
	 	

 
    Hot Docs is a charitable, not-for-profit organization committed to advancing the art of documentary and supporting opportunities for independent filmmakers.  
 
    HOT DOCS CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTARY FESTIVAL  
    720 Spadina Avenue, Suite 402, Toronto On Canada M5S 2T9 416.203.2155                                                                                     WWW.HOTDOCS.CA	

PRESS RELEASE 
	THE CHANGING FACE OF EUROPE OFFERS  

ENGAGING STORIES AND NEW PERSPECTIVES ON A EUROPE IN FLUX 
	
Toronto, March 30, 2022 – Hot Docs is pleased to collaborate with European Film Promotion (EFP) for 
The Changing Face of Europe, a pan-European showcase of vibrant voices exploring the cultural, 
economic and political conditions affecting Europe today. This year’s program includes nine feature films 
and one short that explore themes centered around environmental activism, the plight of refugees, the 
destructive powers of war, and more.  
 
“Hot Docs is thrilled to partner with EFP for the fifth year to present a selection of documentaries that 
offer us glimpses of a Europe in transition,” said Shane Smith, director of programming for Hot Docs. 
“The talented filmmakers in this program provide new perspectives and insights while bringing a sense 
of urgency to a wide range of topics.” 
 
The Changing Face of Europe continues EFP’s commitment of presenting outstanding creative 
documentaries from Europe to North American audiences. Filmmakers selected to take part in this 
program will also participate in a number of online industry market activities, expanding their 
professional development on an international scale, and increasing their film’s access to North American 
and international markets.   
 
“Films about one's own identity, about fears in relation to war and environmental destruction, and 
about the future are the focus of this year's film selection. In times like these, the different perspectives 
are all the more important, with dialogue and exchange at the core of our program,” said European Film 
Promotion’s Managing Director Sonja Heinen. “We thank Hot Docs for the opportunity, now in its fifth 
year, to share the vibrancy of Europe through its films and connect documentary filmmakers with the 
Canadian industry.”  
 
The goal of EFP is to raise visibility and market opportunities for unique, strong and visionary 
documentaries from Europe. Since 2017, it has provided Film Sales Support for European world sales 
companies to market films selected for Hot Docs, increasing Europe’s presence at the Festival and 
helping to stimulate distribution of European films to North America and beyond.  
 
This year’s program features the world premieres of: Atomic Hope – Inside the Pro-Nuclear Movement, 
an investigation into whether nuclear energy is the only carbon-neutral technology capable of tackling 
the climate crisis; and Band introduces us to an all-female art rock band dealing with motherhood, aging 
and a self-imposed deadline to achieve success. In Bigger than Trauma, an international premiere, 
women gather in an unorthodox therapy group to confront the aftermath of sexual violence during the 
Croatian War of Independence.   
 
North American premieres in this year’s program include: How The Room Felt, an atmospheric film that 
enters inside a cramped Georgian house where a group of female and non-binary friends have created a 
space safe from their intolerant surroundings; Just Animals, the portrait of two Finnish sisters grappling 
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	with activism’s hope and hopelessness while on divergent paths; Nasim, the story of an Afghan mother 

of two living in the largest refugee camp in the EU and dreaming of her freedom; and Burial, a 
meditation on nuclear energy and the great effort required to deal with its waste. 
 
Rounding out the program are the Canadian premieres of: The Balcony Movie, a candid look inside the 
lives of passersby captured by a filmmaker locked in his apartment during the pandemic; and A Marble 
Travelogue, an arresting study of globalization that follows a pristine marble slab mined in Greece, 
processed in China, and eventually re-sold as fridge magnets in Europe. The short doc Crotch Stories, an 
Ontario premiere, delves into the question of birth and pain, and dares to ask whether there might be 
another way. 
 
The Changing Face of Europe is presented in partnership with European Film Promotion (EFP).  
 
Screening times and descriptions for films in The Changing Face of Europe program appear below. In 
many cases, filmmakers will be in attendance for post-screening discussions. For more information on 
the program please visit www.hotdocs.ca/whats-on.  
 
