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Established

 1956

Husband, Father, Brother, Mentor and Friend

In loving  
memory

Richard A. DiGeronimo
September 27, 1942 – September 30, 2009

To our family, friends, DiGeronimo Companies’ employees and 
all our business associates:

It is with great pride that we publish this memorial addition of the 
Declaration of Independence originally designed and conceived by  
Rich DiGeronimo in 1988.

As Rich’s family, we know there is no greater gift a man leaves to this 
world than his family. Dad, we are living proof of your legacy and we 
intend to carry out all your inspiring qualities that have touched so many. 
Thank you for instilling all of us with these gifts. May you guide us each 
day of our lives until we are joined with you again in God’s care.

Love, 
Johane, Nick, Mike, Rick, Matt, and Deana
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Brother, Friend, Business Partner
Vic DiGeronimo Sr.
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I, as everyone else, was shocked and saddened 
by the loss of Rich. As I reflected back on the 
67 years we were together, I was amazed at how 
much time we spent together and how both of us 
had so much in common.

Our father moved us to Independence in 1950 
to the 16-acre “farm”, now the current site of 
Cornerstone of Hope, which now comprises 
about 4 acres. At that time, Don was 14 years old, 
myself- 10, Rich- 8, Bobby- 3 and Florence- 1. 
From that point on, Rich and I did many things 
together and in common. We took turns cutting 
the huge lawn in front of the house. We grew over 
100 tomato plants, and then sold them on Route 
21 on Sundays. Now, 59 years later, I am trying 
to use those marketing skills to sell Haydite!

Just about everything we did, we did together. 
We attended St. Michael’s School, and both were 
altar boys, doing the various chores our dad gave 
us to do after school and on Saturdays.

Along with Don and Bobby, we were partners 
in our Dad’s company, at that time called Sam 
DiGeronimo and Sons. We both graduated from 
Independence High School, a couple of years 
apart, and then began our fulltime careers at Sam 
DiGeronimo and Sons, and then Independence 
Excavating, which Don founded in 1956.

Our work careers and our lives were pretty much 
the same. We both started out as laborers, truck 
drivers, equipment operators and then as the 
company grew, we moved into supervision. Our 
sister Cathy was born in 1950 and “baby brother” 
Tony in 1957. Everyone worked together and very 
hard to ensure the success of the business.

Lurlie and I were married in 1962 and Rich and 
Johane were married in 1963. We both started 
raising our families and working with the company. 
In 1970, Don became ill with cancer and passed 
away in early 1971. We were struggling with 
the loss and trying to keep the business going. 
We all got together and vowed to do whatever it 
took to keep the business surviving — everyone 
putting forth their maximum ability. Rich, Bob, 
Tony and I struggled for quite a while, and by the 
grace of God and support from our spouses, we 
somehow survived.

In late 1971, we joined the Ohio Contractors 
Association and participated on many committees 
together and also attended many conventions 
all over the country and around the world with 
our wives. Rich and I were on many charitable, 
religious and construction boards, to try and give 
back for all we have received. We are both past 
presidents of the Ohio Contractors Association.

During the later ’70s, we had a helicopter 
together, attended many auto races around the 
country with our wives and the Kurtz families. 
Almost yearly, we traveled to the Daytona, 
Michigan and Indianapolis speedways. Also, we 
owned a race car together with the Kurtz’. In the 
late ’70s, we purchased the property where all of 
the brothers and some of the children reside.

Every year on the last Sunday in July, we have 
the entire DiGeronimo family over for our annual 
mass and dinner. This past July, we had 115 
DiGeronimo’s attend, and currently many more 
on the way! How blessed are all of our families! 
The Lord has been great to us.

Right now, our families are going through a very 
traumatic time with the loss of Rich. However 
difficult though, we are all helping one another 
and doing the best we can. It is very comforting 
to all of us for the closeness all of the families 
share. We received hundreds of cards, calls and 
donations to Cornerstone of Hope in honor of 

Rich. The entire DiGeronimo family appreciates 
all of the love and support put forth by everyone. 
Our sincere appreciation to all who attended the 
candlelight service and the mass, many of you 
we didn’t see.

Many of my family and friends know that when 
we see each other, or talk by phone, we always 
end with “love you”. When I called Rich on his 
67th birthday on September 27 from Italy, I ended 
our conversation with “Happy Birthday, I love 
you.” What better words could possibly be said?

Rich, rest in peace. I know you are, and I know 
you are in a better place being rewarded for all of 
the people you loved and helped!

Arrivederci!

