
 
Montgomery Parks Community Meeting 

Beach Drive and Wexford Drive Intersection 
February 13, 2020, 7:00 -8:30 p.m. 

Rock View Elementary School 
 

Meeting Notes 

M-NCPPC Staff in attendance:  

• Jennifer Bruneau, M-NCPPC Park Development Project Manager and Environmental Engineer 

• Andy Frank, M-NCPPC Park Development Division Chief 

• Kim Paniati, M-NCPPC Park Development Environmental Engineering Section Leader 

• Aaron Lipsey, M-NCPPC Park Development Environmental Engineering Intern 

• Stephen Aldrich, M-NCPPC Functional Planning and Policy, Transportation Master Planner 

• Erin Pant, M-NCPPC Public Relations and Outreach Specialist 

• Melissa Chotiner, M-NCPPC Media Relations, Community Outreach and Engagement Manager 

• Alex Girr-Borrayo, M-NCPPC Public Affairs and Community Partnerships Outreach Specialist 

• Captain Jeffrey Coe, M-NCPPC Park Police 

• Sean Harbaugh, M-NCPPC Montgomery County Southern Parks Regional Operations Manager  

• Haviz Adeojo, M-NCPPC Public Affairs and Community Partnerships, Parks Permits Manager 
 

Public attendance: Over 120 community members attended, including Maryland State Delegate Jared 

Solomon and a staff member for Delegate Jeffrey Waldstreicher. 

M-NCPPC Presentation 

Ms. Bruneau, Mr. Aldrich and Mr. Frank presented background on the development of the area and the 

intersection of concern, existing traffic conditions, alternatives under consideration, and other public 

agency work proposed in the area.   

Specific items covered regarding traffic analyses included crash data – six years through December 2019 

– and peak-hour traffic counts. The discussion included ongoing efforts to implement Vision Zero 

initiatives throughout the County and Parks’ traffic calming initiatives along parkways. Parks staff noted 

the importance of maintaining the unique character of the park setting along Beach Drive. 

Specific alternatives covered included: 

A. Minor improvements – divide right and left turn lanes on Wexford Drive, repair existing lighting, 
Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway Administration (MDOT SHA) 
improvements at Beach Drive & Knowles Avenue 

B. Three-way stop 
C. Three-way stop and additional channelized northbound right-turn lane with yield onto Wexford 

Drive  
D. Roundabout 
E. Traffic calming on Beach Drive between Grosvenor Lane and Garrett Park Road 

 
 



 
 

 Future planned work in the area was mentioned, including:  

• Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission’s (WSSC) 30” water main replacement (along Beach 
Drive from Wexford to Grosvenor) 

•  Montgomery County Department of Transportation’s (MCDOT) Garrett Park Road bridge 
replacement 

•  Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway Administration’s (MDOT SHA) 
intersection improvements at Beach Drive and Knowles Avenue 

 

Summary of Public Comments/Questions: 

• There were a wide range of opinions expressed about the alternatives presented. Parks staff 
noted that traffic calming was an important aspect of the county’s Vision Zero program for all 
park roads. Parks staff also discussed traffic calming measures along Sligo Creek Parkway now, 
and the possibility of accelerating improvement along Beach Drive. 

• Attendees made several comments about current back-ups occurring at Knowles/Beach 
intersection, and people asked about SHA proceeding with improvements at that intersection. 
Parks staff indicated they would follow-up with MDOT SHA and encourage progress on that 
project. 

• Attendees commented on overall traffic levels throughout this area, and the need for safety 
improvements beyond this intersection. Parks staff explained that MCDOT would be the lead for 
any traffic improvements off parkland, and we would let MCDOT know of concerns. 

• Several attendees noted the need for pedestrian safety improvements and requested Vision 
Zero improvements for the Rock Creek Trail crossing (including cutting back vegetation), and 
Parks staff indicated they would try to prioritize that crossing.  

• Towards end of the meeting, several community members requested to conduct a show of 
hands for the various alternatives. Parks agreed for the benefit of understanding neighbor’s 
perspectives but noted that this would not be a vote. Traffic calming solutions received the most 
overall support from the participants. 

 

Next Steps:    

• Parks will coordinate with MCDOT to repair existing light pole at intersection 

• Park Police will institute another period of public education using a Variable Message Sign (VMS) 

• Parks will post the presentation on its website and develop a FAQ sheet 

• Parks will contact MDOT SHA to pursue the intersection improvements at Knowles/Beach 

• Parks will contact MCDOT to inform them of widespread traffic concerns in this vicinity 

• Parks will initiate design for dividing westbound Wexford into two turn-only lanes and traffic 
calming measures along Beach Drive from Garret Park Drive to Grosvenor Lane for 
implementation through existing funding programs 

• Parks will continue to consider other alternatives presented for future implementation 
 


