVEL 5)

8:00 am

9:00 am

10:00 am

11:00 am

12:00 pm

1:00 pm

2:00 pm

3:00 pm

4:00 pm

5:00 pm

6:00 pm

7:00 pm

8:00 pm

Registration Desk
 & Member Lounge Open

8:00 AM–6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29

COFFEE BREAK 
10:30 AM–11:15 AM

COFFEE BREAK 
3:00 PM–3:30 PM

The Masturbating Squirrel: Sex, 
Blood & Tears in Wildlife Films

11:30 AM–12:30 PM

Spark of Inspiration: Pablos Holman 
 – From Science Fiction to Fact

2:00 PM–3:00 PM

AI is Your Friend. Really?
3:30 PM–4:30 PM

History Through the 
Looking Glass

3:30 PM–4:30 PM

The Pitch - Live!  
4:45 PM–5:30 PM

What’s the Buzz
9:00 AM–10:30 AM

Scoop or Scooped: Filming 
Science as it Happens
11:30 AM–12:30 PM

The Power of Co-Production  
4:45 PM–5:30 PM
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

COLUMBIA A COLUMBIA B COLUMBIA C COLUMBIA D ASHNOLA (ROOM 301) BECKLER (ROOM 302) ELWHA A&B (LEVEL 5) QUINAULT (LEVEL 5)

8:00 am

9:00 am

10:00 am

11:00 am

12:00 pm

1:00 pm

2:00 pm

3:00 pm

4:00 pm

5:00 pm

6:00 pm

7:00 pm

8:00 pm

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29

Close Encounters… CBC’s The Nature  
of Things  11:00 AM–11:30 AM

Close Encounters… ZDF German  
Television  11:00 AM–11:30 AM

LUNCH 
12:30 PM–2:00 PM

Speed Dating
4:30 PM–5:30 PM

SOCIAL EVENT

MUSEUM OF POP CULTURE
325 5th Avenue N, Seattle

History of Pop Culture Cocktail 
6:00 PM–7:30 PM
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

COLUMBIA A COLUMBIA C COLUMBIA D BECKLER (ROOM 302) ELWHA A&B (LEVEL 5) QUINAULT (LEVEL 5)

8:00 am

9:00 am

10:00 am

11:00 am

12:00 pm

1:00 pm

2:00 pm

3:00 pm

4:00 pm

5:00 pm

6:00 pm

7:00 pm

8:00 pm

Registration Desk
 & Member Lounge Open

8:30 AM–6:00 PM

COFFEE BREAK 
11:15 AM–11:45 AM

COFFEE BREAK 
3:00 PM–3:30 PM

Make Factual Great Again
9:00 AM–9:45 AM

National Geographic: Up Close  
with the Faces of the Brand

2:00 PM–3:00 PM

AI, Neuroscience, and  
(Ir)responsible Storytelling

3:30 PM–4:30 PM

It’s Getting Hot in Here:  
Climate Content on Trial 

4:45 PM–5:30 PM

Close Encounters…  NOVA / GBH / PBS  
11:15 AM–11:45 AM

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30

The Fact and Fiction Collider
10:15 AM–11:15 AM

Are Science & History on TV Dead?
11:45 AM–12:30 PM

So You Want To Be  
a True Crime Producer?

9:00 AM–9:45 AM

The Distribution Dance
10:15 AM–11:15 AM

Return of the Host
11:45 AM–12:30 PM

Outside the Lines: Exploring  
Non-Linear Storytelling

2:00 PM–3:00 PM

3, 2, 1… “Diversify!”
3:30 PM–4:30 PM

Bridging the Digital Divide: 
Creating New Content for New 
Audiences   4:45 PM–5:30 PM

Close Encounters…  NHK  
3:00 PM–3:30 PM

Meet with bilibili
Lunch Provided 

12:30 PM–1:45 PM

Meet with Sloan Foundation 
  9:45 AM–10:15 AM
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

COLUMBIA A COLUMBIA C COLUMBIA D BECKLER (ROOM 302) ELWHA A&B (LEVEL 5) QUINAULT (LEVEL 5)

