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PRESS RELEASE 
	FOCUS ON PROGRAM TO SPOTLIGHT THE WORK OF  

CANADIAN FILMMAKER RAYMONDE PROVENCHER 
	
Toronto, March 30, 2022 - Hot Docs is pleased to announce that it will pay tribute to award-winning 
Canadian filmmaker Raymonde Provencher with this year’s Focus On retrospective, an annual program 
showcasing the work of a significant Canadian filmmaker. Hot Docs will screen a selection of 
Provencher’s films in the Focus On program during the 29th annual Festival, April 28 to May 8, 2022.   
 
“Raymonde Provencher is a formidable filmmaker, whose courage, compassion and genuine care for her 
subjects shape the films she creates,” said Shane Smith, director of programming for Hot Docs. “Her 
fierce commitment to protecting the rights of women and those devastated by the many conflicts 
ravaging the world shines through her documentaries. We are so pleased to pay tribute to her great 
body of work with this year’s Focus On program.” 
 
Provencher’s began her illustrious decades-long career as a reporter and researcher. She helped launch 
Télé-Québec’s Nord-Sud in 1983, opening a new chapter in international news programming in Quebec, 
and for which she produced over a hundred reports from across the globe. In 1995 she co-founded the 
private production company Macumba International, where she worked as a producer on the award-
winning films 1973: The Last Stand of Salvador Allende, Images of a Dictatorship and Black Wave. Her 
passion for current affairs informs her bold, candid, and compassionate approach to filmmaking, as she 
uncovers stories about human rights and social injustice issues throughout the world. Provencher 
explored child labour in the Philippines with the film Lost Childhood (2000), the Iraq War in A Senseless 
Death (2008), the painful tragedy of children forcibly recruited by rebel troops in Uganda in Grace, Milly, 
Lucy...Child Soldiers (2010), forced marriages in Torn Apart (2017), and other important topics. 
 
The retrospective will screen 2015’s Café Désirs, an engaging and complex exploration of male sexuality 
and gender politics in Algeria; and 2002’s War Babies—winner of four Gémeaux Awards and the 2003 
Hot Docs Audience Award—an exploration of what happens to the babies born from women raped 
during war. The films Crimes Without Honour (2012) and Grace, Milly, Lucy...Child Soldiers (2010) will 
screen online.  
 
Past Focus On honourees include Julia Ivanova (2019), John Walker (2018), Maya Gallus (2017), Rosie 
Dransfeld (2016), Carole Laganière (2015), John Zaritsky (2014), Peter Mettler (2013), John Kastner 
(2012), Alan Zweig (2011), Tahani Rached (2010), Ron Mann (2009), Jennifer Baichwal (2008), Kevin 
McMahon (2007), Serge Giguère (2006), Larry Weinstein (2005), Nettie Wild (2004), Shelley Saywell 
(2003) and Zacharias Kunuk (2002). 
 
The Focus on Raymonde Provencher program is supported by K.M. Charitable Foundation. 
 
Screening times and descriptions for films in the Focus On program appear below. For more information 
on the program please visit www.hotdocs.ca/whats-on.  
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	CAFÉ DÉSIRS 

D: Raymonde Provencher | P: Raymonde Provencher | Canada | 2015 | 52 min   
Trapped between crushing sexual taboos and desire, three beautiful 20-something Algerian men take us 
into the ancient streets of Constantine and the male-only world of cafés to eloquently reveal their lives 
and the dangers of sexual attraction. 
 

Monday, May 2 2:30 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 4 
 
CRIMES WITHOUT HONOUR 
D: Raymonde Provencher | P: Raymonde Provencher | Canada | 2012 | 69 min   
Four extraordinary women of different faiths in Canada, Sweden and Germany risk retaliation from 
family members and social ostracism from their immigrant communities when they challenge abusive 
patriarchal honour-based traditions used to justify violence against women. 
Screening online only. 
 
GRACE, MILLY, LUCY…CHILD SOLDIERS 
D: Raymonde Provencher | P: Raymonde Provencher, Colette Loumède, Johanne Bergeron | Canada | 
2010 | 73 min   
With babies on their backs and machine guns in their hands, girls who were abducted and forced into 
battle for the Lord’s Resistance Army in Uganda now fight for peace—and to save other girls from the 
same hell. 
Screening online only. 
 
WAR BABIES 
D: Raymonde Provencher | P: Robert Cornellier, Patricio Henriquez, Raymonde Provencher | Canada | 
2002 | 92 min   
What happens to the babies born from women raped during war? A young man in search of his own 
origins begins a compassionate journey to hear women’s stories of atrocity, hate and, sometimes, the 
astonishing power of familial love. 
 

Sunday, May 1 2:00 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 4 
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Hot Docs (www.hotdocs.ca), North America’s largest documentary festival, conference and market, is a 
not-for-profit organization dedicated to advancing and celebrating the art of documentary and to 
creating production opportunities for documentary filmmakers. Hot Docs will present its 29th annual 
edition from April 28 to May 8, 2022 in cinemas across Toronto as well as online to audiences 
throughout Canada. The Festival will offer a dynamic hybrid experience for industry delegates, including 
a live three-day program of knowledge sessions and networking events on its first weekend and online 
market programs and sessions, including the renowned Hot Docs Forum, Hot Docs Deal Maker, 
Distribution Rendezvous and The Doc Shop. Year-round, Hot Docs supports the Canadian and 
international industry with professional development programs and a multi-million-dollar production 
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	fund portfolio, and fosters education through documentaries with its popular free program Docs For 

Schools. Hot Docs owns and programs the Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema, a century-old landmark located 
in Toronto’s Annex neighbourhood and the world’s first and largest documentary cinema, and operates 
Hot Docs at Home streaming platform.  
 
Starting Wednesday, March 30, Festival ticket package holders, including Doc Soup subscribers, can 
redeem their ticket packages, and Hot Docs Members can purchase single tickets. Starting Tuesday, April 
5, single tickets will be available to the public. Tickets and ticket packages can be purchased and/or 
redeemed online at www.hotdocs.ca or in person at Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema Box Office, located at 
506 Bloor Street West (hours vary daily in accordance with screenings). Single tickets are $19 to regular 
Festival screenings and $22 to Special Presentations and events. A Festival 6-Pack is $99 (on sale April 5), 
a Festival 12-Pack is $189, and a Festival 20-Pack is $269.  Hot Docs offers free tickets for all screenings 
before 5:00 p.m. to those 60+ and students with valid photo I.D., available online the day of the 
screening, subject to availability. Free screenings for students courtesy of CBC GEM.   
 
Hot Docs is proud to include Scotia Wealth Management as its Presenting Platinum Partner; Rogers 
Group of Funds as its Founding Partner; CBC Gem as its Signature Partner; Cineplex and Netflix as its 
Presenting Partners; and Telefilm Canada and the Government of Ontario as its Major Supporters.  
 
FILM STILLS AVAILABLE  
Media Download Site: https://downloads.hotdocs.ca/downloads  
Password: hdmedia22 
 
Media Contact:   
Virginia Kelly  
V Kelly & Associates, Inc.   
Telephone: 416-839-9239  
Email: info@vkpr.ca    
	
	


