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Hours
Gardens: Sunrise–Sunset
Conservatories:  Mar. 1–Oct. 31: 

10:00 am–5:00 pm 
Nov. 1–Feb. 28 
10:00 am–4:00 pm

Visitor Center:  Mar. 1–Oct. 31: 
9:00 am–5:00 pm 
Nov. 1–Feb. 28 
9:00 am–4:00 pm

Master Gardeners — 
Plant Clinics at Brookside Gardens
April–Sept.: Wednesdays 1:00–4:00 pm
Feb.–Nov.:  Saturday 10:00 am–1:00 pm 

Sunday 1:00–4:00 pm

The Shop at Brookside Gardens
Visitor Center 
Mar. 1–Oct. 31: 10:00 am–5:00 pm
Nov. 1–Feb. 28:  10:00 am–4:00 pm

McCrillis Gardens 
6910 Greentree Road, Bethesda, MD 20817

Friends of Brookside Gardens 
1800 Glenallan Avenue
Wheaton, Maryland 20902
FriendsofBrooksideGardens.org

Editor: Ellen Bennett 301-962-1402 

General Information 301-962-1400

Adult Education 301-962-1470

Children’s Education 301-962-1408

School of Botanical Art  301-962-1470 
  & Illustration

Volunteer Office 301-962-1429

Gift Shop 301-962-1448

Facility Rental 301-962-1404

McCrillis Gardens 301-962-1455

Media Relations 301-650-2866

Sponsorships/donations 301-962-1402

Celebrate your special occasion with us!

For detailed pricing and availability:
301-962-1404 | Event.Manager@MontgomeryParks.org

Events at Brookside Gardens

Check website for hoursBotanical and nature-inspired gifts
301-962-1448

The Shops
at Brookside Gardens



 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 
 

  

      

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

       

 

  

 

Letter from the Director: INSIDE 

Brookside Gardens is often called “the jewel in the crown” 
of Montgomery Parks. So, we are very grateful that County 

leadership recognizes signifcant capital investments are needed 
to keep that jewel sparkling!  First opened in 1969, when the 
county population was one-half of the current 1,050,000, the 
buildings, gardens, and grounds were sized accordingly. Fifty years 
later, the leap in visitation during the pandemic underscored our 
knowledge that access to beautiful gardens and greenspace are 

essential for personal well-being and building strong community connections. 

In the next six years, Brookside Gardens and Parks staf will be planning and 
implementing three phases of the ffteen phase Master Plan.  Most urgently needed is 
a new Conservatory to replace the original 1968 building. CIP funding will be used to 
develop a facility plan for a new structure with more efcient glasshouses to display 
plant collections, larger programming space for education and events, additional 
restrooms including family restrooms, a state of the art receiving room for butterfies, 
workspace for staf and 250+ volunteers, and better connections to outdoor garden 
areas.  Planning will also begin for renovations of the Formal Gardens and Rose Garden, 
which, like the Conservatory, date back to our opening.  New landscape designs will 
refresh favorite garden areas and replace broken pathways and structures, meet current 
ADA standards and address stormwater management issues. 

We look forward to this exciting new step in Brookside Gardens’ evolution as 
Montgomery County’s premier destination. 

Happy Gardening! 

—Stephanie Oberle, Director 
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GARDEN NEWS 

Garden of Welcome new staf! 
Lights Returns 
After a year hiatus, expect to see big Brookside Gardens is pleased to welcome two new members of the horticulture staf. 
changes to the Garden of Lights display 
this season!  In contrast to past years, 
only time specifc, advance sale tickets 
will be available.  You can purchase 
your tickets online with your phone, 
tablet or computer for the date and time 
most convenient for you.  Guests will 
no longer be able to drive up and pay 
at the entrance, which will reduce time 
spent waiting in long lines.  And those 
arriving by foot, bicycle, ride share or 
public transportation can use the same 
system to buy their tickets in advance. 
The entrance for pedestrians and those 
with bicycles (bike rack at gate) will be 
located at 1800 Glenallan Avenue. The 
per person admission fee is $10; children 
three and under are free. Tickets go on 
sale starting October 12 at 
www.brooksidegardens.org. 

around the conservatory parking lot. Beto an Advanced Gardener maintaining diverse 
Many aspects of the display will remain brings with him several years of public plantings around the Supreme Court building 
the same: enchanting and colorful light gardening experience, having worked at both in Washington, DC. Prior to that, she was staf 
displays throughout the gardens; the Tudor Place in Georgetown and the Hillwood Horticulturist for six years at Meadowlark 
Washington Virginia Maryland Garden Museum and Gardens in Washington, DC. Botanical Gardens in Vienna, Virginia, where 
Railway Society G-scale exhibit in the Prior to that he was Assistant Gardener Intern she designed and maintained gardens. She 
South Conservatory; sweet and savory for the Washington Youth Garden located at also interned at Longwood Gardens in Kennett 
refreshments available for purchase to the US National Arboretum. He studied in the Square, Pennsylvania, focusing on Integrated 
warm bellies and satisfy appetites; and horticulture curriculum at Northern Virginia Pest Management. In addition, she worked as 
gift shop items to delight gardeners Community College, Alexandria. If you haven’t Plant Health Care Specialist at a commercial 
and light show enthusiasts alike. We met Beto yet, please stop by to say hello when nursery in Maryland. Keely holds a BS in Plant 
look forward to welcoming you back to you’re in the gardens. Science with a minor in Landscape Horticulture 
Garden of Lights this year!  from the University of Delaware. Please 

welcome Keely when you see her in 
See the back cover for more information the gardens. 
on the Garden of Lights display. 

Heriberto Diaz Galvan, or Beto as he prefers 
to be called, joined the gardens in February as 
Lead Gardener responsible for maintaining the 
40th Anniversary Grove, Glenallan roadside 
plantings, Brookside tributary plantings, much 
of the Aquatic Gardens, and the plantings 

Keely Shaugnessy began working at the 
Gardens in May as Horticulturist with design 
and gardening responsibilities in the Fragrance, 
Azalea, Rain, and Butterfy Gardens, all of 
which have prominent displays and colorful 
landscape plantings. Keely most recently was 

Register at ActiveMONTGOMERY.org 4 
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Face Masks and Waivers: Adjustment 

The past year can be best described as full of adjustments. From being 
comfortable with hosting gatherings where we could discuss future 
volunteer projects together to isolating ourselves from one another to 
protect our health, it hasn’t been easy. Yet today, we are reminded of 
how, through this shared trauma, the Gardens continue to serve as a 
reminder that nature can help us cope with the stresses of the world. 
For instance, the intention of Brookside Gardens’ Facets of Hope exhibit 
is to remember the more than 1,600 Montgomery County residents who 
have died from COVID-19 and to support our community during this 
time of grief. 

Now more than ever, we rely on our volunteers, who have worked 
alongside staf since spring, to provide a welcoming environment and 
a place of respite for County residents. Your willingness to acclimate to 
this “new normal” has given the Gardens a chance to reconnect with our 
community and welcome more volunteer opportunities. For Earth Month 
in April, we were fortunate to host our frst in person group project. This 
group of students and parents eagerly helped to remove trash that had 
accumulated in the stream on the perimeter of the Gardens. They also 
worked in socially distant teams to remove invasive plants from the 40th 
Anniversary Grove. Additionally, our Gardener Assistants and Information 
Desk volunteers have continued to provide much needed help to support 

the large number of garden visitors, which is exponentially higher than 
before the pandemic. 