8:00 am

9:00 am

10:00 am

11:00 am

12:00 pm

1:00 pm

2:00 pm

3:00 pm

4:00 pm

5:00 pm

6:00 pm

7:00 pm

8:00 pm

LUNCH 
12:30 PM–2:00 PM

Speed Dating
4:30 PM–5:30 PM

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30 NOTES:
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1

COLUMBIA A COLUMBIA D

8:00 am

9:00 am

10:00 am

11:00 am

12:00 pm

1:00 pm

2:00 pm

3:00 pm

4:00 pm

5:00 pm

6:00 pm

7:00 pm

8:00 pm

The Buzzies: 
Awards Presentation

2:00 PM–3:15 PM

Closing Plenary
3:30 PM–4:30 PM

Registration Desk
 & Member Lounge Open

9:00 AM–4:00 PM

COFFEE BREAK 
10:00 AM–10:30 AM

Let’s Talk: 
Group Therapy, Congress Style

9:15 AM–10:00 AM

Make ’Em Laugh: 
Comedy in Science

10:30 AM–11:15 AM

What’s Going on in Latin America
11:45 AM–12:30 PM

NOTES:
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SESSIONS & EVENTS

SESSIONS & EVENTS

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28

11:00 AM–6:00 PM ............................................

Registration Desk & Member Lounge Open
COLUMBIA A, LEVEL 3

1:30 PM–2:30 PM ..............................................

Getting to Know You
ASHNOLA, LEVEL 3 – ROOM 301

We’re back! Whether you’re stepping into 
Congress for the very first time or you’re  
a familiar face who has journeyed with us  
in the past, this session is your essential  
guide to Congress ’23. We’ll arm you with tips  
and tricks to navigate Congress like a pro 
and give you an opportunity to connect with 
fellow newcomers. And if that’s not enticing 
enough—there’s a chance to compete for epic 
prizes based on your Congress knowledge!  
So, study up and get ready for a rowdy and fun 
opening session.

SESSION PRODUCER & MODERATOR

Ally Christos, Red Rock Films (UK)

Close Encounters of the  
Funding Kind
Close Encounters are small group 
meetings with commissioning editors  
and media executives who either 
commission programs from independent 
producers outside their own territories or 
provide significant funding.

SESSION PRODUCER

María José Arauz, Hot Docs/WCSFP 
(Canada) 

1:30 PM–2:00 PM ..............................................

Close Encounters of the Funding Kind: 
National Geographic
BECKLER, LEVEL 3 – ROOM 302

2:30 PM –3:00 PM .............................................

New Members & Emerging Producers 
Coffee Break
BOGACHIEL, LEVEL 3 – ROOM 303

New to Congress? Join us at this coffee break 
to meet other new members, start networking 
in a friendly environment, and maybe make a 
new friend.

All events take place at the Hyatt Regency Seattle unless otherwise noted. The full list  
of speakers and any schedule updates are available online at wcsfp.com/entries/schedule  
and in the Swapcard virtual event platform and app.
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SESSIONS & EVENTS

Ideas Salons
We all know the birth of great productions 
begins with impassioned conversations. 
Pioneers on the cutting edge of  
some of the hottest topics in science and 
technology share the very latest buzz  
in their respective fields and you’re invited 
to join them in round-table discussions 
hosted by the presenters and producers of 
some of the world’s top science programs. 
Pre-registration required.

Supported by The Kavli Foundation

SESSION PRODUCER

Maia Krall Fry, Creative UK (UK) 

2:30 PM –3:30 PM .............................................

Ideas Salon: The Biggest 
Breakthroughs 
BECKLER, LEVEL 3 – ROOM 302 

Meet the people behind some of the biggest 
research breakthroughs of our time.

3:30 PM –4:30 PM .............................................

Ideas Salon: The Innovators 
ASHNOLA, LEVEL 3 – ROOM 301

Meet the inventors creating radical solutions 
for science’s biggest mysteries.

