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University of Pittsburgh - Olympic Sports Complex

The Pitt Olympic Sports Complex is located 
in the City of Pittsburgh’s Hill District.  
 “The Hill” was the police precinct, which 
stood as the namesake and general 
background of the series “Hill Street Blues”. 
Steve Bochco, a series writer for the show, 
attended nearby Carnegie Mellon University 
and based his writings on the area. “Let’s be 
careful out there.”

PittSbUrgh’S hill DiStriCtIndependence Excavating recently started 
mass earthwork activities at the University of 
Pittsburgh on the Olympic Sports Complex. The 
Olympic will add new baseball, softball, and 
soccer facilities with grandstands and athletic 
field support buildings. The project is an urban 
redevelopment of the former Terrace Village 
neighborhood, which was formerly owned by the 
Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh. 

The project contains two major components; 
including mass cut excavation and mechanically 
stabilized earth (MSE) retaining walls, as well as 
installing the site storm water sewers.

Continued on page 3.
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The annual DiGCo “Safety Day” was held 
on Saturday, March 14, which provided the 
opportunity to recognize and thank employees 
for their continued commitment to working 
safely. The participation of management and 
employees is a crucial component of a strong 
safety program. This could not have been proven 
more evident than by the 175 attendees at this 
year’s breakfast.

The attendees were able to be hands-on and 
discuss the most current safety products 
available with Industrial Safety Products, AirGas 
and Baker Midwest, the vendors present at this 
year’s event. 

The DiGeronimo Companies Safety Incentive 
Program, “Safety Pays”, enables employees who 
work throughout the year without a serious safety 
violation or non-compliance with the substance 
abuse policy the ability to earn safety points. The 
points are tabulated and the eligible employees 
are presented with their individual award at the 
conclusion of our program. 

Leading the company wide level of safety 
awareness was due to the participation of Rich, 
Tony, Vito and Rob DiGeronimo. The common 
thread between each of their messages was to 
continue to work together and look out for each 

other. Everyone at the DiGeronimo Companies 
has been responsible for creating the vital links 
that make safety a team effort.

The DiGeronimo family and the Safety Team 
would like to thank every employee for staying 
safe and achieving the most important goal of 
all — to go home to your family in the same 
safe condition that you began work in at the end 
of the day.

remember…Safety First, last and 
Always! 

PrESiDENt’S MESSAgE

Earth Now, Moon later — “Safely!”
Vic Digeronimo Sr.
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We were recently awarded the most prestigious 
safety award at the Annual AGC of America 
Convention in San Diego, California. I would 
like to congratulate our safety team consisting 
of Ray Wiecek, Tom Steblinski, Frank Berzansky 
and Kellie Tallentire. 

Actually, the safety team includes each and every 
one of our employees, because without their 
conscientious effort to maintain a safe attitude 
and environment, this would not have happened. 
I would like to congratulate each and every one 

of them for making this award possible. Nearly 
one million man hours worked without a lost 
time injury is not an easy feat. We are very 
proud of our entire workforce, both management 
and field staff, for their dedication to safety. 
Without the effort of all employees, this would 
not be possible. It is very rewarding to all of us 
to be selected from thousands of contractors 
throughout the USA. Again I state, as I have many 
times in the past, the success of our company is 
because of all of our dedicated employees. 

Anyone can purchase equipment and bid jobs. 
We always want our employees to return home 
to their families without incident. A detailed 
description of this prestigious award can be 
found in this newsletter.

thanks to all!

Arrivederci!

the Digeronimo Companies host their 3rd Annual Safety Day Event
ray Wiecek Eh&S Manager

The Construction Safety Excellence Award 
winners were announced during the AGC’s 90th 
Annual Convention held in San Diego, California. 
Winners were divided into six categories 
including Building, Heavy, Construction 
Management, Municipal, Highway and Specialty, 
and at four levels of hours worked.

Of the 28,000 AGC members, 780 applications 
were forwarded by state and local AGC chapters 
to the national committee for consideration. 
From those 780 applications, only 44 finalists 
were selected to present their safety programs 
to a panel of distinguished construction safety 
professionals from public, private and not-for-
profit sectors.

Independence Excavating Inc. received the 
First Place Award in the Heavy Division at the 
700,001 to 1 million hours worked level. We 
were recognized as one of the safest construction 
companies in America this year and we take great 
pride in this achievement.

