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Chairman’S MESSAGE

Tuscan Bedstone: More Than Mulch

Vic DiGeronimo Sr.

In August 2009, DiGeronimo Aggregates’
management and sales team began a series
of meetings to rebrand their decorative
landscape product. Tuscan Bedstone is the
newest residential, commercial and municipal
beautification product designed to enhance bed
lines and decorative edgings. The product moves
away from traditional mulch applications where it
must be put down year after year. One application
of Tuscan Bedstone will last season after season.

If you noticed, my message is now the
Chairman’s Message instead of the President’s
Message. I am pleased and proud to say that
Vic Jr. is now the President of Independence
Excavating. Although, our change of positions
and those of the other officers, including Rick
and Rob as Vice Presidents took place last
July, we held off on the announcement because
the September issue was dedicated to the
heartbreaking death of my brother Rich.
I am very confident with Vic Jr. as President, and
know that with all the family members involved
in the company, we have a great team in place to
carry it on for generations to come.

As President, Vic Jr. will have the responsibility
of all the banking, bonding, and the oversight
of all aspects of the company. All of this is, of
course, with the support of his very talented
family members and the other great managers
we have in place. In addition, he will continue
his oversight in recycling, fabricating, Indy
Equipment Rental & Supply, real estate,
DiGeronimo Aggregates, Valley Laser Wash and
Indy Care. I continuously compliment him for
his abilities and time management. I am looking
forward to continue in whatever capacity he and
the rest of the family want me to.

By the time you read this, I will have attained the
age of 70. I am not planning to retire and I will
continue to help out wherever I can to look for
new and better ways of doing things and being as
innovative as possible.
I am extremely excited about the future, and of
the young, ambitious, and high character team
we have in place. I thank God for this everyday!
Arrivederci!

DiGeronimo Companies Host their Fourth Annual Safety Day Event
Kellie Tallentire, Risk Management Coordinator
The Fourth Annual “Safety Day” breakfast was
held on Saturday, March 13, 2010, providing the
opportunity to recognize and thank employees
for their continued focus and commitment to
working safely — day in and day out.

The DiGeronimo family, along with the Safety
and Risk Management teams would like to
thank every employee for staying safe. The goal

Tuscan Bedstone decorative ground cover comes
in a natural earth tone color that blends in with its
surroundings and provides a perfect background
for shrubbery, flower beds or walkways.
Landscapers, commercial property owners,
municipalities and residents can use Tuscan
Bedstone as a great alternative to mulch. As an
all natural, eco-friendly expanded shale product,
its lightweight structure will retain moisture,
protect root structures, and will maintain its
natural color.
In January 2010, a marketing brochure and
introductory letter was mailed to landscape
supply centers, landscaping companies,
nurseries and garden centers in the region from a

list compiled since September 2009. Customers
soon began calling requesting product samples,
pricing and shipping information. In February
2010, Petitti’s Garden Center was gracious
enough to incorporate the Tuscan Bedstone
products as part of their display at the Cleveland
Home & Garden Show.
Everyone at DiGeronimo Aggregates is ready
to serve our landscape customers. As we move
forward to 2011 and beyond, we will be looking
to expand our distribution base outside the
Great Lakes region and the large box stores
across the area. For more information on
Tuscan Bedstone products, please visit us at
www.tuscanbedstone.com or call
888-593-0395.
DiGeronimo Aggregates is pleased to announce
that the 2010 ESCSI (Expanded Shale, Clay and
Slate Institute) mid-year meeting will be held
May 17 through May 21, 2010 at the Radisson
Hotel Cleveland-Gateway. The purpose of this
meeting is to gather the industry leaders and
key personnel to discuss the latest production,
technical, sales and marketing techniques that
help benefit the entire industry.

One of the highlights of this meeting will be a
tour of DiGeronimo Aggregates’ Haydite Plant
by approximately 50 members of the ESCSI
who will be visiting from all over the country.
There is always a high level of interest in seeing
the facilities of other producers. Following the
tour will be a round table technical discussion
between plant personnel. This often results in
more cost-effective ways to produce our material
and leads to significant cost savings.
Finally, a safety awards banquet will be held
at Sammy’s in the Flats where DiGeronimo
Aggregates will be recognized as the leader
in safety along with other outstanding safetyconscious ESCS producers. DiGeronimo
Aggregates ended 2009 with ZERO recordable
accidents and over 7 years without a
Lost-Time-Accident.

remains the same — at the end of the day, we
want you to go home in the same safe condition
that you arrived to work.