4:30 PM –5:30 PM .............................................

Ideas Salon: Technology of Tomorrow
BECKLER, LEVEL 3 – ROOM 302

Uncover the technology that is revolutionizing 
our future, and the talent inventing it. 

5:00 PM –5:30 PM .............................................

Close Encounters of the Funding Kind: 
ITV Studios
ASHNOLA, LEVEL 3 – ROOM 301

5:30 PM–6:30 PM ..............................................

Welcome Reception
PRE-FUNCTION AREA, LEVEL 5

Welcome to Congress ’23! Celebrate the  
kickoff with us at our opening mixer from the 
5th floor of the Hyatt Regency. Form new 
connections, unite with fellow lovers of all 
things factual and look ahead towards  
this year’s exciting programming! Cash bar.

T
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SESSIONS & EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29

8:00 AM–6:00 PM ..............................................

Registration Desk & Member Lounge Open
COLUMBIA A, LEVEL 3 

9:00 AM–10:30 AM ...........................................

What’s the Buzz
COLUMBIA B, C & D, LEVEL 3

There’s no better way to kick off Congress 
than a review of the year’s standout factual 
offerings. From content for the big screen  
to smart phones, prepare to be awed, amazed 
and wowed in just 90 minutes.

SESSION PRODUCERS

Tom Brisley, Arrow International Media (UK)
Dan Salerno, Flamingo Bay Media (USA)

10:30 AM–11:15 AM .........................................  

Coffee Break 
COLUMBIA A & COLUMBIA PRE-FUNCTION 
AREA, LEVEL 3

Sponsored by HHMI Tangled Bank Studios

11:00 AM–11:30 AM .........................................

Close Encounters of the Funding Kind: 
CBC’s The Nature of Things 
ASHNOLA, LEVEL 3 – ROOM 301 

11:00 AM–11:30 AM .........................................

Close Encounters of the Funding Kind: 
ZDF German Television
BECKLER, LEVEL 3 – ROOM 302

11:30 AM–12:30 PM .........................................

The Masturbating Squirrel: Sex, Blood 
& Tears in Wildlife Films
COLUMBIA C, LEVEL 3

This thought-provoking discussion will delve 
into the intricate balance between authenticity 
and viewer sensibilities in natural history 
documentaries. We’ll explore the challenges 
of portraying raw wildlife behaviour while 
meeting broadcasting standards and examine 
why scenes are often omitted due to their 
graphic nature. From the intense kill to the 
intricacies of animal courtship, is there a line 
that shouldn’t be crossed and how might that 
affect our understanding of the natural world?

Sponsored by Albatross World Sales

SESSION PRODUCER

Anne Olzmann, Albatross World Sales GmbH 
(Germany)

11:30 AM–12:30 PM .........................................

Scoop or Scooped: Filming Science  
as it Happens
COLUMBIA D, LEVEL 3

Capturing a breakthrough scientific discovery 
or a “science scoop” in real time is the Holy 
Grail of science filmmaking. It’s a seductive 
proposition but the risks are high. How can 
filmmakers live up to their promises? How  
does a producer actually secure a front row 
(and exclusive) seat and get funding with no 
guarantee of success on screen? We’ll take a 
leap into the unknown, and reveal the pitfalls 
and rewards of chasing the big scoop.

Sponsored by Sloan Foundation

SESSION PRODUCERS

Niobe Thompson, Handful of Films (Canada)
Daniella Ortega, Screen Australia (Australia)
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SESSIONS & EVENTS

12:30 PM–2:00 PM ............................................

Lunch 
ELWHA A&B / QUINAULT, LEVEL 5  

2:00 PM–3:00 PM ..............................................

Spark of Inspiration: Pablos Holman – 
From Science Fiction to Fact
COLUMBIA C, LEVEL 3

Journey deep into our future with notorious 
hacker, inventor, entrepreneur and technology 
futurist Pablos Holman. He’s on a quest to 
solve the world’s greatest problems through 
innovation, disruption and vision without 
limits. He’s helped build spaceships, the 
world’s smallest PC and a laser that shoots at 
malaria-carrying mosquitos. Join us for some 
fascinating insights into Pablos’s unique mind.

