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Duck Rescue Information – Victoria 2017 
 

 

Thank you for your interest in attending duck rescue in 2017.  (Note: this event is a ‘rescue’ not a ‘protest’). 

Despite waterbirds at the lowest numbers on record, another full recreational duck shooting season will 
commence on Saturday, March 18 and close June 12.  Each duck shooter will be allowed to take 10 birds 
per day.  Blue-winged Shovelers cannot be shot this year. 

Over the years, the duck rescue team has played a major role in changing public opinion.  Today duck 
shooters make up only 0.4% of Victorians - a 75% drop in numbers since the campaign commenced in 1986. 

Once again rescuers will patrol the wetlands every weekend of the three-month season.  Wounded birds will 
receive veterinary treatment and dead birds found shot and illegally left on the wetlands (including illegally 
shot protected species) will be displayed outside the Premier’s or other MP’s offices.  

Since the collapse of the insurance company HIH in 2001, we have been unable to obtain public 
liability insurance so all rescuers are required to sign an Indemnity Form (see example below) 
after arriving at duck rescue on Friday night.   

 

SAFETY  -  WARNINGS 

 
IT IS DANGEROUS ON WETLANDS WHERE SHOOTING TAKES PLACE  
 
A rescuer was shot in the face in 2011 and was lucky not to have been blinded or killed.  (Since then 
we have purchased Defence Department ballistics goggles for rescuers.  These are irreplaceable and 
must be returned before you depart.)  In the 30-year history of the campaign, 2011 was the only time 
a rescuer was seriously injured.  
 
Because it is dangerous you must stay on your guard and keep your wits about you.   
 
Duck shooters use shotguns that fire around 200 tiny steel pellets which fan out after leaving the 
gun.  At close range a shotgun blast will be fatal.  The range of a shotgun is about 50 - 80 metres but 
at 80 metres it can still cause damage to eyes and exposed skin.   
 
It is important that all rescuers wear the safety equipment provided (see below). 

 
 
USE MOSQUITO REPELLENT REGULARLY AND WEAR PROTECTIVE CLOTHING 
 
Murray Valley Encephalitis, (which is particularly dangerous), Ross River Virus and Barmah Forest 
Fever could be present.  (To our knowledge no rescuers have ever contracted these mosquito  
viruses but it is wise to take precautions). 
 
For protection against avian influenza, disposable gloves will be provided to rescuers who want 
them. 

 
 

INFORMATION MEETINGS 

New rescuers must attend an Information Meeting and it is strongly recommended that 
previous rescuers also attend. 

Information Meetings will be held at:  

South Melbourne Town Hall, 210 Bank Street, South Melbourne on  
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 Wednesday 8 March, at 7.15 – 9.30 pm, or 

 Saturday 11 March at 2.15 – 4.30 pm. 

(Free street parking is available or take Tram 12 (to stop 128) on Clarendon Street, Tram 1 (to stop 24) on 
Park Street or Tram 96 (to stop 127) on the light-rail. 

 

 
POSSIBLE HEAVY FINES 
 
It is an offence to enter a shooting wetland before 10am and after two hours prior to sunset during the 
whole shooting season.  It is also an offence to be within 25 metres of the shoreline of a shooting wetland.  
 
Because most birds are killed or wounded prior to 10am, if we want to help the birds we must enter the water 
before 10am.  
 
If you decide to take this option, move quickly to avoid authorities but if you do get booked and ordered to 
leave the wetlands – do as you are asked.  Sometimes rescuers do not hear when ordered to stop.  Never 
be disrespectful, abusive or swear at officers but ask for proper identification because sometimes shooters 
pose as officers.   
 
Our legal advisors strongly suggest you provide your name and address only and give a ‘no comment’ 
response to all other questions.   Do not give false information as this can lead to serious criminal charges.   
 
Take video footage if you see officers booking a rescuer.  We need to know the officers name, ID number, 
position and department, and what is said to the rescuer.  If any booking officers are intimidating and bullying 
we will name and shame them on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
This year the fine for being in the water before 10am or for being within 25 metres of the shoreline will be 
$930.   It is important that you inform us immediately you receive an infringement notice so we can help you 
decide your best option – to either pay the fine and perhaps recover the cost from crowd funding or take the 
matter to court, plead guilty, but explain why you were obliged to break the law.  This has resulted in lower 
fines in the past.   
 
If you prefer not to risk a fine you can help on shore and then search for dead and wounded birds after 10am 
when it is legal to enter the water.  But to ensure you are not fined you must stay 25 metres from shore. 
 