Strong participation and attendance of
management and employees is the key factor
to our successful safety program. This year, we
took a more interactive approach to the event.
We asked attendees to participate by helping us
name the top ten risks we face on a daily basis,
and briefly discussing those risks and ways to
prevent them.
In order to provide attendees with a hands-on
approach to the most current safety products, we
had Industrial Safety Products, AirGas and Baker
Midwest present at the event.
Safety is a core value of DiGeronimo Companies
and at the forefront of everything we do. This
message was evident as Tony, Vito and Rick
DiGeronimo each spoke of how critical it is
to work together and look out for each other
and that safety is everyone’s responsibility.
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to us a rough timeline of how the old town must
have been built. The crews are working very
diligently and safely to maximize our production,
but minimize the damage to existing utilities.
This remains our biggest challenge.

Featured Project

Blairsville Sanitary Sewer Separation — Our New Market,
and a Fantastic Challenge
Because Blairsville is not “fighting the clock”,
as part of the contract we performed an initial
“test pitting phase”. On a typical sewer job, the
entire system is 100% designed when we get
to the site and start installing. Invariably there
are numerous issues because previous as-built
sewer systems are incorrect, manhole inverts
haven’t been verified, or there just isn’t enough
time to do the proper homework. These types
of issues always end up costing the owner, the
engineer and ultimately us. In this case, as part of
the contract, we were paid to go through the town
and perform approximately 300 test pits, where
we core drilled the asphalt and used the process
of hydro excavation to locate all types of utilities.
This allowed the engineers to verify both location
and elevation of a lot of the existing utilities.
From that point, through a vigorous series of
design meetings, we collectively developed a
final design. This is a perfect example of all stake
holders in the project working as a team to reach
the ultimate goal as quickly and in the most cost
effective way as possible. A big thank you to the
officials at the Borough of Blairsville, Bankson
Engineers, and Garvin Engineers for your “team
first” attitude.

Approximately 30 miles east of Pittsburgh, nestled
along a sweeping bend in the Conemaugh River
in Indiana County, Pennsylvania is the quaint
and historic town of Blairsville. Blairsville is a
picturesque borough with only a few stoplights and
a nice town square made up of shops and quiet
restaurants. The friendly residents live in close-knit
neighborhoods where the space between driveways
is small, but the sense of community is large.
Beneath the community’s streets, is an antiquated
deteriorating combination storm and sanitary
sewer that overflows into the aforementioned river
after extreme precipitation events. This is where
Independence Excavating comes in.
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In late 2009, we were awarded an approximate
5.5 million dollar contract from the Borough of
Blairsville to separate their storm and sanitary
systems. The job was publicly bid, and we were
very excited to be awarded this job. Blairsville,
like many towns scattered across the land, will
have to separate their sewer systems due to a
mandate by the EPA. More and more of these
jobs will be performed, but due to the foresight
of the town’s leaders, engineers and citizens,
they are ahead of the pack. This has allowed the
town a longer time to design and get a project
underway than if regulatory agencies were
putting pressure on them.

The final design and scope translates into a very
nice sewer project for our company. Included in
our scope is 27,000 LF of new sanitary sewer
installation ranging from 6' to 21' in depth and
160 sanitary manholes of varying depths, 3,500
LF of storm sewer and 35 new inlets. Countless
new wye connections to all the existing homes
and businesses in the town are ancillary to the
installation of these main lines. We will also
install over 100,000 tons of 57 and 2A limestone
material back into the ditch, so that the new
pavement will hold up over time. Other activities
that we will perform over the next several months
include: cut and cap existing utilities, sidewalk
removal and replacement, new curb, testing
and camera imaging of the new lines, pavement
repair, and landscape and restoration.
Some of the more difficult runs of pipe will be
installed under PennDot owned streets that run
through Blairsville. These runs will be especially
challenging because of the maintenance of
traffic and ensuring the safety of our crews and
the public. We also have a very difficult run

In order to meet the aforementioned scope and
challenges of the job, we will implement two
mainline sewer crews and a third lateral crew.
Also on site are several flaggers and a few
“floaters” who handle the daily maintenance of
our waste area, fueling and greasing, and overall
job cleanliness. We expect peak manpower to be
around 30 people. A special thank you goes out
to the crews who will ultimately be the ones who
get this job done. Thus far your effort, teamwork
and diligence has been exemplary.