While the state of the pandemic is ever evolving, we are committed 
to prioritizing a safe environment for our visitors and volunteers, and 
we look forward to welcoming back all of our volunteers soon! Slowly 
our operating hours will revert to normal; in May, the Conservatory 
re-opened with limited hours. We are happy to report that, after what 
seemed like a long hiatus, the work of our Conservatory staf and 
volunteers is now on display for all to enjoy! And, of course, the outdoor 
gardens never closed, so visitors were able to enjoy displays lovingly 
maintained by staf and volunteers throughout the pandemic. 

Lastly, I want to thank our volunteers for your continued patience, as I 
asked you to complete waivers, wear face coverings, and be distant while 
we work together. Brookside Gardens is grateful for the volunteers that 
continue to work alongside staf through the pandemic, and I hope the 
Gardens will provide you with your own place of respite. 

—Albert Arevalo, Volunteer and Community Engagement Coordinator 

BrooksideGardens.org 5 

https://BrooksideGardens.org


  

 

  

  

  

  

  

 
  

  

GARDEN NEWS 

Strolls for Well-Being at 
Brookside Gardens 
“A walk in nature walks the soul back home.” – Mary Davis 

Brookside Gardens is thrilled to announce its debut of a unique wellness program ofered at only 
two other gardens in the country! Created by Dr. Ruth McCafrey in 2006, Strolls for Well-Being 
is an evidence-based program that promotes emotional healing through focused time spent in 
the natural world. Drawing on psychological principles such as mindfulness as well as popular 
nature practices like shinrin-yoku (Japanese “forest bathing”), this eight-week program is a balm 
for anyone who is struggling with difcult questions, sufering from stress or trauma, or otherwise 
seeking greater peace and fulfllment in their life. 

Program 
Over the course of eight weeks, participants: 
1. Participate in a facilitated group meeting, where they receive an introduction to the program as 

well as the beautiful full-color, 110-page guided journal that will guide them on their emotional 
journey (journals are available in English or Spanish); 

2. Complete twelve walks individually in various areas of Brookside Gardens, with their journal and 
on their own schedule. Each stroll has its own theme, refected in the journal with readings and 
writing prompts; 

3. Meet again with their group at the middle and end of the program to share insights and learn 
about others’ experiences; 

4. Finish the program with a sense of renewal and an appreciation for the healing power of nature! 

Benefts 
• Medical institutions, academic scholars, and scientists have all found that time spent in 

nature improves mental well-being by elevating mood and decreasing feelings of anxiety, fear, 
and sadness. 

• Researchers who conducted a study at the original Strolls for Well-Being program site found 
that individuals who completed the full program experienced reduced feelings of sadness, 
hopelessness, fear, and loneliness and increased feelings of happiness and joy. 

• Over the proceeding decade, thousands of participants have confrmed that they found 
meaning, joy, and perspective through their engagement with the program. 

Enrollment 
See page 15 for the fall session dates! 

The Strolls for Well-Being at Brookside Gardens is part of a new initiative to draw on Brookside 
Gardens’ unique features to support the mental and physical health of Montgomery County 
residents. To learn more about the program, or for information about partnership or sponsorship 
opportunities, e-mail Jessica.Laigle@montgomeryparks.org or call 301-962-1439. 
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Facets of Hope Exhibit 

When considering a way to honor Montgomery County residents who 
lost their lives to COVID-19, Brookside Gardens’ director, Stephanie 
Oberle thought back to a past art installation at Dumbarton Oaks 
Museum and Garden in Georgetown of Swarovski crystals suspended 
over a still pool. The play of light in the garden was wonderful. Subtle 
and dramatic at the same time, while also changing with the time of 
day and the weather. And so, the Facets of Hope exhibit was born: an 
extraordinary display of more than 1,600 crystals hanging from the 
Wisteria Arbor in the Rose Garden. 

Brookside Gardens had always been a place for people to come and 
relax, regroup and recharge. With COVID-19, that community need was 
amplifed, along with a growing understanding that gardens and green 
spaces are not a nicety, they are a necessity to our well-being. In talking 
to visitors, it became clear that County residents were specifcally seeking 
out the Gardens as a place to process the collective trauma caused by 
COVID-19. And some of that trauma was caused by the loss of loved 
ones, the inability to gather for family milestones, the uncertainty of the 
future. Being able to come to a public garden like Brookside Gardens, not 
only ofers the healing benefts of nature, but is a way to maintain social 
connections to our neighbors, even when we have to stay six feet apart, 

The exhibit was a way for the community to acknowledge its loss, 
whether personally or collectively. And installation of one strand of 
crystals for each person who was lost to COVID-19 gives a visual cue 
to the enormity of loss. It’s easy to read a number on a paper: 1,617. But 
what does that mean? When you see all the crystals suspended, you get a 
sense of how big that number truly is. 

As for the crystals, they are durable, and they will handle the weather. 
They are beautiful, they catch the light, make rainbows, and chime 
when the wind jostles them together. Visitors seem to be open to 
interpretations and metaphors for people in relation to the crystals: they 
are all made of the same material but all diferent. They have diferent 
facets, literally, and we talk about the facets of a person’s personality. We 
use sayings to describe people like “the spark of life” or “the light of my 
life” or “a twinkle in their eye” where we equate light with life and vitality. 
The Facets of Hope exhibit will be on display until September 16. 
Brookside Gardens has been privileged to honor Montgomery County 
victims of COVID-19 while bringing some beauty and solace to their 
family and friends within the community. 

BrooksideGardens.org 7 
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GARDEN NEWS 

Thank You Donors! 
The Montgomery Parks Foundation and the Friends of Brookside Gardens would like to thank 
all the generous donors to Brookside Gardens from December 15, 2020 to June 1, 2021. Your 
gifts have been invaluable in providing resources, programming and additional support to the 
Gardens. To learn more about making a donation to support Brookside Gardens, please visit 
MontgomeryParksFoundation.org/donate-now/ or FriendsOfBrooksideGardens.org 

GENERAL DONATIONS PROGRAM SUPPORT In Memory of Jane Folsom 
Susan Allen & Frank Adler 
Sarah Allen Facets of Hope Milton Spivack 
Nancy Anderson Susan Berman 
Angela Cheng Christine Black In Memory of Florence Foss 
Wayne Christiansen Robert Foss 
Nicholas Clements GreenScapes Symposium 
Leslie Cronin Burtonsville Garden Club In Memory of Joan Jarman 
Robert Dargel Maryland Nursery, Elaine Dynes 
Emily Davidson Landscape, & Joan O’Rourke 
Phoebe deReynier Greenhouse Association Barbara Waite-Jaques 
Margretta Diemer Natural Resources Design, 
Robert & Ann Erdahl Inc. In Memory of Michele 
Pamela Ex Raemelton Farm Molnar 
Peggy Fields RainScapes/Montgomery Sandra Duerr 
Mary Fitzgerald County Department of Michele Late 
Carolyn Frank Environmental Protection 
Leonard Friedman In Memory of Fe Pardo 
Julie Gingrich TRIBUTE GIFTS MaxCyte, Inc. 
Harold Ginsberg 
Bridget Hanes In Memory of Nina Adler In Memory of Bhooma 
Paul Hawkins Carole Kuritzky Raghavan 
Lynn Hemphill Meryl Moran 
Eugene & Julia Horman In Honor of Paul Beswick Lea Ann Moricle 
Sheila Jones Richard Flaig 
Susanne Karacki In Memory of Phyllis Richter 
Sandy Kingsley In Celebration of the Bufalo Lisa Richter 
Brian Knowlton Gals of Sandy Spring 
George Lambert Clare Voss In Honor of Joe & Barbara 
Ma-Li Liang Rock 
Wayne Little In Honor of Lisa Jin Chen Susan Marcus 
Joanne London Klipper Family Foundation 
Dianne Lorenz In Memory of Joseph Rock 
Carmela Mannarino In Memory of Adda & Clem Nancy & Glenn Thompson 
Bob & JoAnn Mueller Clark 
Dorie Newman Lee Blank In Honor of Barbara Scholl 
Barbara Pascoe Jeannine Caudill Monica Feit 
Carla Rodriguez Cynthia Clark 
Gabriele Rosenberg Sheila Clark In Memory of Candy 
Victor Rosenblum LeeAnne Gelletly Stevens 
Judith Rumerman Dorothy Hale Susanne Karacki 
Vanessa Stifer-Claus Christine Kharbyngngar 
Takoma Horticultural Club Ruth Melson In Memory of Betsy Woods 
Steven Tretter Frederick & Lillian Mobley Thomas 
Judith Wagner Cindy Norden Suzanne Carbone 
Annelie Wilde & KS Dorothy Pease Louise Dumars 

