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Independence Excavating, Inc. and the DiGeronimo family  
wish you a healthy, Happy New Year!
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Cleveland State University - University Center Demolition
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At our annual board meeting on December 9, we 
gave out four awards for our newly established  
 “Founders Award.” The purpose of the award is 
to honor those employees of the DiGeronimo 
Companies who consistently demonstrate our 
core values of commitment, loyalty, respect, 
integrity, innovation and quality workmanship. 
The award is named after the founders of our 
company, our parents, Serafino and Mary, and 
our brother Don. Our gratitude goes to Lisa 
DiGeronimo, daughter of Bobby and Cindi, for 
tirelessly spearheading this effort.

This year, all the DiGeronimo family members 
working across the organization were asked to 
submit names of individuals who exemplified our 
core values. A list of candidates was compiled, and 
each family member was asked to vote. The four 
individuals receiving the most votes were selected. 
There were many nominations, and to narrow it 
down to four was very difficult, to say the least. 
Each subsequent year, not only will the family 
members participate in this process — the prior 
recipients of the award will too. The individuals 
selected for this year’s Founders Award are:

Ed Wilk — An employee for 43 years who 
started with us at a very young age, and yes, as 
you would guess, sweeping the shop floor. Ed 
always was, and continues to be, one of the most 
dedicated, hard working employees we have 
ever had. He was very instrumental in the early 
development of our company. He and I worked on 
many projects together going through the ranks 
as laborer, truck driver, operator, and currently as 
project superintendent and my brother Bobby’s 
right hand man. He is also from the era when our  
 “line of credit” was not to cash your paycheck for 
a few days. 

Thanks Ed, for being a great asset, and a great 
friend. I must also mention his two sons, Steve 
and Rich who work with us and have those great 
Wilk genes.

Ron Brocco — An employee for 25 years and 
Vice President of Independence Recycling. Ron 
started at the age of 15, cutting grass at my home 
and in the process a few new fruit trees that I 
had planted. Before that, when he was in the 5th 
grade, my daughter, Mary, invited him to dinner 

on a Sunday. She asked me to cook something 
that he could swallow easily because he would 
be too nervous to chew! Ron started working with 
me, and then with my son Vito, in the early days 
of pioneering our concrete recycling business. 
He has helped the company immensely, making 
it the 2nd largest recycling company in the 
U.S., Vulcan Materials being the largest. He is 
responsible for all of the logistics of setting up 
the 16 crushing plants throughout the country, 
including our local shale crushing at the Haydite 
quarry in Independence. 

Thanks Ron, for being a great person, friend  
and worker. 

Sergio Mauretti — A second-generation 
employee for 21 years. Sergio’s father, Joe, 
started with us in the sixties, and was one of the 
hardest working laborers our company has ever 
employed. Sergio brings the same old school 
attitude to the job everyday as a professional 
laborer who is hardworking, honest and 
trustworthy. He never complains and sets out to 
get the job done right the first time around. We 
are anxiously awaiting a 3rd generation Mauretti.

Thanks Sergio, for all of your diligence. 

Ed Butler — An employee for 19 years, and 
our controller, but he is far more than that. Ed 
is one of the greatest friends anyone could ever 
imagine. He takes the core values to extremes. 
In all of the years Ed has been with us, he has 
never turned down any task that I or anyone else 
has asked him to do. Many times, people asked 
him for help, and he has never refused. He has 
worked all night on several occasions to get tasks 
accomplished. Although he has been with us for 
only 19 years, if you counted his hours worked, 
they would add up to far more than 19 years. 

Thanks Ed, for always being there when we 
need you, and for being such a great person 
and friend. 

The above four award recipients have 
accumulated 108 years of service. Absolutely 
remarkable! These are four of the many, many 
employees who have contributed to the early 
success and growth of our companies. We are 
proud and fortunate to have them with us and to 
honor their service with this prestigious award.

Arrivederci! 

CURRENT PROJECT

Construction underway for the new home  
of the Lake Erie Crushers

In late July of 2008, Independence Excavating, 
under the direction of Infinity Construction, 
began construction for The Ballpark at Avon, 
future home to the Lake Erie Crushers, a 
professional baseball franchise in the Frontier 
League. The 3,500 seat stadium will include 
luxury boxes, merchandise shops, and a 
clubhouse for the teams. The City of Avon 
also hopes it will host concerts and other city 
events as well.

A rapid project pace was set in order to get the 
new stadium completed before opening day 
in May of 2009. Independence Excavating’s 
Concrete Division is working hard and fast to 
get as much work completed before another 
fierce Cleveland winter arrives. Throughout the 
expedited work schedule, Independence’s team 
has maintained its exemplary safety standards 
and quality craftsmanship.