In memory of my brother Rich…
Bob DiGeronimo

Rich was so involved in so many things, it’s 
hard to highlight any one thing beyond his 
family, which was surely number one. I just 
know that our community, our industry and our 
schools are all so much better off due to Rich’s 
passionate involvement in whatever issue he 
was involved with.

Rich was “never too busy” to share a story or 
an experience that would relate to a current 
event. Many of these would make me laugh so 
hard it hurt. But many others would serve to 
teach the younger family members (including 
myself) or friends of how to handle a particular 
challenge. Rich also set a pretty high bar for 

getting involved. He didn’t sit on the sidelines 
and wonder why something was going on. He 
jumped in and offered his insight to gain the 
best possible result. All these attributes of Rich 
had a profound influence on our family and the 
people in our companies. And while no one can 
replace Rich’s contributions as we go forward in 
our lifetimes, Rich imparted his influence on all 
of us, especially his children. I know that I am 
personally a better person because of the time I 
was able to spend with my brother. I believe there 
is a simple reason and challenge for all of us 
when we are blessed to be here on earth. Live a 
life in pursuit of eternal happiness, and make the 

world a better place while you are here.

I thank you Rich, for all you have done for me and 
our family to show the way it can be done with 
such style and passion. And I thank God for giving 
me the privilege to be your brother.

Love, 
Tony

Remembering my brother Rich…

Vic and Rich DiGeronimo

As you can imagine, the unexpected death of 
my brother, Rich, has been a terrible blow to our 
family. The outpouring of love and support from 
so many was evidence of the respect and love 
Rich’s friends and peers held for him. We cannot 
adequately convey our gratitude to all who have 
expressed your support during this time.

If you knew Rich, you saw that he could not only 
make you laugh, but that he also genuinely cared 
about all those he came into contact with. And 
while there are many qualities about my brother 
that we will always remember and cherish, there 
are a few that really stood out.

Rich’s generosity was incredible. My daughter, 
Christi, would always remark that her uncle not 
only showed support for Cornerstone of Hope, by 
showing up at events, but by giving generously. 
And Cornerstone was just one of the many non-
profits that Rich personally supported.

After Rich’s death, Fr. Ted Haag, President 
of Padua Franciscan High School, made an 
announcement at half-time of their football game 
regarding the loss of a great man and a great 

supporter of Padua. Though none of his children 
attended Padua, Rich was a faithful supporter of 
the school and a member of the Padua Board of 
Trustees. Rich also accomplished many goals 
in the Greening of Padua Campaign, especially 
the construction of Padua Bruins Stadium with 
our company leading the way to its completion. 
Rich’s vision, generosity and dedication have 
forever changed the landscape at Padua 
Franciscan High School.

While this company, and his support of other 
organizations, was very important to him, Rich’s 
family was his life. Johane and his children, Nick, 
Mike, Rick, Matt and Deana, each made him so 
proud. And when Rich was around his beautiful 
grandchildren, it brought him so much joy. Rich 
loved his family deeply and they loved him with 
all their hearts.

I will always remember and admire Rich’s love 
for his family and for God. Rich’s faith was 
everything to him. He shared the importance of 
faith with many, and lived his faith to the best of 
his ability. I am confident that Rich is with our 
Lord today. But for all of us left behind, he leaves 

In memory of Rich DiGeronimo…my mentor and my friend.
It has been a 
privilege to have 
had the opportunity 
to work with Rich 
over the last 13 
years. He taught me 

Rich DiGeronimo, John Cooper and  
Bob DiGeronimo

Rich DiGeronimo and Stacey Kirth 

Tony, Sue, Johane and Rich DiGeronimo

such a void. If there is one thing I believe my 
brother would wish to come out of his death, I 
believe he would want our faith and memories of 
him to bring our family even that much closer. In 
Rich’s honor, I will work for that cause.

I know I speak for our entire family when I 
say that we are overwhelmed by those who 
participated in the Saturday night vigil and the 
beautiful Mass at St. Michael’s celebrated by 
our great friend, Bishop Anthony Pilla. To see 
the number of people who came to show their 
support and love, packing the church inside and 
out, truly touched our hearts.

Jesus has told us we shall see Rich again. It 
will be a great homecoming for all of us. Today, 
though, he is reunited with our Mom, Dad, 
brother Don, his daughter Deborah, and little 
Bobby. What a celebration that must be. 

life lessons and business savvy that have shaped 
the person I am today, but most of all he cared for 
me like a father and for that, I am forever grateful. 

I miss listening to his countless stories and 
laughing until my sides hurt. It has been comforting 
to share some of these over the past month with 
family, friends, and co-workers. I always told him 

I’d write a book about his life experiences…some 
of which you may find hard to believe! 

Rich, I look forward to being reunited with you 
again one day, my friend, and to hear all the new 
stories you are creating in heaven.