Narayanan Frances Reed Elaine Dynes 
Richard Wyatt Jean Schwindaman Marsha Guenzler-Stevens 
Harriet Ying Diana Stayman Richard & Freddi 
Karin Yurko-Mauro Diane Straub Hammerschlag 

Mary Levy 

Cynthia Mumford In Memory of Carol S. 
Elizabeth Nuss Bowersett 
James Osteen Catherine Bowersett-
Nithya Raghavan Streahle 
Katherine Reichelt 
Barbara Schwarz In Memory of Arnold 
Gloria Sherman Carcamo 
Joe Ann Stenstrom Anonymous 
Charles & Judith Sturtz 
Anne Turkos In Memory of Armen & Leon 
C. Wolters & D. Simon Cutler 
Julie Wright Vivian & Edward Portner 

In Memory of Kathleen In Memory of Benjamin Carl 
Thompson Fisher 

Bette Adam Nicole Wolanski 
Karla Brewer 
Alene & Billy Childers & In Memory of Jefrey 

Family Haanes-Olsen 
Nicole Green Powley 

In Celebration of Patricia 
Vondran In Memory of Henry B. 

Elizabeth Vondran Heller 
Bonnie Heller 

In Memory of Charles Y. 
Wang In Memory of Alberta Rose 

The Wang Family Herrmann 
Carl & Karen Herrmann 

In Honor/Celebration of 
Barbara Warman In Memory of Florence Luba 

Lili Loube Ethel Goldfnger 
Jane Sikes 

In Honor of Hannah & 
In Memory of Alice Watt Callum Murray 
Pamela Hogan Natalie & Bruce Murray 
Margaret Long 
Diane Lynch In Memory of Elizabeth 
Karen Mickool Pfeifer 

Carl & Karen Herrmann 
COMMEMORATIVE BRICKS 

In Honor of Jeanne Reardon 
In Honor of Shirley & Nelson Catherine Reardon & George 

Abel Reardon 
Brent Abel 

In Memory of Gloy & Mora 
In Memory of Lauro, Marta, Talbott 

Naty, Cesar, & Guillermo John & Karen Vittone 
Bayan 

Anonymous In Memory of Betsy Woods 
Thomas 

In Memory of Maryellen Friends of Brookside 
Blaisdell Shierling Gardens 

Rose & Chris Ambrose 
In Memory of Cherry Rose 

Vaccara 
Anonymous 

continued on page 9 
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A new donor-funded sundial to 
honor Tricia Crilley Wigmore was 
installed in the Rose Garden in May. 
This delightful sculpture refects 
the beauty of the surrounding 
roses while keeping time as the sun 
crosses its surface. Visitors may 
notice that the time is of by one 
hour during daylight saving time; 
the time will be correct the rest 
of the year. Many thanks to those 
who loved Tricia and gave to this 
meaningful tribute. 

Thank You Donors!, 
continued from page 8 

In Memory of Charles Y. Wang 
The Wang Family 

In Memory of Noelle M. Wilson 
Anonymous 

TRIBUTE BENCHES 

In Memory of Carol Alderman Pritz 
Anonymous 

In Memory of Judith B. Heimann 
The Family of Judith B. Heimann 

In Memory of Angela Moir Hitti 
The Hitti Family 

In Memory of Sue Shoenberg 
Robert, Dana, & Halley Shoenberg 

In Memory of Kathleen Shih 
Hsing-Hua Shih 

The frst specimen purchased with funds from the Tree Trust established by Joan Rubin 
and P.J. Ryan (pictured) was planted in May just above the Conservatory. This striking tree 
is an Emmett’s Pumpkin Full Moon Japanese Maple (Acer japonicum ‘Emmett’s Pumpkin’). 
The green leaves emerge in the spring with tangerine overtones; and, in the fall, the leaves 
transition to a glowing reddish orange – reminiscent of the pumpkin referenced in its cultivar 
name. Tree Trust funds will continue to be used to purchase tree specimens for Brookside 
Gardens’ landscape, thanks to the generosity of Joan and P.J. To give to the Tree Trust, please 
visit http://mocoparks.org/TreeTrust. 
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EVENTS 

GreenScapes 2022: Advancing the 
Natural Landscape in a Modern World 
Sponsored by Friends of Brookside Gardens 
Friday | February 18 | 9:30 am – 4:00 pm 
#128034 
Early Bird Fee expires Friday, Jan. 7: $45 
Regular Fee starts Saturday, Jan. 8: $55 
Note: This will be ofered as a series of live 
online lectures with audience Q & A. 

Gardening for pollinators and designing 
natural environments are being embraced by 
homeowners and design professionals alike. 
But leveraging native plants for certain site 
conditions and design outcomes can often 
encounter roadblocks.  Challenges can range 
from tough site conditions to urban gardens 
with limited space for creating functional 
ecosystems.  How can we develop sustainable 
gardens that refect a more contemporary 
and orderly design alternative to the “wild 
meadow?”  Learn creative design strategies 
and practical solutions to creating the modern 
sustainable garden. 

About GreenScapes Symposium 
The GreenScapes Symposium is an annual 
program sponsored by Brookside Gardens 
since 2004.  The symposium concentrates 
on the intersection of horticulture and 
environmental issues.  Environmental 
stewardship is a core value of the Maryland-
National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission (M-NCPPC), Brookside Gardens’ 
parent organization.  As such, we provide 
timely information and viable solutions to 
environmental challenges. 

Movie Night in the Gardens 
Tuesday | October 5 | 6:30 – 8:00 pm 
Free; no registration required | #130168 
Get outside this fall and enjoy a family-friendly 
movie on the lawn at Brookside Gardens. Bring 
chairs, blankets, and pack a picnic or grab 
dinner and dessert at the food trucks onsite. 
Movie selection announced closer to the date. 

Art Exhibits 
Glenn Kessler | Oils 
Lesley Riley | Monoprints 
Lou Ann Collins| Oil on Canvas 
July 26 - August 22 

Olney Art Association | Oil, watercolor, 
acrylic 
Donna Farnsworth, Recycled glass 
August 23 – September 19 

Bill Johnson & Amanda Coelho | Abstract 
mixed media & oils 
Keith Kozlof | Photography 
Laura King | Acrylics 
September 20 – October 17 

Washington Metropolitan Artists’ Society 
October 18 – November 14 

Gaithersburg Camera Club | Photography 
November 15- December 12 

Ronni Jolles | “Painting with Paper” 
Sophia McCrocklin | Fiber Art 
Fran Stetina | Photography 
December 13 – January 30, 2022 

Lauren Peltier | Watercolor 
Ahmed Alkarkhi | Oils 
Christina Haslinger | Acrylic + watercolor 
January 31 – March 13 

Fall & Winter Conservatory 
Displays 
Autumn in the Conservatory 
South Conservatory: Saturday, October 9 – 
Wednesday, November 3 
North Conservatory: Saturday, October 9 – 
Sunday, November 28 
This display will focus on early fowering 

Garden Railway Exhibit 
South Conservatory: 

marigolds and chrysanthemums, which will 
reach peak in late October or early November. 

