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Do You Have a Unique Case to Share? Send it to us along with high-resolution clinical images and/or video that help tell the story. Provide a 100- to 
300-word description of what the images show, how the case was treated, and the animal’s recovery. We pay $75 per published case. Send submissions by e-mail 
to editor@VetTechJournal.com, or mail to Veterinary Technician, 780 Township Line Road, Yardley, PA 19067.

Going Fishing
John Cuthbertson, LVT
Augusta Animal Emergency 
Augusta, Georgia

Bourbon, a 2.5-year-old boxer, presented to our clinic after his owner saw him ingest one of his rubber toys. Bourbon, 
a “repeat offender,” had previously been seen by us for ingesting a sock. On arrival, Bourbon was asymptomatic and 

very alert and responsive, but he began to vomit shortly after presentation. After the physical examination, abdominal 
radiography was performed, revealing a fish-shaped toy within the stomach. Preanesthetic laboratory work revealed 
no abnormalities. During gastrotomy, a yellow, rubber toy fish was removed. We called this surgery “Going Fishing.” 
Bourbon had an uneventful recovery.

Lateral view.

Ventrodorsal view.Toy fish, removed unharmed.


