
Silver Spring Intermediate Neighborhood Park Improvement Project - 50% Detailed Design Plan 

The Montgomery County Planning Board approved the Silver Spring Intermediate Neighborhood Park 

improvement project plan on September 5, 2019.  The project then began the detailed design phase and 

as of July 2020 the design phase is 50% complete. During the design phase, several revisions have been 

made to the plan to improve the constructability of the project and as cost saving measures. 

The list of revisions includes: 

1. Park Entrances 

The park has four pedestrian entrances and one vehicular entrance to the existing parking lot. 

All four pedestrian entrances have been designed to be accessible to people of all abilities, as 

well as to people with strollers and bicycles.  

 

2. Walkways in the Park 

All four pedestrian entrances are linked by accessible walkways. The main walkway which 

provides access from the parking lot to the multi-purpose court and playground was shifted 

towards the center of the park, aligning with the existing central walkway, and providing more 

direct access to park facilities. The new central walkway features stairs, ramps, and benches for 

users to enjoy as they access park facilities as well as providing places to pause and enjoy views 

into the park. The existing asphalt path through the woods that links the Philadelphia Avenue 

entrance and the tennis courts will be removed and restored to a natural condition. 

 

3. Retaining Walls 

In order to reduce future maintenance costs and provide more open views into the park, the 

two major retaining walls in the park are removed/replaced.  

- The existing painted concrete block wall along Boston Ave will be removed. In its place will 

be a gently graded, easily maintainable grass slope, enhanced with street trees along Boston 

Avenue, providing better access and views into the park. The grass slope could possibly 

function for winter sledding and a viewing/seating area. 

- The brick retaining wall along Boston Avenue, between the Park and the neighbor’s house to 

the east, will be replaced with a lower, modular block retaining wall and privacy fence. The 

new wall configuration will permit views into the park from the pedestrian sidewalk along 

Boston Avenue. 

 

4. Landscape Planting 

One of the iconic trees at the intersection of Boston Avenue and Chicago Avenue is 

unfortunately dying due to the recent spreading disease among White Oaks. The tree will be 

removed, and its trunk will be repurposed to become site furniture to memorialize its long 

existence in the park.  New trees will be planted along Boston Ave. 

The overall planting design will help to boost the beauty of the park by introducing ornamental 

grasses and perennials, as well as adding more flowering trees at park entrances and along 

walkways. A few shade trees will also be added to provide more shade at the sports and seating 

areas. 