Winter in the Conservatory 
North Conservatory: Saturday, 
December 4 – Sunday, January 2 
This display will greet you with cheerful color 
from familiar plants and exotic fowers. 

Spring in the Conservatory 
South Conservatory: Saturday, January 22 – 
Sunday, April 3 
North Conservatory: Saturday, January 22 – 
Sunday, May 8 

Plant Society Shows and 
Sales 
National Cactus & Succulent Society 
Cactus and Succulent Show and Sale 
Saturday | August 7 | 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Friends of Brookside Gardens Plant Sale 
Saturday | September 11: 
8:00 – 10:00 am | FOBG Members only 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm | General Public 
Sunday | September 12 | 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

National Capital Dahlia Society’s 
Dahlia Show and Sale 
Show: 
Saturday | September 25 | 1:00 – 5:00 pm 
Sunday | September 26 | 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Sale: 
Sunday | September 26 | 3:00 – 4:00 pm 

Mycological Association of Washington’s 
Mushroom Fair 
Sunday | October 17 | 12:00 – 5:00 pm 

Washington Gardener Magazine 
Seed Exchange 
Saturday | January 29 | 12:30 – 4:00 pm 

Saturday, November 20 & Sunday, November 21 | 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Closed Monday, November 22 – Thursday, November 25 
Friday, November 26 – Sunday, January 2 | 10:00 am –  4:00 pm daily and evenings during 

Garden of Lights 
Closing early Friday, December 24 | 10:00 am –  1:00 pm 
Closed December 25 
Winter 2021 will see the return of the Washington Virginia Maryland Garden Railway Society’s 
unique G-scale garden railway exhibit in the South Conservatory. 

Register at ActiveMONTGOMERY.org 10 

https://ActiveMONTGOMERY.org


  
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

   

 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  
   

   

ADULT PROGRAMS 

Look for special FOBG program pricing on many adult classes for members of 
the Friends of Brookside Gardens, a nonproft organization established to support the 
mission of the Gardens. For information about joining the Friends of Brookside Gardens, visit 
www.FriendsofBrooksideGardens.org or call 301-962-1400 to request a brochure. 

Look for the following symbols highlighting specifc tracks designed to ofer more in-depth 
educational opportunities: 

n Sustainable Horticulture – a focus on making our homes and gardens “greener.” 
n Gardener’s Focus – for experienced gardeners who want to increase their knowledge through 

advanced cultivation and management techniques. 
n Landscape Design – for those wishing to develop skills to compose beautiful and functional 

garden spaces through the artful juxtaposition of plants and hardscape elements. 

Horticulture Classes 
Registration required 
Note: All horticulture classes will be held 
online unless otherwise specifed. After 
registering, a link will be emailed to you 
24 hours prior to the live webinar. Please 
ensure your Active Montgomery account is 
updated with your correct email address. 

Growing Great Fall Vegetables 
Thursday | September 9 | 6:30 – 8:00 pm 
$12 | FOBG $10 | #127588 
Erica Smith, Instructor, University of Maryland 
Extension & author of Maryland Grows blog 
Growing cool-weather vegetables in a hot 
climate can be a challenge, but from kale to 
radishes to komatsuna, the rewards are worth 
the efort. Learn from an experienced Master 
Gardener what you can grow, when and how 
to plant your veggies, how to protect them 
from pests and wild weather, and even how to 
keep growing into winter. Whether your garden 
is small or large, summer is not the end of the 
season! 

n The New Workhorses of the Garden: 
Native Grasses and Sedges 

Thursday | September 23 | 6:30 – 8:00 pm 
$12 | FOBG $10 | #127589 
Shannon Currey, Hofman Nursery 
Shifts in attitudes toward native plants, 
ecological landscapes, and progressive planting 
design are making grasses and sedges more 
popular than ever. They play many roles, from 
low-key groundcover to seasonal superstar. 

They lessen the need for maintenance, fertilizer, 
and pesticides. Their ability to anchor the 
soil and help manage stormwater gives them 
a workhorse reputation, but their aesthetic 
qualities make them essential for looks as well. 
With a focus on functionality, learn about native 
grasses and sedges and discover where they do 
their best work. You’ll also get a peek at what 
plant breeders and the industry are seeking in 
new selections. 

n Dealing with Deer and Other Mammal 
Pests in Your Garden 

Saturday | October 9 | 10:00 – 11:30 am 
$12 | FOBG $10 | #127591 
Kathy Jentz, Editor/Publisher, Washington 
Gardener Magazine 
Bambi may be cute, but he and the rest of the 
herd are very hungry and would love to make 
a feast of your garden. Learn some proven 
and humane tactics to keep your edible and 
ornamental gardens safe from deer, rabbits, 
rats, groundhogs, and other warm-blooded 
creatures. Kathy will also touch upon design 
strategies and plant selection. 

n Extending the Pollinator Bufet into 
Fall & Winter 

Saturday | October 23 | 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
$25 | FOBG $22 | #127652 
Adult Classroom 
Montgomery County Department of 
Environmental Protection 
Fall is typically a time when most gardens 
begin to wind down, and the foral bufet for 
pollinators dwindles. How can you keep the 

color show going in your backyard right up 
until frost while providing food sources for 
insects and wildlife? This interactive workshop 
will cover late season blooming perennials, 
shrubs and grasses that add garden interest 
during fall and winter. RainScapes program 
staf will combine an in-class presentation 
followed by a walking tour of Brookside 
Gardens to see a range of fall blooming plants 
up close. Plant lists will focus on native plants 
and ofer late-blooming cultivar options for a 
variety of garden conditions ranging from dry 
shade to RainScapes. 

Getting Your Garden Ready for Winter 
Thursday | November 4 | 6:30 – 8:30 pm 
$12 | FOBG $10 | #127653 
Kathy Jentz, Editor/Publisher, Washington 
Gardener Magazine 
Beginner and intermediate gardeners are often 
overwhelmed by the long spring to-do list of 
garden tasks. Learn what chores are essential 
and which you can safely skip as you prepare 
your garden for winter while making a big 
diference to the success of next year’s garden. 
Discover cost-saving tips and tricks and how to 
“batten down the hatches” in case we have a 
bad winter. 

Horticulture Fact and Fiction: Debunking 
Gardening Myths 
Thursday | November 18 | 6:30 – 8:30 pm 
$12 | FOBG $10 | #127654 
Carol Allen, Faculty Member, Plant Sciences 
Department, University of Maryland 
Word-of-mouth may be a good way to learn 
about a new local restaurant, but word-of-
mouth gardening tips don’t guarantee real 
results and may even hurt your garden. Did 
your Uncle Joe always put bone meal under 
his tulips when he planted, and they were the 
best in the neighborhood? Did your master 
gardener friend say to crush eggshells and 
put them around your tomatoes to prevent 
blossom end rot? How do you sort through 
fact versus fction while trying to improve your 
garden? Join Carol Allen, plant scientist and 
horticulturist, to discuss the science behind 
these horticultural myths as we determine 
what we should and should not believe. 
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ADULT PROGRAMS 

n Everything You Wanted to Know 
About Pruning 

Saturday | February 12 | 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
$12 | FOBG $10 | #127655 
Adult Classroom 
Josh Demers, Brookside Gardens Staf 
Learn all about the whys, hows and whens of 
pruning a variety of specimens in your garden. 
Gain invaluable advice and experience on 
how to make proper pruning cuts on trees and 
shrubs of various sizes to achieve structural 
corrections and rejuvenate old overgrown 
plants. Discover how plants respond to 
pruning and how to get a shrub or tree to do 
what you want – in a way that is healthy for the 
plant (within reason of course)! 