This award is an honor for everyone working at 
Independence Excavating Inc. It takes a combined 
effort to make our safety program successful. 
Doug Pruitt, incoming President of the AGC 
summed up our philosophy when he said, “These 

companies understand that safety is much more 
than a series of requirements. It is a way of 
operating that drives every decision on every 
project, every time.” We will continue to operate 

Pictured from left to right: Douglas Barnhart, President AGC of America, Jim Maloney, Deputy 
Chairman, WillisHRH, Jim Palmer, Hall of Fame Pitcher for the Baltimore Orioles, Tom Steblinski, 
Independence Excavating’s Field Safety Coordinator, Rob DiGeronimo and Vic DiGeronimo, Jr.

independence Excavating, inc. receives  
Construction Safety Excellence Award
tom Steblinski, Field Safety Coordinator

this way and continue to improve our program 
because there is nothing more important than the 
safety and health of our employees. 

The mass excavation activity contains a cut of 
130,000 cubic yards through varying layers of 
hard shale and soft weathered clays and has 
to be hauled off through downtown Pittsburgh 
streets. A key success in this project from the 
start has been increased production directly tied 
to efficient hauling of material to the dumpsite.

The MSE wall system is made up of two tiered 
walls together soaring to 40 feet tall around the 
edge of the site, and at the bottom of the site 
a wall which retains the softball grandstands. 
Independence contracted with Walltek Design 
Build Inc., and proposed a more cost effective 
wall solution to the owner. At full production, 

the walls will require 30,000 cubic yards of 
excavation, 2,000 ton of aggregate as back fill 
placed daily, and when finished will contain 
approximately 50,000 ton of aggregate back fill.

The Pitt-Olympic Sports project is a fast pace 
schedule slated to be complete in July 2009. 

Continued from page 1.

University of Pittsburgh - Olympic Sports Complex
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CUrrENt PrOjECt

Along with the Toronto Power Station Demolition 
Project mentioned in our Winter 2008 Demolition 
Update, Independence Excavating, Precision 
Environmental and C.J. Betters Enterprises are 
also working together to completely raze all 
structures at First Energy’s decommissioned 
Akron Gorge Power Station just off Route 8 at the 
edge of Cuyahoga Falls and Akron, Ohio.

The project consists of the following structures/
components to be razed: main boiler house 
building and boilers, storage building, condenser 
house building, fuel oil storage tank, garage 
building, Quonset storage building, railroad spur 
and bridge, coal handling station, two 280' tall 
steel exhaust stacks, and two electrical turbines 
and their condensers (pictured).

Independence will be generating the following 
estimated quantities of materials in the course of 
razing the above structures: 8,000 gross tons of 
ferrous steel, 300,000 lbs. of non-ferrous metals, 
15,733 cubic yards of recyclable concrete and 
brick, and 1,000 cubic yards of C&D debris.

Precision Environmental has completed all 
the asbestos abatement and environmental 
work, and demolition work by Independence is 
currently ongoing. Independence has recently 
completed the removal of several of the outlying 
buildings and removal of the turbine bay of the 
main boiler house.

We look forward to completing this project in 
the summer of 2009. A special thanks goes to 
C.J. Betters for getting us involved in another 
great project. 

CUrrENt PrOjECt

Akron gorge Power Station Demolition ProjectQQ Parking garage & loading Dock Demolition Project
With a long history of successful projects for 
the Cleveland Clinic, Independence Excavating 
is teaming up again with Donley’s, Inc. on yet 
another one. This time, instead of helping to 
build a new heart center or a huge new parking 
garage, it’s the demolition of one of the older 
parking garages and a loading dock to make way 
for the extension of a new tunnel that will tie in 
the new E. 89th St. Parking Garage to the existing 
tunnel complex.  

The 5-story QQ Parking Garage is scheduled 
to be demolished in two main phases.  The 
first phase includes the southern ¹/³ of the 
garage and the loading dock that sits just to 
the north of the garage. However, an extensive 
bracing system needed to be designed and 
installed before any demolition could begin 
because the portion that makes up phase 2 
will continue to be partially active until late 

this year. Independence installed concrete 
shear walls, designed by Barber & Hoffman, 
Inc., in the basement and a system of huge 
cable cross-braces, purchased from Samsel 
Supply Co., on the floors above to separate and 
stabilize the remaining portion of the garage 
over the active basement area. Once this phase 
of demolition is complete and all the rubble is 
removed, we will install the required shoring 
and a dewatering system in order to excavate for 
Donley’s concrete crews to complete and tie in 
the extension of the new Tunnel from E. 89th St. 
to an existing tunnel under E. 90th St.

