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Leo Slansky, Project Manager

Cleveland State’s existing University Center, 
opened in 1974, is soon to be no more. 
Independence Excavating was awarded the 
demolition contract in early 2008 to make way 
for a brand new $55 million student center which 
is scheduled to open in 2010. However, there 
was a large amount of work to be completed 
before demolition work could begin. The doors 
closed for the last time on March 17 to allow 
CSU to move the many offices and university 
departments to their new locations before the 
project began in early April.  

Asbestos abatement, performed by Precision 
Environmental, began on April 7 with salvage 
and interior demolition work proceeding as 
areas were cleared. In addition to work inside the 
building, there were two pedestrian bridges over 
E. 22nd Street to be demolished and two 30-ton 
HVAC units, valued at approximately $250,000 
each, to be salvaged from the roof for future use. 
The units were originally designed to be moved 
in three pieces, but we were able to team up with 
All Erection & Crane Rental, Lifting Gear Hire 
and R.V. Coleman Trucking to safely move each 
HVAC unit (nearly 30’ square and more than 12’ 
tall) in one piece from the building, down Euclid 
Avenue, E. 18th Street and Chester Avenue, and 
into a storage area.  

Cleveland State University — University Center Demolition

Article Continued on Page 5
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Vic DiGeronimo Sr.
On May 31st, we celebrated the long 
awaited opening of the Cornerstone of 
Hope Grieving Center. It was a beautiful 
May evening with many of the generous 
and dedicated people who made this 
project possible in attendance. The 
facility has been the mission of Mark 
and Christi Tripodi, after the loss of 
their 3 year old son in May, 2000. After 
their loss, they were unable to find 
satisfactory counseling. As a result, 
they wanted to make sure that anyone in 
a similar position could have 24-hour 
access to state of the art, full-service 
counseling with professional doctors 
and counselors. While their project 
was designed and financing obtained, 
they operated in  a 4,000 sq. ft. office 
space on Schaaf Rd. To date, more 
than 6,000 people have been served by 
Mark, Christi and their capable staff. 
How rewarding! They have also sent 
counselors to schools when a tragedy 
or other significant loss has occured.
Cornerstone of Hope is located at 5905 
Brecksville Rd., the home that our 
father built in 1950 when he moved our 
family from Cleveland to Independence. 
The “farm” at that time consisted of 16 
acres purchased from Mickey Zuber’s 
grandfather, who lived next door. In the 
'50s, our dad extended Longano Dr. to 
the north, leaving three and a half acres 
for our home, the first construction office 
and equipment repair garage, as featured 
in our 50th anniversary newsletter. In the 
'80s, my mom asked if we could build 
a chapel in one of her rooms similar to 
the one in our home on Hillside Road. 
Norm Casini designed a little chapel, 
and it turned out to be one of her most 

memorable gifts. She spent most of the 
last ten years of her life in the chapel 
praying for us, her eleven brothers and 
sisters and countless others. Her chapel 
still exists in the home and has been 
incorporated into the beautiful new 
Cornerstone facility. The preservation 
of “Mary’s Chapel” was the main reason 
my sisters and brothers encouraged 
Cornerstone to build on the property. Two 
additional properties south of Cornerstone 
were purchased to accommodate parking. 
A big thank you to our neighbor, Mrs. 
Tanski and her family for allowing us to 
incorporate her property as well.

We couldn’t think of a better way to 
honor our parents Serafino and Mary, 
our brother Don and the rest of our 
family than to have the home and 
property used to help those in need. 
The trees removed for construction 
purposes were used for lumber in 
Cornerstone and other construction 
projects. The cherry trees were used to 
make paneling in the main room and 
Mary’s chapel. Other rooms and areas 

include the Petitti Family Prayer Garden 
in the courtyard outside of the chapel, the 
Melvin H. Kurtz gift shop, the Fedeli Family 
Kitchen, National City Bank Conference 
Room, the Lucarelli Family Lobby, and the 
Linda and William Neiheiser Game Room.
I cannot express how grateful I am to Mark 
and Christi Tripodi for undertaking this 
massive project and never looking back. 
Also, thank you to my brother Bob and his 
wife Cindi (Christi’s parents) for their time, 
effort and encouragement for everyone. 
Also, thank you to the entire DiGeronimo 
family team (32 currently on the payroll), 

