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Vision
 
Educating the needy to rebuild a better world

Vision & Mission

Partner with like minded individuals and organizations
Identify and support needy learning centers
Establish facilities that strengthen education 
Focus on holistic development of a child

Mission
 

Trust 
Accountability 
Commitment

Values
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I t  g ives me great  p leasure to  have concluded another  successfu l  year  o f
running the Sponsor  A Chi ld  program. Thanks to  our  loya l  donors and
thei r  generous contr ibut ions s ince 2009,  we have been able to  he lp in
reducing Learn ing Pover ty* .  On behal f  o f  the Sponsor  A Chi ld  team, I ’m
very gratefu l  for  a l l  the suppor t  we cont inue to  receive.
 
I  extend my hear t fe l t  grat i tude to  my fe l low donors Gayatr i  Yoga
Center ,  K iev,  Ukra ine,  for  prov id ing seed funds to  expand the SaC
program; Ani l  Damani  f rom Georg ia for  suppor t ing 100 t r iba l  ch i ldren
f rom Madhya Pradesh,  New York/New Jersey Sewa Chapters  for
sponsor ing 100 ch i ldren f rom rura l  and t r iba l  p laces in  Telangana,  
 Arv ind Sodhani  f rom Cal i forn ia  for  suppor t ing 30 t r iba l  ch i ldren in
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh,  Pramod Saj ja  f rom Georg ia for
sponsor ing 25 t r iba l  ch i ldren f rom Nor th Karnataka;  Ananda Rajagopal
f rom Cal i forn ia  for  sponsor ing 18 t r iba l  ch i ldren f rom Mysore;  Shi r im
Foundat ion f rom Ohio for  sponsor ing 12 ch i ldren f rom Bengaluru;
Veerashaiva Samaj  o f  Nor th Amer ica,  Connect icut  Chapter ,  for
sponsor ing 10 t r iba l  ch i ldren f rom Mysuru and our  357 donors who are
changing 1500+ l ives f rom a l l  over  Ind ia.
 
Sewa Internat ional  be l ieves in  prov id ing a wel l - rounded hol is t ic
educat ion through the Sponsor  A Chi ld  program. Chi ldren in  our
learn ing centers  take an act ive par t  in  both academic curr icu lum and
extracurr icu lar  act iv i t ies  such as dancing,  s ing ing,  debates,  spor ts ,
ar ts ,  craf ts ,  and other  workshops.
 
Sponsorships:  Th is  year ,  we added 141 new sponsorships v ia  our
websi te .  Wi th  a few more enhancements coming in  the next  few months,
we hope to  have a larger  increase in  new sponsorships dur ing 2020.
 
Geographic presence:  Dur ing the course of  the year ,  we have added
four  new learn ing centers  – 2 in  Maharashtra and 1 each in  Karnataka
and Arunachal  Pradesh.  In  2019,  we served in  Arunchal  Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh,  Karnataka,  Madhya Pradesh,  Maharashtra,  Telangana
and Ut tar  Pradesh.
 
Transparency:  Star t ing October  2019,  we have been prov id ing month ly
newslet ter  updates to  our  donors and suppor ters .  We have received a
very pos i t ive response f rom our  donors and the same is  re f lected by
way of  improved program stat is t ics .
 

*Learning Poverty means being unable to read and understand a s imple text   
 ht tps: / /www.worldbank.org/en/topic/educat ion/br ief / learning-poverty

Director's Note
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Video Cal ls:  We cont inue to  ar range v ideo ca l ls  between sponsored
students and donors on the f i rs t  weekend of  every month.  This  year ,
donors f rom At lanta,  Cal i forn ia ,  New Jersey,  Texas spoke to  the
chi ldren f rom the learn ing centers  in  Karnataka,  Madhya Pradesh,
Telangana,  and Ut tar  Pradesh
 
As a 501 (c) (3)  nonprof i t  serv ice organizat ion,  Sewa Internat ional  runs
a very t ight  sh ip  wi th  a low admin is t ra t ive cost  o f  7%. Sewa serves
wi thout  d iscr iminat ion of  race,  co lor ,  re l ig ion,  sex,  gender  or  nat ional
or ig in .
 
Once again,  my s incere thanks to  a l l  our  generous donors who cont inue
to insp i re  us wi th  the i r  suppor t  and g lowing test imonia ls .  Dur ing 2020,
we look forward to  cont inu ing our  miss ion of  eradicat ing ch i ldhood
i l l i teracy wi th  increased energy and opt imism. Thank you for  be l iev ing
in us and for  suppor t ing Sponsor  A Chi ld .
 