Phase 2 of the demolition will begin once the 
tunnel can be backfilled and all of the Clinic’s 
employees and AGV (Automatic Guided Vehicle) 
deliveries to and from the E. 89th St. Garage can 
be shifted over from the basement and into the 
newly completed tunnel. Currently scheduled to 

begin in late 2009, phase 2 demolition work will 
extend into 2010.  

Finally, after all the demolition is completed, 
Donley’s concrete crews will be able to 
finish their scope of work by completing the 
construction of an underground “AGV Depot” that 
will service the growing number of AGV robots 
in the CCF tunnel system. Once Independence is 
able to complete the backfill work and put the site 
to grade, a landscaped green space will hide the 
bustling new Tunnel and AGV Depot that will run 
just below the surface.  

With all the bracing work completed and the 
phase 1 demolition work just getting into full 
swing, we are looking forward to meeting the 
many challenges this project includes and 
working together with Donley’s, Inc. to complete 
another quality project for the Cleveland Clinic. 
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brookpark road – holiday inn 
Demolition 
location: Brookpark, OH 
Start Date: December 2008 
Completion Date: March 2009 
Scope: Demolition of a 150 SF partial 2 story 
hotel property.

Erie VA roads & lots improvements 
location: Erie, PA 
Start Date: April 2009 
Completion Date: September 2009 
Scope: Construction of a new parking lot and 
rehab of existing lots at the VA Medical Center 
in Erie, PA.

hollow rock Wetland and Stream 
Mitigation 
location: Stratton, OH 
Start Date: April 2009 
Completion Date: October 2009 
Scope: Construction of wetlands and stream 
mitigation at the Hollow Rock Landfill Facility.

Mountaineer Quarry Earthwork 
location: East Newell, WV 
Start Date: January 2009 
Completion Date: March 2009 
Scope: Quarry sitework and soil excavation.

NEW PrOjECtS

iNDEPENDENCE rECYCliNg, iNC. - CrUShiNg PrOjECtS
AlliED COrP. 
W. 3rd Street, Cleveland, Ohio 
50,000 tons of 1 ½" minus RAP material

CENtrAl StAtES AggrEgAtES 
Zephyrhills, Florida 
25,000 tons of rip-rap lime rock

CrOSS CONStrUCtiON 
Fort Meade, Florida 
100,000 tons of 1 ½" minus concrete subbase

DigErONiMO AggrEgAtES, llC 
Independence, Ohio 
150,000 tons of 2" minus shale crushing

ANDErSON-COlUMbiA CO. 
Tyndall Air Force Base, Panama City, Florida 
90,000 tons of 1 ½" minus concrete subbase

iNDEPENDENCE FACilitY 
Independence, Ohio 
50,000 tons of ODOT #304 base material

jACKSONVillE FACilitY 
Jacksonville, Florida 
50,000 tons of 2" minus base material

NASA glenn research Center PSl 
buildings Demo 
location: Brookpark, OH 
Start Date: February 2009 
Completion Date: July 2009 
Scope: Demolition of the Propulsion Lab and 
Ancillary buildings at Glenn Research Center.

ODOt 626 – Seasons road interchange 
location: Stow, OH & Hudson, OH 
Start Date: March 2009 
Completion Date: June 2010 
Scope: New interchange at Seasons Road and 
State Route 8 in Summit County. 

Pittsburgh Casino hardscape 
location: Pittsburgh, PA 
Start Date: January 2009 
Completion Date: July 2009 
Scope: Site grading for hardscape, demolition of 
a small road and building, and capping of utilities.

Pitt-Olympics Sports Complex 
location: Pittsburgh, PA 
Start Date: December 2008 
Completion Date: June 2009 
Scope: Sitework for cut-haul off of 130,000 
CY, temporary storm sewers and tie-ins, and 
25,000 SF of a block retaining wall.

KAMMiNgA & rOODVOEtS, iNC. 
Memphis International Airport -  
Memphis, Tennessee 
50,000 tons of 1 ½" minus concrete crushing

KiNSOW PrOPErtY 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
20,000 tons of 1 ½" minus sandstone crushing

lAFArgE – NOrth AMEriCA 
Cave in Rock, Illinois 
400,000 tons of limestone crushing into  
various stones

lAKElAND FACilitY 
Lakeland, Florida 
50,000 tons of 2" minus base material

MOUNtAiNEEr QUArrY 
Newell, West Virginia 
200,000 tons of sand and gravel crushing