Grand Opening for a Grand Facility
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for their dedication to the construction process. There are so many 
people and companies that donated time, resources and money 
to make this project a success. The market value of the building 
and property is more than $4 million. Because of the generosity 
of many people and companies, the actual out of pocket expense 
was approximately $1.2 million. Remarkable! Keep in mind that all 
of the money was collected from various fund raising events and 
Cornerstone has no other source of revenue. Listed below are those 
who made this project possible:

Brandon Meyer, Project Manager

In late March, the Route 8/I-271 project re-started 
to achieve critical deadlines at bridge structures 
for prime contractor Beaver Excavating. Work this 
spring and summer includes setting the final row 
of MSE wall top panels at each bridge abutment 
so piling, foundation work, concrete sleeper slabs 
and parapets can be constructed. The final row of 
MSE wall panels were not installed last year due to 
pre-loading fill requirements established by ODOT.  

New MSE wall work will also commence at 
Twinsburg Rd. in conjunction with our earthwork 
operations, placing embankment that will complete 
the grade separation started last year. This 
summer we will continue to perform undercutting 
and placing fills on Route 8 and I-271 as traffic 
phasing permits. As more asphalt paving is placed 
we will also continue to backup pavement, fine 
grade slopes and re-spread topsoil.

ROUTE 8 UPDATE

Doan Pyramid Electric 
Reliance Mechanical 
Angelo Petitti 
Ballast Fence 
Kurtz Brothers, Inc. 

Solar Testing 
Natural Design-Tony Kellers 
All Erection & Crane 
DiGeronimo Companies 
Osborne Concrete  

AfterBefore

We have received many accolades and thank yous from Mark 
& Christi and we appreciate them all. However, as I stated at 
the grand opening, the good Lord gave us the ability to be 
successful, and we were just the stewards put in charge to 
make their magnificent facility a reality. 
 

 Arrivederci! 
 www.cornerstoneofhope.org 
 support@cornerstoneofhope.org

Mack Industries 
Dave VanCuren Clearing 
Kokosing Construction 
Panzica Construction 
Granger Trucking 

Rinello Builders 
Mary Ellen & Umberto Fedeli 
Sam Lucarelli 
National City Bank 
The Rennell Family
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Jeff Salvatore, Project Manager

In early April, First Energy, with engineering 
support from URS Corporation, awarded 
Independence Excavating the construction of a 
new residual waste landfill at the Sammis Plant in 
Stratton, Ohio. This project is only a small portion 
of more than the $1 billion that First Energy has 
committed to upgrade its environmental controls 
system at the Sammis Plant. 

The scope of work includes clearing and 
grubbing of 36 acres, construction and 
maintenance of the storm water preventative 
pollution plan for the site, mass excavation 
and stockpiling of approximately 900,000 
cubic yards of mine spoil, placement of 
approximately 100,000 cubic yards of structural 
fill, construction of a recompacted soil layer 
(RSL) test pad with approximately 50,000 
cubic yards of RSL, purchase and installation 
of approximately 900,000 square feet of 
geosynthetic clay liner, HDPE liner and geo-
composite drainage layer, installation of two 
leachate collection systems including, purchase, 
and installation of over 60,000 tons of protective 

CURRENT PROJECT 

Independence teams up with First Energy — Hollow Rock Facility
cover soil. The work also 
includes construction of a 
permanent sedimentation 
pond, construction of 
temporary and permanent 
haul roads, a leachate force 
main, electrical distribution 
from the leachate force-main 
pumps to a leachate storage 
pond, fencing, gates and 
seeding. 

