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Letter from the President

Dear Esteemed Donors, 

It is that time of the year again when I reflect on the year we have 
had together. The truth is that we have all felt the impact of the COVID 
pandemic in many ways. We have seen and heard of many people 
losing their lives due to the pandemic. We have seen the death of many 
dreams and the crumbling of many businesses and organizations during 
the pandemic. We cannot really point to anything within us as the reason for our 
continued existence as individuals and as an organization. It can only be God who is rich 
in mercy and always faithful. 

At EduNations, we are not only thankful for our continued existence, but for our natural, expected growth. 
When we set out to build schools in communities where there were no schools, we could naturally expect 
that children born in those communities would walk into the classrooms to be admitted. We could 
naturally expect those children to learn and move on from one grade to the next until they graduate, and 
this year, for the first time in the history of our great organization, our students have moved into their final 
year of high school. We cannot wait to celebrate their graduation next year! 

While we can say that we expected such growth, we have to admit that the pandemic was unpredictable 
and challenged our faith in many ways. Again and again, I wondered if I was sure that I was the right 
person to lead this great organization and, on many occasions, I just didn’t know what to do. On some 
occasions, it pained me a lot to even turn to you, our esteemed donors, to ask for your help. I would say to 
myself, ‘don’t you see how these people have been going through a lot themselves?’ I would write emails 
that I’d delete or keep in my drafts for days, only to send them when that’s the only thing I knew to do. 

But God, who is rich in mercy and always faithful, would stir up your hearts, even in the face of your own 
adversity, to reach out to us and help in our time of need. This great organization exists because of God 
and because of you, and I cannot imagine a day in the office without you. This is why I thank my God 
always in remembrance of you. 

When the apostle Paul was in a similar situation many years ago, he had this to say about God, and every 
word is still true today about this same God: 

“And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ.” Philippians 1:6. 

As we venture into what might be our most exciting year – the year that we will actually graduate our first 
set of high schoolers – I want to encourage you to continue on this journey with us. Some of you have 
supported us from the first day until now, while some of you have personally sponsored students from 
kindergarten or primary school who are on the verge of graduating next year. This is a reminder that we 
have not allowed the pandemic to slow us down. Rather, we are making progress and we will see the fruit 
of this progress in beautiful Sierra Leone, where we are igniting hope together through our investment in 
the education of children. 

On behalf of all the staff and students of EduNations, please accept my deepest gratitude for your 
unfailing support in so many ways and please consider continuing on this journey with us to its very 
exciting completion, at the appearance of Christ, our Savior. s

Samuel Sesay 

President  
EduNations
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EduNations’ mission is to ignite hope in under-

resourced communities by comprehensively 

educating rising generations and to honor Christ 

in all we do. 

EduNations builds and operates schools in 

six remote communities in Sierra Leone, 

West Africa. We believe that the key to the 

development of these communities is 

comprehensive education. When boys 

and girls learn, the lives of their families 

and communities are transformed. 

EduNations is committed to comprehensively educating the whole child in mind, body, soul and spirit.  
Our four pillars of education support this comprehensive approach. 

Comprehensive Education Pillars
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Featured on the front cover 
of the annual report are students Muctarr Kamara (SSS2), 
Muna Sasso (SSS1), and Alhaji Daboh (SSS2) who attend 
our Senior Secondary Boarding School.

Spritual
Development

Intellectual
Development

Physical
Development

Psychosocial
Development



Each year, our teachers gather in Rokassa for an annual professional development training 
where they learn best practices on providing quality education. Training begins just before 
the start of the school year, with this year’s training kicking off on August 29. Three days of 
indoor and outdoor activities were planned for the teachers, with a large focus on Bloom’s 
Taxonomy—a framework established in 1956 for measuring and categorizing educational 
goals for students in K-grade 12. The framework consists of six major categories: Knowl-
edge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, and Evaluation. The categories after 
Knowledge are considered “skills and abilities,” with the understanding that knowledge was 
the necessary precondition for putting these skills and abilities into practice.
 
The training sessions ranged from lesson planning techniques and classroom management 
to critical thinking, school record management, and teacher code of conduct sessions. 
These sessions help the teachers learn or create new teaching strategies for their students, 
which sustain interest in the classrooms and encourage effective learning.
 