Garden Tours 
Registration required. 

Behind-the-Scenes Greenhouse Tour 
Wednesday | September 22 | 10:00 – 11:15 am 
$10 | FOBG $8 |#127575 
OR 
Saturday | September 23 | 2:00 – 3:15 pm 
$10 | FOBG $8 |#127578 
Address and parking logistics will be sent 
after registration. 
Brookside Gardens Staf 
Join us for a behind-the-scenes tour of 
Brookside Gardens’ production greenhouse 
facility. Opened in 2018, the greenhouse 
consists of four growing areas totaling 10,000 
square feet under glass. Learn about state-
of-the-art technology incorporated into 
the greenhouse and how it enables staf to 
grow a variety of beautiful plants year-round. 
Explore thousands of plants being grown 
for the garden displays, including the fall 
chrysanthemum show. 

Parking Garden & Sustainable 
Landscapes Tour 
Thursday | October 21 | 10:00 – 11:30 am 
$10 | FOBG $8 | #127579 
OR 
Thursday | October 21 | 1:30 – 3:00 pm 
$10 | FOBG $8 | #127580 
Meet at Visitor Center Entrance 
Brookside Gardens Staf 
Brookside Gardens’ Parking Garden ofers a 
beautiful example of large-scale functional 

and sustainable gardening. This tour will 
showcase how the garden has been designed 
to increase the quality of the surrounding 
environment while benefting the wildlife that 
visit and reside at Brookside Gardens. Explore 
how the beds, hillside meadow, and permeable 
pavement work together to collect and flter 
rainwater. Learn frsthand about sustainable 
gardening methods that reduce weeds 
while eliminating the need for pesticides 
or fertilizers. 

Glory of Fall Garden Tour 
Thursday | October 28 | 1:00 – 2:30 pm 
$10 | FOBG $8 | #127581 
OR 
Friday | October 29 | 10:00 – 11:30 am 
$10 | FOBG $8 | #127582 
Meet at Visitor Center Entrance 
Brookside Gardens Staf 
Join us for a walking tour to discover a whole 
new garden brought on by the changing 
autumn season. Explore the spectacular fall 
colors ofered by a diversity of trees and plants 
throughout Brookside Gardens’ 55 acres. 
Enjoy fall blooming perennials like asters, 
conefowers, sedums, and grasses just to name 
a few. 

Chrysanthemum Tour 
Wednesday | November 3 | 10:00 – 11:15 am 
$10 | FOBG $8 | #127583 
Wednesday | November 3 | 1:00 – 2:15 pm 
$10 | FOBG $8 | #127584 
Brookside Gardens Conservatories 
Kathy Stevens, Brookside Gardens Staf 
Enjoy this tour of Brookside Gardens’ fall 
display of blooming chrysanthemums and 
colorful fowering tropical plants in the 
Conservatory. This year’s display is inspired 
by the colors and scenes associated with 
autumn.  The rich abundance of the season 
is represented in the foliage and seed heads 
of grasses and the tapestry of colors of 
marigolds, chrysanthemums, and salvia 
fowers. Colors featured are golds, oranges, 
and reds complimented by tones of purple 
and peach. 

Winter Tour 
Friday | January 28 | 1:00 – 2:30 pm 
$10 | FOBG $8 | #127585 
OR 
Saturday | January 29 | 10:00 – 11:30 am 
$10 | FOBG $8 | #127586 
Meet at Visitor Center Entrance 
Brookside Gardens Staf 
Winter’s advent brings on a whole new 
dimension to the gardens usually overlooked 
by visitors. Join staf gardeners on this walking 
tour where you’ll see what makes up the 
“bones” of the garden without the distraction 
of leaves or fowers. Gain an appreciation for 
the architectural elements of evergreens and 
woody plants in addition to how hardscapes 
shape the gardens. 

Hands-on Workshops 
Registration required. 

Hands-On Orchid Repotting 
Saturday | September 11 | 10:00 am – 
12:00 pm 
$35 | FOBG $31 | #127656 
Auditorium 
Jason Gedeik, Brookside Gardens Staf 
A healthy orchid needs to be repotted every 
one to two years. This hands-on repotting 
workshop ofers an expert checkup to assess 
your orchid’s health and treat issues ranging 
from root rot to pests and diseases. Learn why 
each type of orchid requires a diferent potting 
material and technique. Participants may bring 
up to two plants for repotting and their own 
preferred containers. Fee includes plastic pots 
and potting material. 

Mixed Winter Container 
Saturday | November 13 | 10:00 – 11:30 am 
$75 | FOBG $67 | #127657 
Adult Classroom 
Joan O’Rourke, Brookside Gardens Volunteer 
Create a container garden with plants that 
can withstand winter’s harshest weather while 
providing you with a beautiful respite from 
the dull weather. Mix dwarf evergreens with a 
splash of vibrant violas for some late season 
color. Cost covers materials, including a 14-
inch container (or bring your own favorite). 
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Festive Fresh Greens 
Joan O’Rourke, Brookside Gardens Volunteer 
Join us to make a long-lasting, beautiful 
centerpiece or wreath using fresh greens! 
Come Wednesday to make wreaths, Thursday 
to make centerpieces, or come both days. 
Learn to make an evergreen wreath for your 
front door, complete with a pinecone and bow 
accents. The centerpieces will include a candle 
and seasonal decorations. Fees include all 
materials for one wreath or two centerpieces. 
Festive Wreaths 
Wednesday | December 8 | 10:00 – 11:30 am 
$50 | FOBG $46 | #127658 
Festive Centerpieces 
Thursday | December 9 | 10:00 – 11:30 am 
$50 | FOBG $46 | #127659 

Layered Sand Terrariums 
Saturday | January 22 | 10:00 – 11:00 am 
$35 | FOBG $31 | #127660 
Kathy Jentz, Editor/Publisher, Washington 
Gardener Magazine 
Make a mini terrarium with succulents and 
add a touch of whimsy or sparkle with fun 
decorations. These succulent containers create 
a beautiful optical illusion. The trick is that 
there is a smaller glass vessel within the large 
one, allowing you to water the plant and not 
disturb the layers of colorful sand around it. All 
materials included, as well as care instructions 
for your succulent. 

Introduction to Plant Propagation – 
Tropical Houseplants 
Saturday | February 5 | 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
*Inclement weather makeup date: Saturday | 
February 12 | 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
$40 | FOBG $36 | #127661 
Greenhouse – address/directions sent after 
registration 
Nate Roehrich, Greenhouse Manager, 
Brookside Gardens 
Discover the various forms of plant 
propagation in our state-of-the-art 
greenhouse facilities. Learn how to produce a 
variety of your own plants inexpensively and 
easily from start to fnish with this hands-on 
workshop. The class will focus on a variety of 
tropical houseplants and related propagation 
techniques including root cuttings. We’ll 
also cover seed propagation including 

seed physiology, special seed treatments, 
scarifcation, and stratifcation. Nate will share 
the best techniques and plants to propagate 
from cuttings, and participants will get to take 
a few ofshoots to grow at home. 

Excursions 
Due to the current health concerns 
surrounding COVID-19, Brookside Gardens 
will not be hosting any feld trips for the Fall or 
Winter terms. 

