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PRESS RELEASE 
	NIGHTVISION PROGRAM INTRODUCES SIX FUTURE CULT CLASSICS 

 
Toronto, March 30, 2022 – Hot Docs is pleased to announce five feature films and a short as part of 
Nightvision, a program that highlights future cult classics and showcases distinct and imaginative 
filmmaking.   
 
“Passion, love and friendship come to the fore in this year’s Nightvision program,” said Shane Smith, 
director of programming for Hot Docs. “This program of future cult classics explores our relationships, 
desires and dreams and the lengths we’ll go to in pursuit of happiness…or escape.”  
 
The Nightvision program features the world premiere of F**ck It Up!, a look at debauched punk band 
Towers of London as they live it up and spectacularly wreck their multi-million-dollar record deal, and 
Crows Are White, an international premiere that tells the story of a Muslim filmmaker and a rebel 
Buddhist monk’s search for enlightenment in an isolated monastery.   
 
North American premieres include Bucolic, an observational piece that captures the lives of a mother 
and daughter living in nature outside the modern world with the timelessness of a Grimm’s fairy tale; 
and Fashion Babylon, a full-access invitation into the glamorously chaotic fashion world, featuring 
fashion-darling drag queen Violet Chachki, musician Casey Spooner, and style icon Michelle Elie. In Once 
Upon a Time in Uganda, an Ontario premiere, a former film festival director stumbles upon a mountain 
of low-budget mind-blowing indie action films and sets on a mission to bring international attention to 
them.  
 
Screening times and descriptions for films in the Nightvision program appear below. In many cases, 
filmmakers will be in attendance for post-screening discussions. For more information on the program 
please visit www.hotdocs.ca/whats-on.  
 
BUCOLIC 
D: Karol Pałka | P: Wojciech Marczewsk | Poland | 2021 | 70 min | North American Premiere 
Conjuring the dread of The Witch and the timelessness of a Grimms’ fairy tale, this observation of 
presence follows a mother and daughter living in nature outside the modern world and invites the 
curiosity of the viewer. But are we guests or intruders? 
Screening with  
THE SHEPHERD 
D: David Paredes | P: Daryl Valdes | Cuba | 2021 | 14 min | Canadian Premiere 
 

Friday, April 29 5:00 PM Varsity 7 
Thursday, May 5 11:30 AM Varsity 6 

 
CROWS ARE WHITE 
D: Ahsen Nadeem | P: Riel Roch-Decter, Sebastian Pardo, Ben Renzo, Ahsen Ahsen, Jill Ahrens, Ryan 
Ahrens | USA | 2022 | 100 min | 70 min | International Premiere 
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	At an isolated Buddhist monastery in Japan, a Muslim filmmaker exploring his fraught relationship to 

family and religion and a rebel monk, who sneaks heavy metal and ice cream between punishing vows of 
silence and barefoot pilgrimages, share a search for enlightenment. 
 

Friday, April 29 8:30 PM Varsity 8 
Wednesday, May 4 2:00 PM Varsity 8 

 
F**K IT UP! 
D: Dave Hills, Glenn Barden | P: Dave Hills, Glenn Barden | UK | 2021 | 101 min | World Premiere 
High on hairspray and cocaine, punk band Towers of London embodies every possible rock ’n’ roll cliché. 
They drink, fight and royally fuck up their multimillion-dollar record deal and rock star dreams. This Is 
Spinal Tap, for real. 
 

Sunday, May 1 9:30 PM Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema 
Friday, May 6 5:00 PM Varsity 8 

 
FASHION BABYLON 
D: Gianluca Matarrese | P: Dominique Barneaud | France | 2022 | 87 min | North American Premiere 
From the front rows of Paris’s runway shows to the decadent after-parties, drag queen Violet Chachki, 
musician Casey Spooner and style icon Michelle Elie navigate fashion’s publicity theatre and crushing 
court system, loving the glitter but loathing the grind of its dream machine. 
 

Saturday, April 30 8:00 PM Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema 
Friday, May 6 2:30 PM Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema 

 
ONCE UPON A TIME IN UGANDA 
D: Cathryne Czubek | P: Gigi Dement, Cathryne Czubek, Matt Porwoll, Hugo Perez, Kyaligamba Ark 
Martin | USA, Uganda | 2021 | 94 min | Ontario Premiere 
A former film festival director stumbles upon a mountain of mind-blowing indie action flicks made in 
Wakaliga, Uganda. Without hesitation, he travels to Kampala to meet the creators, armed with the 
promise of bringing “Wakaliwood” to the world. 
 

Thursday, April 28 9:30 PM Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema 
Monday, May 2 2:00 PM Varsity 7 
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Hot Docs (www.hotdocs.ca), North America’s largest documentary festival, conference and market, is a 
not-for-profit organization dedicated to advancing and celebrating the art of documentary and to 
creating production opportunities for documentary filmmakers. Hot Docs will present its 29th annual 
edition from April 28 to May 8, 2022 in cinemas across Toronto as well as online to audiences 
throughout Canada. The Festival will offer a dynamic hybrid experience for industry delegates, including 
a live three-day program of knowledge sessions and networking events on its first weekend and online 
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	market programs and sessions, including the renowned Hot Docs Forum, Hot Docs Deal Maker, 

Distribution Rendezvous and The Doc Shop. Year-round, Hot Docs supports the Canadian and 
international industry with professional development programs and a multi-million-dollar production 
fund portfolio, and fosters education through documentaries with its popular free program Docs For 
Schools. Hot Docs owns and programs the Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema, a century-old landmark located 
in Toronto’s Annex neighbourhood and the world’s first and largest documentary cinema, and operates 
Hot Docs at Home streaming platform.  
 
Starting Wednesday, March 30, Festival ticket package holders, including Doc Soup subscribers, can 
redeem their ticket packages, and Hot Docs Members can purchase single tickets. Starting Tuesday, April 
5, single tickets will be available to the public. Tickets and ticket packages can be purchased and/or 
redeemed online at www.hotdocs.ca or in person at Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema Box Office, located at 
506 Bloor Street West (hours vary daily in accordance with screenings). Single tickets are $19 to regular 
Festival screenings and $22 to Special Presentations and events. A Festival 6-Pack is $99 (on sale April 5), 
a Festival 12-Pack is $189, and a Festival 20-Pack is $269.  Hot Docs offers free tickets for all screenings 
before 5:00 p.m. to those 60+ and students with valid photo I.D., available online the day of the 
screening, subject to availability. Free screenings for students courtesy of CBC GEM.   
 
Hot Docs is proud to include Scotia Wealth Management as its Presenting Platinum Partner; Rogers 
Group of Funds as its Founding Partner; CBC Gem as its Signature Partner; Cineplex and Netflix as its 
Presenting Partners; and Telefilm Canada and the Government of Ontario as its Major Supporters.  
 
FILM STILLS AVAILABLE  
Media Download Site: https://downloads.hotdocs.ca/downloads    
Password: hdmedia22 
 
Media Contact:   
Virginia Kelly  
V Kelly & Associates, Inc.   
Telephone: 416-839-9239  
Email: info@vkpr.ca    
 
 
 
 
 