Sylvester Mansaray teaches grade 6 at EduNations Hope Academy School in Mayatta. He 
has been teaching for EduNations since 2018, before which he taught at a primary school in 
Freetown. He attended the annual training this year with 133 other teachers, and he learned 
the most from collaborating with his peers. “Seeing my colleagues was very admirable,” he 
noted, “I liked the fact that we came together to interact.” Strategy building and providing 
career development opportunities is one of the many benefits our teachers receive, but their 
dedication to our students is what makes them the highest quality educators! s

Professional Development Brings Quality Instruction

13,744
School supplies distributed

3,535
Students who received an education in 

the 2021-2022 school year

Intellectual Development
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Increasing Awareness of Children’s Rights in Mayatta
Part of providing comprehensive education is offering psychological and social support to children in the rural communities 
where our schools are located. In Sierra Leone, gender-based issues are prevalent, even more so in the remote communities 
because of a lack of awareness. In the village of Mayatta, domestic violence, teenage pregnancy, sexual harassment, and 
teenage marriages were common. EduNations’ Psychosocial Coordinator, Fatu Koroma, established a Child Welfare Com-
mittee that helps combat these issues. The Committee has the responsibility of educating the communities about the rights 
of children, reporting issues of gender-based violence, and bringing victims to safety.
 
This past year, six EduNations students in Mayatta and neighboring village, Mapainda, faced cases of abuse and sexual vio-
lence. Immediately, they were taken to a safe house in Makeni, where they received counseling and social support until they 
were ready to go back to school. Since these committees were established, we’ve seen a 60% increase in reported cases of 
gender-based issues, and a 30% decrease of sexual gender-based violence.
 
All children have the right to attend school and live without fear of abuse. As we aim to educate children in under-resourced 
communities, children’s safety and mental wellbeing is one of our top priorities. s 

120
teachers employed

37
villages reached

3:4
girl boy ratio

Psychosocial Development
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Physical Development

Feeding Program Fuels Learning and Development

Since the opening of our Senior Secondary Boarding School, 243 students and 20 staff members have benefited from our 
feeding program. All students receive three meals a day to fuel their learning and development—a big change for some 
students who only received one meal a day before starting school.
 
Muctar Kamara, a Senior Secondary student in his third year, says that the three meals a day is his favorite part of being a 
student with EduNations! Before coming to the Senior Secondary School, Muctar says, “I was only entitled to one meal a 
day. It brought negative impact in the area of my studies. Since I did not eat in the morning and afternoon, I had no time to 
study unless at night.”
 
The meals consist of rice, soup, fish, bread, eggs, chicken, vegetables, and groundnuts. All of the meals are made by a 
dedicated team of kitchen staff in an outdoor kitchen. The kitchen staff, teachers, and house parents all understand that a 
healthy diet enables the students to study and stay fit so they can make the most of their time at school. They “have time 
to study without having to go look for food before, during, or after school,” reflects one of the teachers.
 
With such a variety in the menu, there’s plenty of choices and well-balanced meals. But Muctar’s favorite?: “I like beans!”
 
Since beginning his studies at the Senior Secondary School, Muctar has been in the arts track and says that “the most 
exciting aspect of the senior school is the love my teachers are showing me.” Rather than worrying about where his next 
meal is coming from, he is receiving a comprehensive education feeding mind, body, soul, and spirit. s
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242,475
Meals provided  

to boarding students

243
Boarding students

8
Dorm buildings
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110
students in the discipleship program

5
mentors in the discipleship program

Spiritual Discipleship Brings Transformation
As part of EduNations’ faith and ethics program, Senior Secondary students have the opportunity to participate in a disci-
pleship program after school. Each week, 110 students and five discipleship leaders discuss and study the Bible together, 
in groups of 20-25.
 
This past year, the discipleship groups have been going through a book titled Christian Beliefs, which looks at basic 
Christian beliefs and doctrines. As many of our students are new believers who are exploring their young faith for the first 
time, the discipleship program helps them deepen their knowledge, love, trust, and obedience in Christ. The group setting 
allows students freedom in asking questions, critically thinking about their faith together, and encouraging one another as 
they learn and grow in their relationship with Christ. 

Joseph C. Kalokoh is a senior in high school and has been part of the discipleship program for the past few years. “The 
program has helped me [learn] how to read and interpret the Bible and also helped me to understand the significance of 
the gospel, “ he says of the program. “[This has led me] to make a decision of becoming a pastor in the future.”