Speaker Series 
Sponsored by Friends of Brookside Gardens 
Programs free, but registration required. 
Each year Brookside Gardens welcomes 
nationally and internationally well-known 
horticulturalists, botanists, authors, and 
speakers to explore a wide range of topics. 
Note that all lectures will be ofered as 
live online webinars with audience Q&A 
throughout the presentations. 

A Bountiful Year: Six Seasons of Beauty 
from Brandywine Cottage 
Saturday | October 2 | 10:00 – 11:30 am 
FREE | #127532 
David Culp, Garden Designer, and Vice 
President of Sunny Border Nurseries, 
Connecticut 
Based on his most recent book of the same 
name, this talk digs deeper into David 
Culp’s celebrated garden Brandywine 
Cottage, featuring a focus for each month, 
including recipes, a garden to-do list, 
fower arrangements and practical 
information. David 

will share favorite mail order sources, plus 
information on gardening for biodiversity and 
wildlife habitat – something he focused on 
during creation of the meadow at Brandywine 
Cottage.  He will also recommend plants for 
dry places, and even discuss favorite weeds. 
Through beautiful images and practical 
tips, this lecture will inspire you to live a life 
enriched by nature every day of the year. 

About David Culp 
David Culp is the creator of the gardens 
at Brandywine Cottage in Downingtown, 
Pennsylvania, which has been featured 
several times in Martha Stewart Living and on 
HGTV. David has been lecturing about gardens 
nationwide for more than 25 years. He is the 
Principle of David L. Culp Designs and Owner 
of Brandywine Snowdrops. David is a former 
contributing editor to Horticulture magazine 
and served as chairman of the Mid-Atlantic 
Hardy Plant Society.  He is author of the 
book The Layered Garden and teaches courses 
on herbaceous perennials at Longwood 
Gardens in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania. 

Indigenous Food Sovereignty 
Saturday | November 6 | 10:00 – 11:30 am 
FREE | #127561 
Devon Mihesuah, author & professor, University 
of Kansas 
Indigenous food sovereignty is the right of 
Native peoples to protect their wild foods, 
water, soil, and air on tribal lands, 
as well as to 
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ADULT PROGRAMS 

produce and control the quality standards 
and distribution of farmed and ranched food. 
This presentation will help uncover what 
traditionalism means for Native peoples as 
it relates to food. Devon will explore the 
importance of the nuts, vegetables, grains, 
and fruits tribes gather and cultivate, and the 
signifcance of these resources to cultural 
continuity and good health. 

About Devon Mihesuah 
Devon Mihesuah, PhD, is an enrolled citizen 
of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma and 
is the Cora Lee Beers Price Professor in the 
Humanities Program at the University of 
Kansas. She is the author of numerous award-
winning books, including Indigenous Food 
Sovereignty in the United States: Restoring 
Cultural Knowledge, Protecting Environments, 
and Regaining Health, co-edited with Elizabeth 
Hoover, which won the Austin Award of the 
Society for Economic Botany and Gourmand’s 
Best in the World Indigenous Book. She is 
former Editor of the American Indian Quarterly 
and the University of Nebraska Press book 
series, Contemporary Indigenous Issues. She 
oversees the American Indian Health and 
Diet Project at KU and the Facebook page, 
Indigenous Eating. 

Health and Wellness 
Registration required. 
“And forget not that the earth delights to feel 
your bare feet and the winds long to play with 
your hair” — Khalil Gibran 

Tai Chi at Brookside Gardens 
$12 | FOBG $10 | 9:00 – 10:15 am 
Japanese Tea House 
Limit: 14 registrants, no walk-ins 
Charles Votaw 
Tai Chi is an ancient, Chinese form of exercise 
perfect for adults seeking stress reduction while 
strengthening muscles, improving balance, and 
increasing fexibility. The repetitive patterns 
(Forms) emphasize slow, fowing motions 
and controlled movements. This series of 
introductory classes will help beginners learn 
the Forms while allowing regular students to 
practice under the cover of Brookside Gardens’ 
pondside Japanese Tea House. 

Wednesday | September 8 | #127681 
Wednesday | September 15 | #127682 
Wednesday | September 22 | #127683 
Wednesday | September 29 | #127684 
Wednesday | October 6 | #127685 
Wednesday | October 13 | #127686 
Wednesday | October 20 | #127687 

Gentle Yoga at Brookside Gardens 
$12 | FOBG $10 | 10:00 – 11:00 am 
Japanese Tea House 
Limit: 25 registrants, no walk-ins 
Sherry Weber 
This series of classes features foundational 
yoga poses that are designed to support better 
breathing, walking, and space orientation. 
Yoga movements help build muscle, bone 
density and core strength while improving 
balance, posture, and fexibility. Attend one or 
all seven classes. Mats are not included. 
Thursday | September 9 | #127666 
Thursday | September 16 | #127667 
Thursday | September 23 | #127668 
Thursday | September 30 | #127669 
Thursday | October 7 | #127670 
Thursday | October 14 | #127671 
Thursday | October 21 | #127672 

Yoga at Brookside Gardens 
$12 | FOBG $10 | 9:30 – 10:30 am 
Japanese Tea House 
Limit: 25 registrants; no walk-ins 
Tanory Ateek 
Enjoy one or all seven sessions of yoga held 
in a peaceful setting under the cover of 
Brookside Gardens’ pondside Japanese Tea 
House. Designed to increase fexibility and 
physical strength and to cultivate mental focus, 
these classes are a beautiful and relaxing way 
to begin your weekend. Mats are not included. 
Saturday | September 11 | #127674 
Saturday | September 18 | #127675 
Saturday | September 25 | #127676 
Saturday | October 2 | #127677 
Saturday | October 9 | #127678 
Saturday | October 16 | #127679 
Saturday | October 23 | #127680 

Register at ActiveMONTGOMERY.org 14 

https://ActiveMONTGOMERY.org


 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

   

   
 

   
 

 

  
 

 
 

    
 
 

 
 

 

NEW! Strolls for Well-Being 
$75 
Adult Classroom 
Brookside Gardens Staf 
Struggling with difculty, stress, or trauma? 
Let nature guide your healing process. Strolls 
for Well-Being is an evidence-based program 
that promotes emotional wellness through 
focused time spent in the natural world. Over 
the course of eight weeks, you will complete 
twelve walks individually in various areas of 
Brookside Gardens, on your own schedule and 
with a beautiful full-color, 110-page journal 
(available in English or Spanish) as your guide. 
Dates listed are for facilitated group meetings 
with other participants at the beginning, 
middle, and end of the program, where you 
can share insights and learn about others’ 
experiences. See page 6 for more information 
on program purpose, structure, and benefts. 
Tuesdays | September 14, October 12, and 
November 9 | 
11:00 am – 12:30 pm | #127992 
OR 
1:00 – 2:30 pm | #127993 
OR 
6:00 – 7:30 pm | #127994 
OR 
Wednesdays | September 15, October 13, and 
November 10 | 6:00 – 7:30 pm 
#127995 

Full Moon Walk 
Monday | September 20 | 8:00 – 9:30 pm 
$25 | FOBG $22 |#127662 
Meet in Visitor Center Lobby 
Brookside Gardens Staf 
Explore Brookside Gardens in a whole new 
way - by moon light! We’ll walk as a group 
along moonlit gardens, streams, and woods, 
discovering seasonal garden highlights and 
friendly nighttime wildlife. Prepare accordingly 
with sturdy shoes and comfortable clothes, as 
we will cover some hilly and uneven terrain – 
not your typical garden tour! 