Work at the site started mid-May and is 
scheduled to be completed prior to the end of 
2008. As of now, the project is on schedule 
and we are getting great feedback from First 
Energy, URS Corporation and the Ohio EPA. 
Based on that feedback, we have been invited 
to provide proposals on several other landfills 
in the southeastern portion of Ohio. Thanks 
to the First Energy team of Greg Brzytwa, Vito 
Dilullo, Jim Brown and Matt Francy, the URS 

Corporation team of Mark Rokoff, Mike Stepic, 
Ron Hager and Nick Golden, as well as our team 
led by Justin Fox, Rob McAteer, Ed Gilbert, Matt 
Gilbert, Dale Scafaro, Todd Hoover, Todd Moyer 
and Brian Young.

Teamwork has been the motto for this project. 
With the names mentioned above, as well as  
DiGeronimo Aggregates, and the DiGeronimo 
family’s commitment we strive to provide quality 
service that is second to none. 
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Brandon Meyer, Project 
Manager

Independence Excavating 
was recently awarded a 
project by ODOT District 
4 to repair a failing em-
bankment slope on I-271 
in the Cuyahoga Valley 
National Park, located 
in Boston Twp. Work 
commenced in early June 
and is expected to finish 
this fall. 

To prevent the loss of the I-271 south bound 
shoulder, Independence will re-stabilize the 
original embankment by hauling off-site 
30,000 cubic yards of unsuitable soil 
and importing 50,000 cubic yards of 
new fill. The method to repair the slide 
consists of placing a counter weight 
berm at the toe of the original slope and 
creating eight benches into the existing 
embankment to lock in the imported 

Pictured from left to right:  John Vance, Tom Janosik, Dennis Bihun, Ron Benedek, Shaun Wise, 
Ben Hampton and Craig Smith.

Demolition of nearly 15,000 cubic 
yards of heavily reinforced concrete 
in the five-story building shell 
has now begun with our CAT 245 
excavator using the Hi-Reach boom 
and pulverizer attachment, along 
with several other large excavators 
in addition to smaller equipment.  
Once the building is brought down to 
grade, everything must be processed 
and hauled off-site so the existing 
foundations can be removed to allow 
for construction of the new building.  
In addition to the demolition work, 
there is more than 15,000 cubic 
yards of on site cut /fill, layback 
and backfill to be completed for the 
site to be brought to the new grades 
and shoring installed for the next 
package of work.  

We have been very fortunate to 
work with an excellent team of 
construction professionals from top 
to bottom on this project, starting 
with Cleveland State University, 
Heery International, and Braun & 
Steidl Architects.  Due to their efforts 
and the outstanding fieldwork of our 
crews and subcontractors, we are 
currently under budget and on pace 
to have the next package of work 
start this fall, on schedule.  

An important goal of the project is to 
salvage or recycle more than 75% 
of all waste and debris generated 
by the work, in compliance with 
the U.S. Green Building Council’s 
LEED program to minimize waste 
sent  to landfills. Each and every 
load leaving the project must be 
tracked, and we are proud to say 
that we are well on our way toward 
salvaging or recycling more than 
90% of all waste!  

L’Oreal crew in Streetsboro celebrates Ron Benedek’s 30th year working for  
Independence Excavating.  Congratulations Ron, we’re lucky to have you!

Cleveland State University… 
continued from front pageODOT I-271  

Slide Repair

material. The design also calls for placing a 
12” aggregate drainage medium with fabric 
and piping on the benches to collect water 
from the original slope. Once the slope is 
reconstructed, a 6” geo-web material will 
be placed on the face to prevent surface 
erosion. Each section of web gets filled with 
an aggregate and topsoil mix to filter surface 
runoff and promote vegetation. Landscaping 
and new shoulder construction completes  
the scope of work for this project.  
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Our spotlight shines upon project 
manager, Larry Hrovat who has been 
working for Independence Excavating for 
27 years.  Larry graduated from Bowling 
Green State University in 1984 with a 
degree in Construction Technology.  He 
has managed projects including Tower 
City Center, Case Western Reserve 
University, Abram Creek and the Central 
De-Icing Facility at Cleveland Hopkins 
International Airport and is currently 
managing Cuyahoga Community 
College’s new Innovation in the Arts 
Center.  Larry has been a great asset 
to Independence and is a tremendous 
representative of the core values the 
DiGeronimo family puts forth.

