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CURRENT PROJECT

PennDOT’s Squirrel Hill Tunnel Reaches New Heights
Over 65 years ago, crews broke ground on the single largest 
investment in PennDOT history. At the time, PennDot invested 
18 million dollars into the eastern gateway to the City of 
Pittsburgh. The gateway became known as the Squirrel Hill 
Tunnel. The Squirrel Hill Tunnel is a twin bore, or two-
passageway tunnel. Each bore serves as a two lane 
directional path in and out of the city. The 4,225 feet 
long, 28-foot wide, 13-foot 6-inch tall tunnel serves 
approximately 106,000 vehicles every day. 

Due to rising fuel prices, the need to increase the 
size of shipments, and the advancements in 
technology, tractor trailers have increased in 
height. Because of the changing dynamic in 
the transportation industry, there have been 
hundreds of “ceiling strikes” over the past 
few decades. The “ceiling strikes” cause 
extreme traffic jams that can effect 
entire workdays. In order to correct 
this, PennDOT designed a plan to 
remove the ceiling in this tunnel.

CoNtiNued oN page 3.



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

2 Independence Excavating, Inc. • www.indexc.com

Vic digeronimo Jr.

The DiGeronimo Companies were proud 
sponsors of the 2012 Fireball Run 
Adventurally that started in our very 
own City of Independence the weekend 
of September 22. The Fireball Run 
Adventurally is the largest and longest 
active recovery effort for missing and 
exploited children and has returned 38 
children over the years. They also donate 
to local charities on their annual journeys.

City of Independence, Mayor Greg 
Kurtz spearheaded a great campaign 
of events throughout the weekend 
including a dinner on Saturday night 
at one of our favorite charitable 
organizations, Cornerstone of Hope. 
The beginning of the Fireball Run 
Adventurally itself started on Sunday, 
September 23, in the center of 
Independence, complete with a police 
escort out of our great city and ended in 
Bangor, Maine.

The event was a huge success! More 
importantly, while driving through the 
eastern United States with decals of 
missing children on the cars, we can 
only hope that just one of these children 
is returned to their parents. It would 
immediately become one of the most 
priceless experiences in one’s life.

Thanks to all DiGeronimo Companies 
employees for the great effort 
throughout this past construction 
season. Your hard work and dedication 
gives us the ability to participate in 
these very worthwhile charitable events. 
Thanks again for being part of the event.

Have a nice day!

Fireball Run driving team members pause for a photo opportunity before the official start. Pictured 
from left to right: Matt Hlavin of Thogus Products, Bernie Merino of the Collection Auto Group, Ohio State 
Representative Marlene Aneilski, Mayor of Independence, Greg Kurtz, and Vic DiGeronimo Jr.
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the physical properties of the tunnel, 
as well as motorists. While standing 
atop of this protection system, laborers 
use jackhammers to remove the 
remaining portion of the ceiling, which is 
unreachable by heavy equipment. 

Along with the ceiling removal, there 
are several drains that need removed. 
Due to the asbestos content of these 
drains, we enlisted the help of our sister 
company, Precision Environmental Co. 
Precision Environmental Co. has 25 years 
of experience in full-service asbestos 
abatement, environmental remediation, 
and selective demolition. Their 
experience and training assured us that 
all of the asbestos would be contained 
and disposed of safely and properly. 

Over the next couple of years, 25,000 
hours of running jackhammers, 
equipment, and sawing concrete 
will be completed. All of these hours 
will contribute to the removal of 
approximately 7,500 cubic yards 
of concrete ceiling. A project of this 
magnitude, coordination, and complexity 
requires many different resources. Our 
heavy equipment shop, design and 
engineering department, support team, 
and operations department give us the 
experience and the resources to take 
on, adapt, and complete such a unique 
project. This job fully demonstrates the 
diverse capabilities that Independence 
Excavating Inc. and DiGeronimo 
Companies can offer. 

For several months now, different trades 
have been working atop the tunnel 
ceiling. They are relocating all of the 
mechanical and electrical equipment to 
the tunnel roof. All of this preparation 
work is taking place in order to keep the 
tunnel operational during the ceiling 
removal phase. 

Several weeks prior to mobilization, our 
fabricators, mechanics, engineers, and 
field managers all collaborated to design 
and fabricate lighting and roadway 
protection systems. These systems 
must be mobile, strong and functional. 
Their primary purpose is to protect the 
tunnel lighting, ceramic tile on the walls, 
concrete curbs, the roadway pavement, 
and, most importantly, the construction 
team and general public. 