To date, our crews are mostly finished with the 
seating bowl and slab on grade portions of the 
project. We will return to the project once steel 
erection is finished to complete the slabs on 
metal deck, and again in the spring to complete 
the sidewalks and driveways. 

The scope of work for the park includes 4,200 
cubic yards of concrete foundations and slabs, 
a concrete seating bowl and main concourse 
slabs, structural retaining walls and main 
entrance stairs, as well as driveways and 
sidewalks.

Thank you to the entire Independence Excavating 
project team for your hard work and dedication to 
the project. We would also like to thank Infinity 
Construction for their efforts and the opportunity 
to work on another unique project.

Kevin DiGeronimo, Project Manager

Just about a month ago, a great friend of our 
family, Herb Score, left our world to be with Jesus.

Some years ago he was honored as “Catholic 
Man of the Year”. I thought it might be 
appropriate to reprint a small part of his 
acceptance speech and some good food for 
thought. It speaks volumes of his greatness.

 “Life is like a ballgame, the innings go fast as 
do the years of our lives. In life, we all make 
mistakes but can rectify them before the game 
ends. We have many opportunities to make up for 
our mistakes. We should remember that a game 
is never over until the final out. It is never too late 
to join Christ’s team. The mark of greatness in an 
athlete is the ability to fight back. Christ expects 
the same from his followers!

It is up to each of us to instill that winning spirit 
in ourselves and our children. With God all things 
are possible when we sincerely follow him as we 
go through our daily lives. We can fool some of 
our friends and neighbors. We can attend church 
on Sunday. Then on Monday go out and be 
ruthless in our everyday dealings. Yes, we can get 
away with many things and still be thought of as 
a good person. However, there are two people you 
can never fool, God and yourself. When at night 
you put your head on your pillow and you are all 
alone without friends telling you how great you 
are than it's just God and you!”

No doubt this great lefthander walks with  
Jesus today! 

In memory of  
Herb Score…
Bobby DiGeronimo

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

First Annual Core Value Awards Given
Vic DiGeronimo Sr.
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Vic DiGeronimo Sr. presents Ron Brocco with the Founders Award.
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Annual Christmas Party ❉
❉

❉

The Annual DiGeronimo Companies Christmas 
Party was held Saturday, December 20, at the 
Embassy Suites in Independence. Over 500 
employees, family, and guests gathered together 
to celebrate another great year, and dance into the 
night with the soulful sounds of the band “Twist.” 

The night also provided an opportunity to 
announce the first recipients of the Founders 
Awards, as well as those employees celebrating 
their 25th Anniversary with the DiGeronimo 
Companies. Employees Edwin Butler, Ed 
Wilk, Sergio Mauretti, and Ron Brocco were 
recognized for embodying the DiGCo Core 
Values throughout their many years of service to 
the companies. Vito DiGeronimo and Ron Brocco 
both served 25 years in 2008, and we thank them 
both for their long and dedicated service.

A very special thank you goes out to Michelle 
Brogan and Victoria Scafaro for their hard work 
coordinating a wonderful evening!

❉

❉

❉

❉

❉

❉
❉
❉

❉
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It is hard to imagine that the McDowell County 
Federal Corrections Institute project in Welch, 
West Virginia has been going on for almost two 
full years now! And although the work forces 
are much smaller now, and the glamorous mass 
earth and pipe work is completed, the crews on 
site are still deserving of our praise.

This year a crew of 5–6 operators, and 3–4 
laborers have completed the electrical and 
mechanical excavation, road and athletic court 
grading and sub-base work, topsoil re-spread, 
detail backfill work around buildings, stairways, 
and retaining walls, and numerous daily time 
and material tasks for Clark Construction and the 
various other trades on site.

As the accompanying photo shows, the site 
has come a tremendous way in two years, and 
honestly the site would not be close to where 
it is today without the hard work, dedication, 

and integrity of our on-site managers, operators 
and laborers that made it all a reality. We have 
enjoyed our stay in Welch, West Virginia, and we 
hope they have enjoyed having us! 

AEP Pickway – North Ash Pond Closure 
Location: Lockbourne, Ohio 
Start Date: September 2008 
Completion Date: November 2008 
Scope: Earthwork to cap a fly-ash pond including 
erosion control, borrow, cap installation, site 
restoration, topsoil stripping and re-spread

Akron Gorge Powerhouse Demolition 
Location: Akron, Ohio 
Start Date: November 2008 
Completion Date: March 2009 
Scope: Removal of all structures to 2 feet 
below grade.