Larry, and his wife Terri, both adore their 
yellow lab, River.  Larry can often be found 
in the MetroParks running with River or 
kayaking in Lake Erie.

Starting in December, 2007, Larry began 
training to run the 26.2 mile Cleveland 
Rite Aid Marathon held on May 18, 2008.  
He woke up to run at 4:30 a.m. on most 
mornings regardless of rain, sleet or snow, 
and used Hal Higdon’s marathon training 
schedule as his guide.  On off days, he cross 
trained, riding his bike and pumping iron, 
or as Larry would say “getting huge”.  Larry 
crossed the finish line in 4 hours, 9 minutes 
and 9 seconds — way to go Larry!

Congratulations!

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT- LARRY HROVAT

Tri-C Metro Campus — Center for Innovation in the Arts
Larry Hrovat, Project Manager

In September, 2007, Independence 
Excavating was awarded the contract for 
sitework, concrete and elevators for the  
new Cuyahoga Community College Center 
for Innovation in the Arts Building.

Located on the south side of the college on 
Woodland Avenue, the 75,000 square foot 
facility will house Tri-C’s theater, dance, 
performance and recording arts programs. 
The building, designed by Robert P. Madison 
International, will also feature television and 

music studios, music practice rooms, an art 
gallery, general classrooms and office space. 
Space will also be occupied by the Cleveland 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame for a library and 
archiving facility.

Tri-C selected Donley’s Inc. as Construction 
Manager for the project. Our bid package 
includes the structural concrete foundations, 
basement walls up to eighteen feet high, 
basement slab on grade, a one foot thick 
structural concrete slab for the first floor, slab 
on metal deck for the second and third floors, 
roof and penthouse as well as retaining walls 

for the lower level loading dock.  The sitework 
portion of our contract includes site demolition, 
mass excavation and backfill and site utilities. 
Lastly, elevators, dock levelers and loading 
dock lifts are included in our scope of work.

Currently, Independence Excavating has 
substantially completed our scope of work 
and will return in the fall of 2008 to complete 
building backfill and installation of elevators 
and other dock equipment. The building is 
expected to open in fall, 2009. 

➜
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AEP Conesville - Scrap Harvesting
Location: Conesville, Ohio  
Owner: American Electric Power 
Start Date: May 2008 
Completion Date: July 2008 
Scope of work: Cut, prep, load, transport, and  
market 400 gross tons of scrap steel.

Allegheny Power Transmission Spill 
Containment
Location: Pennsylvania, West Virginia 
 and Maryland 
Owner: Allegheny Power 
Start Date: April 2008 
Completion Date: January 2009  
Scope of work: Mobile crews will be traveling 
 to 48 power substations to install containment  
dikes around equipment.  

ArcelorMittal – Cleveland EAF 
Demolition
Location: Cleveland, Ohio   
Owner: ArcelorMittal - Cleveland 
Start Date: June 2008 
Completion Date: October 2008  
Scope of work: Razing of two blast furnaces, 
clarifiers, blast furnace water treatment plant, a steel 
producing outdoor crane way, electric arc furnace 
shop, electric arc furnace precipitator, electric arc 
furnace bag house and 7 open hearth smoke stacks. 
This project will generate approximately 11,000 
gross tons of recyclable steel that Mittal will retain for 
recycling at their B.O.P. Shop. 

Bellfaire Building 
Location: Shaker Heights, Ohio 
Start Date: July 2008 
Completion Date: August 2008 
Scope of work: Complete demolition of a 
concrete structure including removal of slab and 
all foundations. Excavated basement area will be 
backfilled per required compaction specifications.

