
   

   

   

FLOWER FLIES…resemble 
bees or wasps but do not 
bite and visit many kinds of 
flowers. 

BUTTERFLIES…are colorful pollinators. They can 
be a food source for birds and other predators, 
but their colorful wing patterns are one defense 
mechanism that helps protect them.  

You won’t see this BAT in 
Maryland but take note, 
BATS…that live in tropical and 
desert climates are important 
pollinators, pollinating over 
300 types of plants.  

Several types of BEETLES 
visit flowers to feed off 
the pollen laden anthers. 
You can recognize bee-
tles by having two hard 
covered wings that  
protect their hind 
wings underneath. 

Check out these pollen 
baskets filled to the 
brim. While pollinating, 
HONEY BEES also carry 
pollen back to their hive 
for their offspring to eat. 

A HUMMINGBIRD’S long 
beak reaches inside nectar 
filled tubular-shaped 
flowers. You might hear 
the hum of their fast 
beating wings before you 
see it zip by. 

The BUMBLE BEE is more fuzzy than a honey bee. 
They are excellent pollinators due to their ability 
to fly in cooler temperatures, higher elevations 
and low light levels. 

Here is the CLEAR WING 
MOTH that resembles a 
hummingbird. You’ll know 
if you see this pollinator, 
as it flies slower than the 
true hummingbird and 
takes its time flying from 
flower to flower. 

POLLINATORS  
Pollinators are animals and insects, plus the wind 
that can carry pollen from the male flower part 
called an anther to the female flower part called a 
stigma. See diagram above. Many pollinators are in danger from human actions such 
as land development, the misuse of pesticides, climate change, and misinformation. 
Pollination keeps nature going, helping plants to develop fruits and seeds. Without 
pollination plants would not be able to complete their life cycle. Many of our foods 
and agricultural crops would dwindle. We need pollinators and they need us to help 
protect them.  
 

Look for these common pollinators ... 

Help protect pollinators: 

1) Share with friends why 

       pollinators are important. 

2) Plant a garden for pollinators. 

3) Avoid spraying chemicals.  

4) Look but don’t touch. 

5) Be kind to pollinators. 

WASPS 
sound more 
dangerous 
than they 
are. When 
you see 
wasps and 
bees, try not 
to be afraid 
as they only 
want to find 
nectar and 
pollen help-
ing flowers 
make their 
seeds! 

 

   

   

  