 

IMPORTANT SAFETY RULES FOR RESCUERS 
 

 At all times, rescuers must stay a minimum of 20 metres from shooters and shooters’ decoys 

 Do not destroy or interfere with shooters’ hides 

 Do not respond verbally to any abuse by duck shooters and avoid conversing with them 
(silence is strength). 

 Wear a white t-shirt and/or jumper (it will be very cold at first but might heat up quickly). 

 The following gear will be loaned to you by CADS, and must be worn: 
 

o Protective defence force ballistic goggles (which are the best we can obtain but are 
still not 100% foolproof) – or safety glasses. 

o a fluoro safety vest  
o a peaked white duck rescue beanie  

 
Please return all these before you go home    

 
 

CAN’T COME TO THE OPENING WEEKEND?  
 
Our teams will patrol the wetlands every weekend of the full 3-month season but the teams will be smaller 
and arrangements different.  If you sign up to attend ‘other weekends’ you will be notified each week by 
email and contacted if you respond. 
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Easter is on April 14 – 17.   This is always a big shooting weekend and we will need as many rescuers as 
possible. 
 
 

DOGS  
 
Do not bring your dog to the wetlands.  Only shooters’ dogs are legally permitted on the wetlands and you 
could be fined. 

 
 
WHAT TO BRING 
 
It is physically exhausting being on the wetlands for long periods of time.  Make sure you have water to drink 
and high energy snack foods, but ensure your bag isn’t too heavy. 
 
For the wetlands: 
 

 backpack (for snacks, drinking water, suntan lotion, mosquito repellent, small torch, etc.) 

 a towel and dry warm clothes to change into when you come out of the water 

 sunscreen and insect repellent 

 snack food (there may not be time to buy anything until returning from the wetlands on Saturday) 

 small bottle of water (very important) 

 small torch (very important) 

 cool & warm clothing (it can be freezing before the sun appears – or rainy). 

 waterproof disposable camera or waterproof digital camera and transfer cord or mobile phone 
camera (in waterproof pouch) 

 small binoculars (optional) 

 old, white, warm clothing and a white t-shirt underneath 

 old runners or lace-up shoes for wading through wetlands (wetsuit booties work well) 

 black jeans or black legging or shorts are OK 
 

Wear comfortable, white tops and the beanie and fluoro vests CADS’ provides so you can be clearly seen 

by both shooters and birds. (If birds see you they will stay out of shotgun range.)  It is important for your 
safety that shooters can see you easily on the wetland. Do not wear dark tops – it is dangerous.  Do not 
wear track-suit pants which pull down when wet and heavy (you might get wet up to your waist or higher).  A 
wetsuit or leggings work well.  Do not bring gumboots that fill with water and cause problems.  Do not wear 
waders, which are dangerous.  If you fall into the water they can fill with water and you may drown.  A 
number of shooters have drowned this way.  Do not bring jewellery or valuables.  Do not bring drugs or 
alcohol. 
 
For the weekend: 
 

 A tent (and mattress)  

 Sleeping bag & pillow 

 Another towel and toiletries 

 Snack food for the minivan from Melbourne to the caravan park (could be a 3 1/2 - 4 hour drive).  

 Breakfast food 

 Money for food and to pay your expenses.  (Minivan fee - $25, camping fees – $10 per person per night, 
cabin fee - $40 for 2 nights, evening vegan dinner - $10.)  A free vegan morning snack will be provided 
at the wetlands on Saturday.) 

 Plastic bags for wet, smelly swamp clothes 

 Several changes of clothing and footwear. 
 

DEPARTURE FROM MELBOURNE 
 
Minivans will depart from the Abbotsford Convent at 1 St Heliers Street, Abbotsford (next to the 
Collingwood Children’s Farm) at 1.00, 3.00, & 7.00pm on Friday, March 17.  Booking is essential ($25 – 
pay on the day).  For safety reasons, do not talk with the driver while he/she is driving. 

 



4 

 

UPON ARRIVAL on Friday night 
 
IMPORTANT:  Car drivers must fill up with petrol on arrival as there will be no time to do this in the 
morning. 

 
You will be required to pay accommodation fees and the cost of the Saturday night meal ($10) to our 
volunteers at the entrance to the caravan park as you drive in.  Tent sites: $10 per person per night. 

Shared cabins: (available for 2 nights only) $40 per person for 2 nights. 

 
Everyone  (whether going into the water or not) – including all motel people - must register 
at the Information Tent in the caravan park.  You will be required to sign the Indemnity Form and you 

will be allocated to a team, with a leader and given information about the Saturday morning departure 
procedure.  You will be loaned ballistic or safety goggles, fluoro vests, white duck rescue peaked beanies, 
pillowslips for carrying wounded birds, whistles and small orange flags for safety and to warn birds away 
(please return these and ensure your name is ticked, before returning home).  Campers will be shown where 
to pitch their tents. 
 
