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PRESS RELEASE 
	HOT DOCS’ INTERNATIONAL SPECTRUM COMPETITIVE PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

STORIES OF COURAGE AND TACKLES URGENT ISSUES 
	
Toronto, March 30, 2022 – This year’s International Spectrum program at Hot Docs presents 10 new 
feature films. Showcasing captivating stories told through unique perspectives from around the world, 
this year’s lineup represents themes that encompass the fight for democracy, the continued attack on 
the free press around the globe, human rights violations against Indigenous people, and our common 
hope for a better future.  
 
“These ten films represent eighteen countries and cover an expansive scope of stories that feel 
especially pressing in these turbulent times,” said Shane Smith, Director of Programming for Hot Docs. 
“This year’s International Spectrum program brings fresh new perspectives from some of the most 
talented and daring filmmakers working today, and we are thrilled to share them with our Festival 
audience.” 
 
World premieres in the International Spectrum program include: Blue Island, a hybrid film that takes 
stock of Hong Kong and the region in the aftermath of pro-documentary protests and the subsequent 
crackdown; Boylesque, the portrait of an openly gay 82-year-old Polish man living out loud in his 
palpably homophobic country; Delikado, a gripping doc about land defenders confronted with murder, 
betrayal and political corruption as they fight to preserve paradise in the Philippines; The Killing of a 
Journalist, an infuriating account of the failed, corrupt investigation behind the murder of an 
investigative journalist in Slovakia; Petites (Little Girls), a revisiting of the infamous Dutroux Affair, a 
case  involving the kidnapping and murder of children that shook Belgium in the 1990s;  and Sam Now, 
an emotional, vibrant portrait of a mother and son’s relationship after she leaves him at 11 years old to 
start a new life. 
 
International premieres in the program include: 5 Dreamers and a Horse, a film that captures the life of 
4 ordinary people in Armenia as they try to fulfill their dreams; Outside, the story of a neglected 
Ukrainian boy’s turbulent life after becoming the poster boy of the country’s revolution in 2014, Who 
We Will Have Been, a poignant meditation on living with loss that captures a filmmaker dealing with the 
tragic death of his partner; and The Wind Blows The Border, a doc charting an Indigenous woman’s 
dangerous fight to keep her community’s ancestral land safe from the expansion of agribusiness in her 
native Brazil.  
 
The International Spectrum program is supported by the Donner Canadian Foundation.  
 
All feature-length titles in the program are eligible for the Best International Feature Documentary 
Award and the Special Jury Prize – International Feature Documentary. Emerging directors in the 
International Spectrum with two or fewer previous feature film credits are also eligible for the Emerging 
International Filmmaker Award.   
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	Hot Docs is an Academy Award® qualifying festival for feature documentaries. The recipient of Hot Docs’ 

Best International Feature Documentary Award will qualify for consideration in the Documentary 
Feature Subject category of the Annual Academy Awards® without the standard theatrical run, provided 
the film otherwise complies with the Academy rules.   
 
Screening times and descriptions for films in the International Spectrum program appear below. In many 
cases, filmmakers will be in attendance for post-screening discussions. For more information on the 
program please visit www.hotdocs.ca/whats-on.  
 
5 DREAMERS AND A HORSE 
D: Vahagn Khachatryan, Aren Malakyan | P: Vahagn Khachatryan, Eva Blondiau | Armenia, Switzerland, 
Germany, Denmark | 2022 | 80 min | International Premiere 
In Armenia’s capital, dreams–small and large–are the last refuge of freedom. From exploring outer space 
to navigating special friendships, four ordinary people escape their realities by imagining their lives 
without boundaries, before unsettling change erupts. 
 

Monday, May 2 5:45 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 4 
Saturday, May 7 8:30 PM Varsity 6 

 
BLUE ISLAND 
D: Chan Tze Woon | P: Peter Yam | Hong Kong, Japan, Taiwan | 2022 | 97 min | World Premiere 
An elegiac corollary to the fiery documentaries that captured Hong Kong’s recent protest movement and 
its crackdown, the hybrid Blue Island takes stock of the region in an era where most pro-democracy 
protestors have either fled into exile or been forced into custody. 
 

Thursday, April 28 5:15 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 3 
Monday, May 2 2:30 PM Varsity 6 

 
BOYLESQUE 
D: Bogna Kowalczyk | P: Tomasz Morawski, Katarzyna Kuczyńska, Vratislav Šlajer, Hanka Kastelicova | 
Poland, Czech Republic | 2022 | 70 min | World Premiere 
An openly gay man in communist Poland, at 82 Lula is every inch a rebel, performing as a drag queen in 
his blatantly homophobic country. Not even his own mortality can dampen his truth that life needs to be 
lived out loud. 
 

Wednesday, May 4 8:15 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 1 
Sunday, May 8 2:30 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 3 

 
DELIKADO 
D: Karl Malakunas | P: Marty Syjuco, Michael Collins, Kara Magsanoc-Alikpala, Karl Malakunas | USA, 
Australia, Philippines, UK, Hong Kong | 2022 | 94 min | World Premiere 
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	In the majestic tropical island of Palawan, three environmental crusaders confront murder, betrayal and 

political corruption in this thrilling documentary about land defenders battling to save and preserve 
paradise in the Philippines. 
 

