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CURRENT PROJECT

Independence Excavating, Inc. Returns to Cleveland Hopkins 
International Airport for the Continuation of the Taxiway Q and 
Hold Pad Project
On April 15, 2010, Independence Excavating 
(IX) remobilized to Cleveland Hopkins 
International Airport (CLE) for the continuation 
of the Taxiway (TW) Q and Hold Pad Project that 
had begun last fall and is scheduled for a late 
September 2010 completion.

The continuation of the project began with a flurry 
of activity due to the aggressive schedule. In 
order to minimize construction activity within the 
Air Operations Area (AOA), approximately 4,400 
linear feet (lf) of temporary fence was installed to 
isolate the project in the first seven days of work. 

During the same period, IX and our subcontractors 
commenced with pavement removal including 
36,000 square yards of asphalt milling, over 
11,000 cubic yards (cy) of slag subbase removal 
and nearly 30,000 cy of concrete pavement 
breaking and removal from 10" to 18" thick.  
Continued on page 5.
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Photo caption: (L-R) OhioCat’s Jan Foley and 
Ken Taylor, Vic DiGeronimo, Jr., Vic DiGeronimo, 
Sr., Bob DiGeronimo, Rob DiGeronimo, Tony 
DiGeronimo and OhioCAT’s Paul Liesem pictured 
in front of the new D7E. 

than 20 machines from Caterpillar knowing it 
would be beneficial for Independence, OhioCAT 
and Caterpillar.

We are proud to own and operate over 300 major 
pieces of equipment and will continue to grow 
our fleet and relationship with OhioCAT for many 
years to come.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Vic DiGeronimo Jr.
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I’d like to start off with how excited I am for this 
opportunity to represent my family as President 
of this great company. I feel so honored and 
blessed to follow my father in this position. I 
am confident that with all my uncles, cousins, 
and the rest of my family behind me, that we will 
take the DiGeronimo Companies into the next 50 
years with great success.

We have many new “jobs” and opportunities 
ahead of us this year. Although the positions 
have changed, our values have not. I assume 
everyone has seen our list of core values, but for 
those of you who haven’t, they are as follows:

Safety, Respect, Integrity, Innovation, Loyalty, 
Quality Workmanship, and Commitment

These values have been instilled in me and the 
rest of my generation for our entire lives by my 
father, Vic Sr., and uncles, Rich, Bobby and Tony. 
We will continue to live by them and pass them 
along to our children in the years to come.

In addition to thanking my family for all they have 
done to get us to this point, I absolutely need to 
thank so many of our employees that have helped 
me throughout the years. My first experience in 
construction was when I was about 6 years old. 
We lived on Hillside Road in Independence and 
had some sewer problems. I was “helping” Joe 
Mauretic in the ditch repair some clay drain tile 
and was so interested. I put my head in between 
Joe and a ball peen hammer for my first injury 
on the job. My dad and I survived after a lengthy 
lecture from my mother to work another day. My 
next exposure was doing some asphalt paving 
with Leroy Malone. All went smoothly on that job 
until Leroy had me drive the roller to the next job 
a mile or so away on the road. Remember, I was 
only 6 or 7 at the time! That went over really big 
with my mom. The point of these stories is that 
from a young child, construction has been a huge 
part of my life and I wouldn’t have it any other 
way. Past and present employees like Joe and 

Leroy, and many others have all played a huge 
role in molding me for my current position and 
more importantly helping me grow into a good 
team member with the ability to surround myself 
with the best people in the industry.

In closing, I would again like to thank my entire 
family, the current and past employees of all the 
DiGeronimo Companies, and all the good friends 
that have helped me throughout my life and I 
promise to do the very best I can in continuing 
the past and current culture of Independence 
Excavating in all its future endeavors. It has 
been a very challenging time for our family and 
our business the last year or two. However, we 
are very optimistic about the future. We know 
we will be successful because the team we have 
assembled includes the employees we believe 
are the best in the industry, and together we can 
accomplish anything.

Have a nice day!