that passes under an 11' 9" tall railroad bridge,
which will greatly limit the maneuverability
of our equipment. Other challenges that face
our crew’s day in and day out are simply all of
the unknowns. As we dig through this historic

town to complete all of this new work, we are
uncovering more water lines, gas lines, and
sewer connections than anyone knew existed. As
our excavators slice through the ground, every
new cut is like opening a time capsule, revealing

We are all very excited about this job as it is
another opportunity for our company to perform
a very challenging job in our new permanent
market of Pittsburgh. We are working hard every
day to do this job “locally”, buying from local
vendors and subcontractors and acting like we
aren’t just here for a short summer visit — rather
we are here to stay.

DiGeronimo Companies Blood Drive
Once again the DiGeronimo Companies stepped
up to fill a need in the local community.

way home from work to help make this a success.
Another blood drive will be scheduled for this

summer, so please consider donating when you
get the call.

Recent weather factors had created a blood
emergency within the American Red Cross, and
the drive held at the Precision Environmental
facility on February 25, yielded a whopping 33
pints to help with an ever dwindling supply.
Employees from all of the DiGeronimo
Companies came together on a snowy afternoon
to donate after the local Red Cross office called
to inform us of two blood drives that had been
cancelled. Office and field staff stepped up and
made this the most successful drive to date for
the companies. Our initial goal of 30 participants
was surpassed when we had 36 possible donors
register. Out of the 33 that were eligible, 12 were
first-time donors!
Co-chairs, Barbara Ford and Jill Keppler, offered
a wine gift basket to one lucky person through
a random drawing, and Bill Gutermuth from
Precision Environmental was the winner.
Thanks to everyone who signed up to donate,
especially to the people who stopped in on their
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New Projects
AMC Theater Renovations
Location: Fairlawn, Ohio
Start Date: January 2010
Completion Date: April 2010
Scope: Interior demolition of theater complex,
backfill, and pour new slab.
Cleveland Art Museum - Phase 2
Location: Cleveland, Ohio
Start Date: February 2010
Completion Date: June 2012
Scope: Concrete foundations, slabs, and walls
as part of the museum's phase 2 expansion.

Completed Project
Fort Wingate - Various Building
Demolition
Location: Gallup, New Mexico
Start Date: March 2010
Completion Date: July 2010
Scope: Demolition of various structures
including removal of all below grade concrete
and Bring site to grade for positive drainage.
Hazelton Federal Corrections Institute
Location: Bruceton Mills, West Virginia
Start Date: March 2010
Completion Date: August 2011
Scope: 830,000 CY of mass earthwork and
blasting to a 60 FT deep fill. Over 40,000 LF

of utility blasting for wet/dry utilities and
installation of roughly 20,000 LF of wet utilities
including approximately 130 storm/sanitary
structures. Contract also includes crushing of
utility aggregates, preparation of building pads,
and finish grading of the site.
Westinghouse Building 4
Location: Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania
Start Date: December 2009
Completion Date: January 2010
Scope: Excavation of approximately 1,000
LF of interior plumbing piping for new
Westinghouse Building #4.

ODOT 626(08) Seasons Road Interchange, Summit County, Ohio
After a busy summer and fall of 2009, work
is substantially complete for the new SR 8 &
Seasons Road diamond interchange in the cities of
Stow and Hudson. The interchange opened to full
traffic on the morning of February 22, 2010.
Our contract with ODOT called for a completion
date of June 30. We are proud to say we were able
to finish four months ahead of the anticipated

date, despite the fact of added work and an
unexpected extension of a settlement period. We
worked closely with both ODOT and the city of
Stow to facilitate this early opening. Because of
colder temperatures late last year, temporary paint
was applied for the pavement markings, which
enabled the early spring opening. The south
bound SR 8 entrance ramp originally called for a

4-month settlement period that actually ran over
by approximately two weeks. This impacted our
mainline paving schedule and required the work to
be performed later in the paving season. Despite
this challenge, we were able to coordinate with
all parties involved to re-mobilize and complete
this critical path activity allowing utilization of this
much needed improvement.

