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Wishing you a safe and healthy 2012 construction season.

We want to thank our entire team at 
Independence Excavating for continuing to 
prioritize our company values and treating safety 
as a personal responsibility. The safety awards 
are gratifying, but it is our families at home that 
make our investment in safety worthwhile. 

Our company has been involved with many 
successful, rewarding projects over the years. 
Nothing, however, is more rewarding than our 
entire team of employees returning home to their 
families each and every night. We are extremely 
proud to have one of the most successful years 
in our company’s history in preventing accidents 
and injuries. For fiscal year 2011, we have 
worked nearly 900,000 man-hours without a lost 
time injury. Our injury incident rate is less than 
10% of the national average.

Despite being on several high profile projects 
with close scrutiny, we have not received 
an OSHA violation in over six years. This is 
particularly impressive considering we perform 
some of the most hazardous work types in 
the industry including: heavy demolition, 
deep utility installation and environmental 
remediation, to name a few. Tight schedules, 
large resource commitments, and high levels 
of complexity on our projects add to the 
challenges of safety execution.

Our success is simple and can be attributed to 
one key component — attitude. By believing we 
can be successful, our family of employees is 
committed to the safety of themselves and their 

fellow teammates. We have developed countless 
policies and procedures designed to create a safe 
environment with a common goal in mind — no 
injuries! The reality is, however, without buy-in 
from each and every employee, our program 
would not reach the level of success it has.

Independence Excavating Finishes the 
Year with Zero Lost Time Injuries!
Rob DiGeronimo, Vice President/Treasurer

Pictured from left to right: Tim DeMarco, Larry Panik, Grant Wiles, Rich Pavelecky, 
Matt Wyman, Dave Benak, Stan Skoczen, Kevin Flannery, Sergio Mauretti, Kevin Scott, 
Brian Kalal, Kevin Carr, Rob DiGeronimo, Ed Wilk and Bobby DiGeronimo
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Vic DiGeronimo Jr.

Pictured from left to right: Vic Jr. and Nick DiGeronimo accept the OCA Jerry 
Keller Memorial Safety Award from John Igel of George J. Igel & Co., and Jeff 
Barrett of Barrett Paving Materials.

Since I am writing this article just days before 
Christmas, I can’t help but state how I feel — 
thankful. I’m very thankful for so many things 
this year and thought it would be appropriate to 
share some of them with you. I’m most thankful 
for everyone’s safety. We recently received the 
Ohio Contractors Association’s Jerry Keller 
Memorial Safety Award for our outstanding safety 
performance in 2011. Our safety was as close to 
perfect as anyone could wish without a single lost 
time injury in 2011. 

I’m thankful for family.  Our family worked very 
hard this year and provided a lot of work for so 
many families. My work family performed safe, 
quality, on-time projects for our customers in just 
under 1,000,000 labor hours. Everyone worked 
tirelessly out of town, on weekends, and at night to 
see the projects through to completion. 

I’m thankful for all of our professional service 
companies we worked with this year such as 
our banks, accountants, legal partners, bonding 
company, insurance company and all of our many 
vendors and suppliers. Without their continued 
support we wouldn’t be here.

Lastly, but certainly not least, I am thankful for the 
more than 2,000 customers we served this year. We 
have been able to maintain and grow our customer 
base every year. My family and I could not be any 
more thankful for your continued commitment to all 

the DiGeronimo Companies. Again, thank you for all 
of your support and we look forward to another safe 
and prosperous year in 2012.

Have a nice day!

Beginning this past December, Independence 
Excavating (IX) began mobilizing along the west 
shore of the Youghiogheny River in McKeesport, 
Pennsylvania. The West Shore Sanitary Sewer 
Construction Project was awarded to IX by The 
Municipal Authority of the City of McKeesport in 
the Fall of 2011 for the installation of over two 
miles of sanitary force main.

Upon mobilization, we began coordination with 
PennDot to set up a project required detour to 
close several thousand feet of River Road. We also 
began coordination with the Regional Trail Authority 
(RTC) to assist in re-routing an active bike trail that 
crosses several areas of our work zone. In addition 
to PennDot and RTC, coordination with CSX was 
a high priority as the majority of the scope runs 
parallel to an active set of railroad tracks where a 
section of the force main must be bored and jacked. 

