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At the blast of an air horn on April 9, 
Independence Excavating’s demolition 
crews started to take a bite out of the 
former Ameritrust Complex in order to 
make way for the new Cuyahoga County 
Headquarters building that is scheduled 
to open its doors in July 2014. Known 
as the Prospect and Huron, or “P & H” 
buildings, Independence Excavating 
is proud to team up with its sister 
company, Precision Environmental, and 
the project Owner, Geis Companies, to 
complete yet another high profile, turn-
key demolition and abatement project in 
downtown Cleveland.

Precision has completed the abatement 
work, and the new construction is 

scheduled to begin immediately 
following the demolition. This project 
has a very tight schedule on an even 
tighter footprint. The five- and six-story 
joint building complex is approximately 
185,000 SF and is expected to produce 
approximately 12,000 CY of debris that 
will be required to be hauled off site. 
All debris will be sent to Kurtz Brothers’ 
LEED certified landfill to maintain the 
highest possible recycling percentage as 
a green initiative effort that will continue 
throughout the new construction. In 
addition to the primary demolition, 
Independence Excavating will be 
working with Precision Environmental 
and Geis Companies to complete the 

required mass backfill, and potentially 
some additional shoring in preparation 
for the new building’s foundation 
installation work. 

Independence Excavating Teams with Precision Environmental to 
Make Way for the New Cuyahoga County Headquarters Building
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Sears presented “Safety Madness!” 
Utilizing the training employees received 
as the foundation for questions, a 
representative from each table was 
invited to play for their team and win 
prizes. Buzzer, lights, cheers and a 
little competitiveness filled the room 
as employees buzzed in to answer 
questions. Congratulations to our 
winners Kevin Lemons of Precision and 
Leo Slansky of Independence Excavating 
who displayed their knowledge of safety 
by becoming finalists in the Safety 
Madness Trivia Game.

Showcasing the most current safety 
products and celebrating with us once 
again were our partners in safety 
from Baker Technologies, Airgas and 
Industrial Safety Products. We cannot 
thank them enough for their continued 
support and willingness to lend their 
expertise to whatever situation arises.

The DiGeronimo family, along with the 
Safety and Risk Management teams, 
thank all of you for your hard work and 
dedication that you bring every day. 
Stay safe! 

Saturday, March 2, marked the 
DiGeronimo Companies 7th Annual 
Safety Day Breakfast.

Vic DiGeronimo, Jr. began by welcoming 
all attendees and thanking them for an 
extraordinary year in safety with NO LOST 
TIME INCIDENTS! Resounding cheers 
and a round of applause was shared 
by all. The dedication of our employees 
along with strong leadership of the Safety 
Team was credited for this outstanding 
feat! He reminded us that safety is much 
more than a core value — it also is a 
condition of employment with the goal 
to get you home safely at the end of the 
work day. Looking out for ourselves and 
each other makes for an auspicious 
team with safety as its priority always.

Safety Director, Tom Steblinski, 
also commended everyone for the 
tremendous accomplishment of no 
lost time incidents and thanked all for 
their outstanding perseverance and 
dedication. You could not help but notice 
the pride that beamed in the room.

Joe DiGeronimo spoke on behalf of 
Precision Environmental and ProCut. 
He also underscored the importance of 
teamwork and everyone’s commitment 
to working safely. Utilizing training as 
its foundation, Joe stated that over 
3,000 man hours have been dedicated 
to training in just the first two months 
of 2013.

Rob DiGeronimo discussed our 
impressive safety statistics and echoed 
Vic Jr.’s sentiments that we would not be 
able to do what we do, and offer such a 
wide range of services if it was not for 
our commitment to safety.

Using March Madness as the backdrop 
for the interactive portion of our 
program, Frank Berzansky and Eric 

Congratulations 
Eddie Wilk!
Bobby digeronimo

Woody Hayes often stated, “You win 
with people!” Contractors would surely 
agree. We are as good as the people we 
surround ourselves with. Eddie Wilk is 
one of the finest our company has had 
the good fortune to come our way.

Many years ago, I was asked why I 
preferred to have Eddie manage our 
downtown projects, my reply, “Do you see 
anyone other than Michael Jordan taking 
the last shot for the Chicago Bulls?”

Our entire family has the utmost respect 
for Eddie’s leadership, loyalty and 
integrity. I want to thank Eddie for all the 
great years of service to our company. 
I would hope he would not get too 
comfortable in retirement. We will need 
his expertise on future contracts.

I also want to thank both Helen and 
Eddie for raising two wonderful sons who 
are a huge part of the success of our 
demolition services.

God bless you always, Eddie!