SESSION PRODUCER

Aneka Hylton-Donelson, National 
Geographic (USA)

3:00 PM–3:30 PM ..............................................

Coffee Break
COLUMBIA A & COLUMBIA PRE-FUNCTION 
AREA, LEVEL 3

Sponsored by HHMI Tangled Bank Studios

3:30 PM–4:30 PM ..............................................

AI is Your Friend. Really?
COLUMBIA C, LEVEL 3

Much has been said about the perils of 
unchecked artificial intelligence. But this 
rapidly evolving technology is already being 
used as a powerful tool that is bringing  
new efficiencies and capabilities to the non-
fiction production process. In an informative 
and provocative session, we’ll look into  
the future of AI and explore how producers 
and executives are using it right now to  
help them work smarter and faster. And we’ll 
have a “live” demonstration of the capabilities 
of AI that you won’t want to miss.

Supported by The Kavli Foundation

SESSION PRODUCER

Ed Hersh, StoryCentric LLC (USA)

3:30 PM–4:30 PM ..............................................

History Through the Looking Glass
COLUMBIA D, LEVEL 3

Documentary producers often strive for 
relevancy with audiences by connecting 
historical events to the present day. But  
by holding up a mirror to contemporary times 
are we distorting the past? We’ll discuss  
how far we can go when balancing historical 
accuracy with the need to program for  
today’s viewers.

SESSION PRODUCER & MODERATOR

Gillian Mosely, medialab (UK)
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SESSIONS & EVENTS

4:30 PM–5:30 PM ..............................................

Speed Dating
ELWHA A&B, LEVEL 5

These pre-arranged one-on-one meetings 
are a great way for independent producers to 
connect with decision makers to whom they 
wouldn’t otherwise have easy access. 
Pre-registration is required. 

SESSION PRODUCER

María José Arauz, Hot Docs/WCSFP (Canada) 

4:45 PM–5:30 PM ..............................................

The Pitch – Live! 
COLUMBIA C, LEVEL 3

Some of the world’s leading development 
execs make instant pitches to a panel of  
hard-to-please global decision makers. The 
topics? You, the audience, decide! Let the 
pitching begin!

Sponsored by NHK

SESSION PRODUCER

Joseph Maxwell, SBS (Australia)

4:45 PM–5:30 PM ..............................................

The Power of Co-Production
COLUMBIA D, LEVEL 3

If we create together, can we create better? 
International co-productions are a growing 
necessity to finance documentaries, but are 
they also the preferred way for creativity and 
innovation? The partners of Global Doc share 
their vision using three case studies to highlight 
both the challenges and opportunities  
of co-creation.

SESSION PRODUCER & MODERATOR

Dan Chambers, Blink Films (UK)

SESSION PRODUCERS

Caroline Behar, France Télévisions (France) 
Perrine Poubeau, France Télévisions (France)

6:00 PM–7:30 PM ..............................................

History of Pop Culture Cocktail
MUSEUM OF POP CULTURE,  
325 5TH AVENUE N, SEATTLE

Join us at the iconic Museum of Pop Culture 
for an evening of inspiration and celebration 
among some of the world’s most immersive 
pop culture experiences. Hosted by National 
Geographic, enter the rock ’n’ roll galaxy of Sky 
Church, inspired by Jimi Hendrix, where you 
can harness your inner “creative disrupter” over 
welcome drinks and snacks with your friends, 
colleagues and trend-setters.  

Members will also be able to access the  
Central Gallery exhibits which include Nirvana: 
Taking Punk to the Masses, Indie Game Revolution, 
Contact High: A Visual History of Hip-Hop, 
Hidden Worlds: The Films of LAIKA, and more!

Hosted in partnership with National Geographic  
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SESSIONS & EVENTS

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30

8:30 AM–6:00 PM ..............................................