Half-day Mindfulness Retreat 
Sunday | October 3 | 8:30 am – 12:30 pm 
$60 | FOBG $54 |#127663 
Meet at Visitor Center entrance 
Tanory Ateek 
Enjoy a half-day of stress-relieving practices in 
the 55-acre peaceful sanctuary of Brookside 
Gardens.  Tanory Ateek, long-time yoga 
teacher at Brookside Gardens, will bring her 
signature curiosity and playful approach to 
ancient meditative practices.  Participants 
will learn, discuss and practice diferent 
mindfulness techniques, including gentle 
yoga, walking and seated meditation, and the 
meditative way of the labyrinth. Whether you 
are brand new to meditation or a seasoned 
meditator, this half-day retreat will provide 
a chance to slow down, connect to nature 
in new ways, and rekindle a deeper sense 
of peace and wonder in your life.  Class 
size limited to 15 people to enhance the 
experience. 

Shinrin-yoku: The Art of Forest Bathing 
Wednesday | October 27 | 10:00 am – 
12:00 pm 
$30 | FOBG $27 | #127664 
OR 
Saturday | October 30 | 9:30 – 11:30 am 
$30 | FOBG $27 | #127665 
Meet at Visitor Center Entrance 
Ana Ka’ahanui, certifed Forest Therapy Guide, 
Co-founder of CapitalNature.org 
Participants will be led on a forest bathing walk 
through the beautiful fall colors at Brookside 
Gardens. Experience the incomparable beauty 
of the bursting golds, oranges, and reds of 
the trees as you stroll through the grounds 
at a slow pace, stopping to smell the autumn 
scents, hear the birds, and ponder the many 
small miracles unfolding. We’ll close the walk 
by enjoying hot tea and healthy snacks. 

School of Botanical Art & 
Illustration 
Registration required. 

Color Pencil Drawing with Impact and 
Confdence 
Three consecutive Saturdays | October 23, 
30 & November 6| 10:00 am – 1:00 pm 
$195| FOBG $176 | #127521 
Prerequisite: Intermediate courses in 
botanical art & illustration 
Level: Intermediate to advanced 
Rhonda Nass 
Note: This course will be taught online using 
Zoom, a free online application. Students will 
need access to a computer that has a built-in 
camera or a smart phone. 

This workshop is designed for artists 
experienced in colored pencil and ofers new 
techniques for creating meticulous detail and 
color accuracy beyond the ordinary. We’ll review 
contemporary colored pencil artworks and go 
over various application techniques. Rhonda will 
introduce a unique “airplane” stroke and a special 
process of layering from light to dark. You’ll learn 
how to create a permanent referable visual aid to 
ensure your ability to match any color you may 
need to replicate. Students will begin working on 
a custom drawing that can be fnished outside of 
the workshop. Additional skills reviewed in this 
class are: 
• Drawing dramatic, well-composed colored 

works on dark paper 
• Feathering coverage for seamless transition 

from color to color and from pencil color to 
paper color 

• Introducing brighter/lighter values beyond 
that possible with dry pencil by painting 
a water soluble, white colored pencil 
foundation in a few isolated areas 

NOTE: The instructor will use a combination 
of live demonstrations and short pre-recorded 
videos during this online workshop to 
demonstrate techniques and review concepts. 
Students will be able to work on their assignment 
during the week between each session. During 
each three-hour session students will have the 
opportunity to ask questions and submit their 
artwork via email or share it live during the class 
for review by the instructor. 
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CHILDREN & FAMILIES 

Children and Families 
Children’s Garden 
Explore Maryland! 
Visit a unique mini-Maryland in our children’s 
garden, Explore Maryland! Experience 
Maryland ecosystems and habitats such as 
the Eastern Shore coastal plain, Maryland’s 
agricultural basin, and some big boulders 
representing the Appalachian Mountains. Learn 
about popular farm crops, pretend to drive a 
boat, a tractor, and cook your favorite meal in 
the nature kitchen! 

Drag Queen Story Hour 
FREE | No registration required 
10:30 – 11:30 am | ages 3 – 8 
Meet at Children’s Classroom 
Join Brookside Gardens and Drag Queen 
Story Hour (DQSH) Montgomery County for 
these fun and entertaining monthly events. 
DQSH is just what it sounds like—drag queens 
reading stories to children in libraries, schools, 
and bookstores – and now in the Gardens! 
DQSH captures the imagination and play of 
the gender fuidity of childhood and gives kids 
glamorous, positive, and unabashedly queer 
role models. In spaces like this, kids are able to 
see people who defy rigid gender restrictions 
and imagine a world where people can present 
as they wish, where dress up is real. 
Saturday | August 28 
Saturday | September 25 
Saturday | October 23 
Saturday | November 20 
Saturday | December 18 
Saturday | January 15 
Saturday | February 19 

Children’s Day(s) – Art in the Gardens 
Sponsored by Friends of Brookside Gardens 
Saturday | September 18 | 11:00 am – 12:30 pm 
#127031 
Saturday | September 18 | 1:30 – 3:30 pm 
#127032 
Sunday | September 19 | 11:00 am – 12:30 pm 
#127033 
Sunday | September 19 | 1:30 – 3:30 pm 
#127034 
Free | Registration required 
Meet in Visitor Center Lobby 
We’ve made some changes to our annual 
Children’s Day, requiring registration so 
kids and families can enjoy the event safely. 
Gardening is a form of art, and Brookside 
Gardens is the perfect place to not only 
see some outdoor art, but also to make art! 
Children and families will explore Art in the 
Gardens and be inspired to make some artwork 
of their own. Small groups will rotate through 
four outdoor stations, where children will 
participate in fun garden activities, artful crafts, 
and more. Register all children age 3 and up. 

Fall Yoga Sprouts! 
$7 per child | ages 3 – 5 | 10:00 – 10:40 am 
William Drew 
Meet at South Terrace 
Embrace the beautiful setting of Brookside 
Gardens with your young toddler, child and 
family members. This series of fun and garden 
related yoga movement, physical exercise and 
mindfulness will awaken your senses, boost 
your energy and give you good garden vibes to 
start your day! Classes are planned to be held 
outdoors and socially distanced. Cancelled 
in cases of inclement weather. Bring your 
own mat or borrow one of ours! Register all 
participants. 
Saturday | September 11 | #127035 
Saturday | September 25| #127037 
Saturday | October 2 | #127038 
Saturday | October 9 | #127039 
Saturday | October 23 | #127041 
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BOOtanica Family Fun 
Friday, October 29 | 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
$15 | Ages 3- 12 | #127042 
Visitors Center Auditorium 
Gather your little goblins for a safe family 
outing! Play pumpkin bingo, participate in a 
costume parade, make pumpkin slime, carve a 
pumpkin, and learn some fun facts about fall 
food crops! Register children ages 3- 12, adults 
are free. 

Herb and Spice Holiday Gift 
Workshops 
Saturday | December 4| Course #127043 
OR 
Saturday | December 11 | Course #127044 
$15 | Ages 6 and up | 10:00 – 11:30 am 
Children’s Classroom 
Heighten your senses and cheer at this holiday 
workshop making fragrant gifts and ornaments 
to take away. Learn about spices and herbs 
while crafting seasonal and natural ornaments. 

Wild About Houseplants 
Saturday | January 22 | 10:00 – 11:30 am 
$15 | Ages 6 and up | #127045 
Children’s Classroom 
Houseplants help to purify the air in your 
home, brighten any room and are just plain 
fun to grow. We will start by touring the 
Conservatory to see tropical plants in a 
naturalistic setting. Returning to the Children’s 
Classroom, we’ll “dish” about how to grow 
and care for a variety of tropical plants while 
making a colorful dish garden. This hands-on 
workshop will engage your creativity and add a 
touch of spring green in the depths of winter. 