RETIREMENT NEWSDiGeronimo Companies Host 7th Annual 
Safety Day Breakfast
Kellie tallentire 
risk management Coordinator

on friday, 
march 22, the 
DiGeronimo 
family hosted a 
surprise gathering 
at Lucky’s Cafe 
in Tremont to 
celebrate Eddie 
Wilk’s retirement 
after 47 years with 
Independence 
Excavating.

pictured from left to right: Tony and Bobby 
DiGeronimo, Eddie Wilk and Vic DiGeronimo Sr.
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With our continued success and 
growth of our Pittsburgh division, 
we held our first annual Pittsburgh 
Safety Day Breakfast on March 9, at 
the DoubleTree Hotel in Green Tree, 
Pennsylvania. Over 50 of our loyal and 
dedicated Pittsburgh team members 
were in attendance, many of whom just 
finished working the night shift a few 
hours before.

Tom Steblinski began by thanking our 
employees, for yet another year, with 
no lost time injuries! He continued to 
stress the importance of working safe 
at all times, reminding everyone that 
“safety is not an addition to your job, 
but part of your job.”

General Manager, Justin Fox, shared 
an excerpt from a business article that 
talked about keeping business simple in 
order to succeed. The article stated, “Get 
the work, do the work well and safe, and 
get paid for the work.” He emphasized 
the importance of team commitment, 
and said Independence Excavating will 

Independence Excavating Holds First Annual  
Pittsburgh Safety Day Breakfast
Victoria Scafaro, Safety Coordinator

pictured left to right: Matt Beale, Jeff Ordoff and Ron Shuffstall, AKA “Little Buddy”, play DiGCo Safety 
Madness led by Safety Coordinator, Victoria Scafaro.

Squirrel Hill Tunnel - Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

not put “getting the work done” before 
“getting the work done safely.”

We also held an interactive 
portion called “Safety Madness”. 
Congratulations to our winners, Matt 

Beale and Jeff Orndoff, for sharing their 
safety knowledge with us!

We look forward to another safe and 
successful year! 

CURRENT PROJECT
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infrastructure to operate the building 
through construction and after opening. 
The utility installation is also through 
the pyritic soils and across the entire 
site, requiring close coordination with 
structural and follow-on trades.

We are very happy that our Pittsburgh 
branch landed this opportunity to work 
with Astorino, Oxford and Highmark. 
We look forward to completing our work 
and setting the pace for a successful 
project. We greatly appreciate the hard 
work and dedication of our crews, 
field management, support staff, key 
subcontractors and suppliers. 

This winter’s work in the Pittsburgh 
region brought a new site development 
project in the construction of the 
Wexford Medical Mall. The new medical 
facility will be state-of-the-art and 
a new asset to the Wexford region, 
located Northwest of Pittsburgh near 
the intersection of I-76 and I-79. 
Independence Excavating was selected 
for the earthwork contract by Astorino 
Development, partnering with Oxford 
Development and Highmark Medical for 
the project.

The first challenge of this project was 
the timing. With an aggressive start to 
the project, Astorino needed a building 
pad in March 2013 to start structural 
foundations.We worked through the 
winter elements and wet conditions to 
present the table-top stone pad one 
week ahead of schedule.

The second challenge to this 
project was the fact that all material 
excavated required to be hauled off-
site. Working diligently with local 
officials, erosion control inspectors, 
owners’ representatives and our 
trucking partners, our field managers 
orchestrated a clock-work operation to 
export round after round of soil through 
the snow. The next challenge was on 
the dump end, requiring management 
of multiple receiving facilities and 
haul routes to get the dirt safely and 
efficiently to its final resting place.

Another obstacle on the site that was 
included in our contract called for the 
remediation of Pyrite concerns beneath 

the building pad. For this work, our 
crews installed a series of protection 
measures, including clay capping for 
portions of the building, encapsulation 
of utilities, and undercut and protection 
of the future structure from the 
underlying pyritic soils and rock. All of 
this work was required to be integrated 
with the earthwork operations in order 
to have the remediation completed with 
the completion of the building pad.

As the weather broke this spring, our 
crews started a second package for 
the Astorino team. We were awarded 
the site utility package to provide the 

Independence Excavating Awarded Earthwork and Utilities 
Contract for New State-of-the-art Medical Mall Facility
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Marwell Speedway Pond  
Location: Twinsburg, Ohio 
Start date: March 2013 
Completion date: April 2013 
Scope of work: Clearing, excavation, storm 
sewer, concrete walks and seeding.

Crocker Park – Phase III 
Location: Westlake, Ohio 
Start date: March 2013 
Completion date: March 2013 
Scope of work: Clearing for future 
development at Crocker Park.