Columbus Southerly Waste Water 
Treatment Plant 
Location: Columbus, Ohio 
Start Date: November 2008 
Completion Date: December 2008 
Scope: Demolition of a 7,000 SF, 55’ building 
including removal of 100’ external conveyer 
and 180’ of building separations from adjacent 
structures. Foundation walls and basement 
slabs were to be protected and saved for future 
construction. Removal of roof system including 
all structural members and platforms.

G & E Building #1 Demolition 
Location: Wadsworth, Ohio 
Start Date: October 2008 
Completion Date: November 2008  
Scope: Asbestos abatement and demolition of 
a two-story brick building and Quonset hut.

Huron Hospital Wall Demolition 
Location: East Cleveland, Ohio 
Start Date: November 2008 
Completion Date: December 2008  
Scope: Demolition of four exterior walls 
surrounding the parking garage.

Ohio College of Podiatric Medicine 
Building Demolition 
Location: Cleveland, Ohio  
Start Date: January 2009 
Completion Date: April 2009  
Scope: Demolition of a nine-story brick and 
concrete building with basement and backfill 
to grade. 

QQ Garage & E. 89th Street  
Loading Dock 
Location: Cleveland, Ohio  
Start Date: November 2008 
Completion Date: June 2010  
Scope: Demolition and removal of the QQ 
parking garage and loading docks. Removal 
of debris off-site and import of sand backfill. 
Perimeter fencing, shoring, and excavation  
work to support Donley’s construction of the 
Phase II Tunnel through the site. 

Gypsum Run-off Pond 
Location: First Energy Sammis Plant -  
Stratton, Ohio 
Start Date: December 2008 
Completion Date: January 2009  
Scope: Grading, import and placement of clay 
liner, HDPE liner, as well as geocomposite and 
geotextile liners. 

Saab Campus Expansion  
Location: North Olmsted, Ohio 
Start Date: December 2008 
Completion Date: December 2008 
Scope: Erosion control, clearing and grubbing 
of three acres, install underground detention 
system, cut and fill, fine grade #304 base 
aggregate for the parking lot.

Springfield Substation Demolition 
Location: Springfield, Ohio 
Start Date: December 2008 
Completion Date: February 2009  
Scope: Removal of two brick and concrete 
buildings, backfilling the basement, and  
site seeding.

Toronto Power Station Demolition 
Location: Toronto, OH 
Start Date: October 2008 
Completion Date: December 2008 
Scope: Removal of all structures to 2 feet 
below grade.

NEW PROJECTS

The DiGeronimo 
Companies Join 
Forces with  
the Cleveland  
Museum of Art
Larry Hrovat, Project Manager

Independence Excavating Inc. was awarded the 
contract to perform building demolition and mass 
excavation for the Cleveland Museum of Art Phase 
2 expansion from Precision Environmental Co.

Precision has a contract with the construction 
manager, Panzica/Gilbane Joint Venture. 
Independence Excavating is performing the 
structural demolition of several 3 to 4 story 
buildings with a combined area of 180,000 SF, 
which are attached to existing museum buildings 
that will remain. Precision Environmental 
is performing the asbestos abatement and 
selective demolition to separate the buildings 
to be demolished from those to remain. This is 
necessary to minimize vibration and avoid damage 
to the existing museum buildings and priceless 
art exhibits. Once the buildings are completely 
removed, Independence will perform the deep 
mass excavation required for the new museum 
building. Some of the excavation will reach 
depths in excess of 40 feet in sand and shale. The 
excavation will require an extensive earth retention 
system of soil nails with grout for the deep 
subbasement excavation and a beam and lagging 
wall on the upper portion of the subbasement to 
retain sand overburden. This phase of the overall 
project is anticipated to be substantially completed 
by the end of May 2009, and overall project 
completion by November 2010. 

COMPLETED PROJECT

McDowell County FCI project comes to a close…
Justin Fox, Project Superintendent

INDEPENDENCE RECYCLING, INC. - CRUSHING PROJECTS

ALLIED CORP. 
W. 3rd Street, Cleveland, Ohio 
50,000 tons of 1 ½" minus RAP material

Copley, Ohio 
30,000 tons of 5⁄8" minus RAP material

W. 150th, Cleveland, Ohio 
15,000 tons of 1 ¼" minus RAP material

CENTRAL STATES AGGREGATES 
Zephyrhills, Florida 
25,000 tons of rip-rap lime rock

CROSS CONSTRUCTION 
Fort Meade, Florida 
100,000 tons of 1 ½" minus concrete subbase

DENTON/JAMES CONSTRUCTION 
Columbia, Louisiana 
25,000 tons of 1 ½" minus concrete subbase

DIGERONIMO AGGREGATES, LLC 
Independence, Ohio 
300,000 tons of 2" minus shale crushing