 

S incere ly
 
Ravichandra Chakina la
Program Director ,  Sponsor  A Chi ld
Algor i thmic Trader ,  New York
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Journey
Ideation; 
Supported Vidyadaan and
Vidyachetana of YFS

Branded
as a full-fledged
program of Sewa USA

Low-cost 
Website released

Improved website
capability to handle higher
volumes

2009

2015

2013

2018
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YEAR SPONSORSHIP

2012 620

2015 1048

2018 1443

2011 480

2014 927

2017 1324

2013 859

2016 1246

2019 1584

New Sponsorship this year

Boys 
67 

 Girls
 74

Boys
55%

Girls
45%

Annual 
Sponsorship

Gender Sponsorship
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Our Presence

Tribal
55%

Rural
26%

Urban
19%

Category-Wise Spread

S.NO URBAN TRIBALRURAL TOTALSTATE

 

01 0 10 1Andhra Pradesh

03 1 22 5Karnataka

06 1 48 13Telangana

02 0 10 1Arunachal Pradesh

05 1 20 3Maharastra

04 1 40 5Madhya Pradesh

04 1410 28Total
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States Hostels Children

7 28 1500+

Our Presence
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Addressing
Learning Poverty
Al l  school  go ing ch i ldren should be able to  read by age 10.   Even
though the major i ty  o f  ch i ldren are in  school ,  large propor t ions are not
acqui r ing fundamenta l  sk i l ls .  UNESCO Inst i tu te  for  Stat is t ics  s ta tes the
learn ing cr is is  where ch i ldren who are unable to  read and understand a
s imple text  by age 10 as Learning Poverty.
 
As per  2018 ASER repor t ,  in  Ind ia,  about  ha l f  o f  a l l  ch i ldren can read,
and less than a th i rd  can do bas ic  ar i thmet ic .  Many ch i ldren complet ing
Std VI I I  are unprepared for  h igher  s tud ies or  for  the labour  market .
Preparat ion for  school ,  work,  and l i fe  is  needed by th is  s tage.
 
One of  the major  chal lenges in  the rura l  and t r iba l  learn ing centers  is
the avai lab i l i ty  o f  qual i f ied teaching resources.  Qual i f ied teachers leave
the v i l lage or  t r iba l  hamlet  for  bet ter  prospects  and learn ing centers
end-up wi th  h i r ing the unqual i f ied resources.
 
Lack of  funds and non-avai lab i l i ty  o f  regular  t ra in ing depr ives qual i ty
educat ion for  the ch i ldren.  SaC is  t ry ing to  br idge the gap by par tner ing
wi th  Vandematram Foundat ion,  Kalwakur thy,  Telangana.
 
Vandematram Foundat ion has developed pedagogy that  he lps the s low
learners.  I t  a lso prov ides t ra in ing to  government  school  teachers and
tutors ,  who want  to  he lp the government  school  s tudents .
 
SaC had ident i f ied tu tors  f rom the loca l  resources,  got  them t ra ined at
Vandematram Foundat ion,  and p laced them at  the learn ing centers .
These tu tors  conduct  regular  c lasses in  the learn ing centers  wi th  a
focus on academic improvement .
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Tutoring classes sponsored by SaC

Periodic assessment and Progress Track Sheet 



SSC Marks

S.NO STUDENT NAME LEARNING CENTRE NAME MARKSSTATE

01

03

02

04

05

Rishi Nalli

Pradeep Kanel

Vamsi Bonthu

Prakash Barela

Sathvik SR

Samaka
Balura Avasam, Tadvai

Nirmal
Sagadev Boys Hostel, Bhopal

Saraswathi Sishu Mandir 
School, Bhadrachalam

Nirmal
Sagadev Boys Hostel, Bhopal

National School, Bangalore

A+

91%

A+

90%

90%

Telangana

Madhya Pradesh

Telangana

Madhya Pradesh

Karnataka

Toppers in SaC supported learning centers
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NO.OF
STUDENTSCATEGORY

180%-89%

20Less than 35%

1Above 90%

235%-49%

1850%-79%

NO.OF
STUDENTSCATEGORY

12A

2Fail

2A+

2B

2B+

0 5 10 15 20

Above 90%  

80%-89% 

50%-79% 

35%-49% 

Less than 35% 

0 5 10 15

A+ 

A  

B+ 

B  

Less than 35% 

SSC 2019 Marks Distribution In Karnataka

SSC 2019 Marks Distribution In Telangana
Total number of students appeared for class 10: 20

NO.OF
STUDENTSCATEGORY

180%-89%

0Less than 35%

2Above 90%

035%-49%

1150%-79%

0 5 10 15

Above 90%  

80%-89% 

50%-79% 

35%-49% 

Less than 35% 

SSC 2019 Marks Distribution In Madhya Pradesh
Total number of students appeared for class 10: 14
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Fundraising
Events
Sports4Sewa:  New York,  New Jersey Sewa chapters  organizes cr icket
tournament  to  ra ise funds.  Every year ,  over  100 ch i ldren f rom
Telangana are suppor ted by these chapters .
 
Hike for  Sewa:  Youth Volunteers f rom Nor th Phoenix  organized h ik ing
where more than 70 people par t ic ipated and ra ised fund for  SaC.
 