Infiniti of Akron 
Location: Akron, Ohio 
Start date: March 2013 
Completion date: October 2013 
Scope of work: Demolition of two residential 
structures and complete site development, 
including utility connections and storm 
sewer for new building construction.

Carrie Furnace Redevelopment Eastern 
Phase II 
Location: Rankin, Pennsylvania 
Start date: February 2013 
Completion date: August 2013 
Scope of work: 91,000 CY of import, 
sanitary with eight manholes, and 
installation of a GCL-lined storm water 
detention pond.

Armstrong Junior/Senior High School 
Location: Kittanning, Pennsylvania 
Start date: April 2013 
Completion date: May 2015 
Scope of work: Compete site development 
for new high school, including clearing, 
SWPP, mass excavation, stone base for 
pavement, asphalt paving, water, storm and 
sanitary, new sanitary pump station, fencing 
and landscape. 

13th Street Widening and Signal 
Installation 
Location: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Start date: March 2013 
Completion date: July 2013 
Scope of work: Erosion and sediment 
controls, signage, paving, concrete curbs 
and sidewalks, street lighting, traffic signal 
and pavement markings, clean-up and site 
restoration.

JB James Construction - Crushing 
Location: Shreveport, Louisiana 
Start date: April 2013 
Completion date: May 2013 
Scope of work: Crushing 40,000 tons of 
concrete into 1 ½" minus materials.

NEW PROJECTS
Fort Mitchell Hotel Demolition 
Location: Fort Mitchell, Kentucky 
Start date: February 2013 
Completion date: May 2013 
Scope of work: Complete demolition of 
former USA hotel, including abatement, 
removal of foundations, hardscape, 
utilities/sewer, residuals, bulbs, ballasts 
and backfill.

Prospect & Huron Building Demolition 
Location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Start date: April 2013 
Completion date: June 2013 
Scope of work: Complete demolition, 
including utility disconnects, partial 
basement backfill and removal down to 
grade of the Prospect & Huron building to 
make way for the new Cuyahoga County 
headquarters building.

NASA B31 Reservoir Demolition 
Location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Start date: March 2013 
Completion date: March 2013 
Scope of work: Removal of asphalt parking 
area, buried reservoir, backfill with site 
materials and grout utility lines.

Cortland Water Tanks Demolition 
Location: Cortland, Ohio 
Start date: April 2013 
Completion date: May 2013 
Scope of work: Removal of three  
water tanks.

University Hospitals S59 Parking 
Garage Demolition 
Location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Start date: April 2013 
Completion date: May 2013 
Scope of work: Complete structural 
demolition of multi-story parking garage, 
including demolition of pedestrian bridge, 
removal of caissons, backfill. 100% of 
structure and contents to be recycled.

Shelby Flour Mill Demolition 
Location: Shelby, Ohio 
Start date: April 2013 
Completion date: May 2013 
Scope of work: Complete demolition, 
including abatement of former flour mill and 
removal of slab/foundations.

Giddings Road House Demolition 
Location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Start date: April 2013 
Completion date: April 2013 
Scope of work: Demolition of 4-story 
multi-family house per City of Cleveland 
emergency order and backfill.

Monessen Coke Plant Demolition 
Location: Monessen, Pennsylvania 
Start date: March 2013 
Completion date: June 2013 
Scope of work: Cut and pick cooling tower 
with water jet cutting. Demolition of wet 
surface air coolers, quench towers and 
screening plant, and rail and ties.

Honda AEP Expansion 
Location: Anna, Ohio 
Start date: February 2013 
Completion date: December 2013 
Scope of work: Selective demolition and 
building separation on existing plant.

The Foundry – Old Mill Demolition 
Location: Washington, Pennsylvania 
Start date: April 2013 
Completion date: November 2013 
Scope of work: Site demolition and 
earthwork of existing facility including 
asphalt and retaining wall demolition, 
earthwork, new storm sewer drainage, 
wetland mitigation and erosion control.

OMYA, Inc. Crushing 
Location: Sylacauga, Alabama 
Start date: April 2013 
Completion date: July 2013 
Scope of work: Crushing approximately 
100,000 tons of limestone and marble into 
industrial sized raw material.

Brunswick Clinic Emergency Expansion 
Location: Brunswick, Ohio 
Start date: May 2013 
Completion date: May 2014 
Scope of work: Site development for an 
emergency department expansion for 
the existing Cleveland Clinic in Brunswick 
including clearing, grading, utilities, paving 
and erosion control.