All teams will have a walkie-talkie, a compass, a long-handled flag and a pressure bandage in case of 
snake-bite. (We have never had problems with snakes but there is always a first-time.)   
 

Please ensure all borrowed items are returned to the Information Tent and ticked off prior to 
departure.  
 

Be as quiet as possible at the caravan park as there will be other campers staying there.   

 
Any queries can be addressed to your team leaders or to the information tent staff. 
 
Everyone, (especially motel people) should have their mobile phones turned on (and charged) at all times so 
we can contact you if necessary. 
 

 
WHAT TO EXPECT  
 
At the caravan park you will be woken very early (maybe 4am) and you will need to be ready to depart in 
about 30 minutes (so prepare what you need the night before).  Motel people need to come to the caravan 
park early because team leaders will hold a quick meeting before departure from the caravan park.  We will 
leave in convoy but you will be directed where to go, and when. 
 
Upon arrival at the wetlands, small valuables, keys and mobile phones can be left with the ‘valuables’ person 
wearing a red hat. We recommend you take your mobile phone with you on the water for safety reasons, but 
ensure it is protected in a waterproof pouch as many phones have been dropped in the water and destroyed.  
 
Find your team and stay with them.  Your team leaders will tell you what to do at the wetlands. 
 
Never enter or leave a wetland alone.  Always stay with your team leader but if you become separated 
attach yourself to another team or stay in foursomes so if someone gets hurt, one of you can stay with the 
injured person and the other two can go for help.  All team leaders will have walkie-talkies and be in touch 
with base. 
 
Always stay with other rescuers.   Never go anywhere on the wetlands alone. 
 
Be on the alert, follow the directions of your team leader and go to the assistance of other rescuers as 
required.   
 
Sometimes shot falls out of the sky like hail, but it is not harmful or painful.  The beanies and goggles will 
protect you from this. 
 

Wear a white t-shirt and white jumper as well as the fluorescent vest we will lend you.  This will 

make it easier for you to be seen both by the shooters and the bright fluoro will help keep birds out of 
shotgun range.  
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Shooters sometimes try to create conflict with rescuers. Verbal abuse is inevitable, so be prepared and 
remember to ignore it.  Do not react to their silly, rude or abusive insults. Your job is to help the birds, not to 
interact with shooters. 
 
If you encounter trouble, film the incident and the shooter involved, and record where it occurred and the 
time, and the registration number of any boats.  Report the incident to Dave, Ward (supervising the walkie-
talkies) or Lynn as soon as possible. Recordings of the event may be vital evidence in prosecuting shooters 
involved in illegal activities. 
 
If you witness illegal activity by shooters – especially shooting of protected and/or threatened species – 
photograph the evidence and the shooter and call Lynn (0414 816 509) immediately – or get your team 
leader to radio in.  The Game Management Authority say they are keen to prosecute shooters who act 
illegally. 
 
Our Twitter and Facebook administrators will post photos and information as they happen, so send 
information to the phone contacts which your team leader will provide. 
 
Do not promote or involve yourself in any conflict.  Our purpose is to help and protect birds, not to engage 
with the shooters.  There is strength in silence.  We must always take the moral high ground. 
 
In 2012 and 2013 shooters were prosecuted for assaulting rescuers.  It was mobile phone footage that led to 
the shooters being charged.   
 
Shooting will subside after a few hours as most birds will either be dead or have flown away.  But we will 
continue searching for wounded and dead birds.   
 

When you come off the wetland you must have your name ticked off by a delegated 
‘shore’ person (who will wear a red DUCK RESCUE baseball hat and be waiting near 
our base tent with a clipboard).   
 
If you go back into the wetlands you must inform a shore person and then ensure 
you are ticked off when again returning to shore. 
 
CADS will provide free drinks and vegan snacks near the base tent for all volunteers.  Please help yourself. 
 
We will then re-mobilise to continue looking for wounded birds on this, or another wetland or return to the 
caravan park.  The procedure will be similar on Sunday morning.   
 
If you have taken significant or noteworthy photos or video footage, please take your camera to the base tent 
at the wetlands for processing, as soon as possible.  Take your own transfer cord with you. 
 
On Saturday evening at around 6.30pm a vegan meal will be provided at the caravan park for $10.00.  At 
7.30pm on Saturday, immediately after the dinner, we will discuss the day’s events and make plans for 
Sunday.  Please attend so you know what is planned for Sunday. 
 
One of the minivans might return on Saturday afternoon if required.  On Sunday minivans will depart early 
afternoon – probably between 1 – 2pm and it is likely to be a 3 or 4 hour trip back to Melbourne. 
 
