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A Reason to Radiograph
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A 6-year-old, neutered, shepherd-mix dog presented for a dental cleaning. Intraoral examination revealed mild gin-
givitis, mild to moderate calculus, and missing lower left first and second mandibular premolars (#305 and #306; 

FIGURE 1). Full-mouth conventional dental radiographs were obtained. The radiograph of the mandible revealed an 
unerupted first premolar but no evidence of a second premolar (FIGURE 2). The radiograph of the left first mandibular 
molar (#309; FIGURE 3) revealed two small, round opacities within the pulp, which are called pulp stones (FIGURE 4). 
The owner was informed that an unerupted tooth may predispose the patient to developing a dentigerous cyst and that 
the pulp stones would make endodontic treatment of the tooth difficult. Because there was no evidence of periodontal 
disease of either tooth, the owner decided against further treatment but agreed to closely monitor the affected area. 
	 Some veterinary professionals do not see the value in obtaining radiographs of healthy-looking teeth. However, nearly 
30% to 40% of clinically relevant dental disease is undiagnosed without full-mouth dental radiographs.1,2 Full-mouth 
intraoral radiographs are imperative for revealing dental anomalies that the owner and the veterinarian should be aware 
of if future dental problems develop.
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