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Children in Haiti, one of the poorest  
countries in the world, struggle to get an education.  
Most students don’t even finish sixth grade. 

Steven is a rarity. He has graduated high school. 

This wasn’t easy. During the 2010 earthquake, Steven’s childhood home fell 
on him, crushing his pelvis and injuring his foot and back.

After a painful recovery process, Steven studied hard.

Steven now has the grades and the drive he needs to succeed in college. But 
he can’t even afford textbooks. 

Unfortunately, tuition, textbooks, travel, and other college costs are out of 
reach for almost all of the hardworking students we serve. 

Will you make sure a student like Steven can to go to university?

PO Box 3970  •  Silverdale, WA 98383  •  360-698-7227  •  cotni.org

You can save time and money by giving 
online at donate.cotni.org/textbooks,  
or by calling 360-698-7227.

I’ve enclosed my best gift of

¨ $15 for textbooks for one class
¨ $30 for textbooks for two classes
¨ $60 for textbooks for four classes
¨ $120 for textbooks for a whole year

YES, I’ll give textbooks and other necessary 
supplies for a student like Steven!

✓

How Your Support 
of Higher Education 
Is Transforming 
the World
Higher education is an impossible 
dream for most children growing 
up in poverty. It certainly was 
for Amidu and Angelina.

But you made it possible for them 
to attend university. Thanks to you, 
they’re thriving—and able to change 
their communities for the better. 

With your help, children who grew 
up in poverty will become doctors, 
teachers, pastors, business owners, 
and community leaders. Amidu 
and Angelina are proof of how 
hard these students work and how 
far they are capable of going.

Thank you for giving the gift of 
education and for changing a child—
and their community—forever.

For the Children, 

 

Founders 

INSIDE:

Amidu’s Story
How you helped this former 
orphan from Sierra Leone  
go to college

Children of the Nations is a 501(c)(3) organization. Your donation is tax-deductible and you will receive a gift receipt in the mail.

Children of the Nations (COTN) seeks to be the best possible steward of our partners' finances. In cases where financial gifts exceed program/project budgets, or where local conditions 
prevent program/project implementation, COTN will redirect funds to activities that are identified as most needed or will have the biggest impact on the children and families we serve. 



Former Orphan Who 
Tended Goats to Survive  
Now Attends College 
How you made it possible for 
Amidu to attend university 

An orphan in Sierra Leone, west Africa, Amidu was the 
last to eat in the various families that took him in. They 
saw him more as a worker than a family member. So 
until he was nine years old, he spent his days tending 
goats—and not in school.

“I never for once dreamed of going 
to school,” Amidu says. “My only 
concern was getting enough food 
to survive for the next day.”

But thanks to you, Amidu’s 
story doesn’t end there. 
Because of your support, he 
was given food, a family, and an education.

Now Amidu is thriving! He has a passion for music and 
technology. He’s already written an album of songs and 

produced a music video. And thanks to your generosity 
and Amidu’s hard work, he has achieved something 
beyond his wildest dreams—attending college!

Amidu is now the first Children of the Nations student 
enrolled in college in the US! He is attending Valencia 
College in Orlando and earning his associate’s degree 
in hospitality and tourism management. Eventually, 
he’ll transfer to the University to Central Florida for 
his bachelor’s degree in entertainment management.

After university, Amidu wants to start his own record 
label in Sierra Leone so he can give opportunities to 
young, up-and-coming artists. Thank you for giving 

Amidu the chance to make a 
huge difference in his country!

Amidu puts it best: 

“I got on the plane and thought 
I was dreaming. How did I come 
from being a poor little boy in 
[Sierra Leone] to a student in the 
United States of America? Even 
if I had ten thousand tongues, it 

still would not be enough to thank God for Children 
of the Nations, for all the people He used to make 
this happen, and for His goodness in my life.” ❚

“Even if I had ten 
thousand tongues,” 

Amidu says,  
“it still would not be 

enough to thank God for 
all the people He used to 

make this happen.”

Angelina’s home  
burned down.  

Twice.  
Her dream of college  

seemed beyond 
impossible.

Lower Left: Amidu when he first came to COTN. Upper Left: Amidu now. Right: COTN staff and 
volunteers gave Amidu a warm welcome when he arrived in Orlando.. 

Angelina Was Homeless, 
But You Are Sending 
Her to College 
After her house burned down, 
Angelina thought her dream 
of college was impossible.

Angelina knew she would have to work hard to 
achieve her dreams. She was born in Altagracia, an 
impoverished batey in the Dominican Republic. A batey 
is a shantytown originally built for 
migrant sugarcane workers. Within the 
batey, Angelina lived with her mother 
and seven siblings in a tiny house. 

Angelina studied hard and dreamed of 
getting a degree in nursing. She wanted 
to help people. As Angelina says, “I 
knew that I had a dream to fulfill.”

But the obstacles in her way seemed 
too great to overcome. Her mother didn’t have any 
money for college. The family was barely surviving. 

And as if that weren’t enough of a challenge, 
Angelina’s home burned down. Twice.

After the second fire, Angelina’s family had no way 

to rebuild their lives. With no place to live, no food, 
and no money, Angelina couldn’t focus on her studies. 
Her dream of college seemed beyond impossible. 

But that’s when you entered Angelina’s story.

Because of your generosity, Children of the 
Nations could give Angelina’s family food 
and help them rent a small house.

With a roof over her head and food in her stomach, 
Angelina studied hard and graduated high school. 
And then you went one step further. Your support 
of Children of the Nations’ University/Vocational 
Program will help Angelina achieve her dream.

Soon, Angelina will be going to university 
and studying to become a nurse so she 
can help other children born in the batey.

Without you, college would have 
been impossible for Angelina. But 
because of your help, Angelina’s 
hard work and kind heart have 
been rewarded. And as you know, 

educating hardworking young people like her is the 
best way to help whole communities escape poverty.

Because of you, Angelina says she has “hope and certainty 
that I will be a great nurse for my community.” 

Thank you for giving Angelina a college education 
and helping her rise up from the ashes. ❚

Houses in Altagracia, like Angelina’s, are often made out of 
wood—making a fire a huge risk.

Angelina was a hardworking student, but college seemed  
out of her reach. 

Some of the 
AMAZING  

ways you’re 
helping students 

around the 
world!

• Your kind giving is helping 
more students besides Amidu 
study abroad. Bernard from 
Malawi is in Japan, and 
Aminata, Idrissa, Kapprie, and 
Massah from Sierra Leone are 
attending college in Liberia.

• You’re not just helping students 
attend university—you’re sending 
students to vocational schools 
too! Olivia, Gloria, and Janet 
in Uganda have all graduated 
from vocational school and are 
pursuing careers in hospitality.

• In Haiti, we are welcoming our 
first university and vocational 
students, Steven and Freslaine!

• In the last two years, you 
sent 42 students in Malawi 
to vocational school. 

Gloria, Olivia, and Janet (left to right 
below) of Uganda have all graduated 
from vocational school and are 
pursuing careers in hospitality!
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