 

WOUNDED BIRDS 
 
Research shows that one in four birds shot will be wounded.  Try to catch wounded birds and then 
immediately bring them to shore for veterinary attention.  Move quietly and avoid flushing birds hiding in 
reeds up into the air and into shooters’ guns. 
 
Avoid catching moulting, stressed or birds too young to fly - all of these can be mistaken for wounded birds.  
If a bird is strong enough to avoid capture it may not be wounded.  Wounded birds will be highly stressed 
and may try to escape despite their injuries.  Keep the bird warm, hold firmly and to minimise stress, cover 
the bird’s head or place in an inside-out pillowslip (note:  inside threads can strangle and wet pillow-slips can 
suffocate birds).  Make sure the wings are in a natural position.  Do not attempt to assess the bird yourself 
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(assessment causes stress and this should be left to the vet and vet nurses who can sedate the bird if 
necessary).   
 
A minimum of two people should take the bird to shore as quickly and quietly as possible.  Kayaks are 
usually faster than wading, so try to pass the wounded bird to a rescuer in a kayak.  
 

Hand the bird to a member of the veterinary team and unless otherwise instructed, move away from the 
veterinary clinic immediately.  Noise stresses injured birds so keep quiet.  The vet team will do everything 
possible to save the bird.  Leave your details and we’ll inform you of the bird’s outcome. 

 

Don’t feel you haven’t achieved anything if you do not bring in a bird.  A large rescue team 
is important and just your presence at the wetlands will have an impact and will have saved 
birds from being shot.  
 

 
BIRDS 
 
There are seven so-called ‘game’ species, which can be shot this year – but Blue-winged Shovelers are 
protected this year and off the list.  Shooters can take 10 birds per day.  All ‘game’ species are native birds, 
which are fully protected except during duck shooting seasons. 
 
Chestnut teal   
Grey teal  
Hardhead duck 
Mountain duck (or Shelduck)  
Pacific Black duck 
Pink-eared duck 
Wood duck 
 
If you find a dead game bird (make sure it is not just stunned), offer it to a shooter.  Don’t approach shooters 
closer than 20m – but call out - leave the bird and walk away if he comes to take it.  If the shooter takes a 
dead game bird it means he’ll shoot one less to make up his bag of 10.  If you are unsure of the species, ask 
an experienced rescuer.  Collect all dead birds abandoned by shooters (officers may try to take them from 
you) and tell Lynn when you return to shore.  Wounded birds should be brought in immediately and handed  
to vets or wildlife carers for veterinary attention. 
 
 

THE MEDIA 
 
Please be polite and co-operate with the media.  If you are interviewed, stick to the facts and never abuse 
shooters on (or off) camera.  Any irresponsible behaviour reported by the media will reflect badly on the 
whole campaign. 
 
If the media interviews shooters please don’t yell out or interrupt journalists when they are doing their job.  It 
would result in bad publicity for us. 
 
It is the media coverage received over the past 30 years which has turned the tide of public opinion in our 
favour, caused a 75% reduction in the numbers of duck shooters in Victoria and bans on duck shooting in 
WA, NSW and Queensland.    
 
 

TELL US WHAT HAPPENED 
 
It is very important that we know everything that happens out on the wetlands.  Please tell Lynn or write 
down your experiences and post or email them to us as soon as possible. 
 

 
ANY QUERIES? 
 
Don’t hesitate to contact Lynn on 0414 816 509 or email rescue@duck.org.au 

mailto:rescue@duck.org.au
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INDEMNITY FORM – to sign at the caravan park on Friday 

 
 

Rescuing wounded waterbirds on wetlands open to duck shooting is dangerous.  In 2011 a rescuer was shot 
in the face and hands, and was extremely lucky not to have been blinded or killed. 
 
During the 1990s all rescuers were covered by insurance, however, since the collapse of HIH in 2001 it has 
not been possible to obtain public liability insurance for rescuers. 
 
Consequently we require all duck rescuers to sign this Indemnity Form. 
 
 
I (name of rescuer)……… ……………………………………. 
 

- hereby absolve the Coalition Against Duck Shooting, all volunteer office holders, committee 
members and all volunteers, from any litigation 
 

 
- understand that CADS cannot cover possible high fines of up to $930 for entering the water or being 

within 25 metres of the shoreline, before 10am  
 
 

- understand that I enter the water at my own risk. 
 
 

- I have read and will comply with this year’s Duck Rescue Information 
 
 

- I will stay a minimum of 20 metres from shooters and shooters’ decoys 
 
 

- I will not respond verbally to any abuse by duck shooters and will avoid conversing with them 
(silence is strength).  

 
 
 
Signature……….…………………………………………………. 
 
 
Date……………………………………. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