Independence Excavating Takes Delivery of First CAT D7E in 
Northeastern Ohio
Independence Excavating Inc. took delivery of 
the first Caterpillar D7E sold in the Northeast. 
The track-type tractor was delivered to the Ohio 
Operating Engineers Local 18 Regional Training 
Facility in Richfield, Ohio. The location provided 
an opportunity for our friends at OhioCAT 
to gather and present the new tractor to our 
management team.

The decision to purchase the new tractor came 
about after the principals at Independence 
Excavating attended a demonstration and 
presentation of the machine during Caterpillar’s 
traveling road show to introduce the tractor last 
fall. The tractor’s productivity and fuel efficiency 
caught the attention of Vic DiGeronimo Sr.

Our relationship with OhioCAT and the Taylor 
family dates back several generations. Vic 
DiGeronimo Sr. recalled that the current business 
environment and the decision to purchase the 
CAT D7E had many parallels with a decision 
made back in the 1980s. With the economy 
suffering and fuel costs skyrocketing, the 
decision was made to invest in the future by 
growing our fleet. Back then, we purchased more 
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plant in 2004, including the in-pit crushing & 
screening facility, a new baghouse, coal mill 
and handling system, and modernized computer 
control systems. 

DiGeronimo Aggregates recently hosted the 2010 
ESCSI (Expanded Shale, Clay, & Slate Institute) 
Mid-year Meeting that was held this past May 
at the Radisson Hotel Cleveland-Gateway. All 
the industry leaders and key personnel gathered 
to discuss the latest production, technical, 
and sales and marketing techniques for the 
lightweight aggregate industry.

A safety awards banquet was held at Sammy’s 
in the Flats where DiGeronimo Aggregates was 
recognized for its outstanding safety record.

The highlight of the meeting was a tour of 
DiGeronimo Aggregates Haydite plant by 50 
members of ESCSI visiting from all over the 
country. Vic DiGeronimo Sr. received many 
compliments for the improvements that were 
accomplished since acquiring the Haydite 

DiGeronimo Aggregates Hosts 2010 ESCSI 
Mid-year Meeting

SAFETY UPDATE

Tom Steblinski, Safety Director

The Construction Association of Western 
Pennsylvania held their safety banquet on Friday, 
June 11, 2010. Independence Excavating, Inc. 
was recognized for completing over 80,000 
hours worked in Pennsylvania without a lost time 
injury. Individual recognition was given to Justin 
Fox, Mark Rice, Dale Scafaro, Brian Young, and 
Blaise Horgas for supervising over 5,000 hours 
without a lost time injury.

Independence Excavating Inc. also received 
the 5 Year Contractor Safety Award from the 
Construction Employers Association for having a 
recordable rate 25% below the industry average 
for the last five years, the Thomas J. Reynolds 
Award in Construction Safety & Health from the 
Association of Union Contractors for recognition 
of outstanding safety performance and Certificate 
of Achievement from the Contractors Association 
of West Virginia.

We would like to thank everyone for their 
outstanding efforts in working safely. Awards 
like these show what we can accomplish with the 
combined efforts of everyone. We also know that 
our continued hard work will lead to our ultimate 
goal of “Zero Accidents”. 

DiGeronimo Aggregates Vice President, 
Eric Dombrowski accepts ESCSI safety 
award from Jessie Penley, Safety 
Committee Chairman for ESCSI.

Pictured from left to right: Rick Bowers of 
Mascaro Contracting, Mark Rice of Independence 
Excavating, and Joe Schrecengost of R.L. 
Johnson Construction proudly display their 
safety awards presented by Contractors 
Association of Western Pennsylvania, Executive 
Director, Richard Barcaskey.

Introducing the New Safety Hotline

Phone Number: 216.446.3950

You can now report Safety concerns to the Safety Department anonymously or be directly 
connected to Tom Steblinski or Frank Berzansky.
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needs as they get through these tough times. As 
we struggle through these times together, we only 
become wiser and learn to run our businesses 
more efficiently.

We intend to grow this event with our loyal 
customers as they look for ways to improve their 
efficiency and increase their bottom line. We 
plan to continue offering discounted pricing on 
spring stocking orders and new products to keep 
contractors attending this event yearly.