Avtex Fibers WWTP Demolition 
Location: Front Royal, Virginia 
Start date: April 2013 
Completion date: August 2013 
Scope of work: Complete demolition and 
removal down to grade of the remaining 
concrete and steel structures at the former 
waste water treatment plant including 
asbestos abatement and breaking up and 
leaving all below grade concrete in place.
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In late September 2012, University 
of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC) 
awarded Independence Excavating 
a water modification project at the 
Northwest Sugarcreek Station Facility 
in Sugarcreek, Pennsylvania. At first 
glance, the project seemed pretty 
straight forward but there were many 
hurdles that faced the project team. The 
existing system was in extreme disrepair 
and needed replaced. Currently, that 
system utilized dual 175 GPM well 
pumps, which pumped gas chlorinated 
water into an archaic 95,000-gallon 
concrete cistern high in the hills. From 
there, gravity would take over and the 
cistern would supply the 150-foot-tall 
(75,000-gallon) onsite steel water 
tower with both fire suppression and 
potable water for Sugar Valley Lodge and 
Sugarcreek Station.

The new system will be comprised 
of a 116,000-gallon, cast-in-place, 
concrete tank, a retro-fitted well pump 
building, and a new control building, 
complete with instrumentation and 
water chlorination equipment. The 
instrumentation housed in both the 
well and control buildings will give 
the operator of the facility real-time 
information and performance data via 
the radio controlled SCADA system. The 
new construction had to be complete 
before any demolition of the existing 
system could occur.

The project began during warm and 
sunny September and October weather, 
which soon turned into a rainy, cold and 
muddy mess, but we are accustomed to 
this. The first major tasks were getting 
the concrete tank poured out, installing 
the high performance coating, and 
leak-testing the tank. During that same 
time frame, we were constructing the 
control building and installing the dual 
12" water mains. An integral part of the 
project was the new underground pipe 

vault, which housed many of the control 
components needed for the system to 
work remotely and automatically. The 
electrical and mechanical equipment in 
both the vault and buildings were the 
last piece of the puzzle in getting the 
system fully operational.

After the system was operating as 
intended, we could start planning 
and preparing for the demolition of 
the existing system, most notably the 

150-foot-tall water tower. The tower sat 
adjacent to both Sugar Valley Lodge 
and Sugarcreek Station. After careful 
planning and coordination with both 
facilities, we were able to successfully 
drop the tower into the farm field located 
on the property. We would like to thank 
UPMC, NIRA Engineers and Keystone 
Electric for helping deliver another 
successful project. 

Water System Upgrade at UPMC
COMPlETED PROJECT

VIDEO

Watch a live Video of the  
150-foot-tall Water Tower Drop

Careful planning and coordination 
was needed to successfully drop the 
150-foot-tall water tower, which was 
adjacent to both the Sugar Valley Lodge 
and the Sugercreek station.

Scan the QR code with 
your smart phone or 
type the link below in 
your browser to watch 
the live video.

www.indexc.com/News/Story/university-of-pittsburgh-medical-Center-upgrades-Water-System-in
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the start of this project. We anticipate 
approximately a 3-month duration 
to complete this work ahead of the 
project schedule. 

allow demolition. In all, the tight work 
areas, fast-paced schedule and precise 
coordination with other work onsite has 
created many challenges throughout 

In early March, Independence Excavating 
began work at the ArcelorMittal coke 
plant located in Monessen, Pennsylvania. 
This project is part of a larger project to 
upgrade some of the major components 
of the coal and coke handling equipment 
process and by-product processing 
equipment. Our scope includes complete 
removal and excavation of the coke hot 
car rail track, complete demolition of 
the coke quench tower and screening 
station, and process cooling and storage 
equipment.

Much of the work will be completed 
in extremely tight areas within and 
directly adjacent to other equipment 
and piping that is to remain. Our high 
reach excavator will be used to remove 
the screening station and quench tower 
as both structures are approximately 60' 
tall and adjacent to piping and storage 
tanks that will be used once the plant 
upgrades are complete.

Several steel walled tanks, which are 
associated with the plant’s cooling 
systems, are to be removed by means 
of cutting and picking with a 350 ton 
hydraulic truck crane. These tanks 
are about 80' tall and completely 
surrounded by process piping that is to 
remain, which creates many challenges 
when accessing the work. Some of the 
picks will be in excess of 80,000 lbs  
and are located in an area where the 
crane must sit 60' off center. Tight 
working quarters and many engineering 
obstacles have to be overcome to 
remove these tanks.

Working in conjunction with several 
contractors onsite, the project has 
to be closely coordinated with piping 
removals and re-routes in order to 

Independence Excavating Performs 
Challenging Demolition for ArcelorMittal
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