Crafty Valentine’s Hearts-a-Bustin 
Workshop 
Saturday | February 12 | 10:00 – 11:30 am 
$15 | Ages 6 and up | #127046 
Children’s Classroom 
Make fragrant hanging lavender hearts, a heart 
dream pillow, plus foral and hearts Valentine’s 
cards for friends and loved ones. Enjoy the 
relaxing benefts of lavender while learning 
about essential oils and crafting. 
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PROGRAMS BY DATE 

Date Program Course # Fee FOBG Page No. 
8/28/2021 Drag Queen Story Hour* FREE FREE 16 

9/8/2021 Tai Chi at Brookside Gardens 127681 $12 $10 14 

9/9/2021 Growing Great Fall Vegetables 127588 $12 $10 11 

9/9/2021 Gentle Yoga at Brookside Gardens* 127666 $12 $10 14 

9/11/2021 Fall Yoga Sprouts!* 127035 $7 $7 16 

9/11/2021 Hands-On Orchid Repotting 127656 $35 $31 12 

9/11/2021 Yoga at Brookside Gardens 127674 $12 $10 14 

9/14/2021 Strolls for Well-Being at Brookside Gardens* 127992 $75 $75 15 

9/18/2021 Children’s Day(s) – “Art in the Gardens”* 127031 FREE FREE 16 

9/20/2021 Full Moon Walk 127662 $25 $22 15 

9/22/2021 Behind-the-Scene Greenhouse Tour* 127575 $10 $8 12 

9/23/2021 The New Workhorses of the Garden: Native Grasses and Sedges 127589 $12 $10 11 

10/2/2021 Speaker Series: A Bountiful Year: Six Seasons of Beauty 
from Brandywine Cottage 127532 FREE FREE 13 

10/3/2021 Half-day Mindfulness Retreat at Brookside Gardens 127663 $60 $54 15 

10/9/2021 Dealing with Deer and Other Mammal Pests in Your Garden 127591 $12 $10 11 

10/21/2021 Parking Garden & Sustainable Landscapes Tour 127579 $10 $8 12 

10/23/2021 Extending the Pollinator Bufet into Fall & Winter 127652 $25 $22 11 

10/23/2021 Colored Pencil Drawing with Impact and Confdence * 127521 $195 $176 15 

10/27/2021 Shinrin-yoku: The Art of Forest Bathing* 127664 $30 $27 15 

10/28/2021 Glory of Fall Tour* 127662 $10 $8 12 

10/29/2021 BOOtanica Family Fun 127042 $15 $15 17 

11/3/2021 Chrysanthemum Tour* 127583 $10 $8 12 

11/4/2021 Getting Your Garden Ready for Winter 127653 $12 $10 11 

11/6/2021 Speaker Series: Indigenous Food Sovereignty 127561 FREE FREE 13 

11/13/2021 Mixed Winter Container 127657 $75 $67 12 

11/18/2021 Horticulture Fact and Fiction: Debunking Gardening Myths 127654 $12 $10 11 

12/4/2021 Herb and Spice Holiday Gift Workshops* 127043 $15 $15 17 

12/8/2021 Festive Fresh Wreaths 127658 $50 $46 13 

12/9/2021 Festive Fresh Centerpieces 127659 $50 $46 13 

1/22/2022 Layered Sand Terrariums 127660 $35 $31 13 

1/22/2022 Wild About Houseplants 127045 $15 $15 17 

1/28/2022 Brookside Gardens Winter Tour* 127585 $10 $8 12 

2/5/2022 Introduction to Plant Propagation – Tropical Houseplants 127661 $40 $36 13 

2/12/2022 Everything You Wanted to Know About Pruning 127655 $12 $10 12 

2/12/2022 Crafty Valentine’s Heart’s-a-Bustin Workshop 127046 $15 $15 17 

2/18/2022 GreenScapes Symposium 2022 128034 $55 ***$45 10 

* - Program Meets Multiple Days  ** - Program Meets Multiple Times Per Day  *** - Early Bird 
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REGISTRATION

For information on M-NCPPC’s Fee Reduction Program for 
Montgomery County residents, call 301-495-2530. Applications are 
available at Brookside Gardens Visitors Center Information Desk.

Fill out a separate form for each participant. Friends of Brookside Gardens members enter the FOBG rate for each course.

 Course No. Date Name of Program Fee

 999999 3/1 Sample Program Title 0.00

Montgomery Parks, part of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission, encourages and supports the participation of individuals with disabilities. 
Please contact the Program Access Office to request a disability accommodation: 
E-mail: ProgramAccess@MontgomeryParks.org or phone: 301-495-2477.

Important Registration Information
1.  You must open an ActiveMONTGOMERY account in 

order to register for any program.
2.  We regret that it is not possible to include babies 

or children in classes designed for adults, unless 
specified.

3.  All programs will run rain or shine, unless a rain 
date is listed; for cancellation information call 
301-962-1451.

4.  FOBG members should enter the 
discounted FOBG rate in the Fee column. For 
information about joining FOBG, call 301-962-1435 
or check brooksidegardens.org.

5.  Confirmation of your registration will be made by 
mail or email. If an event is filled to capacity, your 
check will be returned and your name placed on 
a waiting list. You will be contacted by phone if an 
opening occurs.

6.  Deadline for registration is 7 days prior to event 
date, unless otherwise stated. Participants will be 
enrolled in the order received.

7.  Unless otherwise indicated by the participant 
or a parent/guardian in writing at the time of 
registration, photographs of participants for use 
in Commission publications may be taken while 
participating in program activities.

Refund Policy: If a program is cancelled you will be 
notified and receive a full refund. If you choose to 
cancel your registration from an event please visit 
ActiveMONTGOMERY.org for withdrawal and refund 
policies.

To Register Online: ActiveMONTGOMERY.org 

To register by mail:

Complete the registration form and mail with your check (or drop off form and payment) to:
BROOKSIDE GARDENS, Attn. Registrar, 1800 Glenallan Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902
Make checks payable to Active Montgomery. No cash payments; payments accepted by check or 
credit card only.

Already have an ActiveMONTGOMERY account? Just fill in the first three boxes.

Need to register a child? Fill in these three boxes.

Middle Initial (JR, SR, II, III) Birth Date (mm/dd/yyyy) Gender: M/F

Street Address

City, State, Zip Code

Primary Phone Secondary Phone

Email

Need to open an ActiveMONTGOMERY account? Please fill in all the boxes.

For registration information, call 301-962-1451.

 *Last Name *First Name *Daytime Phone

 *Last Name *First Name *Date of birth

Payment policy: Due to new PCI Compliance Standards, we can no longer accept credit card payments by 
mail. To pay with a credit card, please register online at ActiveMONTGOMERY.org or by phone at 301-962-1451 
between the hours of 9:00am-12:00pm Monday through Friday. We apologize for this inconvenience.

Registration opens August 23.

❑ Are you requesting an ADA disability-related modification?



Open weekdays from 5:30-9:00pm, 
weekends from 5:30-10:00pm.

Admission:

$10 per person, age three and up.
All timed tickets sold in advance online 
ONLY; no tickets will be sold at the gate.

Buses by Advanced Registration Only
15-24 passenger bus/van/limo $100
25-35 passenger bus $200
36-57 passenger bus $300

Visit www.BrooksideGardens.org for more 
information and to purchase tickets.

GreenScapes 2022: Advancing the Natural 
Landscape in a Modern World, page 10 

1800 Glenallan Avenue

Wheaton, MD 20902

brooksidegardens.org

Winter Walk-through Light Display
November 19 – January 2
(Closed November 22–25 and 
December 24 & 25)

M O N T G O M E R Y  P A R K S
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