A sincere thank you to the customers that 
attended this year’s open house. We remain in 
business because of you and appreciate your 
continued loyalty to Indy Equipment & Supply. 

have to offer including new VOC compliant 
concrete sealers, the latest from Wacker Neuson 
and Takeuchi, and our newest product, Indy’s 
own concrete power buggy. “The Power Buggy 
by Indy” will be marketed throughout the United 
States and proudly made in the USA. The open 
house continues to be a huge success each year 
due to the hard work from our employees and 
the dedication of our vendors who attend, which 
helps us grow our product base and knowledge.

This year we were happy to hear positive 
comments from customers about their phones 
ringing a little more and a positive work 
outlook. Local contractors are the lifeline of Indy 
Equipment & Supply and we understand their 

Indy Equipment & Supply hosted their annual 
open house on Thursday, April 8. With a little 
help from Mother Nature, we had record breaking 
attendance. As the rain came down, contractors 
poured in to see the latest and greatest that we 

Indy Equipment & Supply Annual Open House

Indy Equipment & Supply, LLC would like to 
announce that we are now the new dealer in your 
area for Gehl Compact Equipment. We will be 
stocking machines for rental, as well as resale. 
We will have parts in stock, as well as trained 

for us and our customers. Please contact any 
of the locations below if you are interested in a 
demonstration on the new line.

Gehl is a full compact equipment manufacturer 
that has been in business for over 150 years, 
located in West Bend, Wisconsin. From their 
roots in the agriculture industry, they have 
branched out into many different industries. 
Gehl offers a line of skid steer loaders, mini 
excavators, compact wheel loaders, telescopic 
handlers, and asphalt pavers. You can learn more 
about Gehl at www.gehl.com.

Thank you again for your continued support of 
Indy Equipment & Supply! Your patronage is 
much appreciated during these difficult times. We 
hope this new line will be an added benefit for 
our current and future customers. 

Independence 
6500 E. Schaaf Rd. 
Independence, OH 44131 
216-446-3200

North Royalton 
11153 Royalton Rd. 
North Royalton, OH 44133 
440-237-9040

Avon 
35355 Chester Ave. 
Avon, OH 44011 
440-832-7133

Indy Equipment & Supply, LLC –  New Dealer Of Gehl  
Compact Equipment

service technicians that will be available to 
service the Gehl Compact Equipment line.

We are excited for the new addition to our line 
of compact equipment and feel it’s a great fit 
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CURRENT PROJECT
Continued from page 1.

Independence Excavating, Inc. Returns to Cleveland Hopkins 
International Airport for the Continuation of the Taxiway Q and 
Hold Pad Project
The 55,000 tons of concrete removed in this phase 
of the project was crushed by our own work forces 
and is being recycled back into the project as 
aggregate in the concrete stabilized base course as 
well as backfill. After the pavement was removed 
and topsoil stripped, removal of an extensive 
network of existing underground utilities and 
structures was necessary to clear the area for new 
utilities and pavement.

To prepare the site for paving operations, IX 
moved approximately 40,000 cy of dirt, installed 
3,700 lf of sewers from 18" to 48" diameter, 
installed 6,300 lf of underdrains and set pre-cast 
manholes and constructed cast in place concrete 
manholes up to depths of 27 ft.

The paving portion of the project includes 15+ 
acres of 6" stabilized subgrade fine graded 
the site to tolerances of less than ½ inch, a 6" 
thick permeable asphalt drainage course, 8" 
of econocrete stabilized base and 16" of full 
strength concrete with 35 ft wide x 5" depth 
asphalt shoulders at the outside edges.

Several unique features are included in our 
scope of work. There is 1,500 lf of jet blast fence 
of which 1,125 lf is completed along Postal 
Road — east of the site. The west side of the site 
is the location of the first large scale storm water 
management system at CLE. It includes 650 lf 
of 12 ft diameter corrugated steel pipe (CSP) for 
storm water storage and 345 lf of 10 ft -6 inch 
diameter CSP for a sediment chamber and sand 

filter system to manage the sediment runoff from 
the airport. In all, the system has 94,000 cubic 
feet of capacity, or about 700,000 gallons and 
has been completed.