McKeesport – West Shore Sanitary Sewer Construction
CURRENT PROJECT

Continued on next page.
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CURRENT PROJECTS

Independence Excavating Teams 
with Mascaro Construction on 
Consol Energy Pipeline Project
Independence Excavating’s next adventure in 
the State of West Virginia is a project to install 
approximately 15 miles of fused High Density 
Polyethylene (HDPE) pipeline through the hills 
for collecting and treating mine water. We joined 
Mascaro Construction of Pittsburgh, PA as part 
of their team for the Consol Energy project. The 
project was bid on and awarded this past fall. 
Our crews mobilized immediately in October. The 
project is slated to run over the winter months 
on an aggressive schedule in order to connect 
the pump stations that are being constructed 
by Mascaro Construction and to have a fully 
operational system in the fall of 2012.

One of the challenges of this project is the 
terrain that the pipeline is crossing. The 
project stretches over an 11-mile right-of-way 
over 19 ridges. The route includes borings, 
streams and highway crossings. The pathway 
is up and down steep slopes as well as rock 
faces, through wet areas and around numerous 
transmission lines and other utilities. With 
these challenges comes the logistics of 
supplying and maintaining resources in remote 
locations along the pipeline while keeping the 
crews on schedule. We will have to maintain 
two crews at each end of the project working 
toward the center through the winter months 
in the rough terrain. The crews have already 
contended with an unusually wet fall, and will 

soon contend with whatever wintery conditions 
are in store.

Although a bit muddy, the project is off to a 
great start. The project is moving full steam 
ahead into the winter months thanks to the 
efforts of everyone involved in the project 
including Mascaro Construction, Consol Energy, 
Triad Engineering, Simplified Alternatives, 
Carr Precast, Jimmy Dunn Excavating, MEC 
Construction, and the West Virginia Division 
of Highways and Department of Environmental 
Protection. We are also very fortunate to have 
the forces to perform this project thanks to IUOE 
Local 132 Operators (WV), Local 379 Laborers 
(WV), Local 18 Operators (Ohio), Local 66 
Operators (PA), Local 860 Laborers (Ohio), and 
Locals 1058 and 323 Laborers (PA), as well as 
our field managers and the intricate planning of 
our shop support staff.

In the end, Independence Excavating will be an 
integral team member of Mascaro Construction, 
helping them manage the water from mines and 
ultimately improve the environment of Northern 
West Virginia. 

CSX dispatched AECOM to help coordinate flagging 
and safety requirements. 

While coordinating with all parties the first of 
two IX pipe crews began installation of 6,575 
linear feet of 30" ductile iron pipe. This section 
of the force main contains over 25 fittings, four 
air and vacuum release vaults, and ties into a 
27'x17'x15' precast meter vault that our crews 
will be setting in late winter. In order to complete 
the 30" section of the force main several areas 
must be bored and jacked under roads, bridge 
abutments, and railroad tracks. All of these jack 
and bores will be 48" diameter casing pipe and 
will total over 550 linear feet.

The second of two crews began installation of 
4,906 linear feet of 36" ductile iron pipe. In this 
section of the force main, IX crews will install 24 
fittings and three air and vacuum release vaults. 
The majority of this portion of the project will be 
completed in a closed area of River Road and will 
run through the property of several McKeesport 
area businesses, which will all require careful 
coordination to ensure that the effect to their daily 
operations is minimized.

To round out the project we will be performing 
various restoration items including over 40,000 
tons of premium backfill for 15,000 square yards 
of state highway paving, multiple asphalt and 
concrete driveway repairs, and installation of new 
sections of sidewalk.

IX would like to thank The Municipal Authority 
of the City of McKeesport and KLH Engineers for 
their hard work and coordination efforts that will 
all but guarantee a successful project. We would 
also like to recognize the hard work of Centerline 
Boring, Inc., Poland Concrete Products, 
Hanson Aggregates, Trumbull Industries, Beth’s 
Barricades, and PSE, Inc. 

McKeesport –  
West Shore Sanitary 
Sewer Construction
Continued from pg. 2.
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Holiday Cheer!

