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Feature Project

BRIDGEVIEW CROSSINGS
Justin King, Project Manager

In December of 2006, Panzica Construction awarded what was
the beginning of a 70-acre site development project for SnyderCannata Interests.
Since December, a lot has changed at the intersection
of Transportation Boulevard and Granger Road. Independence
Excavating joined in the project with the task of razing 54 houses
which took approximately four months.
The site package developed into a very aggressively scheduled
project. Our job included the laying of 555 lf of 42” pipe and
placement of 30,000 cy of embankment ahead of the final grading
plan being designed.
Following completion of the early site package, Independence
Excavating was chosen to perform the mass excavation which
posed multiple obstacles. The requirements of the future retail
stores would only allow a 3” minus granular material fill in the 75’
deep ravine. Achieving this specification was not an easy task. It
took additional equipment and multiple fills to keep progressively
moving forward at the rate that was needed to maintain the
schedule. On a site consisting of 30% clays and 70% rock, only

a little more than half was usable due to the rest being expansive
shale that was only allowed outside of the future buildings. This
caused us to strategically make cuts to expose the unusable
material.
In August of 2007 Panzica Construction awarded us the utility
package which began in September, 2007. The
scope of work consisted of 9,000 lf of waterline,
8,000 lf of sanitary, and 11,000 ft of storm, all
which followed the same strict requirements of a
3” minus backfill.
Together with the Panzica management team of
Bill Davis and Mike Picciano, as well as the M.
Neff Design Group, we look forward to completing
yet another successful project.

President’s Message

F r e d S c h u l d - Te a c h e r, F r i e n d ,
Extraordinaire

Vic DiGeronimo Sr.

I received many, many compliments on my last
President’s message, in which I outlined all of the
DiGeronimo’s (29) on our payroll with the hundreth
DiGeronimo soon to be born. Well, I am pleased to
say that Samuel Robert DiGeronimo was born on July
3rd! Congratulations to parents Donnie and Francie
DiGeronimo and grandparents Jay and Flory Rose and
Bobby and Cindi DiGeronimo!
One of the most gratifying compliments I received in
the form of a hand written note was from my good friend
and former high school history teacher Mr. Fred Schuld.
Although history was not one of my best subjects, (I
can’t think of one right now) Mr. Schuld was one of my
favorite teachers who was highly respected by all of his
students. His homework assignments were minimal, but
were always completed on time, as I sub–contracted all of
my homework to Lurlie, my wonderful wife to whom I have
been married to for forty-five years!
In the book, “Tuesdays with Morrie,” there is a quote
which states: “A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell
where the influence stops.” Well, obviously Fred Schuld’s
influence still has not stopped for over 52 years! Amazing
when you stop and reflect on your life. At least once a
year he sends me a note complimenting our family and
company. His latest is shown at right.
He announced all the football games until 1986 and
still keeps in contact with many of his students. He
recently attended a 50th class reunion for the class of ’57
and shortly afterwards attended my brother Tony’s 32nd.
Everybody loves Mr. Fred Schuld. Thank you Mr. Schuld
for the influence you had, and still have in my life!
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Arrivederci!

Fred Schuld doing public address for a football game behind the Independence
Middle School. Tower erected by Independence Excavating, Inc.

E m p l o y e e S p o t l i g h t - E d L y n c h J r.

100% Effort, Work Ethic And Loyalty
Vic DiGeronimo Jr.
Ed Lynch Jr, Operations Manager of our Pennsylvania Construction, achieved a spectacular milestone earlier this year by claiming 200 Sprint
car feature victories. Ed’s racing is a family business just like our construction company.  His father, Ed Sr. (who drove race cars for the DiGeronimo
family 25 years ago), works with Ed in the race shop. His mom has been promoting and assisting with the business part of the race team since its
inception. Ed’s wife Heather and two children, Ed III and Sye, are always on hand to help and support their husband and father. The entire family is
necessary for Ed’s continued success. Ed’s racing and his contributions to Independence Excavating
are at the same pace – 100% effort, work ethic, and loyalty. These are the three major things that
have helped him race well and have helped Independence Excavating succeed in the new markets in
Pennsylvania.
The entire DiGeronimo family congratulates Ed and the Lynch family on their continued success
in racing and sincerely thanks you for all your hard work and success that you have brought to the
DiGeronimo Companies.

