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Vision
Raising Children Who Transform Nations®

COTN® Mission
To provide holistic, Christ-centered care for orphaned and 
destitute children, enabling them to create positive and lasting 
change in their nations.

P.O. Box 3970
Silverdale, WA 98383
360-698-7227
cotni.org

Children of the Nations is a 501(c)(3) organization. Your donation is tax-deductible and you will receive a gift 
receipt in the mail.

Children of the Nations (COTN) seeks to be the best possible steward of our partners' finances. In cases 
where financial gifts exceed program/project budgets, or where local conditions prevent program/project 
implementation, COTN will redirect funds to activities that are identified as most needed or will have the 
biggest impact on the children and families we serve.
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INSIDE:  The top 5 highlights you 
made possible in 2017.

Beekeeping
is all the buzz!

See how your gifts are providing 
sustainable small-business 

training for students like Emmanuel

Thank you for letting your sponsored 
child know that you care! Our 
office was flooded with Easter cards 
carrying your love to the children. 

And because of your giving 
through our Easter card, more 
than 1,200 children will now be 
able to enjoy summer camp and 
dozens of university and vocational 
students will have transportation 
back home this summer.

At camp, children will play games, 
eat nutritious meals, make crafts, 
learn about how much God loves 
them, and create memories that 
will stay with them forever.

Thank you for making 
this possible!

Thank 
You!



UGANDA IS ALL ABUZZ 
WITH BEEKEEPING 

How you’re teaching students 
valuable life skills 

When Emmanuel started beekeeping, it was a personal 
hobby. He had no idea it was the first step on his career path.

Thanks to the generosity of partners like you, COTN is able to 
not only meet our children’s immediate needs but also provide 
long-term, sustainable solutions for their future. Our high school 

in Uganda is partnered with Teach a Man to Fish (TAMTF), 
a program that helps fund the school and teaches children 

skills that can give them jobs in the future. Beekeeping is 
the first of many projects the school has started in order 
to become sustainable. And it just so happened that one 
student was already knowledgeable about it—Emmanuel. 

Emmanuel now shares his hobby with dozens of other 
students. Teachers say that “[the children’s] interest in the 

project is overwhelming.” Students and staff members 
attended training to get ready for the new hives and 

to learn the basics of beekeeping. Now they’re fully 
equipped with gear like bee suits, honey buckets, and 
a smoker. So far, the school has 20 colonized hives, 

and they’ve already had their first harvest of honey!

And TAMTF doesn’t stop with beekeeping. Students are also 
learning how to run dairy, piggery, and poultry businesses, an arts 

and crafts business, and a bakery! Students even traveled to Uganda’s 
capital so they could visit other schools who do TAMTF, where they 

were inspired and encouraged by other students in the program.

“I like [the beekeeping, poultry, and dairy projects],” 
Emmanuel says, “because someday I want to work in 

these areas to earn money for myself and my family.”

Thank you for making these experiences possible for 
the children of Uganda. You are preparing students 

like Emmanuel for a financially independent future!

“Someday I want to work in these areas to 
earn money for myself and my family.”

1) Emmanuel 
demonstrates how 
to use the smoker on 
the beehive.  

2) Emmanuel  
and some friends 
show off the latest 
in beekeeping 
fashion.  
3) A piece of 
honeycomb from 
Emmanuel’s  
hives. 

4) Lydia helped 
with the beekeeping 
projects. Now she 
and other children 
get to enjoy the 
newly harvested 
honey!

FROM POVERTY TO 
INDEPENDENCE: 
YOHANE’S STORY 
Yohane makes benches out of ... oil 
drums! And it’s thanks to you and 
COTN’s Business Connections program. 

At COTN–Malawi, Business Connections is a program 
that equips young people to become business owners, 
including vocational training, business management, 
and small loans. Yohane is one of over 20 Business 
Connections graduates now starting businesses in Malawi. 

When Yohane was a boy, he had to stop attending 
school because his family couldn’t afford it. His parents 
divorced, and Yohane had to start working at a young 
age to help his mother feed the family. When he came 
to COTN, he didn’t have to worry about how he was 
going to eat, so he could attend school once again.

Thanks to the generous support of caring 
partners like you, COTN helped Yohane grow up 
physically and spiritually healthy. As he got older, 
he started making plans for life after COTN. 

Yohane grew up wanting to be a mechanic, even 
snagging an internship with a car repair company. 
When he entered Business Connections, he 
started training in welding and metalwork. 

“I see [Business Connections] as a second chance 
to life and a connection to a new life altogether,” 
Yohane says. “I also thought that it will be a way 
that I will perfect what I love and also train others 
who are passionate in welding and fabrication.”

Now Yohane is able to support his family with his 
work, and he knows Business Connections has been 
the bridge to his new life of financial security. 

“Business Connections has helped me sustain myself 
and my family,” he says. “It has also given me a good 
reason to keep busy and stay out of trouble. [I’m] sure 
if I was still with my peers I would have been drinking, 
but now I stay in my workshop and design new 
things, take orders from people, and make money.”

Yohane isn’t the only one from Business Connections who’s 
doing great things. Yamikakani used his loan to purchase 
a hand crank to make peanut butter. Ernest is selling fish 
to support his parents. And Malaki runs a tea shop.

Your gifts to COTN are helping these young 
people and others start businesses and become 
the future leaders of their country!

Yohane has a secure job thanks to your gifts to the Business 
Connections program. 

You made 2017 an  

AMAZING YEAR  
for children in need!

In 2017 you…

See more highlights at 
cotni.org/2017report

Gave business 
training to  
350 students.

Provided 22 
micro-loans for 
new businesses.

Helped 38 students 
graduate from 
university or 
vocational school.

Fed 4,623 
children daily.

Helped 2,443 
people make 
the decision to 
follow Jesus.

“Business Connections has helped me 
sustain myself and my family,” he says. 
“It has also given me a good reason to 
keep busy and stay out of trouble.”

Yohane works on one of his signature projects: welding a bench 
out of an oil drum.
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