Another integral part of the project is the 
installation of 500 taxiway lights and 20 aircraft 
guidance signs to direct aircraft. In addition to 
these electrical elements, the project entails 
installation of duct banks and equipment to feed 
new facilities.

At the time of this writing in late June, the asphalt 
drainage course has begun with the concrete 
paving and electrical items to follow shortly. 
The next major milestone will be the removal 
and reconstruction of TW K, which intersects 
the new TW Q and K1. This work requires the 
complete shutdown of a key taxiway and must be 
reopened in a mere 45 calendar days. After this 
is completed, the balance of existing concrete 
paving will be removed and hauled off site, 
remaining embankment will be constructed, 

and all finish work will be completed, such 
as seeding, sodding, pavement striping and 
markings.

IX hit the ground running on this project to 
maintain the aggressive schedule with our 
hard-working crews and some of our largest iron 
including 385 & 345 excavators, D9-D8 and 
D6 Dozers, two graders, off and on road trucks 
and stabilization equipment. This job also gave 
our new fuel efficient D7E with electric drive 
its most utilization to date with high marks on 
performance provided by the operators. Some 
of our key subcontractors are Ballast Fence, 
Hi-Lite Maintenance, Kokosing Construction, 
North Electric, Royal Landscaping, WL Harper 
Company and Zenith Systems (formerly Doan 
Pyramid). We thank all of our team members 
including the City of Cleveland Department of 
Port Control and design team for the efforts put 
forth toward the successful completion of this 
high profile project at CLE. 
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discovering that no federally-funded research 
was being conducted on this form of abdominal 
cancer, which is linked to colon and ovarian 
cancers. Last year’s race was a huge 
success with over 500 participants, as 
well as $60,000 raised in support of PMP.

For information on this unique and family-friendly 
event, please visit www.summerscurry.org. 
You and your family won’t want to miss it! 

NEw PROJECTS

Alexander Contracting 
Location: Fort Benning, Georgia 
Scope: Crush 35,000 tons of concrete into 1 ½" 
minus base material

Cherry Hill Construction 
Location: Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland 
Scope: Crush 140,000 tons of concrete into 1 ½" 
minus base material

Edgewater Power Station Demolition 
Location: Lorain, Ohio 
Start Date: July 2010 
Completion Date: January 2011 
Scope: Complete demolition of a seven 
boiler, three turbine power station. The job also 
includes a complete demolition and removal of 
an exterior coal handling system.

Hanson Aggregates 
Location: Connellsville, Pennsylvania 
Scope: Crush 25,000 tons of limestone into 6" 
minus feed material

Hollow Rock Landfill – Rain Flap 
Location: Akron, Ohio 
Start Date: June 2010 

Completion Date: July 2010 
Scope: Remove cell #1 rain flap and install 
connection pipe for the existing leachate 
system.

Shaw Environmental 
Location: South Charleston, West Virginia 
Scope: Crush 27,000 tons of concrete into 2" 
minus base material

Shoreway Commerce Park 
Location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Start Date: April 2010 
Completion Date: August 2010 
Scope: Complete demolition of several 
single-story and multi-story buildings. Removal 
of foundation walls, miscellaneous sewer 
installation and other utility work. Recycle all 
crushable material on site to use for backfill. 
Import backfill balance and bring site up to 
existing grade.

Ravenna Arsenal Stream Re-route 
Location: Ravenna, Ohio 
Start Date: May 2010 
Completion Date: February 2011 

Scope: Perform a wetlands delineation, 
excavation and construction work to support a 
temporary re-route of the Sand Creek.

Flats Sitework and Building Excavation 
Location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Start Date: August 2010 
Completion Date: May 2012 
Scope: Excavation, cut and fill, utilities 
and street improvements, asphalt pavement, 
concrete pavement, landscaping and temporary 
earth retention wall for the second phase of the 
Flats redevelopment project.

Mad River Power House Demolition 
Location: Springfield, Ohio 
Start Date: May 2010 
Completion Date: November 2010 
Scope: Complete demolition and removal 
of a four boiler, three turbine power station, 
including a complete demolition and removal 
of the exterior coal handling system, a 260' tall 
concrete exhaust stack, basement backfill, and 
site grading and restoration. 

