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Kemp Mill Urban Park Playground: Frequently Asked Questions 

Summary of Kemp Mill Urban Park Renovations  

Originally developed in the 1960s, Kemp Mill Urban Park has recently undergone a major renovation. 

The newly renovated park, located in the Kemp Mill neighborhood of Wheaton opened on May 26, 

2017. The 2.7-acre park features numerous improvements including:  

 Replacement of the pond:  A new, recirculating water feature consists of three, tiered 
pools surrounded by dense aquatic vegetation, grasses, perennials and shrubs.  Two 
decks and a bridge offer views to the water and the rest of the site.   
 

 Enhanced Landscaping:  Aquatic plants, grasses, perennials and shrubs surround 
the water’s edge, creating a showy display year-round.  More than 150 new canopy and 
flowering trees were also added to the park.   

 

 Expanded playground:  The new playground features equipment for children ages 
2 - 12, including plenty of things to climb on, a new slide and swings.  

 

 Additional improvements: New seating, bicycle racks, trash and recycling receptacles 
and drinking fountain, have all been incorporated into the renovated park. 

 

About the park playground:  

The new playground at Kemp Mill Urban Park features a host of new amenities, including a fully 

accessible safety surface and amenities for children of all ages. Below are frequently asked questions 

and answers related to the new playground.  

 

How was the design for this playground developed? 

During the design for the renovation of the park, Parks Staff met with community members who 

requested an innovative, exciting playground that would accommodate the large numbers of children 

from the dense and diverse Kemp Mill community.  Parks assembled a Playground Focus Group 

comprised of Parks staff, design consultants and members of the Kemp Mill community.  The focus 

group met on 11 February, 2013 and generated several ideas for the design of the playground.  These 

ideas were synthesized by the Park’s design consultant and presented at a community meeting on 11 

June, 2013 for comment.  The overall design for the playground was met with enthusiasm and the 

playground design was further refined based on public comments made during and after that meeting. 

Summaries and notes from both of those meetings can be found on the project’s web page.  

 

Were any changes made regarding the play equipment that has been installed compared to what the 

original plan called for?  

http://www.montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/kemp-mill-urban-park/
http://www.montgomeryparks.org/projects/listing/kemp-mill-urban-park/
http://www.montgomeryparks.org/projects/listing/kemp-mill-urban-park/
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The playground design that was refined after the public meeting was generally what was included in the 

construction document bid set. Unfortunately, the bids for that play equipment came in well over 

budget. Parks staff researched other play equipment manufacturers and discovered significant cost 

savings by utilizing net structures instead of rigid steel playground equipment.  The net structures can 

accommodate several more children at once than the steel structures while keeping within the same 

footprint and layout of the initial design.   

 

Is the play equipment safe? 

 

Yes.  All the play equipment has been tested by an independent third party and is certified by the 

International Play Equipment Manufacturer’s Association (IPEMA) to meet the safety standards outlined 

by the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM F1487) and the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission (CPSC).  The playground is regularly inspected and maintained by Parks’ certified 

playground safety inspection team. 

 

What ages are the pieces of play equipment appropriate for? 

 

The playground has equipment appropriate for children ages 2 to 5 years old and equipment 

appropriate for children ages 5 to 12 years old.  Signs are posted throughout the playground to indicate 

which play areas are recommended for which age group.   

 

How tall is the big slide and net structure? 

 

The vertical height from the top of the slide platform to the ground is approximately 20 feet.  The net 

structure is configured by the manufacturer to prevent a fall from any height greater than 7 feet 4 

inches directly onto the safety surface below.  The greatest vertical distance between any two internal 

components of the net structure is 6 feet.  

 

How does the slide and net structure compare to the equipment at Wheaton Regional Park? 

 

The tallest slide at Wheaton Regional Park is 17 feet 6 inches from the top of the platform to the ground, 

compared to 20 feet at Kemp Mill.  The height of the net structure at Wheaton is 18 feet 3 inches, with a 

maximum fall height of 8 feet 3 inches, compared to a 20-foot tall net structure at Kemp Mill with a 

maximum fall height of 7 feet 4 inches.  

 

Can a ladder or set of stairs be added to the slide to allow for easier access? 

http://www.ipema.org/
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No.  Allowing easier access to the top of the net structure will make the play equipment less safe.  The 

large net structure, sky cabin and slide were designed to accommodate the height, reach and motor 

skills of an average-sized (50th percentile) 5-year-old.  Adding a set of stairs or a ladder would provide 

younger children access to equipment that was not designed for their size, reach or motor skills.  

Has this type of equipment been installed elsewhere? 

 

Although Montgomery County Parks has been installing play equipment by the same manufacturer 

(Kompan) for at least 15 years, this is the first structure of its kind in all of Maryland.  Kompan has 

installed similar net structures throughout Europe, Canada and the United States.  Two examples of 

larger versions of the net structure than the one at Kemp Mill are in Tuscaloosa, Alabama and Seattle, 

Washington. 

 

What aspects of the new playground promote safety?  

Safety is a top priority for Montgomery Parks. While the new playground incorporates many safety 

features (outlined below), adult supervision is strongly recommended at all playgrounds in Montgomery 

County Parks to ensure safe, appropriate play.  

 The location of the play equipment, a good distance from Arcola Avenue, as well as the five-foot 

grade change between the playground and Arcola Avenue both deter children from leaving the 

playground area.  

 The enclosure around the multi-sports court and orientation of the basketball backstops were 

designed to keep balls within the court.  

 The primary playground surface material includes 3-1/2 inches of poured-in-place rubberized 

safety surfacing rated to absorb impact from a fall height of up to 8 feet. Maximum fall height 

from playground equipment at Kemp Mill Urban Park is 7 feet 4 inches.  Engineered wood fiber 

is used as the safety surface around some smaller pieces of equipment located near existing 

mature trees.  

 

What is the safety surface made of?  

The playground safety surface is a two-layer system manufactured specifically for playgrounds.  The 

bottom, impact-absorbing layer is made of 3-1/2 inches of clean, recycled rubber buffings blended with 

a polyurethane binder.  The top layer is a virgin rubber EPDM decorative wear course intended to 

provide the playground with its bright colors and to encapsulate the impact absorbing layer.  For more 

information, read our Rubber Surfacing FAQ. 

 

Are you planning to make any changes to the playground? 

In the coming months, we will be adding another slide to the park that is more suitable for younger 

children (2 to 5 years old).  This slide is a custom fabrication (to match the slope of the embankment) 

and will be installed in several weeks.  A handrail will be added at the top of the seat steps that overlook 

http://www.kompan.us/
http://www.montgomeryparks.org/uploads/2016/07/Playground-Surfacing-FAQs-4.27.17.pdf
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the multi-sports court.  Outside of the playground, we will be adding moveable chairs and tables to the 

decks to provide additional seating in the park. These will arrive in the coming weeks. Beyond that, Parks 

staff will closely monitor the playground and how it is used for the coming 3 to 6 months to determine if 

modifications are needed.  

 