2007 Co-Op Students
Lisa DiGeronimo

As the summer of 2007 comes to a close, we are proud to reflect
on another busy but successful co-op term for both office and field
interns. In total, Independence Excavating hosted six exceptional
students representing the Universities of Akron, Cincinnati, Ohio,
and Toledo from both civil engineering and construction management
programs. The three month program paired these college students with
our supervision on various site development and concrete projects
including State Route 8, L’Oreal, and McDowell County Prison in

Welch, West Virginia. The continued goal of our co-op program is
to enhance students' educational experience with real-world work
exposure. By incorporating theory learned in the classroom with
practical application and skill development on the job, we hope
to contribute to the development of the student’s personal and
professional maturity as well as the skills and knowledge applicable
to their interest in the field of construction. A special thank you to all
involved in making the summer co-op such a success.
3

DiGeronimo Companies Annual Picnic
On Sunday, September 23rd, the DiGeronimo Companies held
their annual company picnic & clambake at Astorhurst picnic
grounds. As this was our first year to include the clambake at
the much closer location of Walton Hills, the team at Astorhurst
was thrilled to host over 350 DiGCo employees and their family
members. A gorgeous day, delicious menu, and numerous games
and attractions made for yet another memorable picnic. The
occasion also provided another opportunity to highlight DiGCo’s
Core Values on t-shirt give-aways.
A very special thank you to Lisa Melillo for all of her hard
work in coordinating the days events!
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CORE VALUES
~ INTEGRITY ~
I will never compromise my integrity or jeopardize the reputation
of the company – “Our handshake is our word.”
~ QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ~
We demand that every job is done right – every time, from beginning to end.
~ LOYALTY ~
I will be part of a team; contributing and celebrating in our team’s success.
~ RESPECT ~
I will respect and treat customers and fellow employees like family;
valuing each individual’s ideas and contributions.
~ COMMITMENT ~
I will perform my job in a manner that continues to enhance the traditions
and reputation of all DiGeronimo Companies.

5

New Projects
Cuyahoga Community College –
Center for Innovation of the Arts
Location:  Carnegie Ave., Cleveland, Ohio
Owner:  Cuyahoga Community College
Start Date:  October, 2007
Completion Date:  November, 2008
Scope of work: Selective demolition of existing
garage and site structures, site utilities and
grading, 14,000 cy building basement &
foundation excavation, building backfill, concrete
foundations, basement walls, basement slab, 1st
– 3rd  floors and roof decks, and elevators.

Lifeworks Southland Demolition

University Hospital Demolition

Location: Pleasant Hills, Pennsylvania
General Contractor: Zamias Construction
Start Date: August, 2007
Completion Date: November, 2007
Scope of work: Demolition and backfill of mall
stores, installation utilities, concrete and asphalt.

Location:  Euclid Ave., Cleveland, Ohio
General Contractor:  Ozanne Construction
Start Date:  October, 2007
Completion Date:  November, 2007
Scope of work:  Demolition of a five story dorm
building, 14,000 cy of backfill and miscellaneous
site demolition and restoration.

Ricerca
Locations: Concord Township, Ohio
General Contractor: Gilbane Building Co.
Owner: Ricerca Labs
Start Date: July, 2007
Completion Date: September, 2007
Scope of work: Concrete foundation, slab-ongrade and slab-on-deck for an animal testing
facility.

Weirton Open Hearth Demolition
Location:  Weirton, West Virginia
Owner:  Mittal Steel USA
Start Date: August, 2007
Completion Date:  December, 2007
Scope of work: Razing of 1,265,000 s.f. of metal
buildings that include the scrapping of various
equipment and large e.o.t. cranes. We will be
dropping, preparing, and recycling approximately
25,000 gross tons of steel which will be generated
from the razing activities.

Crushing Projects
Allega Cement / I-90 Project
– Phase II
Painesville, Ohio
50,000 tons of #304 concrete sub-base

Mantua, Ohio
125,000 tons of sand and gravel crushed
into ODOT #304

Allied Corp. – West 3rd Street

Lakeland Facility

Cleveland, Ohio  
50,000 tons of asphalt crushing to 2”
minus material

DiGeronimo Aggregates, LLC
Independence, Ohio
300,000 tons of 2” minus shale crushing

Lakeland, Florida
50,000 tons of 2” minus base material

Stein/I.S.G. Slag Crushing

Tampa Facility

Oakdale Construction

Jacksonville, Florida
50,000 tons of 2” minus base material

Punta Gorda, Florida
50,000 tons of 2” minus base material

M.K. Taylor Construction

I-75 / Archer-Western

Jacksonville Facility

Punta Gorda Facilty

ISG Mill, Cleveland, Ohio
600,000 tons of slag crushed into #57, #8,
and #10 stone