With love, 
StaceyRich and Johane DiGeronimo and family, (left to right) Matt, Mike, Deana, Rick and Nick.



DiGeronimo Companies Annual Picnic
On Sunday, September 20, the DiGeronimo 
Companies held their annual company picnic 
and clambake at Astorhurst Golf Course. Being 
the company’s third year to host the event in 
Walton Hills, the team at Astorhurst was thrilled 
to have fed just over 300 DiGCo employees and 
their family members. A gorgeous day, delicious 
menu, and numerous games and attractions 
made for yet another memorable picnic.

DiGCo also took this opportunity to announce 
the Safety Tagline Contest Winners, Barbara 
Ford of Precision Environmental and Mark 
Saffell of Independence Excavating. The 
newest tagline reads: “I am the one person 
most responsible for my safety and 
the safety of my coworkers. We benefit 
professionally and personally by 
committing to an attitude of health and 
safety awareness.”
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DEMolITIoN UPDATE

NEW PRoJECTS

RECyClING DIVISIoN CRUSHING PRoJECTS

AllIED CoRP. 
W. 3rd Street, Cleveland, Ohio 
50,000 tons of 1 ½" minus RAP material

AllIED CoRP. 
Bedford Hts., Ohio 
30,000 tons of 1 ½" minus RAP material

BEAVER EXCAVATING 
Waterville, Ohio 
440,000 tons of limestone crushing 
producing #304 base and 6" minus material.

CARR BRoS. 
Bedford, Ohio 
25,000 tons of concrete crushing 
producing #304 base and #1s

CENTRAl STATE AGGREGATES 
Zephyrhills, Florida 
25,000 tons of rip-rap limerock

DIGERoNIMo AGGREGATES, llC 
Independence, Ohio 
150,000 tons of 2" minus shale crushing

locomotive Repair Shop 
Start Date: August 2009 
Completion Date: October 2009 
Scope: Erosion control, embankment, rough 
grading, sanitary lateral, water lateral and fencing.

Bank Demolition 
location: Bainbridge, Ohio 
Start Date: June 2009 
Completion Date: July 2009 
Scope: Demolition of a 2,400 bank building 
including removal of the foundations and 
backfill.

Parking Garage Demolition 
location: California, Pennsylvania 
Start Date: August 2009 
Completion Date: May 2010 
Scope: Excavation for parking garage, 
haul material to a waste site, storm pipe 
installation, erosion control, demo of curb, 
sidewalk, and asphalt.

Gas Station Demolition 
location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Start Date: June 2009 
Completion Date: July 2009 
Scope: Demolition and backfill of existing gas 
station structure and canopy.

Cleveland Hopkins International Airport – 
Taxiway Q and Hold Pad Improvements 
location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Start Date: September 2009 
Completion Date: November 2010 
Scope: Excavation, pavement removal & 
recycling, fencing, concrete paving, asphalt 
paving, striping, electrical, seeding/sod, storm 
retention systems, storm sewer, sanitary sewer, 
water line and gas line.

Cleveland Museum of Art - Phase II 
location: Cleveland, Ohio 
Start Date: July 2009 
Completion Date: June 2010 
Scope: Foundation excavation, backfill, clay 
cap, foundation and under-slab drainage.

landfill Sediment Pond 
Start Date: July 2009 
Completion Date: September 2009 
Scope: Ditch re-grading, cleaning out sediment 
pond and seeding in the disturbed areas.

Nestlé 
location: Solon, Ohio 
Start Date: June 2009 
Completion Date: July 2009 
Scope: Pavement repair to the Solon facility.

Seasons Road Sanitary Sewer 
location: Stow, Ohio 
Start Date: August 2009 
Completion Date: November 2009 
Scope: Installation of 2,100 lf of 12" 
sanitary sewer for future development along 
Seasons Road.

St. Monica’s Sewer Repair 
location: Garfield Heights, Ohio 
Start Date: August 2009 
Completion Date: August 2009 
Scope: Sanitary sewer repair at St. Monica’s 
Church.

Baghouse Demolition 
Start Date: August 2009 
Completion Date: November 2009 
Scope: Removal and steel preparation of 4 
E.A.F. bag houses and the ductile iron pipe.

Scrap Processing 
Start Date: September 2009 
Completion Date: January 2010 
Scope: Scrap processing of 4,000 gross tons 
of scrap steel.