On August 14, 2010, PMP Research 
Foundation will host its 2nd Annual 5k Walk/
Run, 10k Run, and Family Day in Independence 
Public Square (6700 Brecksville Road). The 
event is once again being organized by the 
DiGeronimo and Kurtz family in support of 
Lisa (Kurtz) Luciano of Kurtz Bros., Inc. Lisa, 
sister-in-law to Bobby DiGeronimo, started the 
foundation following her diagnosis with a rare 
cancer known as PMP in November 2007 after 
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the surface drainage and grading and seeding 
the site so it can sit idle until the paving contract. 
Mother Nature made sure we didn’t start the 
season too early by dumping over 50 inches of 
snow on the site in the month of February. With 
the inclement winter weather and the spring 
rains, monitoring, maintaining and keeping 
ahead of the erosion control requirements was 
paramount in protecting the delicate Shenandoah 
River watershed.

Everyone’s efforts are ensuring an efficient project 
that we can all take pride in. Thank you to all 
of those who have contributed to this project 
thus far, including the West Virginia Division 
of Highways, West Virginia Department of 
Environmental Protection, Baker Engineering, 
Operating Engineers-Local 132, Laborers District 
Council- Local 379, sub-contractors, suppliers 
and IX project team members and support staff. 

Our crews are in the closing days of wrapping 
up the West Virginia Route 9 project in Charles 
Town, West Virginia after a great year of high-
production earthmoving on the far eastern tip of 
West Virginia.

The project was for the West Virginia Division 
of Highways and completed a two-mile stretch 
of embankment that will support a four-lane 
highway. The scope included earthwork and 
drainage. The Division of Highways will allow 
a separate project to install pavement at a later 
date. Following this phase, the final section of 
the project before paving will be a 1,200 ft bridge 
across the Shenandoah River and over to the 
Virginia state line.

Much of the mass excavation was completed last 
year with 2.3 million cubic yards coming from 
historic Snyder Hill, and placed for the remainder 
of the embankment stretch. The earthwork 
was completed on double shift with two crews 

operating around the clock to bring the project in 
well before the deadline this November. The crew 
even worked within the sensitive time restrictions 
on a portion of the site that was adjacent to the 
nest of an American Bald Eagle.

Ahern and Associates (now a division of 
Kokosing) was a key partner in this project, as the 
base bid included a precast beam bridge. Ahern 
designed, proposed, and installed a Contech 
pre-cast arch system in place of the bridge. The 
system is a two-piece concrete arch that was 
installed to carry County Road 27 beneath the 
highway. Independence crews then coordinated 
with Ahern to place our embankment material 
over and above the arch to ultimately convey 
the road approximately 80 feet below the future 
road surface. Additionally, this was all done at a 
significant savings to the West Virginia taxpayers.

This seasons’ work consisted of completing the 
embankment over the pre-cast arch, completing 

west Virginia Route 9 Earthwork Contract to the Shenandoah 
River Near Completion
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CURRENT PROJECT

This project consisted of the complete 
demolition of several former truck assembly 
plant buildings and a six-story office building. 
The first building removed was a one-story 
building covering just less than 5 acres. The 
building was comprised of a light steel framing 
roof structure as well as a concrete two-story 
section. Approximately half of the building had 
an eight-foot deep basement beneath it. The 
second building was another one-story building 
with a footprint of about 50,000 square feet; 
this building had to be separated from a shared 
adjacent wall, 210 feet long. The six-story office 

building had a footprint of just more than 20,000 
square feet and was approximately 85 feet tall.

With the project near completion, we anticipate 
to produce about 30,000 cy of recyclable 
material that will be crushed onsite and used 
as backfill. Also included in the scope is the 
installation of 500 feet of 12" storm sewer and 
miscellaneous waterline improvements. The 
project started in early spring and is scheduled 
to be completed late August. The removal 
of these aged buildings will allow for the 
construction of a new road through the area and 
prepare the site for future development. 

Shoreway Commerce Park (Formerly white Motors Plant) Demolition


