
fo r  a l l 
t h e  g i f ts !

We’re still adding up all your 
generous gifts through the 

COTN Christmas gift catalog, 
and all we can say is “Thank 
you!” You’ve blown us away.

Through our gift catalog, 
you gave more than

1,341 blankets  
to keep children warm 

1,375 bars of soap  
to help children fight germs

488 children food 
for an entire month

And so many other 
life-changing gifts!

“I love my blanket because it’s [the] 
color pink, and it  
keeps me warm  
when it’s  
raining. Pink  
is also my  
favorite color.”   
– Tikambe, 
  Malawi
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INSIDE:

Now I  
Can See!
You helped build a clinic  
in the Dominican Republic,  
and it’s changing children’s lives.

Vision
Raising Children Who Transform Nations®

COTN® Mission
To provide holistic, Christ-centered care for orphaned and 
destitute children, enabling them to create positive and lasting 
change in their nations.

P.O. Box 3970
Silverdale, WA 98383
360-698-7227
cotni.org

Children of the Nations is a 501(c)(3) organization. Your donation is tax-deductible and you will receive a gift 
receipt in the mail.

Children of the Nations (COTN) seeks to be the best possible steward of our partners' finances. In cases 
where financial gifts exceed program/project budgets, or where local conditions prevent program/project 
implementation, COTN will redirect funds to activities that are identified as most needed or will have the 
biggest impact on the children and families we serve.
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JOIN A 

MEDICAL 
VENTURE TRIP!

Join a medical 
Venture team! 

Partner with local medical 
staff in Africa or the 

Caribbean to help children 
and communities in need.

Use your gifts and talents 
to transform lives.

2018 TRIPS  
ARE FILLING UP NOW! 

Schedule yours at  
cotni.org/venture  

or call 360-698-7227.

THE HEALING 
POWER OF 

COMPASSION
A nurse in Uganda goes 
beyond the call of duty.

Sick children can carry deep emotional pain with 
their illnesses: feelings of shame, uselessness, and 
loneliness. It takes a special kind of person to 
help heal both emotional and physical pain. 

Thanks to your giving, we are able to provide 
excellent medical care to our children by 
hiring qualified in-country staff.

Meet Nurse Olivia, head nurse at COTN–Uganda. 
She uses friendship and compassion along with 
her medical skills to keep children healthy.

Nurse Olivia’s proudest moment at COTN comes from 
her relationship with Sarah*, a child who was born 
HIV-positive. Sarah had also contracted an infection 
that required numerous medications to combat it. 
She was ashamed of her conditions, burdened by the 
medications she had to take daily, and felt worthless. 

Sarah tried to hide her conditions from Nurse Olivia, 
but when Nurse Olivia asked about any medical 
problems that were bothering her, Sarah began to cry.

Nurse Olivia showed Sarah compassion, empathy, 
and love. They prayed together. They discussed 
what can happen if Sarah stops her treatments. 

“I reminded her of God’s love and favor for having 
brought her to COTN and that we are her family and we 
love her so much. I asked her to be my personal friend 
and [told her] that she could come to me whenever she 
had a joy or problem to share,” says Nurse Olivia. 

Nurse Olivia has since been Sarah’s faithful 
friend on her medical journey. She encourages 
Sarah to never miss a pill or appointment. When 
Sarah doesn’t understand something the doctor 
has told her, Nurse Olivia will explain it.

Now, Sarah has completed her treatment and is free from 
her infection! And Nurse Olivia couldn’t be prouder.

Thank you for making it possible for people 
like Nurse Olivia to provide children like 
Sarah with the treatment they need!

*The child’s name has been changed.

Now a second story has been added to the building, 
creating more space for surgery, dental care, and 
processing patients. The expansion has also moved 
the clinic’s laundry room and kitchen from an old 
shack to a more hygienic space within the building. 

Estrella wants to be a pediatrician when she grows 
up. To everyone who supported the clinic, she says, 

“Thank you. . . . Without the clinic, we would not 
have medical help. More people would be suffering 
and have bad health, and I would still be suffering 
physically and emotionally with my crossed eyes.”

Thank you for helping children like Estrella 
see their way to a healthier future!

“I feel I’m living my dream and passion,” Nurse Olivia (left) 
says. She and Mummy Milber (right) work tirelessly to keep our 
children healthy.

NOW I CAN SEE: ESTRELLA’S STORY 
How the clinic you helped build is transforming children’s lives. 

Estrella’s name means “star” in Spanish, and her eyes 
reflect that as they sparkle with joy. But this wasn’t 
always the case for the young Dominican girl. 

“I would get teased a lot,” says Estrella of her life before 
COTN. “People would tell my mom not to let me look 
at them because they didn’t like the way I looked.” 

Young Estrella suffered from esotropia, 
or crossed eyes. Her poor eyesight 
made schoolwork difficult. Since her 
family struggled to afford food and 
clothing, paying expensive medical 
bills was out of the question.

Fortunately, visiting medical Venture teams treated 
Estrella. Eventually, she was even able to have eye surgery. 

“It has changed my life forever!” Estrella declares. 
“My total disposition changed after my surgeries. 
I have self-confidence; I am happy.”

Today, Estrella attends school and enjoys nutritious 
meals. She also receives important follow-up care 

through COTN’s medical clinic, including prescriptions 
for glasses that continue to correct her vision. 

None of this would have been possible without 
the generous hearts of medical Venture teams, 
the clinic staff, and partners like you who have 
supported the clinic and children like Estrella.

The COTN clinic plays a crucial 
role in keeping COTN children 
healthy and offering medical care 
to the community at a low cost, 
including pediatrics, gynecology, 
surgical procedures, and dentistry. 

Last year, thanks to the generosity and tireless 
work of dozens of COTN partners and 
volunteers, the clinic doubled in size!

Barb Kjose, a nurse and Venture team member, 
remembers the early days of the clinic: “We would 
come in the morning and there would be a line 
way past the clinic, out. And you’d feel bad because 
you could not see all those people that came.”

Cover Photo: Estrella’s vision was corrected at the clinic. “It has changed my life forever,” she says. Left: Nurse Yaneth gives 
checkups to children just like Estrella. Right: The newly expanded clinic, which serves Estrella and thousands of other children.

Are you ready 
to share God’s love 
in a real, tangible way?

“Thanks to your giving,  
we are able to hire qualified  

staff like Nurse Olivia.”

“My total disposition 
changed after my 

surgeries. I have self-
confidence; I am happy.”
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