 
ATOMIC HOPE – INSIDE THE PRO-NUCLEAR MOVEMENT 
D: Frankie Fenton | P: Frankie Fenton, Kathryn Kennedy | Ireland | 2022 | 82 min | World Premiere 
Is nuclear energy the solution to the climate crisis? Whether it is the only carbon-neutral technology 
capable of tackling the crisis or a fatally convenient stopgap, time is running out. 
 

Tuesday, May 3 8:00 PM Varsity 7 
Sunday, May 8 11:30 AM TIFF Bell Lightbox 2 

 
THE BALCONY MOVIE 
D: Paweł Łoziński | P: Agnieszka Mankiewicz, Paweł Łoziński | Poland | 2021 | 100 min | Canadian 
Premiere 
Can anyone be a movie hero? Stuck in his apartment, a filmmaker aims his camera over two years at the 
strangers walking by. Accosted with questions and intrusive conversations, they share secrets, life 
stories and an irresistible intimacy only a pandemic could inspire. 
 

Friday, April 29 5:15 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 4 
Wednesday, May 4 11:30 AM Varsity 7 

 
BAND 
D: Álfrún Örnólfsdóttir | P: Þórður Jónsson, Heather Millard | Iceland | 2022 | 88 min | World Premiere 
An all-female art rock band gives themselves one year to become popstars or quit forever. The Post 
Performance Blues Band isn’t really a band in this not-quite-a-documentary comedy of errors in 
motherhood, turning 40 and being rejected. 
 

Tuesday, May 3 9:30 PM Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema 
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	Saturday, May 7 4:45 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 2 

 
BIGGER THAN TRAUMA 
D: Vedrana Pribačić | P: Mirta Puhlovski | Croatia | 2022 | 90 min | International Premiere 
Twenty-five years after the Croatian War of Independence, women who were raped and abused by 
former schoolmates and neighbours, many of whom still live nearby, confront their traumas through an 
unorthodox therapy group and make surprising discoveries of who they might have been. 
 

Friday, April 29 3:00 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 2 
Wednesday, May 4 8:00 PM Varsity 6 

 
BURIAL 
D: Emilija Škarnulytė | P: Elisa Fernanda Pirir, Dagnė Vildžiūnaitė | Lithuania | 2022 | 60 min | North 
American Premiere 
In this hypnotizing meditation on nuclear waste and the great lengths required to bury what was once a 
source of power, journey through the underwater tombs and eerie remnants of Chernobyl’s sister 
nuclear plant as it is decommissioned. 
Screening with  
SIGURIMI 
D: Luigjina Shkupa | P: Luigjina Shkupa | Germany | 2021 | 29 min 

Monday, May 2” 8:15 PM Varsity 6 
Thursday, May 5” 10:15 AM TIFF Bell Lightbox 4 

 
CROTCH STORIES 
D: Myleine Guiard-Schmid | P: Lucie Fichot | France, Belgium | 2021 | 36 min | Ontario Premiere 
 

Tuesday, May 3 2:30 PM Varsity 6 
 

HOW THE ROOM FELT 
D: Ketevan Kapanadze | P: Salomé Jashi | Georgia | 2021 | 73 min | North American Premiere 
A group of female and non-binary friends in Georgia create their own safe spaces away from their 
unaccepting provincial surroundings. Inside house parties and cramped living rooms chosen families 
emerge in this atmospheric study of identity and community. 
 

Wednesday, May 4 3:15 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 3 
Saturday, May 7 8:45 PM Varsity 7 

 
JUST ANIMALS 
D: Saila Kivelä, Vesa Kuosmanen | P: Elli Toivoniemi, Juha Löppönen, Venla Hellstedt | Finland | 2022 | 
80 min | North American Premiere 
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	Climate and animal rights defenders since their teens, two Finnish sisters grapple with activism’s hope 

and hopelessness while on divergent paths–one a politician working on the Animal Welfare Act, the 
other participating in covert actions to expose violent and unethical farming practices. 
 

