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Coral reefs are often called the rain

forests of the sea because of the

many life forms that make their

home there. Many types of animals

find food and shelter in a reef’s

cracks and crevices. Some animals

eat the corals. Others eat the

animals that eat corals. It’s a

complex food web made of colorful

12

Check One Easy (98-100%) Instructional (95-97%) Hard (94% and below)

PIONEER VALLEY BOOKS • 2018 • LITERACYFOOTPRINTS.COM
This page may be downloaded and printed for educational and noncommercial use only.



2

PAGE E SC
E

MSV
SC
MSV

PIONEER VALLEY BOOKS • 2018 • LITERACYFOOTPRINTS.COM
This page may be downloaded and printed for educational and noncommercial use only.

Count

fishes, eels, octopuses, sponges, shrimps, and crabs. Even sharks, sea

turtles, and sea snakes come to coral reefs to find food.

Reefs consist of the hard shells of millions of corals and are found in

sunny, shallow water in warm seas all over the world. As corals live

and die, their shells create a giant, rocky honeycomb. Only the thin

top layer is living coral.

It takes a long time to make a coral reef. Today’s reefs are 5,000 to

10,000 years old. A reef grows very slowly—three-quarters of an inch

a year. But coral reefs are huge, and a healthy reef can be over a

thousand miles long.

Coral reefs exist because of partnerships with

other organisms. One key partnership is

between corals and tiny algae.  

They need each other to survive. Together, the algae

and the coral build the reef.
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RETELLING
RUBRIC

Recalls little or no information 1

Retells most of the information  

(main ideas/facts) 2

Retells all important information  

and adds personal thinking  

and inferences
3

FLUENCY RUBRIC

Word-by-word reading

No expression
1

Slow reading with a mix of  

word-by-word and phrased reading

Some expression

2

Mostly phrased reading with a 

moderate pace

Mostly appropriate expression

3

Smooth and fast-paced reading

Consistent, appropriate expression
4

1.  RATE FLUENCY 
While the overall sound of the student’s reading is fresh in your 
mind, use the Fluency Rubric to determine the student’s reading 
fluency rating.

 2.  ASSESS COMPREHENSION

Directions:
• Remove the text. Ask the student to retell what they read. Say, “Tell me what happened in this book.” Rate the 

retelling using the Retelling Rubric. You can prompt the student with phrases such as “Tell me more,” or “What 
else happened?” without affecting the rating.

• Next, ask the comprehension questions. We have provided sample answers, but use your best judgment when 
scoring the responses. If the student answered the question during the retelling, simply give credit for the answer.

 3.  REFLECT

• What did you learn about the student as a reader?
• Does the student read accurately? Consider their errors and how to improve accuracy.
• Does the student read with phrasing and fluency? If not, provide more instruction in fluency.
• Does the student understand what they are reading? If not, provide more opportunities for discussion of themes, 

concepts, and story structure to help the student build deeper understanding of what they are reading.

WHEN ACCURACY 
RATE IS ...

AND THE  
COMPREHENSION 
SCORE IS ... 

THIS TEXT IS AT 
THE CHILD’S ...

USE TEXTS AT THIS 
LEVEL FOR ...

NEXT ASSESSMENT STEPS

98–100% 4–6 independent  level independent 
reading

Try moving the student up 1–2  
text levels

98–100% 0–3 instructional level guided reading Use this level for guided  
reading

95–97% 4–6

93–94% <3 frustration level read-alouds and shared 
reading

Try moving the student down 1–2 
text levels

Below 93% 0–6

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS Complete 
answer

Partial 
answer

Wrong or  
no answer

1. How is a coral reef like a rain forest? (Infer)  

(many animals live there, it is colorful, animals find food there)
1 0.5 0

2. What is a coral reef? (Key Details)  

(made up of hard shells of coral, thin layer is living)
1 0.5 0

3. The text has the phrase “a reef’s cracks and crevices.” What is a 

crevice? (Vocabulary)  

(a small opening)

1 0.5 0

Question Score:  ______

+ Retelling Score:  ______

= Comprehension Score:  ______