❉

❉

❉

Lisa DiGeronimo-Woods

On Thursday, December 22, Independence 
Excavating hosted their 2011 Christmas Party at 
Pickwick and Frolic on popular East 4th Street in 
downtown Cleveland. Employees, spouses, and 
their guests were introduced to this unique venue 
as an alternative to the banquet style event most 
often held in years past. All were entertained 
with an evening of fantastic food, cocktails, 
and desserts, as well as a relaxed, yet stylish 
atmosphere that allowed for those who attended 
to mingle and catch-up on the happenings over 
the last year. To cap off the evening, our group 
was entertained by comedian, Vince Morris, 

an up and coming comedy veteran, originally 
from Columbus, Ohio, who has appeared on a 
variety of comic networks, specials, as well as 
being honored to perform for the US troops in 
Baghdad, Kuwait, and Afghanistan. Before his 
act, Rick DiGeronimo welcomed the crowd with 
a reminder of our appreciation for everyone’s 
hard work and dedication to Independence 
Excavating’s success in 2011 and our hope that 
2012 is one that brings health and happiness 
to all. Thank you to everyone who attended and 
made the event such a success! 



5

❉

❉

❉

❉

❉

❉
❉
❉

❉

Independence Recycling of Florida held their annual Christmas party on December 17 at the House of Blues 
Orlando. Pictured from left to right: Greg Moro, D'Arcy Avenarius, Scott Powell, Lea Jossrlyn, Jon Wey, Mindy Abbott, 
Alyson Goss, Chet Kirkpatrick, Russ Gordon, Paul Goolsby, Shannon Carlisle, Casey Moro, Vic DiGeronimo Jr., Shannon Hill, Luke 
Neuville, Emmett Woods, and Ron Brocco
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1512 EUCLID AVE. DEMOLITION 
Location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Start date: December 2011 
Completion date: January 2012 
Scope of work: Asbestos abatement and 
separation from Hanna Building including 
structural demolition and backfill, utility relocation, 
storm water drainage collection, asphalt 
paving and striping, landscaping extension, 
waterproofing, debris removal and paving.

CLEVELAND MEDICAL MART & 
CONVENTION CENTER – SITEWORK 
Location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Start date: January 2012 
Completion date: December 2012 
Scope of work: Installation of 50,000 CY 
of geofoam, 4,000 LF of walls, 250,000 SF of 
concrete flatwork, 15,000 SF asphalt paving, 
25,000 CY of blended soils and 15 acres of 
landscaping and irrigation.

CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY – OFF 
CAMPUS HOUSING 
Location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Start date: December 2011 
Completion date: October 2012 
Scope of work: Building demolition, site 
pavement demolition, earthwork, storm, 
sanitary, waterline and storm water pollution 
prevention plans.

CONSOL MANNINGTON PIPELINE 
Location: Mannington, West Virginia 
Start date: October 2011 
Completion date: August 2012 
Scope of work: Pipeline installation of 
approximately 15 miles among three pumps 
stations including pipe installation, value 
and precast structure installation, stream and 
road crossings.

CSX NATIONAL GATEWAY 
IMPROVEMENTS – THORNTON STREET 
Location: Akron, Ohio 
Start date: February 2012 
Completion date: April 2012 
Scope of work: Demolition of existing Amtrak 
platform and lowering of track 1, installation of four 
crash walls to protect walkway, new drainage, spoil 
removal and sloped barrier installation.

NEW PROJECTS

FENTRESS AIRFIELD 
Location: Chesapeake, Virginia 
Start date: January 2012 
Completion date: February 2012 
Scope of work: Crushing 50,000 tons of 
concrete pavement into 1 ½" minus subbase 
material.

HURON HOSPITAL DEMOLITION 
Location: East Cleveland, Ohio 
Start date: January 2012 
Completion date: July 2012 
Scope of work: Complete demolition of 
the multi-story hospital building as well as a 
five-level parking garage. The removal of these 
structures will create about seven acres of green 
space for future development. Demolition will 
generate approximately 35,000 tons of concrete, 
which will be recycled.

I-530 RECONSTRUCTION 
Location: Redfield, Arkansas 
Start date: March 2012 
Completion date: November 2012 
Scope of work: Crushing 200,000 tons of 
concrete pavement into 1 ½" minus subbase 
material.

MARCELLUS WELL PAD 
CONSTRUCTION – TWO SITES 
Location: Pennsylvania 
Start date: December 2011 
Completion date: April 2012 
Scope of work: Clearing, erosion control, 
170,000 CY mass earthwork grading and one 
mile haul road construction.

OAKWOOD COMMONS DEMOLITION 
Location: South Euclid, Ohio 
Start date: November 2011 
Completion date: December 2011 
Scope of work: Structural demolition and 
removal of residential house including complete 
slab removal on grade concrete, removal 
of foundations, import of 304 to backfill 
basement and top with 304 compacted to 100% 
standard proctor. Furnish and install silt fence, 
construction entrance, gates and abatement.