INDEPENDENCE FACIlITy 
Independence, Ohio 
50,000 tons of ODOT #304 base material

JACKSoNVIllE FACIlITy 
Jacksonville, Florida 
50,000 tons of 2" minus base material

KAMMINGA & RooDVoETS, INC. 
Memphis International Airport - Memphis, 
Tennessee 
50,000 tons of 1 ½" minus concrete crushing

lAFARGE – NoRTH AMERICA 
Cave in Rock, Illinois 
400,000 tons of limestone crushing into 
various stones

lAKElAND FACIlITy 
Lakeland, Florida 
50,000 tons of 2" minus base material

McCARTHy IMPRoVEMENTS 
I-80 – Port Byron, Illinois 
32,000 tons of 1 ½" minus concrete crushing

MoUNTAINEER QUARRy 
Newell, West Virginia 
200,000 tons of sand and gravel crushing

oRlANDo FACIlITy 
Orlando, Florida 
200,000 tons of stone and base material

PUNTA GoRDA FACIlITy 
Punta Gorda, Florida 
50,000 tons of 2" minus base material

STEIN/I.S.G. SlAG CRUSHING 
ISG Mill, Cleveland, Ohio 
400,000 tons of slag crushed into #57, #8 
and #10 stone

TAMPA FACIlITy 
Tampa, Florida 
50,000 tons of 2" minus base material

TAyloR MURPHy CoNSTRUCTIoN 
Asheville, North Carolina 
770,000 tons of granite crushing producing 
various sized materials

The demolition division executed a picture perfect 
structural drop of (3) boilers and precipitators at 
the Toronto Power Station Demolition project that 
is currently under way. Over a month was required 
to prepare the building’s structure in order for 
this to proceed smoothly, and another month was 
needed to cut and process approximately 7,500 
gross tons of scrap steel, the largest amount in 
company history. 

Toronto Power Station Demolition
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order to maintain the owner’s completion date. 
We began loading/hauling with two 10-hour 
shifts per day in early July to help maintain 
the project’s schedule. The contract requires 
860,000 cubic yards of material to be moved by 
September 30, 2009. 

In April of this year, Independence was awarded 
a contract to begin the lateral expansion of a 
residual waste landfill for the Conesville Plant 
located in Conesville, Ohio. As the existing 
landfill nears planned capacity, the owner 
utilized this construction season to begin the 
mass excavation of an adjacent hillside to 
accommodate future storage of FGD material 
generated by the Conesville Plant.

Independence crews began E&S control work, 
grubbing operations and topsoil removal in May 
and commenced earthmoving operations in 
early June. The project calls for the excavation of 
approximately 1,100,000 cubic yards of material 
to either waste on-site or to be sized according to 
owner’s needs. Independence is responsible for 
processing 370,000 cubic yards of material from 
the excavation ranging in size from 0"-6" of soil/
rock mixtures to 6"-18" of rip rap. Generating 

this quantity of processed material has taken 
careful coordination by excavation crews in order 
to ensure acceptable sized material is placed in 
designated areas, even though the excavation 
contains mostly hard ripped and/or blasted rock.

We have also worked an aggressive schedule in 

Conesville Plant lateral landfill Expansion
FEATURED PRoJECT
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CURRENT PRoJECT

Northeast ohio Regional Sewer District Update
Crews work at NEORSD Southerly Treatment 
Plant stabilizing bio-solid sludge from six 
digesters that are being removed to allow for 
the new 118 million dollar incinerator building. 
The sludge was contaminated with Cobalt 60 
over thirty years ago and has been sitting since 
that time. The Cobalt 60 has a short half-life and 
most of the material is spent, but it still has to be 
scanned for any remaining contamination.

The sludge is mixed with a drying agent utilizing 
a screw & paddle mixer that was custom made at 
Independence Recycling’s fabrication shop. The 
drying agent had to be mixed with 11' deep sludge 
to get it to the consistency of topsoil so it could be 
placed on the conveyor belt for scanning.

Removal of all the sludge is now complete and 
crews are preparing to demolish the digester 
tanks, install the beams and lagging and 
complete the excavation for the future building. 

This past spring, Independence Excavating 
returned to the Ravenna Army Ammunition 
Plant to complete another phase of a large-
scale concrete removal project. Our scope of 
work included complete foundation and footing 
removal, as well as processing and hauling 
16,500 yards of concrete off-site.

Ravenna Arsenal
During World War II, Ravenna, Ohio was the site 
of the Ravenna Arsenal, which produced more 
weapons for the war effort than any other plant 
in the United States. More than 14,000 Ohioans 
found employment here during World War II, 
illustrating Ohio’s important contribution to 
winning World War II from 1942 to 1945.

Their goal was to remove the building 
foundations in order to test and abate the 
underlying and surrounding ground from any 
explosive residues left behind from years of 
building bombs on the site.

We are proud to have been a part of this project 
on this historic site. 