The first type of protection system is 
for the bulk ceiling removal. When 
processing the concrete from the 
ceiling, this system guides all of the bulk 
concrete debris down a steel plate and 
into a 30-yard roll-off dumpster. To protect 
everything, the protection apparatus for 
bulk removal must work in a pair, each 
one straddling the wall, lights, and curbs 
on either side of the tunnel.

The second type of protection system 
for the handwork has the same primary 
function as the first system. However, 
the second system is for use during 
single lane closures at night, during 
the week. This system protects all of 

PennDOT’s Squirrel Hill Tunnel Reaches New Heights
We would like to thank the 
Independence Excavating team who 
are working tireless night and weekend 
hours to keep this project moving 
forward. We would also like to thank 
PennDOT, Michael Baker Jr. Inc., Walsh 
Construction Company, McClymonds 
Trucking, Precision ProCut, and 
Precision Environmental Co. for their 
partnerships. This outstanding group of 
agencies, contractors, and engineers will 
contribute to the success of this historic 
project for the City of Pittsburgh and its 
106,000 motorists passing through the 
tunnels every day. 

CURRENT PROJECT

ARTBA Recognizes 
Independence 
Excavating for 
Working Safely
Nick digeronimo

On September 11, 2012, Independence 
Excavating was recognized as one of 
the safest companies in America by 
the American Road & Transportation 
Builders Association (ARTBA). As part of 
the ARTBA Safety Leadership Workshop 
and National Convention, held in 
Memphis, Tennessee, Independence 
Excavating was recognized as one of the 
safest companies in 2011 with total man 
hours between 500,001– 1,000,000. 

Tom Steblinski and I gave a presentation 
before the ARTBA Safety & Insurance 
Committee outlining our program. We were 
able to present our program, and hear 
what other companies are doing across 
the country to keep their employees safe. 

Congratulations to all our employees in 
the field, shop and office, especially the 
safety department for being recognized 
for this distinguished honor.

SAFETY

CoNtiNued From page 1.
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DiGeronimo Companies Annual Picnic 
on Sunday, July 15, the DiGeronimo Companies held their annual 
company picnic at Astorhurst Golf Course in Walton Hills. Another 
gorgeous day set the stage for all to enjoy a delicious menu, time 
with family and co-workers, and numerous games and attractions — 
making it yet another memorable picnic. A special thank you goes 
out to Jennifer Boczek for planning such a great event!
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Over the past few years our Pittsburgh 
regional yard has been accepting raw 
concrete. This past August, we mobilized 
one of several mobile crushing units 
and began crushing. In addition to 
continually accepting raw concrete, we 
are now selling recycled 2A, 57s, #4s 
and manufactured sand.

We are offering delivery services with 
24-hour notice for any customers with 

an existing account. If you do not have 
an account, all purchases will require 
a cash or credit card payment upon 
pick-up. If you would like to set up an 
account, inquire about pricing or any 
further information, please contact Josie 
Crame at jcrame@indexc.com or call our 
Pittsburgh office at 412-767-9800. 

Norfolk Southern Triple Crown 
Parking Garage 
Location: Rutherford, Pennsylvania 
Start date: July 2012 
Completion date: February 2013 
Scope of work: Complete site work, 
including excavation and pavement 
for new parking lot and access drive, 
sediment basin, electrical, utilities, 
landscaping and hardscape.

Strip District Electrical Development 
Location: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Start date: August 2012 
Completion date: October 2012 
Scope of work: Excavation, bedding 
and backfill for an electrical duct bank 
installation.

UPMC Sugarcreek 
Location: Sugarcreek Borough, 
Pennsylvania 
Start date: September 2012 
Completion date: March 2013 
Scope of work: Demolish/modify 
existing potable water system and new 
construction to include a cast-in-place 
concrete tank, a cast-in-place concrete 
valve vault, a ductile water line, 
mechanical, electrical, fencing, and a 
chlorination system.

NEW PROJECTS

Cuyahoga AOC Urban Riparian 
Restoration 
Location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Start date: October 2012 
Completion date: November 2013 
Scope of work: Site work including 
clearing, demolition and excavation for 
a new Scranton Road towpath trail.

Ohio CAT Site Improvements 
Location: Broadview Hts., Ohio 
Start date: August 2012 
Completion date: December 2012 
Scope of work: Removal and 
replacement of approximately 
105,000 SF of 10" non-reinforced 
pavement, minor electrical and storm 
utilities, fencing and a guardrail.