SOIL CONDITIONING – PRIVATE OWNER 
Location: Natrium, West Virginia 
Start date: November 2011 
Completion date: December 2012 
Scope of work: Soil conditioning 
of approximately 70,000 CY for a gas 
processing plant.

Jimmy Stewart Airport project at sunset.
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Indy Equipment & 
Supply Receives 
Wacker Neuson 
Award
Indy Equipment & Supply was recently awarded 
the Distributor Recognition Program (DRP) 
Award by Wacker Neuson for demonstrating 
innovative ways to identify and respond to 
customers’ needs and exemplifying a customer-
driven organization. Indy Equipment & Supply 
was one of five companies recognized in a five 
state area to receive this award. We are proud to 
accept this award and to carry the full product 
line of Wacker Neuson at our three locations. 

Thank you Terry!

Written by Vic DiGeronimo Jr. – President, 
Independence Excavating, Inc.

John Savage

When we decided to start an asbestos abatement 
company 24 years ago, it was apparent we 
would need an experienced person to build the 
company around. Thanks to Tom Zuchowski’s 
networking with Industrial Safety Products’ Jack 
Savage, we came to know and now love his son, 
John Savage.

We have had quite a run with John as our #1 
employee. From demonstrating an abatement 
technique on our first job to the multi-million 
dollar projects our company routinely performs, 
John has been our lead estimator and business 
generator. Our next senior estimator George 
Pappas calls John, “Babe Ruth”, for his stamp on 
the abatement industry.

I’m sure our dad would be proud of the type of 
work and the innovations our company has taken 
to our workplaces. We have a great reputation 
built around the DiGeronimo core values in an 
industry that was lacking.

John was and still is employee #1.

Written by Tony DiGeronimo – President – 
Precision Environmental

Congratulations to both of you! We are proud to 
have you on the DiGCo team! 

Similar to last year, the DiGeronimo family 
members working across the organization, as 
well as past DiGCo Founders Award winners, 
submitted their nominations and casted their 
votes for two deserving employees to receive 
the award this year. The following two recipients 
demonstrate our core values of safety, integrity, 
loyalty, commitment, respect and quality 
workmanship, as well as the work ethic instilled 
by our founders, Sam, Mary, Don and late 
brother, Rich DiGeronimo.

Terry Tomasko

Terry Tomasko has been employed by 
Independence Excavating for more than 33 years. 
Terry has grown up with the company similar to 
myself. His career began as a truck mechanic, 
greasing, changing oil and completing general 
repairs on our truck fleet. Terry proved early 
on to be an excellent mechanic, and more 
importantly, an excellent person. Through 
the years he has gradually made his mark in 
all areas of our vehicles and equipment and 
currently manages all aspects of our large fleet 
of equipment. He continues to stand for all the 
values my family does and his dedication to our 
company is second to none. We are so grateful 
to have Terry for all these years and look forward 
to the coming years with him.

We are thankful to Terry and Carol because their 
son, Matt Tomasko, recently joined the company. 
It looks like the Tomaskos and DiGeronimos will 
continue their long lasting partnership and we 
couldn’t be happier!

3rd Annual DiGeronimo Companies Founders 
Awards Presented to Two of DiGCo’s Finest

Vic DiGeronimo Jr. (left) 
presents Founders Award 
to Terry Tomasko and 
Tony DiGeronimo (left) 
presents to John Savage.

DiGeronimo 
Companies Safety 

Day Breakfast
Saturday, March 3, 2012   

7:00 AM

Embassy Suites in  
Independence

SAVE THE DATE
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Keeping these and the rest of Independence 
Excavating’s fleet of equipment and trucks 
running is no easy job with the size of our fleet 
exceeding 350 major pieces operating in various 
locations. It takes a dedicated and experienced 
maintenance staff to keep our equipment and 
trucks “job ready”.

The maintenance facilities in Cleveland 
and Pittsburgh, along with job 
stationed personnel include:

•	 12 Field Mechanics
•	 10 Shop Mechanics/Welders
•	 4 Fuel/Lube Personnel
•	 7 Support Personnel

Thank you to this dedicated group for their 
hard work through the years to help keep 
Independence Excavating running smoothly and 
making it successful. 

Additions to the Independence Excavating 
Equipment “Family” in 2011
Terry Tomasko, Equipment Superintendent

CAT D6T

John Deere 450D

CAT 320D

CAT 345D

John Deere 350D LC


