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PRESS RELEASE 
	HOT DOCS 2022 PUTS THE SPOTLIGHT ON TORONTO FILMMAKERS  

	
Toronto, March 30, 2022 – Toronto, Canada’s largest city and one of the most multicultural cities in the 
world, is brimming with filmmaking talent that creates works as diverse as the city itself. This colourful 
city has an astounding number of stories to discover and explore, and these are reflected in the 
ingenious and captivating films crafted by local documentarians.  Hot Docs is pleased to present 21 
feature films and five shorts in this year’s Festival that have been directed or produced by Toronto 
filmmakers. These films are presented at Hot Docs with the support of the City of Toronto.   
 
World Showcase 
AND STILL I SING 
D: Fazila Amiri | P: Lesley Johnson, Fazila Amiri | Canada | 2022 | 90 min | World Premiere 
Under the mentorship of controversial pop star Aryana Sayeed, two young singers vie to become the 
first-ever female winners of Afghan Star. As their dreams are within grasp, their lives are changed when 
the Taliban returns to power. 
 
Canadian Spectrum 
BATATA 
D: Noura Kevorkian | P: Paul Scherzer, Noura Kevorkian | Canada, Lebanon, Qatar | 2022 | 126 min | 
North American Premiere 
Unfolding over a decade, the lives of migrant workers toiling in Lebanon’s fields since before Syria’s civil 
war now find themselves stranded in a refugee camp, giving us an unparalleled perspective on the 
ongoing plight of millions of displaced Syrians. 
 
Artscapes 
BEAUTIFUL SCARS 
D: Shane Belcourt | P: Corey Russell | Canada | 2022 | 91 min | World Premiere 
After decades of rebellious, hard living, Canadian singer-songwriter Tom Wilson uncovers the family 
secret underlying his mysterious upbringing—he is Mohawk—and embarks on a journey of self-
discovery to find his place in his new community. 
 
Persister 
CATEGORY: WOMAN 
D: Phyllis Ellis | P: Phyllis Ellis, Howard Fraiberg | Canada | 2022 | 80 min | World Premiere 
When international sports governing bodies rule some female athletes must medically alter their 
healthy bodies under the guise of fair play, four champion runners fight back against racism, policing of 
women's bodies and human rights violations. 
 
Canadian Spectrum 
DON'T COME SEARCHING 
D: Andrew Moir | P: Michelle Serieux, Sherien Barsoum, Andrew Moir | Canada | 2022 | 72 min | World 
Premiere 
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	When her boyfriend, a migrant labourer in Canada, returns to their stifling Jamaican town with an 

engagement ring and news of his terminal diagnosis, Sophia must dig deep to find her own strength in a 
world that would have her powerless. 
 
Canadian Spectrum 
ETERNAL SPRING 
D: Jason Loftus | P: Jason Loftus, Masha Loftus, Yvan Pinard, Kevin Koo | Canada | 2022 | 86 min | 
North American Premiere 
After meeting a survivor of an activist group that boldly hacked Chinese state television to protest 
human rights violations, exiled illustrator Daxiong recreates the events through his art and thrillingly 
captures the inspiring tale of defiance in the face of injustice. 
 
Canadian Spectrum 
FREEDOM FROM EVERYTHING 
D: Mike Hoolboom | P: Mike Hoolboom | Canada | 2022 | 83 min | World Premiere 
Drawing inspiration from Hito Steyerl’s essay Freedom from Everything, Mike Hoolboom reflects on 
AIDS and coronavirus—two pandemics that have shaped his life—while exposing the perils of a 
neoliberal agenda and the pitfalls of a gig economy. 
 
Hidden Histories 
HANDLE WITH CARE: THE LEGEND OF THE NOTIC STREETBALL CREW 
D: Jeremy Schaulin-Rioux, Kirk Thomas | P: Ryan Sidhoo | Canada | 2021 | 86 min | Ontario Premiere   
The Notic, a streetball collective from Vancouver, rose to global fame through VHS mixtapes in the early 
2000s with their jaw-dropping basketball moves, but their success set them against the status quo in a 
battle of self-expression, race and rejection. 
 
Persister 
HUNTING IN PACKS 
D: Chloe Sosa-Sims | P: Hannah Donegan, Ann Shin | Canada | 2022 | 80 min | World Premiere 
Three bold and non-conforming female politicians from Canada, the UK and America advocate for vastly 
different ideologies and agendas, but they share in a common fight on their way to success: upending 
the political establishment. 
 