Registration Desk & Member Lounge Open
COLUMBIA A, LEVEL 3 

9:00 AM–9:45 AM ..............................................

Make Factual Great Again
COLUMBIA C, LEVEL 3

We take a nostalgic trip back over the past  
20 years to rediscover some of the great factual 
programs and formats. Are we trying to reinvent 
the wheel in this brave new digital world?  
Or are we perhaps recycling old hits too much? 
Let’s find out what we can learn from the past 
to create new innovative ideas. What’s the next 
big creative breakthrough that will have global 
audiences buzzing just like they did in those 
good old days?

Sponsored by France Télévisions

SESSION PRODUCER

Mikael Österby, Sveriges Television (SVT) 
(Sweden)

9:45 AM–10:15 AM ...........................................

Meet with Sloan Foundation
BECKLER, LEVEL 3 – ROOM 302

Join the Sloan Foundation to learn how it 
supports documentaries and narrative films  
to reach a wide, non-specialized audience  
and to bridge the two cultures of science and 
the humanities.

9:00 AM–9:45 AM ..............................................

So You Want To Be a True Crime Producer?
COLUMBIA D, LEVEL 3

With all of the tectonic shifts in the media 
ecosystem, there’s one genre that never seems 
to stop growing: true crime! Whether its linear 
networks or streaming platforms or FAST 
channels or podcasting, true crime continues 
to be an engine that drives viewership, and 
with it, success for networks and production 
companies. But what’s the “secret sauce” for 
true crime success that every producer needs 
to know about? Whether you’re a “newbie”  
or a producer in another genre, you’ll want  
to be part of this lively and compelling 
conversation to break it all down.

Sponsored by ABC News Studios

SESSION PRODUCER & MODERATOR

Ed Hersh, StoryCentric LLC (USA)

10:15 AM–11:15 AM .........................................

The Distribution Dance
COLUMBIA D, LEVEL 3

Being a distributor requires you to be a very 
good listener, getting channel execs to speak 
to you candidly about their wants and needs 
whilst hearing out producer’s woes and angst 
around development and commissioning ... 
then trying to find solutions to keep both sides 
happy. In this session we’ll analyze how 
distributors are continually playing a bigger 
role in development, financing, commissioning 
and co-producing whilst acting as agony aunts 
for frazzled producers.

Sponsored by ITV Studios

SESSION PRODUCER & MODERATOR

Lilla Hurst, Blue Ant International (UK)
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10:15 AM–11:15 AM .........................................

The Fact and Fiction Collider
COLUMBIA C, LEVEL 3

Meet the team behind Netflix’s upcoming film 
Einstein and the Bomb and find out how  
high-end drama and documentary are coming 
together to create a new form of storytelling.

SESSION PRODUCER

Simon Winchcombe, BBC Studios (UK)

11:15 AM–11:45 PM .........................................

Coffee Break
COLUMBIA A & COLUMBIA PRE-FUNCTION 
AREA, LEVEL 3

11:15 AM–11:45 AM .........................................

Close Encounters of the Funding Kind: 
NOVA / GBH / PBS
BECKLER, LEVEL 3 – ROOM 302 

11:45 AM–12:30 PM .........................................

Are Science & History on TV Dead?
COLUMBIA C, LEVEL 3

Is there a future for science and history on 
conventional networks and cable platforms?  
As other genres continue to rise, true crime 
and reality programming are just two that 
seem to be trending. So … has the audience 
appetite for science and history content 
declined? Or are there other factors at play? 
We’ll take a closer look and present potential 
opportunities for these core genres.

Sponsored by PBS International & NOVA 

SESSION PRODUCERS

Steve Burns, Roller Coaster Road Productions 
(USA)
Connor Boals, OceanX (USA)

11:45 AM–12:30 PM .........................................

Return of the Host
COLUMBIA D, LEVEL 3

Hosted documentaries are notorious for dying 
at the limits of their home territory. So as we 
construct international co-productions to 
raise the funds they need, how do producers 
reconcile hosted formats with content that 
works across borders? Commissioning editors 
and hosts (new and old) reveal where the  
new talent is coming from, in what ways the 
art of hosting is evolving, and how embracing 
the hosted format impacts the content and 
business of doc-making.

