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	HOT DOCS TO HONOUR MASTER INDIAN DOCUMENTARIAN 

 ANAND PATWARDHAN WITH THE 2022 OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD	
 

2020 AWARD RECIPIENT STANLEY NELSON TO BE RECOGNIZED  
WITH SELECTION OF RECENT WORK 

 
Toronto, March 30, 2022 – Hot Docs announced this morning at a press conference the Hot Docs Board 
of Directors’ selection of Indian filmmaker Anand Patwardhan as the recipient of the 2022 Outstanding 
Achievement Award. A retrospective of Patwardhan’s compelling socio-political films will screen as part 
of Hot Docs Festival, returning April 28 to May 8 in Toronto and online, and he will be in attendance at 
select screenings to participate in audience Q&As. 
 
“Anand Patwardhan is a humanist filmmaker of the highest order, infusing his work with insight, truth 
and an unflinching gaze that refuses to look away from the complexities and contradictions of life,” 
shared Shane Smith, Hot Docs director of programming. “A deep compassion and curiosity drive his 
filmmaking, resulting in a collection of powerful, often gut-punching documentaries that explore the 
lives and experiences of people affected by socio-political and human rights issues. It is a great privilege 
to celebrate Anand Patwardhan at our 2022 Festival.” 
 
Anand Patwardhan has been candidly capturing controversial issues at the crux of social and political life 
in India for over five decades. Many of his films have been banned in the country and have been the 
subject of litigation. Patwardhan received a B.A. in English Literature from Bombay University in 1970, a 
B.A. in Sociology from Brandeis University in 1972, and earned a master’s degree in Communications 
from McGill University in 1982. He has been an activist ever since he was a student—as he joined the 
anti-Vietnam War movement; volunteered in Cesar Chavez’s United Farm Workers Union; worked in 
Kishore Bharati, a rural development and education project in central India; and participated in the Bihar 
anti-corruption movement in the mid-1970s and in the civil liberties and democratic rights movement 
during and after the 1975-77 Emergency. Since then, he has been active in movements for housing 
rights of the urban poor and for communal harmony, fighting against unjust, unsustainable 
development, militarism and nuclear nationalism. Today, Patwardhan continues to face the wrath of the 
State as well as that of religious fundamentalists, describing himself as a “non-serious human being, 
forced by circumstance to make serious films.” 
 
Films presented in this retrospective include Father, Son and Holy War, an exploration of sectarian 
violence and gender inequality in India; Reason, an intimate yet epic film presenting eight stories of 
injustice; A Time to Rise, an eloquent testimony to the progress of the workers’ movement; and War 
and Peace, a documentary journey of peaceful activism in the face of global militarism.  
 
The 2022 Hot Docs Festival will also pay tribute to 2020 Outstanding Achievement Award honouree 
Stanley Nelson, one of documentary’s leading voices.  With a remarkable catalogue of thought-
provoking films chronicling the African American experience, Stanley Nelson is a celebrated filmmaker 
many times over. A MacArthur “Genius” Fellow, he received an individual Peabody Award in 2015 for his 
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	work, and the 2016 Lifetime Achievement Award from the National Academy of Television Arts Sciences. 

He was awarded the National Medal in the Humanities from President Barack Obama, and his films 
Freedom Riders (2010) and Freedom Summer (2014), which look at multiracial efforts to register black 
voters and desegregate public transportation facilities in the Jim Crow South, received high praise, with 
the former awarded three primetime Emmy Awards and the latter earning Nelson a Peabody Award.  
Combining compelling narratives with rich and deeply researched historical detail, Nelson’s films have 
shone new light on both familiar and under-explored aspects of the American past. 
 
“We’re honoured to recognize Stanley Nelson, one of the documentary world’s most important voices, 
who received the 2020 Hot Docs Outstanding Achievement Award, and to feature a selection of new 
films from Stanley’s impressive body of work,” added Shane Smith, director of programming for Hot 
Docs. “His contribution to documentary is unprecedented, with his powerful films providing incisive 
commentary on the African American experience, while restoring his subjects to their rightful place in 
history.”  
 
Hot Docs will present Nelson’s 2022 Oscar-nominated Attica, the story of one of the largest prison riots 
in US history. The Festival will also screen the international premieres of two new films celebrating the 
lives of historic Black American figures: Becoming Frederick Douglass, a chronicle of the life of one of 
the most prominent elder statesmen and powerful voices for freedom in the country’s history; and 
Harriet Tubman: Visions of Freedom, a powerful portrait of the conductor of the Underground Railroad 
who risked her life and freedom to liberate hundreds from slavery.  
 
Screening times and descriptions for films in the Outstanding Achievement Award program appear 
below. For more information on the program please visit www.hotdocs.ca/whats-on.  
 
Films by Anand Patwardhan, 2022 Outstanding Achievement Award Recipient 
 
FATHER, SON AND HOLY WAR 
D: Anand Patwardhan | P: Anand Patwardhan | India | 1994 | 120 min | Canadian Premiere  
Exploring the psychological and sociological roots of sectarian violence and gender inequality in India, 
the filmmaker insightfully examines the idea that violence has its roots in male insecurity and a wish to 
be seen as masculine. 
 