Friday, April 29 5:00 PM Isabel Bader Theatre 
Monday, May 2 10:30 AM TIFF Bell Lightbox 1 

 
THE KILLING OF A JOURNALIST 
D: Matt Sarnecki | P: Signe Byrge Sørensen | Denmark, Czech Republic, USA | 2022 | 100 min | World 
Premiere 
When an investigative journalist and his fiancée are brutally murdered and Slovakia’s police fail to 
question the prime suspect, protests for justice erupt and a leaked case file reveals corruption so 
rampant, democracy itself may not survive. 
 

Sunday, May 1 5:00 PM Varsity 8 
Thursday, May 5 10:30 AM Isabel Bader Theatre 

 
PETITES (LITTLE GIRLS) 
D: Pauline Beugnies | P: Laurence Buelens | Belgium | 2021 | 83 min | World Premiere 
The Dutroux Affair invaded the bodies of an entire generation of children in 1990s Belgium, their 
sexuality and sense of security shaped by this sensational child kidnapping and sexual abuse case that 
distorted a nation’s collective identity and memory. 
 

Monday, May 2 5:45 PM Varsity 8 
Thursday, May 5 2:15 PM Isabel Bader Theatre 

 
OUTSIDE 
D: Olha Zhurba | P: Darya Bassel, Viktoria Khomenko | Ukraine, Denmark, Netherlands | 2022 | 79 min | 
International Premiere 
Adopted by soldiers, Roma became a child mascot for Ukraine’s revolution before being discarded to an 
orphanage. A filmmaker holds on to his trail for seven years as he slips into dangerous cracks, belonging 
to no one, with nowhere to go. 
 

Monday, May 2 5:00 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 3 
Saturday, May 7 6:00 PM Varsity 7 

 
SAM NOW 
D: Reed Harkness | P: Jason Reid | USA | 2022 | 85 min | World Premiere 
Told by his sibling over 20 years through home videos, Super 8 films and contemporary videos, this is an 
emotional, vibrant portrait of a mother and son’s relationship after she leaves him at 11 years old to 
start a new life. 
 

Sunday, May 1 5:45 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 2 
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	Thursday, May 5 2:45 PM Varsity 8 

 
WHO WE WILL HAVE BEEN 
D: Erec Brehmer, Angelina Zeidler | P: Erec Brehmer | Germany | 2021 | 81 min | International 
Premiere 
A filmmaker’s world collapses when his long-time partner dies in a car accident. Using personal images, 
voice messages, diary entries and music they shared, he creates ways to keep loving her in this poignant 
and absorbing meditation on living with loss. 
 

Tuesday, May 3 5:15 PM Varsity 7 
Saturday, May 7 5:30 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 4 

 
THE WIND BLOWS THE BORDER 
D: Laura Faerman, Marina Weis | P: Rodrigo Díaz Díaz, Luís Ludmer | Brazil | 2022 | 77 min | 
International Premiere 
Along Brazil's violent border with Paraguay a Kaiowá woman fighting for her community’s ancestral land 
clashes with the disputed property’s heiress, a ruthless lawyer who mercilessly defends the expansion of 
agribusiness at the cost of Indigenous rights and lives. 
 

Monday, May 2 8:30 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 3 
Saturday, May 7 5:15 PM TIFF Bell Lightbox 3 

 
-30- 

 
Hot Docs (www.hotdocs.ca), North America’s largest documentary festival, conference and market, is a 
not-for-profit organization dedicated to advancing and celebrating the art of documentary and to 
creating production opportunities for documentary filmmakers. Hot Docs will present its 29th annual 
edition from April 28 to May 8, 2022 in cinemas across Toronto as well as online to audiences 
throughout Canada. The Festival will offer a dynamic hybrid experience for industry delegates, including 
a live three-day program of knowledge sessions and networking events on its first weekend and online 
market programs and sessions, including the renowned Hot Docs Forum, Hot Docs Deal Maker, 
Distribution Rendezvous and The Doc Shop. Year-round, Hot Docs supports the Canadian and 
international industry with professional development programs and a multi-million-dollar production 
fund portfolio, and fosters education through documentaries with its popular free program Docs For 
Schools. Hot Docs owns and programs the Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema, a century-old landmark located 
in Toronto’s Annex neighbourhood and the world’s first and largest documentary cinema, and operates 
Hot Docs at Home streaming platform.  
 
Starting Wednesday, March 30, Festival ticket package holders, including Doc Soup subscribers, can 
redeem their ticket packages, and Hot Docs Members can purchase single tickets. Starting Tuesday, April 
5, single tickets will be available to the public. Tickets and ticket packages can be purchased and/or 
redeemed online at www.hotdocs.ca or in person at Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema Box Office, located at 
506 Bloor Street West (hours vary daily in accordance with screenings). Single tickets are $19 to regular 
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	Festival screenings and $22 to Special Presentations and events. A Festival 6-Pack is $99 (on sale April 5), 

a Festival 12-Pack is $189, and a Festival 20-Pack is $269.  Hot Docs offers free tickets for all screenings 
before 5:00 p.m. to those 60+ and students with valid photo I.D., available online the day of the 
screening, subject to availability. Free screenings for students courtesy of CBC GEM.   
 
Hot Docs is proud to include Scotia Wealth Management as its Presenting Platinum Partner; Rogers 
Group of Funds as its Founding Partner; CBC Gem as its Signature Partner; Cineplex and Netflix as its 
Presenting Partners; and Telefilm Canada and the Government of Ontario as its Major Supporters.  
 
FILM STILLS AVAILABLE  
Media Download Site: https://downloads.hotdocs.ca/downloads    
Password: hdmedia22 
 
Media Contact:   
Virginia Kelly  
V Kelly & Associates, Inc.   
Telephone: 416-839-9239  
Email: info@vkpr.ca    
 