Cleveland Clinic Foundation -  
E. 89th Street Road Widening  
and Site Concrete
Location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Owner: Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
Start Date: April 2008 
Completion Date: October 2008  
Scope of work: Site demolition, excavation, utilities, 
paving, signals, and signage for a road way widening. 

Columbus Defense Supply Center
Location: Columbus, Ohio 
Owner: Columbus Defense Supply Center  
Start Date: July 2008 
Completion Date: August 2008  
Scope of work: Complete building demolition, 
trucking, disposal of all steel, concrete, asphalt, 
and construction debris. 

Flats East Bank CSO
Location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Owner: The Wolstein Group 
Start Date: June 2008 
Completion Date: March 2009  
Scope of work: Re-configuration of the 
combined sewer outfall in the Flats.  Project 
includes removal and installation of various 
storm and sanitary sewers, installation of new 
sewers, boring under RTA tracks, cast in-place 
structures, installation of several regulators and 
a 45’ deep pump station that outputs 8 million 
gallons per day for the revitalization  
of the Flats.

Granger Road Building 
Demolition
Location: Independence, Ohio  
Start Date: June 2008 
Completion Date: August 2008 
Scope of work: Complete demolition of a steel 
and brick warehouse structure and removal of 
slab, basement foundations and asphalt parking 
surfaces currently surrounding the building.   
Entire excavated area will be backfilled 
returning the area back to existing grade.  We 
are contributing to the West Creek Confluence 
stream restoration project; a project created to 
return Ohio’s waterways back to their natural 
state.

Hollow Rock – Landfill Phase 1 
Location: Knox Township, Stratton Ohio  
Owner: First Energy Corporation 
Start Date: April 2008 
Completion Date: December 2008  
Scope of work: Construction of new 
infrastructure and two landfill cells at a new 
residual waste facility for First Energy at the 
Sammis Plant. Work includes mass excavation, 
structural fill, clay placement, geo-synthetics, e 
and s controls, electrical, and fencing.

ODOT 553 – Geauga County Ditch 
Cleaning
Location: Geauga County, Ohio 
Owner: ODOT 
Start Date: May 2008 
Completion Date: September 2008  
Scope of work: 53,000 linear feet of ditch cleaning, 
inlet / pipe cleanout & re-seeding.

ODOT 013 – I-271 Slide Repair 
Location: Boston Township, Ohio 
Owner: ODOT 
Start Date: May 2008 
Completion Date: September 2008  
Scope of work: 30,000 cubic yards of excavation 
offsite, 50,000 cubic yards import embankment, 
10,000 square yards of geo web, 7,500 cubic yards 
of #57 aggregate drainage mat, 9,500 linear feet 
slope drainage, seeding & landscaping.  

Somerset Coal
Location: Somerset, PA 
Owner: CJ Betters 
Start Date: April 2008 
Completion Date: July 2008  
Scope of work: Demolition of a 9 story steel coal 
washing facility including the removal of 2,500 tons 
of steel that was processed and delivered to Wheeling 
Pittsburgh Steel.  

University Hospital – Pavilion Bridge 
Demo
Location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Owner: University Hospital 
Start Date: April 2008 
Project Completed. 
Scope of work: Demolition of an overhead 
pedestrian bridge 30 feet above ground. The 60 foot 
bridge connected two medical facilities which were 
required to remain operational throughout the project. 
The demolition required manual separation from 
each building while structural support members were 
dismantled one at a time by hand.

Wall Street Recycling
Location: Youngstown, Ohio 
Owner: Grearmar Properties 
Start Date: June 2008 
Completion Date: July 2008  
Scope of work: Complete demolition of a 43,000 
sq foot steel structure down to the concrete slab.  
The project also includes 450 linear feet of physical 
detachment from the existing structure which will 
remain operational following completion.