Thursday, May 5 1:15 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 4 
 
REASON 
D: Anand Patwardhan | P: Anand Patwardhan | India | 2018 | 218 min   
With democracy under siege, Anand Patwardhan’s intimate yet epic film brings us eight stories of 
injustice in India, the world’s largest democracy, where the battle between faith and reason relentlessly 
rages. 
 

Friday, May 6 2:45 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 4 
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	A TIME TO RISE 

D: Anand Patwardhan, Jim Monro | P: Jim Monro, Anand Patwardhan | India, Canada | 1981 | 40 min   
On April 6, 1980, the Canadian Farmworkers Union came into existence. Made over two years, this is an 
eloquent testimony to the progress of the workers’ movement from the first stirrings of militancy to the 
energetic canvassing of union members. 
Followed by an extended onstage conversation with Anand Patwardhan. 
 

Tuesday, May 3 6:00 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 4 
 
WAR AND PEACE 
D: Anand Patwardhan | P: Anand Patwardhan | India | 2002 | 135 min   
Filmed over four tumultuous years in India, Pakistan, Japan and the USA following nuclear tests on the 
Indian sub-continent, War and Peace is a documentary journey of peaceful activism in the face of global 
militarism. 
 

Wednesday, May 4 12:45 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 4 
 
Films by Stanely Nelson, 2020 Outstanding Achievement Award Recipient 
 
ATTICA 
D: Stanley Nelson, Traci A. Curry | P: Stanley Nelson, Traci A. Curry | USA | 2021 | 116 min | Toronto 
Premiere   
It’s the summer of 1971, and tensions between inmates and guards at New York’s Attica Correctional 
Facility are at an all-time high. On Sept. 9, it all comes to a head as Attica becomes the stage for one of 
the largest US prison riots. 
 

Monday, May 2 1:45 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 2 
 
BECOMING FREDERICK DOUGLASS 
D: Stanley Nelson, Nicole London | P: Stanley Nelson, Nicole London, Mark Fason | USA | 2021 | 54.08 
min | Canadian Premiere   
Using Frederick Douglass’s own words, the film tells the story of how a man born and raised in slavery 
became one of the most prominent elder statesmen and powerful voices for freedom in American 
history. 
Screening with  
HARRIET TUBMAN: VISIONS OF FREEDOM 
D: Stanley Nelson, Nicole London | P: Stanley Nelson, Nicole London, Sikay Tang, Brittany Huckabee | 
USA | 2021 | 54.1 min | Canadian Premiere 
Alfre Woodard narrates this powerful, nuanced portrait of Harriet Tubman, the Conductor of the 
Underground Railroad, who risked her own freedom and life to liberate hundreds of others from slavery. 
 

Sunday, May 1 7:30 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 3 
Friday, May 6 11:30 AM TIFF Bell Lightbox 4 
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Hot Docs (www.hotdocs.ca), North America’s largest documentary festival, conference and market, is a 
not-for-profit organization dedicated to advancing and celebrating the art of documentary and to 
creating production opportunities for documentary filmmakers. Hot Docs will present its 29th annual 
edition from April 28 to May 8, 2022 in cinemas across Toronto as well as online to audiences 
throughout Canada. The Festival will offer a dynamic hybrid experience for industry delegates, including 
a live three-day program of knowledge sessions and networking events on its first weekend and online 
market programs and sessions, including the renowned Hot Docs Forum, Hot Docs Deal Maker, 
Distribution Rendezvous and The Doc Shop. Year-round, Hot Docs supports the Canadian and 
international industry with professional development programs and a multi-million-dollar production 
fund portfolio, and fosters education through documentaries with its popular free program Docs For 
Schools. Hot Docs owns and programs the Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema, a century-old landmark located 
in Toronto’s Annex neighbourhood and the world’s first and largest documentary cinema, and operates 
Hot Docs at Home streaming platform.  
 
Starting Wednesday, March 30, Festival ticket package holders, including Doc Soup subscribers, can 
redeem their ticket packages, and Hot Docs Members can purchase single tickets. Starting Tuesday, April 
5, single tickets will be available to the public. Tickets and ticket packages can be purchased and/or 
redeemed online at www.hotdocs.ca or in person at Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema Box Office, located at 
506 Bloor Street West (hours vary daily in accordance with screenings). Single tickets are $19 to regular 
Festival screenings and $22 to Special Presentations and events. A Festival 6-Pack is $99 (on sale April 5), 
a Festival 12-Pack is $189, and a Festival 20-Pack is $269.  Hot Docs offers free tickets for all screenings 
before 5:00 p.m. to those 60+ and students with valid photo I.D., available online the day of the 
screening, subject to availability. Free screenings for students courtesy of CBC GEM.   
 
Hot Docs is proud to include Scotia Wealth Management as its Presenting Platinum Partner; Rogers 
Group of Funds as its Founding Partner; CBC Gem as its Signature Partner; Cineplex and Netflix as its 
Presenting Partners; and Telefilm Canada and the Government of Ontario as its Major Supporters.  
 
FILM STILLS AVAILABLE  
Media Download Site: https://downloads.hotdocs.ca/downloads  
Password: hdmedia22 
 
Media Contact:   
Virginia Kelly  
V Kelly & Associates, Inc.   
Telephone: 416-839-9239  
Email: info@vkpr.ca    
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