Special Presentations- Opening Night Film 
INTO THE WEEDS 
D: Jennifer Baichwal | P: Jennifer Baichwal, Nicholas de Pencier | Canada | 2022 | 96 min | World 
Premiere 
Through this David vs. Goliath story of a former groundskeeper who takes on a multinational 
agrochemical corporation after his terminal cancer diagnosis, acclaimed filmmaker Jennifer Baichwal 
delves into humanity’s relationship with the natural world and its responsibility to protect it. 
 
Special Presentations 
THE KIDS IN THE HALL: COMEDY PUNKS 
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	D: Reg Harkema | P: Nick McKinney, Kim Creelman | Canada, USA | 2022 | 95 min | Canadian Premiere   

Through never-before-seen archival footage and interviews with the Kids themselves, delve into the 
group’s mid-1980s post-punk origins and their 40-year legacy as a renowned, cult comedy troupe in the 
leadup to their iconic show’s impending reboot for Prime Video. 
 
Canadian Spectrum 
MY TWO VOICES 
D: Lina Rodriguez | P: Brad Deane, Lina Rodriguez | Canada | 2022 | 68 min | Canadian Premiere   
With quiet and intimate force, three Latin American women share their experiences of immigrating to 
Canada while reflecting on themes of violence, belonging and reconciliation. 
 
Special Presentations 
NAVALNY 
D: Daniel Roher | P: Odessa Rae, Diane Becker, Melanie Miller, Shane Boris | USA | 2022 | 98 min  
In this riveting doc-thriller that won the audience award at Sundance, Russian opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny partners with international news organizations in the months after his attempted assassination 
by a poisonous nerve agent in 2020 to uncover proof of the Kremlin’s involvement. 
 
Canadian Spectrum 
OKAY! (THE ASD BAND FILM) 
D: Mark Bone | P: Gregory Rosati, Amalie Bruun | Canada | 2022 | 75 min | World Premiere 
Get a backstage pass to hang with The ASD Band, four talented autistic musicians, as they embark on the 
challenging road of writing their first original album and gearing up to perform in their first live show. 
 
Canadian Spectrum 
RETURNING HOME 
D: Sean Stiller | P: Andrew Lovesey, Gilles Gagnier | Canada | 2021 | 72 min | Ontario Premiere   
Intertwining narratives of residential school survivors, including Orange Shirt Day founder Phyllis Jack-
Webstad, and Indigenous peoples’ relationship with imperiled wild Pacific salmon in Secwépemc 
territory, this testament to resilience reveals how healing people and healing the natural world are 
synonymous. 
 
World Showcase 
SHOOTING WAR 
D: Patrick Dell | P: Andy Keen, Matt Frehner | Canada | 2022 | 67 min | World Premiere 
Nine internationally renowned conflict photojournalists candidly share the physical, emotional and 
psychological challenges of the frontlines and their struggles to come to terms with bearing witness to 
war’s horror and devastation. 
 
Canadian Spectrum 
SHELTER 
D: Tess Girard | P: Tess Girard | Canada | 2022 | 79 min | World Premiere 
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	From an eccentric old couple's plan to save humanity with a bunker of buried school buses to the 

musings of a youthful gravedigger, the filmmaker returns to the town she grew up in and delicately 
explores our basic human need for a place to call home. 
 
Special Presentations 
THE TALENTED MR. ROSENBERG 
D: Barry Avrich | P: Courtney Shea, Caitlin Cheddie, Mark Selby, Barry Avrich | Canada | 2022 | 70 min | 
World Premiere 
A lurid and revelatory look into our oh-so-susceptible selves, The Talented Mr. Rosenberg is an 
investigation into the appalling and unfathomable mind, motive and method of Albert Rosenberg, aka 
the Yorkville Swindler, and the people who fell for his cons over and over again. 
 
Hidden Histories 
UNLOVED: HURONIA'S FORGOTTEN CHILDREN 
D: Barri Cohen | P: Craig Baines | Canada | 2022 | 90 min | World Premiere 
Driven by a painful family secret, the director dives into the hidden truths surrounding Ontario’s oldest 
government-run home for disabled children and offers up a searing account of the heartbreaking 
aftermath suffered by those subjected to its abuses. 
 