Squirrel Hill Tunnel Rehabilitation 
Location: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Start date: June 2012 
Completion date: November 2013 
Scope of work: Rehabilitation of 
passageway tunnel in and out of 
Pittsburgh, including removal of ceiling, 
abatement of drains, and protection 
systems for motorists.

Cuyahoga Municipal Housing 
Authority - Demolition 
Location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Start date: August 2012 
Completion date: October 2012 
Scope of work: Demolition of 27 
buildings and site reclamation.

Independence Excavating Pittsburgh Yard Now Offering 
Recycled Aggregates and Raw Concrete

Ford Twin Cities Assembly Plant 
Demolition 
Location: St. Paul, Minnesota 
Start date: October 2012 
Completion date: October 2013 
Scope of work: Cleaning, 
decommissioning and demolition of 
former twin cities assembly plant and 
paint shop.

Mahoning Valley Racino 
Location: Austintown, Ohio 
Start date: October 2012 
Completion date: December 2012 
Scope of work: Site preparation ahead 
of full construction of new Mahoning 
Valley Racino including storm water 
protection measures, clearing, wetland 
mitigation, perimeter fence and security 
and storm water management areas.

NASA H & K 
Location: Sandusky, Ohio 
Start date: October 2012 
Completion date: April 2013 
Scope of work: Demolition of steel and 
concrete structures, including backfill 
topsoil and seeding. 
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Recently, Independence Excavating 
was recommended by the local unions 
in Virginia to complete a sitework 
and utilities project for a 490,000 
square-foot data center campus on  38 
acres in Ashburn, Virginia. The scope 
of work included a 100,000 cubic 
yard excavation, intense storm water 
management, sanitary sewer and miles 
of ductile iron water line utilities.

The project was broken down into 
multiple phases with Phase 1A being a 
3-acre electrical substation, preliminary 
erosion and sediment controls, 42" and 
36" RCP piping with structures, existing 
utility demolition and electrical duct 
bank installation. We will complete the 
remainder of the sitework and utilities 
at a later date.

The Phase 1A portion of the project 
began in mid-June and was completed 
in September. As the project unfolded, 
Independence Excavating worked with 
the owner, Loudoun County, Dewberry 
Engineering, Power Contracting, and 
both operator and labor union locals to 
build an excellent team to facilitate this 
project in a timely manner with the best 
possible result.

As this project continues to move forward, 
Independence Excavating looks forward 
to continuing this relationship, as well as 
building new relationships in the mid-
Atlantic region. 

Independence Excavating Emerges in the Mid-Atlantic Region
COMPlETED PROJECT

Independence Excavating, Inc. is  
pleased to announce the opening of their 
mid-Atlantic office located at: 

207 east Holly avenue, Suite 106, 
Sterling, Virginia 20164

ANNOUNCEMENT

Crushing of 800,000 tons of limestone for the National Lime and Stone Company in Carey, Ohio. National 
requires 180,000 tons of limestone to be crushed and hauled on location every month. 

Superintendent: Leo Defrancesco 
Foreman: Dave Roberts

CRUSHING PROJECT
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At the intersection of Merwin Avenue 
and Columbus Road, at the southern 
end of Cleveland’s Flats District, lays a 
parcel of land belonging to the Cleveland 
Metroparks. This newly acquired “gem” 
is unlike any other facility or park in the 
Emerald Necklace of northern Ohio. 
This “park” will consist of steel rails, 
concrete ledges, ramps and bowls. It will 
welcome the Crooked River Skate Park, a 
$700,000 Flats Revitalization Project that 
is coming to reality largely in part to the 
efforts of Vince Frantz, Executive Director 
of the Public Square Group, a non-profit 
skateboarding organization.

My son Vinnie, a skate enthusiast, and I 
had the fortunate opportunity to spend 
the afternoon at the Rollin’ on the 
River event to celebrate the unveiling 
of the finalized plans for the park. I was 
proud to be a part of the festivities, not 
only as a supporter of skating and the 
good it brings to the community, but 
as a representative of Independence 
Excavating Inc., a sponsor of the project. 
The skating community shares qualities 
similar to the dedicated employees 
of Independence Excavating and the 
DiGeronimo Companies — honesty, 
integrity, passion, drive, dedication, and 
they are always striving for yet another 
outstanding performance.

As the largest company involved in the 
emergence of Cleveland’s Crooked River 
Skate Park, let me be the first to say, 

“Welcome to Cleveland”. 

Independence Excavating Sponsors Rollin’ on the River
John Saraney, Field Support manager

John Saraney, his son, Vinnie, and Vince Frantz, Executive Director of the Public Square Group

Vinnie Saraney skating down a ramp at Rollin’ on the River


