Tim Rollins and K.O.S. Part 2

TIM ROLLINS:
A few years ago we embarked on creating a body of work based on the life and the legacy and the writings and the sermons of the great reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. King was my hero growing up. I was a kid in rural Maine, and he was assassinated on April 4, 1968, and I was 13 years old. And I remember being in bed, and the assassination was announced, and my father had a problem with black folk. And I remember, vividly, Dad saying, “He got what he deserved.” And I remember my blood going cold, and I just cried myself to sleep. The evening before the assassination, he delivered his great “I See the Promised Land” speech at the Church of God in Christ in Memphis Tennessee. He talks about the Renaissance and the Trinity, and the motif in almost all of his speeches and sermons is the triangle. And we were excited about doing this exhibition, talking about the power of the triangle.

In one of his greatest sermons, called “The Three Dimensions of a Complete Life,” he talks about life at its greatest being a great triangle. And he goes, “There are three angles in a triangle, and the first is me.”

And then we’ve got “we” because we’re totally dependent on one another. It’s like Huck and Jim on the raft, totally dependent; they need each other to survive, to survive as humans, to survive as spirit. And then at the top he calls it “Dei.” It’s the higher power; it’s the thing that gets you up in the morning, gladly. It is the power that sustains you during good times and bad times

And if you notice, the apex of this triangle goes off the picture plane, so in other words, it’s never ending. It goes off. So it’s like a highway to heaven. So that’s the meaning of this work.

In art, there’s a conversation, and a conversation with your mind and your heart and your spirit. And that’s why it’s so important.

Art changed me. I’m from rural Maine. We didn’t have art galleries; we didn’t hardly have any museums. But we loved the idea of making. Once you get in there and you find the ecstasy of making something that has power, and you have the audacity and the courage to do that, then things change.

[bookmark: _GoBack]You get this a lot: “Art can’t change the world.” Well, that’s nonsense, because you know what happens? Art changes people’s mentality, and then the changed mentality of those people puts people in the world to change the world. And I’m a witness. [3:58]
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