Saturday, April 30 8:00 PM Varsity 7 
Friday, May 6 11:15 AM Varsity 8 

 
A MARBLE TRAVELOGUE 
D: Sean Wang | P: Rea Apostolides, Valérie Montmartin, Zijian Wang, Jia Zhao | Netherlands, Hong 
Kong, France, Greece | 2021 | 99 min | Canadian Premiere 
The staggering scale and accelerated pace of China’s market force comes into stunning and absurd focus 
in this arresting study of globalization. A pristine marble slab is mined in Greece, processed in Quyang 
and eventually re-sold as fridge magnets in Europe. 
 

Sunday, May 1 11:00 AM Varsity 8 
Thursday, May 5 8:00 PM Varsity 7 

 
NASIM 
D: Ole Jacobs, Arne Büttner | P: Stephan Helmut Beier, Ayla Güney, Ray Peter Maletzki | Germany | 
2021 | 123 min | North American Premiere 
In Moria, Greece, the largest refugee camp in the EU, an Afghan mother of two knows she must stay 
married to seek asylum, but she dreams of freedom. When violence strikes the camp, she must learn to 
fend for herself. 
 

Thursday, April 28 5:00 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 2 
Monday, May 2 10:00 AM Isabel Bader Theatre 

 
-30- 

 
Hot Docs (www.hotdocs.ca), North America’s largest documentary festival, conference and market, is a 
not-for-profit organization dedicated to advancing and celebrating the art of documentary and to 
creating production opportunities for documentary filmmakers. Hot Docs will present its 29th annual 
edition from April 28 to May 8, 2022 in cinemas across Toronto as well as online to audiences 
throughout Canada. The Festival will offer a dynamic hybrid experience for industry delegates, including 
a live three-day program of knowledge sessions and networking events on its first weekend and online 
market programs and sessions, including the renowned Hot Docs Forum, Hot Docs Deal Maker, 
Distribution Rendezvous and The Doc Shop. Year-round, Hot Docs supports the Canadian and 
international industry with professional development programs and a multi-million-dollar production 
fund portfolio, and fosters education through documentaries with its popular free program Docs For 
Schools. Hot Docs owns and programs the Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema, a century-old landmark located 
in Toronto’s Annex neighbourhood and the world’s first and largest documentary cinema, and operates 
Hot Docs at Home streaming platform.  
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	Starting Wednesday, March 30, Festival ticket package holders, including Doc Soup subscribers, can 

redeem their ticket packages, and Hot Docs Members can purchase single tickets. Starting Tuesday, April 
5, single tickets will be available to the public. Tickets and ticket packages can be purchased and/or 
redeemed online at www.hotdocs.ca or in person at Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema Box Office, located at 
506 Bloor Street West (hours vary daily in accordance with screenings). Single tickets are $19 to regular 
Festival screenings and $22 to Special Presentations and events. A Festival 6-Pack is $99 (on sale April 5), 
a Festival 12-Pack is $189, and a Festival 20-Pack is $269.  Hot Docs offers free tickets for all screenings 
before 5:00 p.m. to those 60+ and students with valid photo I.D., available online the day of the 
screening, subject to availability. Free screenings for students courtesy of CBC GEM.   
 
Hot Docs is proud to include Scotia Wealth Management as its Presenting Platinum Partner; Rogers 
Group of Funds as its Founding Partner; CBC Gem as its Signature Partner; Cineplex and Netflix as its 
Presenting Partners; and Telefilm Canada and the Government of Ontario as its Major Supporters.  
 
FILM STILLS AVAILABLE  
Media Download Site: https://downloads.hotdocs.ca/downloads    
Password: hdmedia22 
 
Media Contact:   
Virginia Kelly  
V Kelly & Associates, Inc.   
Telephone: 416-839-9239  
Email: info@vkpr.ca    
	
	
	
	
	