Other Efforts:  Sewa chapters  such as Phoenix ,  Washington DC, San
diego organized events  l ike Garba,  Diwal i  Par ty ,  Fami ly  p icn ic  to  r iase
fund for  SaC.

13





We are p leased that  we are able to  sponsor  Prakrut i  a long wi th
Aryan.  We have been lucky to  be par t  o f  the SaC program for  the
past  few years and have been able to  sponsor  a ch i ld .  We value the
work the SaC program is  do ing whi le  t ry ing to  improve the educat ion
and overa l l  l i fe  o f  underpr iv i leged ch i ldren.  We fu l ly  suppor t  the
program and hope you get  addi t ional  sponsors to  cater  to  other
ch i ldren 's  educat ion needs.
 
Donor:  Ketan Thanki ,  Texas,  Houston

I t  was rea l ly  a  memorable exper ience for  us to  ta lk  wi th  our  three
sponsored ch i ldren Shankar  Geedam, Sanjay Kumar Purusanga and
Ashish Bashet t i  f rom Ekalavya Avasam in  Mancher ia l ,  Te langana.
 
When I  ca l led the Hoste l  in-charge,  he to ld  us that  k ids just  f in ished
thei r  morn ing yoga which is  a  good way to  s tar t  the i r  day.  I  got  to
ta lk  wi th  a l l  the three boys who are in  6 th grade and each one of
them has the i r  ind iv idual  goal  o f  achiev ing the i r  dreams.  Incharge
also expla ined how the k ids schedule work and how the suppor t  f rom
indiv idual  donors l ike us makes a b ig  d i f ference in  the l ives of  these
rura l  k ids.
 
I t  gave me immense p leasure af ter  ta lk ing wi th  them and I  am very
thankfu l  to  the SaC team for  coord inat ing th is  to  happen.
 
Donor:  Ramalakshmi ,  Texas,  Houston

Testimonials
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Testimonials

Sewa Internat ional  has been suppor t ing the educat ion of  100
students in  the Viveka Tr iba l  Centre for  Learn ing through the
“Sponsor  a Chi ld  Program.”  I t  is  wi th  the suppor t  o f  par tners l ike
Sewa that  SVYM is  ab le to  work wi th  the ch i ldren of  the ind igenous
tr iba l  groups of  the Mysuru Dis t r ic t .  The suppor t  goes beyond mere
f inancia l  a id  and constant ly  explores the oppor tun i t ies to  cross- learn
f rom other  par tners across the country .  We look forward to  work ing
wi th  Sewa for  severa l  years to  come.
 
 
-Praveen Kumar S
Deputy CEO & Head -  Inst i tu t ions
Swami Vivekananda Youth Movement
Mysuru
( learn ing center)
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Video Calls
Donor-Chi ld Interact ion’  through web ca l ls  is  one of  our  most  un ique
features of  the SaC Program of  Sewa.  I f  the learn ing center  is  a  hoste l
or  a  res ident ia l  school ,  donors can ta lk  to  the i r  sponsored ch i ld  on the
Fi rs t  Saturday evening/Sunday morn ing ( Ind ia T ime)  of  the month
through a WhatsApp web ca l l .  Th is  year  many donors have spoken to
the i r  sponsored s tudents.
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Our learn ing center  ch i ldren par t ic ipate in  both academic and non-
academic act iv i t ies .  Nat ional  fest iva ls  l ike Republ ic  Day,  Independence
Day,  and Gandhi  Jayatnth i  are ce lebrated.  A lso,  b i r thdays of  impor tant
personal i t ies  l ike Subhash Chandra Bose,  and Dr .  APJ.  Abdul  Kalam
are ce lebrated.  
 
Funct ions l ike Hol i ,  Raksha Bandhan,  Diwal i ,  Ganesh Chatur th i ,  and
other  fest iva ls  are ce lebrated.  For  Ganesh Chathur th i ,  Ganesha ido l  is
made us ing c lay to  incu lcate the habi t  o f  us ing b iodegradable products
and understanding i ts  impact  on the env i ronment .
 
Awareness camps l ike Heal th ,  Hygiene,  and HIV Awareness,  Personal
and Publ ic  safety ,  and Career  for  Women in  Armed Forces were
conducted in  schools  that  are suppor ted by SaC.

Children
Development
Activities

Holi Celebration
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Yoga Day

Rakhi made by children



Tuition classes after school hours.

Clay Ganesha



Nutrition Rangoli

Thank you letter from a child



Students from Madhya Pradesh sent
Greeting (hard copy) to donor in Atlanta





/ s e w a c h i l d

/ c h i l d _ s e w a

s a c . s e w a u s a . o r g

s a c @ s e w u s a . o r g

Sponsor A Child

Sewa International
P.O.Box 820867
Hoston, TX 77282-0867
 
(708) USA-SEWA 
(708) 872-7392


