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Reading Room

This mammoTh woRk has been changed 
substantially from its second edition, which 
was published just 5 years previously. Both the 

material and the format have been updated, and a 
companion “e-dition” is now available. however, as 
in the previous editions, the number of contributors 
has been carefully limited, and the format for text 
and art remains consistent throughout.

TO LEARN MORE

For further information about this 
book or to order a copy, visit

www.us.elsevierhealth.com.

Despite its size 
and scope, 
meticulous 
organization 
provides ready 
access to the 
desired material.
Title: Small Animal Surgery, 3rd ed.

Editors: Theresa Welch Fossum, Cheryl S. 
Hedlund, Ann L. Johnson, Kurt S. Schulz, 
Howard B. Seim III, Michael D. Willard, Anne 
Bahr, Gwendolyn L. Carroll 

Publisher: Mosby-Elsevier 

Year: 2007

Pages: 1610

ISBN: 978-0-323-04439-4

 The book contains 41 chapters, 
divided into four sections. The first part 
concerns general surgical principles 
and targets general practitioners and 
students. Topics include sterile tech-
nique, surgical instruments, preopera-
tive and postoperative care, rational 
antibiotic use, analgesia, and physi-
cal rehabilitation. The remaining three 
sections cover soft tissue surgery (i.e., 
specific organs and systems), orthope-
dic surgery, and neurosurgery. in each 
case, a general discussion is followed 
by chapters on specific conditions. 
Various techniques are described for 
performing the same procedure when 
applicable. The basic chapter structure 
proceeds from general discussion (e.g., 
definitions, surgical anatomy, antibiot-
ics/analgesics, surgical procedure) to 
specific diseases (e.g., diagnosis, med-
ical management, surgical treatment 
and techniques, complications). many 
new procedures have been added, and 
more advanced surgery is described, 
even though general practitioners 
will probably refer such cases; more 
complex operations are appropri-
ately marked. overall, descriptions of 
anatomy, conditions, and procedures 
apply to all small animals, 
with differences between 
species noted as needed.
 important features in the 
book are highlighted with 
“note” boxes in each chapter, 
and all boxes and tables are 
color-coded. in addition, there 
are icons for text on general 

material, disease classification, etiol-
ogy, clinical signs, diagnosis, general 
treatment, analgesia, anesthesia/seda-
tion, antibiotics, calculations, com-
plications, and key points. There are 
more than 2100 high-quality illustra-
tions, 75% of which are in color.
 The e-dition contains the complete 
contents of the printed book, plus 
weekly updates and extra topics, 
such as less commonly performed 
procedures. The web site is fully 
searchable. There are also tools for 
note-taking, saving searches, and 
viewing and saving images in a 
PowerPoint format. Furthermore, the 
viewer can watch video clips and 
surgical simulations. The e-dition is 
available as a stand-alone product.
 This volume is truly impressive. 
Despite its massive size and scope, 
meticulous organization and an 
abundance of visual cues provide 
ready access to the desired mate-
rial and rapid scanning of relevant 
points. it will undoubtedly serve as 
an invaluable resource for a fresh 
look at the most common proce-
dures and a gateway to new and 
less common techniques. 
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