Students like Joseph are being renewed and transformed as they grow not only academically, but spiritually. s 

Spiritual Development



Hope Through Student Sponsorship

Student Sponsorship

When Wayne and Patty Hildenbrand first heard of EduNations during a worship service at Memorial Park Church, they had 
limited to no understanding of the difficult past, current conditions, and immense needs in Sierra Leone. During that morn-
ing’s service, after hearing EduNations’ vision for the future, they decided to get involved through student sponsorships.
 
Wayne and Patty began sponsoring EduNations student, Katiatu, in 2016 when she was 12 years old. At the time, Katiatu 
was in fourth grade. Over the years, along with their financial donation that supports Katiatu’s schooling, they’ve also 
enjoyed sending her letters and small gifts.  Even Wayne and Patty’s two daughters have embraced Katiatu as part of their 
family. They’ve raised funds for EduNations and the three have a personal connection with one another. The biggest bless-
ing of student sponsorship, for Patty, is the learning experience that it has been: “Your perspective changes when you have 
children. Your perspective also changes when you focus on helping other children. I truly believe that God has provided us 
the ability to sponsor a child not only to help that beautiful child, but also to help mold us.”

Today, Katiatu is 19 years old and in her first year of high school! She is one of the fortunate students who has progressed 
beyond primary school, as many students in Sierra Leone face poverty, malnutrition, and other barriers that don’t permit 
continuation of their education. “This milestone,” reflects Patty, “is one more piece of evidence that God is so very good 
and that He has and will always continue to guide and provide! God has provided for our family and has provided for our 
student so she can continue to grow in her faith and to obtain a quality education. This evidence provides us with the 
blessed assurance that we can look upon when any doubt may enter our minds or hearts.”

Wayne and Patty’s journey of sponsorship has been a blessing for all involved, and has ignited hope, not only for Katiatu, 
but for the Hildenbrand family. They hope to watch Katiatu graduate high school and are excited to watch her walk in the 
path that God has laid out for her. “A Christian-based education is one of the best gifts we can give,” says Patty, “seeing the 
quality of care and level of love being provided by EduNations to the students encourages us to continue on this path of 
sponsorship.”
 
Education is truly a gift that continues giving. We are so thankful for our dedicated student sponsors like Wayne and Patty, 
who partner with us in educating students in Sierra Leone! s
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The Hildenbrand Family Katiatu at 12 years old and 19 years old



Generosity Ignited

We are so grateful for the community of supporters with which we have been blessed. A 
community who believes in our mission and partners alongside us to ignite hope for the rising 
generation in Sierra Leone. Look at the ways you’ve shown up this year!  

Students for Students
When Madi Eschenbach walked into her first Project Water meeting at North Allegheny High 
School as a ninth grader, she had no idea how it would impact her life.  Project Water is a student-
run non-profit at North Allegheny School District whose mission is serving those outside the 
“Wexford, PA bubble”, focusing on education and water in Africa. Each year, Project Water raises 
thousands of dollars for this cause. Their biggest fundraising event is a school-wide dodgeball 
tournament across its two high school campuses. 

Madi is a senior in high school this year and has been the Mission Director since May 2020. 
Her role consists of educating her peers about the need for clean water and education in Africa 
through an interactive tour called Project Experience. In this student-led experience, teens move 
from station to station, learning about the work Project Water is doing in various regions. 

This year, Madi and her team brought EduNations in as a main partner of Project Water. During 
Project Experience, Madi and her team educated their peers about the realities that occur in Sierra 
Leone: limited access to education, food, clean water, and healthcare.  EduNations staff and 
volunteers shared about EduNations’ work in Sierra Leone, showing how education is breaking the 
cycle of poverty. 

Thanks to the hard work of the students at North Allegheny, Project Water raised $30,000 for 
education and water in Africa through its two tournaments! Project Water generously gave 
$15,000 to EduNations for the purchase of mattresses for our incoming class of students joining 
our boarding school this year. 

Madi says that Project Water has not only changed students’ lives in Africa, but it has entirely 
changed her life, as well. 

[Project Water] has given me a purpose, drive, new 
perspective, made me a curious learner and empathetic 
listener. But most of all, it has connected me with people who 
have inspired and guided me in countless ways. I always say the 
freshman-year-me who walked into that first meeting versus 
who I am now approaching my last year are complete 180s.”