Deep Dive 
WE'RE ALL GONNA DIE (EVEN JAY BARUCHEL) 
D: Victoria Lean | P: Stuart Henderson, Victoria Lean, Ben Travers | Canada | 2022 | 60 min | World 
Premiere 
In this smart, playful, and quirky docuseries about the end of the world, host Jay Baruchel joins top 
scientists, activists, and experts to explore the global crises that could cause humanity's demise, all while 
finding the solutions and technological innovations that might save us all. 
 
World Showcase 
ZERO POSITION 
D: Louie Palu | P: Louie Palu | Canada | 2021 | 85 min | World Premiere 
This rare, experiential journey along Eastern Ukraine’s frontline explores the intricate layers of unseen 
forces that shape the ongoing conflict and sheds light on a country with duelling identities, where loyalty 
to an ideology can result in survival or demise. 
 
  
SHORTS: 
 
BAD AT THIS 
D: Jessie Posthumus | P: Sonya Suraci | Canada | 2021 | 6 min | Toronto Premiere   
 
ALIFE ON MARS 
D: Sebastian Ko | P: Sebastian Ko | Canada | 2021 | 6 min | World Premiere 
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	NOT MY TODAY 

D: Emily Nixon | P: Emily Nixon | Canada | 2021 | 3 min | Canadian Premiere   
 
THE MUSEUM VISITS A THERAPIST 
D: Mirjam Linschooten, Sameer Farooq | P: Sameer Farooq, Mirjam Linschooten | Netherlands, Canada 
| 2021 | 19 min | International Premiere   
 
PATTY VS. PATTY 
D: Chris Strikes | P: Kate Fraser, Chris Strikes, Maya Annik Bedward | Canada | 2022 | 18 min | Toronto 
Premiere 

 
-30- 

 
Hot Docs (www.hotdocs.ca), North America’s largest documentary festival, conference and market, is a 
not-for-profit organization dedicated to advancing and celebrating the art of documentary and to 
creating production opportunities for documentary filmmakers. Hot Docs will present its 29th annual 
edition from April 28 to May 8, 2022 in cinemas across Toronto as well as online to audiences 
throughout Canada. The Festival will offer a dynamic hybrid experience for industry delegates, including 
a live three-day program of knowledge sessions and networking events on its first weekend and online 
market programs and sessions, including the renowned Hot Docs Forum, Hot Docs Deal Maker, 
Distribution Rendezvous and The Doc Shop. Year-round, Hot Docs supports the Canadian and 
international industry with professional development programs and a multi-million-dollar production 
fund portfolio, and fosters education through documentaries with its popular free program Docs For 
Schools. Hot Docs owns and programs the Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema, a century-old landmark located 
in Toronto’s Annex neighbourhood and the world’s first and largest documentary cinema, and operates 
Hot Docs at Home streaming platform.  
 
Starting Wednesday, March 30, Festival ticket package holders, including Doc Soup subscribers, can 
redeem their ticket packages, and Hot Docs Members can purchase single tickets. Starting Tuesday, April 
5, single tickets will be available to the public. Tickets and ticket packages can be purchased and/or 
redeemed online at www.hotdocs.ca or in person at Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema Box Office, located at 
506 Bloor Street West (hours vary daily in accordance with screenings). Single tickets are $19 to regular 
Festival screenings and $22 to Special Presentations and events. A Festival 6-Pack is $99 (on sale April 5), 
a Festival 12-Pack is $189, and a Festival 20-Pack is $269.  Hot Docs offers free tickets for all screenings 
before 5:00 p.m. to those 60+ and students with valid photo I.D., available online the day of the 
screening, subject to availability. Free screenings for students courtesy of CBC GEM.   
 
Hot Docs is proud to include Scotia Wealth Management as its Presenting Platinum Partner; Rogers 
Group of Funds as its Founding Partner; CBC Gem as its Signature Partner; Cineplex and Netflix as its 
Presenting Partners; and Telefilm Canada and the Government of Ontario as its Major Supporters.  
 
FILM STILLS AVAILABLE  
Media Download Site: https://downloads.hotdocs.ca/downloads  
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Virginia Kelly  
V Kelly & Associates, Inc.   
Telephone: 416-839-9239  
Email: info@vkpr.ca    
	
	
	
	