NEW PROJECTS 
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Allied Corp. 
W. 3rd Street, Cleveland, Ohio 
25,000 tons of 1½” minus RAP material

Allied Corp. 
Bedford Hts., Ohio 
25,000 tons of 1½” minus RAP material

Boyas Excavating 
Valley View, Ohio 
75,000 tons of concrete crushing

Carr Bros. 
Bedford, Ohio 
15,000 tons of #1’s & #2’s and #304 base 
material

Central States Aggregates 
Zephyrhills, Florida 
25,000 tons of rip-rap limerock

Diamond "B" Construction 
Glenmora, Louisiana 
38,000 tons of base material

DiGeronimo Aggregates, LLC 
Independence, Ohio 
300,000 tons of 2” minus shale crushing

Golden Isles Wood Products 
Brunswick, Georgia 
20,000 tons of base material

I-75 / Archer-Western 
Macon, Georgia 
91,000 tons of 2” minus concrete crushing

Independence Facility 
Independence, Ohio 
100,000 tons of ODOT #304 base material

Jacksonville Facility 
Jacksonville, Florida 
50,000 tons of 2” minus base material

John Carlo, Inc. 
Tampa Airport, Florida 
30,000 tons of concrete crushing into base 
material

Lafarge-North America 
Cave in Rock, Illinois 
400,000 tons of limestone crushing into various 
stones

Lakeland Facility 
Lakeland, Florida 
50,000 tons of 2” minus base material

Lane Construction / I-20 
Augusta, Georgia 
45,000 tons of base material

Mountaineer Quarry 
Newell, West Virginia 
150,000 tons of sand and gravel crushing

Nationwide Demolition 
Mt. Carmel, Illinois 
100,000 tons of concrete crushing into base material

Orlando Facility 
Orlando, Florida 
200,000 tons of stone and base material  

Owens Corning/Cultured Stone 
Chester, South Carolina 
Crushing of specialty lightweight concrete

Punta Gorda Facility 
Punta Gorda, Florida 
50,000 tons of 2” minus base material    

Stein/I.S.G. Slag Crushing 
ISG Mill, Cleveland, Ohio 
600,000 tons of slag crushed into #57, #8 and  
#10 stone

Tampa Facility 
Tampa, Florida 
50,000 tons of 2” minus base material

M.K. Taylor Construction

Hampton, Virginia 
75,000 tons of 3” x 1½” concrete and 1½” minus 
concrete subbase

Valley View Facility 
Valley View, Ohio 
150,000 tons of #1’s and #2’s and #304 base material 

CRUSHING PROJECTS

© Declaration of Independence
2008 Independence Excavating Inc.

Editor: Stacey Bernas

Comments and suggestions can be submitted by letter to:

Independence Excavating Inc.
5720 Schaaf Road
Independence, Ohio 44131
www.indexc.com
An equal opportunity employer

Kate McPherson, Training Coordinator

It’s been a busy couple of months for 
training at Independence since the last 
edition of the newsletter! At the end 
of April and through May, the Safety 
Department and I conducted mandatory 
Substance Abuse Training for all office 
employees. Over the course of three 

weeks, Tom Steblinski and I facilitated 
nine mandatory Substance Abuse 
classes to comply with State Drug-Free 
Workplace regulations.  The attendees 
learned about everything from why it 
is important to have a workplace free 
of drugs and alcohol to the long term 
affects of using certain types of drugs. 

TRAINING UPDATE

Harmony at Home 
= Productivity at 
Work Part 2:

Kathy Dawson will be 
back for her second 

installment of relationship advice and 
helpful hints. Her first Harmony at Home = 
Productivity at Work was a great success! 

She is a frequent guest on television talk 
shows and has written a weekly marriage/
relationship column called Side By Side 
in the Family section of Cleveland’s Plain 
Dealer. Kathy has also been featured in 
national publications such as Family Circle 
magazine and Women’s World.  Her class 
has been scheduled for Tuesday, July 22nd 

2008 at noon in the IX Training Room. 
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