
The rules for disinfection are simple. Any EPA
product that has MRSA/MRSI listed on its
label can be used.17 However, some disin-
fectants and antiseptics have reduced effi-
cacy or are inactivated in the presence of
MRSA or MRSI organisms. In addition, a
concentration that is too weak is inef-
fective and one that is too strong is a
waste because it does not work any
better. Never add anything except
water unless the label instructions
specify to do so. Pay attention to the
contact time, as this is an important
step. Also, to ensure effectiveness, cre-
ate a fresh solution daily or more often
if the water becomes contaminated by
gross material.19

A few facts:1

• MRSA can be found
in the environment for
up to 42 days in car-
casses and organs and
60 days in meat products.

• MRSA is viable on glass for 46
hours, 17 hours in direct sunlight, and fewer
than 7 days on the floor.

• From 82% to 91% of visually clean surfaces have only
about 30% to 45%microbiologically clean areas.
So what does this tell us? The best thing for a clinic to do

is to clean and disinfect all work areas, treatment areas, and
the lobby weekly,16 including walls and all surfaces that can
come into contact with an infected or colonized animal. The
cage of a patient with possible or confirmed resistant infec-
tion should be cleaned and the bedding changed daily. Soiled
bedding can be disposed of in the normal trash that is dis-
carded daily, but do not allow the bedding to come into con-
tact with any patients, other clean bedding, or unprotected
surfaces.16

It is important to remember, however, that cleaning does
not equal disinfecting, and it is important that both are done.
For kennel disinfection of an infectious or suspected infec-
tious patient, always wear gloves before you touch anything
the animal may have come into contact with.

Here are some disinfecting steps to follow:
• Wear a disposable gown to ensure no splashback has

soaked into your clothing and a face guard if splashes to
the face are likely.

• Clean the surfaces manually to remove all dirt and body
excretions.

• Rinse the cage to be sure all gross material is removed. Do
not forget about disinfecting under any surfaces or
benches in the kennel area, as well as the door and
attached cages if there is a gap at the bottom of the cages.

• Apply disinfectant using the manufacturer’s recommenda-
tion for dilution and contact time. After the recommended

contact time, repeat the process of disinfection and once
again leave it on for at least the contact time. Remove any
residue left over after the recommended contact time has
elapsed— this may include rinsing the kennel again. Leave
to air dry, or use a high-temperature steamer on the entire
kennel area.19

• The entire clinic should be cleaned and disinfected once a
week to ensure there will be no epidemic. Places to remem-
ber to clean are all table surfaces and sides, anesthetic
machines, floors, walls, cages, door knobs, push plates,
sinks, water fountains, soap dispensers, towel dispensers,
telephones, keyboards, remotes, scissors, clippers, toys,
and furniture in the lobby.7,8,17 Equipment and instruments
should be disinfected and sterilized, if possible, using the
manufacturer’s recommended dilution.

• Surfaces where animals are housed, examined, or treated
should be made of nonporous material that is easy to
clean.12 Organic material can and does inactivate disinfec-
tants, so always remove gross contamination before disin-
fection.20

In addition to disinfecting the clinic, staff members need
to take the following personal precautions:
• Always wear gloves before touching a bandage. Use scis-

sors that are designated for that animal, and cut the band-
age off in one piece if possible.

• The bandage should be double bagged and disposed of in
routine garbage that is changed daily.

• The PPE can be placed in the routine garbage unless it is
heavily soiled; then it also needs to be double bagged. VT
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