Through the passion and dedication of high school students like Madi here in the US, we see a 
bright future for the next generation both in the US and Sierra Leone. s

$116,696
raised through campaigns

$85,500
raised through events

744
donors

60
church partners

3
campaigns

268
campaign supporters

540
event attendees

2
events

311
student sponsors

“



In March 2021, EduNations hired Dana Kaltenberger as our first U.S. Director to lead our  
U.S team and provide strategy and vision for fundraising initiatives. 
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Interview with Dana Kaltenberger
Tell us a little bit about yourself.  My name is Dana 
Kaltenberger.  I am a pastor’s wife, and mom to 3 adult children, 
a mini Australian shepherd, and an English bulldog.  I enjoy 
traveling and spending time with family and friends.  

What did you do before coming to EduNations?  I was 
born and raised in the Pittsburgh area.  I earned a degree in 
education and taught elementary students for several years.  
Before coming to EduNations, I served as the Director of 
Global Outreach and Director of Women’s Ministry at Grace 
Community Church in Cranberry for 15 years.  

Why did you want to work for EduNations?  Since I was a 
young child, God gave me an interest and passion for global 
mission work; It was a seed that God planted in my heart long 
ago as He was preparing me for what He had for me.  When 
this opportunity arose, I really wasn’t looking for a new job, but 
I began to get excited thinking about the opportunity to have a 
leadership role in an organization that is educating thousands 
of children and sharing the love and grace of Jesus Christ. 

How do you feel your previous experience prepared you for 
the position you are in now? My years of experience working 
in church ministry built a solid foundation for me to build upon 
in this new role.  My previous position included building and 
leading teams, managing operations, organizing mission trips, 
overseeing budgets, and marketing and promoting.  When I 
took the position, I knew I still had a lot to learn (and still do), 
but I felt like I had a good basis from which to begin.  

What most excites you about your position?  I am most 
excited about the opportunity to be used by God to transform 
lives for His glory.  I think we all want to make an impact in the 
world.  We all desire to do stuff that matters and to make our 
mark on eternity.  We want to leave a legacy.  I’m excited to be 
a part of an organization that is helping to change the tide of 
poverty through education.  This is the stuff that matters!  

You’ve been in your position for about 8 months now. What is 
the best part of your job?  The team atmosphere.  I absolutely 
love my co-workers and working together to make a difference 
in the lives of others.  

What has been the most challenging part of your job? Um…
fundraising?!?  The constant tension of trying to effectively 
communicate and speak on behalf of these precious students 
and motivate others to support them.  Sometimes it keeps me 
up at night.  But God is faithful.  He has continued to provide 
over and over again.  

What most excites you about the future of the organization?  
The possibilities.  There are so many children to be educated.  
There are so many people who haven’t heard the gospel.  
There is so much work to do!  May the flame continue to ignite 
hope in Sierra Leone and around the world! s

Rapid fire round!

Favorite Color: Changes frequently… today, mocha.
Favorite Food:  Anything mexican, but fish  
      tacos are my fave
Books or Movies? Books
Mountains or Beach? Beach, definitely beach.
Dogs or Cats? Oh, dogs by far. 



GET INVOLVED
GIVE:
Join the mission and ignite hope 
today! When you give to EduNations, 
you are providing education, 
opportunity, and hope. 

BECOME A 
SPONSOR:
When you become a sponsor, 
you help support the costs of 
EduNations’ schools, including 
tuition, school supplies, 
curriculum, teacher salaries, 
and more.

TAKE A TRIP:
Join us on a trip to Sierra Leone and visit our schools!  See 
our students and teachers in action in the classroom, see the 
camaraderie, and hear the testimonies of transformed lives.  
To request more information on visiting our schools, email us 
at info@edunations.org.
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SCAN ME

SCAN ME

2022 Board of Directors
Scott Graham 
Chairman
Rick Kennedy 
Vice Chair

Betsy Rumer 
Secretary

George Githiaka 
Treasurer

Board Members

Alimamy Bader

Jeff Gingrich

Ken Krieger

Stacy Tessaro

Bob Stauffer

Bruce Tenenbaum

Sean Zippie

5%

81% PROGRAMS

FUNDRAISING

14% ADMINISTRATIVE

Financials

81% PROGRAMS            14% ADMINISTRATIVE           5% FUNDRAISING

81% 5%

14%
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Contact Us
We have a new mailing address! 
Please send all correspondence to:

EduNations 
8800 Peebles Road 
Allison Park, PA 15101

412.522.4756 
Info@EduNations.org 
EduNations.org
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