ANDERSON-COLUMBIA CO. 
Tyndall Air Force Base, Panama City Florida 
90,000 tons of 1 ½" minus concrete subbase

I-75 / ARCHER-WESTERN 
Macon, Georgia 
91,000 tons of 2" minus concrete crushing

INDEPENDENCE FACILITY  
Independence, Ohio  
50,000 tons of ODOT #304 base material

JACKSONVILLE FACILITY 
Jacksonville, Florida 
50,000 tons of 2" minus base material

LAFARGE – NORTH AMERICA 
Cave in Rock, Illinois 
400,000 tons of limestone crushing into  
various stones

LAKELAND FACILITY 
Lakeland, Florida 
50,000 tons of 2" minus base material

MOUNTAINEER QUARRY 
Newell, West Virginia 
200,000 tons of sand and gravel crushing

ORLANDO FACILITY 
Orlando, Florida 200,000 tons of stone and base 
material

PUNTA GORDA FACILITY 
Punta Gorda, Florida 50,000 tons of 2" minus 
base material

STEIN/I.S.G. SLAG CRUSHING 
ISG Mill, Cleveland, Ohio 
600,000 tons of slag crushed into #57, #8 and 
#10 stone

TAMPA FACILITY 
Tampa, Florida 
50,000 tons of 2" minus base material

TAYLOR MURPHY CONSTRUCTION 
Asheville, North Carolina 
770,000 tons of granite crushing producing 
various sized materials
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INDEPENDENCE DEMOLITION UPDATE
Bob Brown, Project Manager

ArcelorMittal – Cleveland E.A.F. 
Demolition Project: 
Independence received a contract to raze various 
structures from ArcelorMittal at their Cleveland 
Works Plant in June of 2008. The removal was 
completed on time without any incidents in 
October of 2008. 

The project consisted of razing the 
following structures:

C-1 Blast Furnace Water Treatment Plant•	
C-1 Blast Furnace Slag Pit•	
No.1 Steel Producing Outdoor Scrap Craneway•	
Electric Arc Furnace Shop •	
Electric Arc Furnace Precipitator Building•	
Electric Arc Furnace Bag House and Overhead •	
Duct Work
3rd Street Gate House•	
3rd Street Dispensary Building•	
Building 11A – Open Hearth Wash House/•	
Computer Building
Seven (7) Brick and Steel Open Hearth  •	
Exhaust Stacks

In total, Independence generated roughly 10,000 
tons of recyclable ferrous steel and 84,000 lbs. of 
nonferrous metals. 

We teamed up with B & B Wrecking to complete 
this project and used a composite crew to 
remove all structures. The most exciting drop 
was the setting-up and collapse of the Electric 
Arc Furnace Shop Roof.

It was a total pleasure working with John Sech, 
Engineer for ArcelorMittal – Cleveland, and 
his crew, as well as Precision Environmental 
Company and EnviroServe who performed all 
environmental abatement on the project. 

First Energy - Toronto, Ohio Power Station 
Demolition Project:

Independence Excavating, Precision 
Environmental and C.J. Betters Enterprises 
worked together for six months to obtain a 
contract from First Energy to completely raze all 
structures at their Toronto Power Station. 

The project consists of the following 
structures/components to be razed:

650’ Tall Concrete Exhaust Stack•	
Outdoor Super Structure Switch Yard•	
Coal Handling Conveyors and Transfer Towers•	
Elevated 125,000 gallon Outdoor Water Tank•	
Eleven (11) 230,000 Capacity Steam Boilers•	
Three (3) Electrical Turbines and their •	
Condensers
100,000-square-foot footprint Brick Boiler •	
House Building

Independence and Precision will be 
generating the following quantities of 
materials in the course of razing the 
above structures:

14,500 cubic yards of materials containing •	
asbestos
21,000 gross tons of ferrous steel•	
400,000 lbs. of non-ferrous metals•	
55,000 cubic yards of recyclable concrete  •	
and brick
5,000 cubic yards of debris•	

It is expected that it will take Precision 
Environmental 11 months with a crew of 40 
people to complete all environmental abatement 
work, and Independence an additional 8 months 
to complete the removal of all structures and 
backfilling of all voids.

Presently, Independence has been working on 
the removal of the Outdoor Switch Yard, Exhaust 
Stack, Coal Handling and the Turbines. 

We teamed up with Jim Redyke of Dykon 
Explosives to implode the concrete exhaust stack 
on November 1, 2008, and it fell without incident 
as shown here. The Discovery Channel filmed the 
falling of the stack, and it should air on television 
during the summer of 2009. 

We look forward to completing this project 
around Christmas of 2009. We thoroughly 
enjoy working with C.J. Betters on these large 
demolition projects.

Going...

Going...

Gone!


