
Haiti has been in the news lately because of increased unrest and a significant 
spike in kidnappings. It is infuriating to see how selfish decisions of a few power-
hungry people negatively affect the lives of so many hard-working Haitian 
citizens.   

The root of this unrest ultimately is poverty. Per OCHA (reliefweb.int), 59% of 
Haiti’s population live under the poverty line and 24% live in extreme poverty. 
Those living in poverty feel trapped and are struggling just to survive. Many 
make decisions based on what their family needs today. This survival mentality 
makes it very difficult to establish stability and create financial growth. 

The increased unrest has fuelled our passion to come alongside families and provide them with 
opportunities to change their situation. We believe that providing small business loans is an effective 
way to empower families, and when we combine that with increased access to eduction we have a 
formula that not only empowers but provides hope for the future. 

We are encouraged to see the impact these businesses are having and we are excited to be expanding 
our capacity, thanks to our generous donors! 

We hope you enjoy reading about this quarterly report. As always, we welcome questions, comments, 
& feedback, and please share this report with friends & family that may be interested in what 
Alongside is doing. 

Board of Directors 
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A magical combination! 
Determination, creativity & hard work is a magical 
combination in any culture. Wendy has all three of these 
things and we are happy to be walking alongside him during 
this phase of his life. 

Just over a year ago Wendy partnered with his dad to start a 
small fast food restaurant in his dad’s yard. It’s open in the 
evenings and they sell cold drinks and fried finger food – a 
staple for Haitians wanting to relax in the evenings. 

Because if his age, Wendy drew a young crowd and he wanted to expand their business to include 
entertainment. He requested a loan from Alongside so that he could enclose a portion of the yard 
and purchase a television. They already had a generator to power their freezer so a television would 
allow them to show soccer matches, news, and movies. His hope was that the television would 
attract customers in general, but also allow them to have specific theatre/game nights, for which 
they would be able to charge a cover fee. 

Once Wendy received his loan he made quick work of the expansion! This picture shows how he 
covered the area and made benches, and more importantly, it shows a full house only one week after 
the cinema became operational.  

Wendy is only 25 years old and just beginning his journey as a business man. We can’t wait to see 
what he comes to us with next. Thank you for joining us on this journey with Wendy & his dad! 
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$350

Cinema
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$35
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The impact of new beginnings 
In a previous report we introduced you to our first loan 
recipient, Obama. You’ll remember that Obama was caught-up 
in a cycle of bad decisions. He was fuelled by his desire to 
look after his family and his decisions were hastily made due 
to his ‘survival mode' mentality. His group of peers made a 
living by creating unrest in the streets at the direction of 
whatever political party paid the most. To read more about 
Obama’s story & how we connected with him, look back at 
our previous issues - if you don’t have them, send us an email 
& we’ll forward them on. 

Our founder, Renel Honorat, gave Obama a call this week to see how his 
motorcycle business was going… knowing the pressure for him to make 
some quick cash during the unrest would be intense.  

Obama said that he receives a call almost daily from someone wanting 
him to block the highway or make trouble. He also said that it’s an easy 
NO as he’s not even tempted to get back into that lifestyle! 

Obama says his life did a 180 when he 
started his own business. He and his 
wife make decisions together and have 
plans for the coming year.  

Obama remembers back to our 
conversations a year ago and said it 
was first time someone spoke with him 
about what he wanted in life and gave 
him advice about the destructive path 

he was on. He not only wants something different for himself now, 
but he also wants his children to know that their choices are 
important and they have options. 

As the call finished Obama joked that his wife now wants to start a business so we may be getting an 
application from her as well. If we were worried that our small business loans weren’t providing hope 
to families, that statement was a great way to affirm our approach. Obama has been empowered 
through his business and his family is benefitting from his new outlook. Can you imagine the impact 
he could have on his old group of friends? We think this story is just getting started!
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WE WILL BE HIGHLIGHTING SOME UPCOMING LOANS FOR MOTHER’S DAY AND FATHER’S DAY. 
FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR DETAILS & CONSIDER INCLUDING US IN YOUR CELEBRATIONS THIS YEAR.
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