OrlANDO FACilitY 
Orlando, Florida 
200,000 tons of stone and base material

PUNtA gOrDA FACiltY 
Punta Gorda, Florida 
50,000 tons of 2" minus base material

SMith COUNtY StONE 
Lockesburg, Arkansas 
600,000 tons of 1 ½" minus sandstone crushing

StEiN/i.S.g. SlAg CrUShiNg 
ISG Mill, Cleveland, Ohio 
400,000 tons of slag crushed into #57, #8 and 
#10 stone

t.j. lAMbErt CONStrUCtiON 
Texarkana, Arkansas 
30,000 tons of 1 ½" minus concrete crushing

tAMPA FACilitY 
Tampa, Florida 
50,000 tons of 2" minus base material

tAYlOr MUrPhY CONStrUCtiON 
Asheville, North Carolina 
770,000 tons of granite crushing producing 
various sized materials

WAlSh CONStrUCtiON grOUP 
Chicago O’Hare International Airport,  
Chicago, Illinois 
200,000 tons of various limestone crushing

For the past ten years we have been a one-stop 
shop for contractors by offering a variety of 
services and products at our location on Schaaf 
Rd., and will continue the same philosophy at our 
new locations. 

Indy Equipment and Supply is now serving 
Northeast Ohio contractors with three locations, 
Independence, North Royalton, and Avon. The 
Avon and North Royalton branches came from 
the acquisition of Parma Supply back in June 
of 2008. Each location offers the ability to 
rent equipment from air compressors to mini 
excavators!

With the acquisition, we have gained the 
knowledge and experience of employees, such 
as Vince Gluck with 20 years of experience in the 
supply business at the North Royalton branch, 
Jimmy Messer with 4 years of experience at the 
newest location in Avon, and an outside sales 
force consisting of Alan Hales and Mike Kuhlman 
who both have experience in construction 
equipment and supply sales.

We continue to offer new equipment trends, 
including a complete line of Wacker Neuson 
compact wheel loaders, dumpers, and excavators 
for sale or rent. To view the complete line, visit 
www.wackernueson.com. We also continue 
to grow with our full line dealership of Takeuchi 
compact excavators and track skid steer loaders 
that are available from 5,000 to 30,000 lb. 
excavators.

As we expand our equipment sales and 
manufacturer offerings, we are rapidly growing 
and strengthening our service department 
as well. With manufacturer trained, full-time 
mechanics, Indy Equipment and Supply’s service 
department is able to handle routine maintenance 
to equipment overhaul!

iNDY EQUiPMENt AND SUPPlY…YOUr “ONE-StOP ShOP”!

Sammis Plant Ash Pond repairs 
location: Stratton, OH 
Start Date: January 2009 
Completion Date: September 2009 
Scope: Repair of the Ash ponds with imported 
clay, grading and protection or pond sides.

St. Stanislaus Church Convent 
Demolition 
location: Cleveland, OH 
Start Date: March 2009 
Completion Date: April 2009 
Scope: Complete demolition of a 4-story wood 
and brick structure including backfilling the 
basement.

University hospital - hanna Pavilion 
location: Cleveland, OH 
Start Date: May 2009 
Completion Date: October 2009 
Scope: Demolition of a 95,000 SF 5-story 
steel structure.

Mountaineer Quarry – Newell, West Virginia
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COMPlEtED PrOjECt

the Shrine Church of St. Stanislaus – Convent Demolition

Since the late 1800s, St. Stanislaus Church 
has been the foundation of the Slavic Village 
community in Cleveland. As the neighborhood 
has changed, so have the needs of the parish. 
The convent was built in 1917 to house the 
Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth, who 
taught the Elementary and High School students 
of St. Stan’s. Over the years, the building has out 
lived its usefulness and became a financial drain 
on the parish’s limited budget.

On Monday, March 2, Fr. Michael Surufka, 
O.F.M., presented the sisters with a segment of 
the alter that had been in the convent chapel as a 
memento of a place they once called home. After 
he blessed the workers, equipment and the site, 
Kurtz Brothers, Inc., Independence Excavating 
and Precision Environmental, along with 
other parish friends, removed the convent and 
prepared the site for use as a small park. Prior 
to demolition, Precision Environmental provided 

asbestos abatement and hazardous/regulated 
waste removal.

The demo team did an excellent job of dropping 
and loading out the convent considering the site 
was very tight and restricted by operating school 
buildings.

Pastor Mike and the parish members appreciated 
the care and helpfulness of the demolition team 
during this emotional end of an era.

Visitors are welcome to attend mass or visit this 
beautifully restored, historical church located at 
3649 East 65th Street in Cleveland. 

Photo taken by Thomas A. Neuman