RECYCLING DIVISION CURRENT PROJECTS
ASSURE PARKING
Memphis, Tennessee
40,000 tons of concrete crushing into 2" minus
base.

J.B. JAMES CONSTRUCTION CO.
New Orleans, Louisiana
45,000 tons of concrete and 15,000 tons of
asphalt crushing into 1 ½" minus base.

RYAN INCORPORATED CENTRAL
Virginia City, Virginia
275,000 tons of sandstone crushing into 1 ½"
minus material

BEAVER EXCAVATING
Waterville, Ohio
440,000 tons of limestone crushing producing
#304 base and 6" minus material.

JACKSONVILLE FACILITY
Jacksonville, Florida
50,000 tons of 2" minus base material

STEIN/I.S.G. SLAG CRUSHING
ISG Mill, Cleveland, Ohio
400,000 tons of slag crushed into #57, #8 and
#10 stone

CENTRAL STATES AGGREGATES
Zephyrhills, Florida
25,000 tons of rip-rap limerock

LAFARGE – NORTH AMERICA
Cave in Rock, Illinois
800,000 tons of limestone crushing into various
stones

DIGERONIMO AGGREGATES, LLC
Independence, Ohio
150,000 tons of 2" minus shale crushing

LAKELAND FACILITY
Lakeland, Florida
50,000 tons of 2" minus base material

HAZELTON FEDERAL CORRECTIONS
INSTITUTE
Bruceton Mills, West Virginia
300,000 tons of sandstone crushing into various
sized aggregates.

MOUNTAINEER QUARRY
Newell, West Virginia
200,000 tons of sand and gravel crushing

INDEPENDENCE FACILITY
Independence, Ohio
50,000 tons of ODOT #304 base material
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ORLANDO FACILITY
Orlando, Florida
200,000 tons of stone and base material

TAMPA FACILITY
Tampa, Florida
50,000 tons of 2" minus base material
TAYLOR MURPHY CONSTRUCTION
Asheville, North Carolina
220,000 tons of granite crushing producing
various sized materials
TERRA EXCAVATING, INC.
Tampa, Florida
30,000 tons of concrete crushing into 2" minus
base

PUNTA GORDA FACILITY
Punta Gorda, Florida
50,000 tons of 2" minus base material
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Completed Project

General Motors - Parma, Ohio and Marion, Indiana
Stamping Plants Modifications and Additions
Project Team:

You likely pass the General Motors Parma
Stamping Plant as you drive on I-480 and barely
give it a second glance if at all — however, now
you may have a reason to pause! Independence
Excavating recently completed work with Barton
Malow Concrete (BMC) and Ideal Contracting
(Ideal) at both the Marion, Indiana and Parma,
Ohio General Motors Stamping Plants. These
plants were two of the facilities that were affected
by General Motors move to consolidate and
update their stamping press facilities.
These projects mark the first time that
Independence Excavating worked with BMC
and Ideal, and certainly not to be the last. The
work performed was a design-build project, and
involved the teaming of BMC, Ideal and Ghafari,
the project architect/engineer. Given the nature
of these design-build jobs, we were constantly
requested to impart our knowledge and expertise
to assist the team in meeting project milestones
and ensuring that critical performance paths
were achieved.

The work at both facilities started in late
September 2009 and was successfully
completed in early January at Parma and midFebruary at Marion. Independence Excavating’s
contracted work included the following: removal
of slab on grade and supported flooring; removal
of concrete floors, walls, foundations and piers;
removal of select steel beams; design and partial
installation of a cantilevered earth retention
system; and mass excavation work.
The success of these projects is directly
attributable to the skills and workmanship of
Independence Excavating’s field personnel,
which were headed by our superintendents,
Larry Mahon at Marion, and Greg “Duke”
Reith at Parma. The field teams at each facility
were required to work double shifts and clock
hundreds of overtime hours to ensure that quality
workmanship was performed and delivered on
time. Duke and Larry’s work performance was
exceptional. They not only had to run all the
daily facets of the work in strict compliance with

General Motors Safety Program, but also had to
ensure that the field work reflected the continual
design modifications and schedule changes.
In addition to the team cited above, Independence
Excavating’s project success would not have
been possible without the expertise of our sister
company, Precision Pro-Cut. Slab sawing, core
drilling, and track mounted sawing were all
absolute, integral parts of the work performance,
and were a hinge point in meeting the press pit
design requirements and schedule.
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