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	HOT DOCS 2022 ANNOUNCES WORLD PREMIERE OF JENNIFER BAICHWAL’S  

INTO THE WEEDS AS OPENING NIGHT FILM  
	
Toronto, March 30, 2022 – Hot Docs is pleased to announce that the world premiere of Into the Weeds 
(Canada, 2022, 96 mins), directed by celebrated Toronto filmmaker Jennifer Baichwal and produced by 
her longtime partner Nick de Pencier, will open this year’s Hot Docs Festival on Thursday, April 28 at 
6:30 PM.  
 
Into the Weeds tells the powerful story of Dewayne “Lee” Johnson, a former Bay Area groundskeeper 
who takes on a multinational agrochemical corporation after his terminal cancer diagnosis. Adding to 
her award-winning body of work centred on our strained relationship with the natural world, acclaimed 
Baichwal follows Johnson through his battle, setting his personal journey against a global environmental 
crisis. 
 
“We are thrilled to kick-off our first live Festival in three years with this powerful and urgent film by 
legendary Canadian talent Jennifer Baichwal, officially the first director to open Hot Docs Festival more 
than once!” shared Shane Smith, Director of Programming for Hot Docs. “Into The Weeds arrives at a 
crucial time for environmental activism and speaks to our need to protect and maintain nature’s 
balance. It is a remarkable story and we are so pleased to present it as our Opening Night film.” 
 
Jennifer Baichwal’s has directed 10 feature documentaries. Some previous films include: Anthropocene: 
The Human Epoch (co-director), 2018; Long Time Running (co-director), 2017; Act of God (2009), which 
opened the Hot Docs 2009 Festival; Manufactured Landscapes, 2006; The Holier It Gets, 1999; and Let It 
Come Down, 1998. She was also the subject of the Focus On retrospective at Hot Docs 2008. 
 
Baichwal, de Pencier and guest subjects will be in attendance at the opening night screening at the Hot 
Docs Ted Rogers Cinema, 506 Bloor Street West, to introduce the film and participate in a post-
screening audience Q&A.  
 
In addition to its opening night screenings, the film will also screen on April 29 at 5:30 p.m. at TIFF Bell 
Lightbox 1 and on May 7 at 1:30 p.m. at TIFF Bell Lightbox 2. Mongrel Media will release the film 
theatrically May 20 in Toronto and Vancouver, with other cities to follow throughout the summer. Into 
The Weeds was commissioned by CBC Docs and will air Friday, September 16 on CBC and CBC Gem as 
the season premiere of The Passionate Eye. 
 
 

-30- 
 
Hot Docs (www.hotdocs.ca), North America’s largest documentary festival, conference and market, is a 
not-for-profit organization dedicated to advancing and celebrating the art of documentary and to 
creating production opportunities for documentary filmmakers. Hot Docs will present its 29th annual 
edition from April 28 to May 8, 2022 in cinemas across Toronto as well as online to audiences 



	 	

 
    Hot Docs is a charitable, not-for-profit organization committed to advancing the art of documentary and supporting opportunities for independent filmmakers.  
 
    HOT DOCS CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTARY FESTIVAL  
    720 Spadina Avenue, Suite 402, Toronto On Canada M5S 2T9 416.203.2155                                                                                     WWW.HOTDOCS.CA	

PRESS RELEASE 
	throughout Canada. The Festival will offer a dynamic hybrid experience for industry delegates, including 

a live three-day program of knowledge sessions and networking events on its first weekend and online 
market programs and sessions, including the renowned Hot Docs Forum, Hot Docs Deal Maker, 
Distribution Rendezvous and The Doc Shop. Year-round, Hot Docs supports the Canadian and 
international industry with professional development programs and a multi-million-dollar production 
fund portfolio, and fosters education through documentaries with its popular free program Docs For 
Schools. Hot Docs owns and programs the Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema, a century-old landmark located 
in Toronto’s Annex neighbourhood and the world’s first and largest documentary cinema, and operates 
Hot Docs at Home streaming platform.  
 
Starting Wednesday, March 30, Festival ticket package holders, including Doc Soup subscribers, can 
redeem their ticket packages, and Hot Docs Members can purchase single tickets. Starting Tuesday, April 
5, single tickets will be available to the public. Tickets and ticket packages can be purchased and/or 
redeemed online at www.hotdocs.ca or in person at Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema Box Office, located at 
506 Bloor Street West (hours vary daily in accordance with screenings). Single tickets are $19 to regular 
Festival screenings and $22 to Special Presentations and events. A Festival 6-Pack is $99 (on sale April 5), 
a Festival 12-Pack is $189, and a Festival 20-Pack is $269.  Hot Docs offers free tickets for all screenings 
before 5:00 p.m. to those 60+ and students with valid photo I.D., available online the day of the 
screening, subject to availability. Free screenings for students courtesy of CBC GEM.  
 
Hot Docs is proud to include Scotia Wealth Management as its Presenting Platinum Partner; Rogers 
Group of Funds as its Founding Partner; CBC Gem as its Signature Partner; Cineplex and Netflix as its 
Presenting Partners; and Telefilm Canada and the Government of Ontario as its Major Supporters.  
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