Ft. Myers, Florida
25,000 tons of 2” minus base material

Independence, Ohio
100,000 tons of ODOT #304 base material

Chester, South Carolina
Crushing of specialty lightweight concrete

Maidsville, West Virginia
150,000 tons of limestone crushing
Hampton, Virginia
50,000 tons of 3” x 11/2” concrete and 11/2”
minus concrete sub-base

Independence Facility

Owens Corning / Cultured Stone

Long View Power Plant

Fort Myers Facility

Macon, Georgia
91,000 tons of 2” minus concrete crushing
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LaFarge – North America

Scott Township, Pennsylvania
100,000 tons of concrete crushing to 3”
minus backfill material

Orlando Facility

Orlando, Florida
200,000 tons of stone and base material  

Owens Corning / Cultured Stone
Navarre, Ohio
Crushing of specialty lightweight concrete

Tampa, Florida
50,000 tons of 2” minus base material

Valley View Facility

Valley View, Ohio
150,000 tons of #1’s, #2’s, and #304 base
material

Welch Federal Prison

Welch, West Virginia
450,000 tons of various sandstone crushing

Independence makes L’Oreal look beautiful!
Ted Howard, Project Manager
In July, we began work for Lexington Streetsboro, LLC,
constructing new retaining walls, truck road, and expanding
the loading dock area at L’Oreal Professional Products
division in Streetsboro. This facility is a packing and
distribution center that employs over 1,200 people. When
the project is completed we will have moved over 40,000
c.y. of dirt and installed 17,200 square feet of new retaining
wall. The retaining wall consists of 3’W x 3’H x 8’L concrete
units that weigh 5,500 pounds each. Together with geogrid
reinforcement, these walls will hold back soils as high as
40’ to allow for construction of the truck loading dock and
parking areas. The walls are a design – build project and
we have teamed up with Mack Concrete and Alber & Rice to
design and construct the walls. Neff & Associates and EDP
Consultants were hired by the owner to develop the overall
plans and design criteria and oversee the project.  

Current Project

Weirton Open Hearth Demolition
On September 6, 2007 we dropped the first section of the open hearth
building columns and roof. This section of building column was 320 in
length and the roof section totaled 38,000 square feet. Our high burners
moved onto the next section of building in preparation for the next drop while
our Hitachi 850 and Cat 345 equipped with hydraulic shears stayed behind
to cut-up, segregate and prepare the steel that was dropped for recycling at
the Wheeling Pittsburgh Steel Corporation Complex in Steubenville, Ohio.
The next section of building is scheduled to drop
in early October 2007.
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Current Project

Lake County Hospital
Steve Hamilton, Project Engineer
Work is underway at Lake County’s new
hospital in Concord Township. Independence
Excavating is working with Gilbane Building
Company to perform the project’s concrete
package. Our scope of work includes concrete
footers, formed foundation walls, slab-on-grade,
and slab-on-deck pours. When completed, the
finished product will be a 300,000 sf hospital
serving the entire county’s wellness needs.
To date, this is the largest concrete project
Independence Excavating has undertaken. The
schedule has been condensed due to a rainy
August and workers are trying to beat the
arrival of structural steel on November 1st.
Plus, the project is located in the heart of
Ohio’s snowbelt where many winter concrete pours will take
place. Even with the many challenges of this project, the

growing concrete division is confident and excited about
completing it on schedule.

Wow – What a find!
Frank Kordinak, Assistant Project Manager
With all the earth moving perform here at Independence
Excavating, it is nice once in a while when we find one of nature’s
treasures in the dirt or rock we move. Such was the case back
in June of this year on the Rt. 8 job when several of us began
to find what appeared to be plant fossils in the sandstone rock
coming from our borrow site on Valley View Rd. As a geologist,
it was nice to see fellow employees take the time to look for
some well-preserved fossils. The accompanying photo shows a
calamite fossil with the host rock being brown-grey sandstone
of Pennsylvanian Age, approximately 323 million years old. A
calamite was a common plant for the time, similar to modern day
bamboo, and was found in the prehistoric coal swamps of the
day. A calamite plant would have reached heights of nearly 100
feet and could be up to 3 feet in diameter. This sample was one of
many we found that day and was given to Rich DiGeronimo when
he visited us at the site.
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