Sponsored by ZDF Studios

SESSION PRODUCER & MODERATOR

Niobe Thompson, Handful of Films (Canada)

12:30 PM–2:00 PM ............................................

Lunch
ELWHA A&B / QUINAULT, LEVEL 5  

12:30 PM–1:45 PM ............................................

Meet with bilibili
BECKLER, LEVEL 3 – ROOM 302

Launched in June 2009, bilibili has evolved from 
a content community inspired by anime, comics 
and games (ACG) into a full-spectrum online 
entertainment platform with more than 96.5 
million DAU, covering a wide array of genres 
and media formats. In 2022, documentary has 
become the second largest specialized category 
on bilibili. Get to know the bilibili factual team 
and how they embrace and engage the Gen Z 
audience. Lunch provided.
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2:00 PM–3:00 PM ..............................................

National Geographic: Up Close with 
the Faces of the Brand
COLUMBIA C, LEVEL 3

National Geographic has had award-winning 
success partnering with best-in-class 
onscreen talent on its premium documentary 
programming. In this candid and intimate 
session, some of the key faces of Nat Geo—
Trafficked host and journalist Mariana van 
Zeller, National Geographic Explorer and host 
of Lost Cities Albert Lin, and renowned climber 
Alex Honnold from Free Solo and the upcoming 
Arctic Ascent—will reveal their tricks of the 
trade, share what motivates them to travel the 
world in pursuit of a story, and will explain 
what it’s like to work with Nat Geo and have their 
shows stream on Disney+. The session will  
be moderated by Tom McDonald, EVP of Global 
Factual & Unscripted at National Geographic.

SESSION PRODUCER

Cooper Brooks, National Geographic (USA)

2:00 PM–3:00 PM ..............................................

Outside the Lines: Exploring  
Non-Linear Storytelling
COLUMBIA D, LEVEL 3

The explosion of gaming along with 
technologies such as virtual reality, augmented 
reality and mixed reality have created more 
flexible narratives that are interactive, immersive 
and often driven by the community of users. We’ll 
get an insider’s view on why these storytelling 
strategies are so successful and what linear 
producers can learn from them.

SESSION PRODUCER

Olivia Fellows, Great Pacific Media (Canada)

3:00 PM–3:30 PM ..............................................

Coffee Break
COLUMBIA A & COLUMBIA PRE-FUNCTION 
AREA, LEVEL 3 

3:00 PM–3:30 PM ..............................................

Close Encounters of the Funding Kind: 
NHK
BECKLER, LEVEL 3 – ROOM 302

3:30 PM–4:30 PM ..............................................

AI, Neuroscience, and  
(Ir)responsible Storytelling
COLUMBIA C, LEVEL 3

AI, biotechnology and other areas of 
science and technology capture audiences’ 
imaginations and curiosity. Why do some topics 
and stories we tell about emerging discoveries 
spark controversy? And what responsibility  
do factual producers have when telling stories 
about them?

Supported by The Kavli Foundation

SESSION PRODUCER

Lee Constable (Australia)
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

3:30 PM–4:30 PM ..............................................

3, 2, 1… “Diversify!”
COLUMBIA D, LEVEL 3

Is diversification the magic way to reach 
younger audiences, grow your brand, and stand 
out from the immense content offering? In  
this panel, we go beyond the industry definition 
of “diversity” as we talk about new strategies 
to expand and rejuvenate viewership while 
recruiting more diverse key creatives both in 
front of and behind the camera. Of course, 
we shouldn’t pin it all on the commissioning 
side: how can producers and digital creators 
contribute to this process as well?

SESSION PRODUCER & MODERATOR

Claudia Zenkert, SEETREE GmbH (Germany)

4:30 PM–5:30 PM ..............................................

Speed Dating
ELWHA A&B, LEVEL 5

These pre-arranged one-on-one meetings 
are a great way for independent producers to 
connect with decision makers to whom they 
wouldn’t otherwise have easy access. 
Pre-registration is required. 

SESSION PRODUCER

María José Arauz, Hot Docs/WCSFP (Canada) 

4:45 PM–5:30 PM ..............................................

It’s Getting Hot in Here: Climate 
Content on Trial
COLUMBIA C, LEVEL 3

This house believes that it’s our duty to 
educate and inspire the world into fixing 
humanity’s biggest challenge since the Ice 
Age. What are the barriers stopping us from 
bringing the climate change message front 
and centre? How do we come together to 
change minds with our programming, but 
make sure that people will watch? This panel 
will include some of the biggest names in 
climate change filmmaking whose innovative 
take on the crisis can light the path for us all 
to follow.

SESSION PRODUCER

Nicky Huggett, HiddenLight Productions (UK)

4:45 PM–5:30 PM ..............................................

Bridging the Digital Divide: Creating 
New Content for New Audiences
COLUMBIA D, LEVEL 3

Unravel the secrets to effectively collaborate 
between the worlds of digital pioneers  
and traditional media producers. Join us for 
an electrifying interactive discussion where 
delegates from diverse backgrounds share tips 
to unlock ground-breaking innovation that 
transcends boundaries and reaches untapped 
audiences.

Sponsored by Terra Mater Studios

SESSION PRODUCER & MODERATOR

Jim Louderback, Inside the Creator Economy 
(USA)
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1

9:00 AM–4:00 PM ..............................................

Registration Desk & Member Lounge Open
COLUMBIA A, LEVEL 3 

9:15 AM–10:00 AM ...........................................

Let’s Talk: Group Therapy, Congress Style
COLUMBIA D, LEVEL 3

Featuring traumatized representatives from 
across the Congress community, broadcaster 
and producers share their woes and pray 
there’s light at the end of the tunnel.

SESSION PRODUCERS

Jonathan Hewes, Pioneer Productions (UK)
Thomas Viner, Pioneer Productions (UK)

10:00 AM–10:30 AM .........................................

Coffee Break
COLUMBIA A & COLUMBIA PRE-FUNCTION 
AREA, LEVEL 3

10:30 AM–11:15 AM .........................................

Make ’Em Laugh: Comedy in Science
COLUMBIA D, LEVEL 3 

From pandemics to polar ice melts, today’s 
major science topics may seem like no 
laughing matter … but could comedy be the 
answer to make some subjects more palatable 
for audiences fatigued by all of the doom  
and gloom? Our panel of comedy and science 
production experts will explore how humour 
can spice up even the most serious of subjects.   

SESSION PRODUCER & MODERATOR

Jessie Hendricks, J. Paul Getty Trust (Getty 
Museum) (USA)

11:45 AM–12:30 PM .........................................

What’s Going on in Latin America
COLUMBIA D, LEVEL 3

Step into the world of factual production in  
Latin America, a region teeming with untold 
stories, vibrant cultures and innovative 
storytelling techniques. This session explores the 
current landscape of documentary and factual 
programming in Latin America, showcasing 
unique perspectives that transcend clichés and 
stereotypes. From funding models to themes 
that resonate locally and globally, this session 
is your guide to understanding and navigating 
the flourishing factual scene in Latin America.

SESSION PRODUCER & MODERATOR

Miguel Soffia, We Are South (Chile)

2:00 PM–3:15 PM ..............................................

The Buzzies: Awards Presentation
COLUMBIA D, LEVEL 3

Join us as we honour this year’s winners of  
the Buzzies Awards, celebrating the best 
in factual programming, as well as recognize 
some of our colleagues’ important 
contributions to the industry, including the 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

SESSION PRODUCER

Wanting Lei, WCSFP (Canada)

3:30 PM–4:30 PM ..............................................

Closing Plenary
COLUMBIA D, LEVEL 3

Join us as we announce our updated name, 
details about Congress ’24, the findings of our 
Digital Sub-Committee and initiatives to reach 
new members.
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